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CHAP. CXXIV. 


i; A. c. L. | 


We read theſe four letters, in great capitals, 
on the front of a number of houſes, which 
mean, Maiſon afſurte contre I inceudie. But a 
Sans-culotte took it into his head to interpret 
them in ** way; Marie Antoinette * 
c Louis.” 

This licentious buffoonery did great . 
to the king, who was rendered ridiculous by the 
arrangement of a few letters, and theſe two lines 
parodied from Voltaire, and which were ſome- 
times ſtuck up at the corner of ſtreets : 


ö 


La cornes ne ſont pas ce qu'un vain peuple penſe; 
Ils furent tous cornards, tous ces beaux rois de f 
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CHAP. 1 nes 
THE CITY or PARIS IN RELIEF (moxunexT 
SEEN AT THE/ PALAIS ROYAL.) 

Ir the French Revolution be the greateſt, the 
moſt extraordinary event, which has taken place 
in the empire of the world; and the moſt memo- 
rable which the archives of time and the pages 
of hiſtory ſhall preſerve to the lateſt generations, 
we ſhall love without doubt to contemplate the 
point where it took birth, and where was hoiſt- 
ed, for the firſt time, that national cockade 
which will make the tour of the world; a pre- 
diction which is realiſing every day. 

It is not good to. imitate every thing, and folly 
to endeavour to paint what is beyond the power 
of the pencil; but if, inſtead of ſo many vain, 
and ſterile paintings, we had under our eyes the 
real repreſentation of the ancient cities of the 
world, of which nothing but the remembrance 
remains, we ſhould perhaps diſcover in their 
ſtructure, their poſition, their locality, much to 
enlighten us reſpecting the more or leſs great, 
the more or leſs happy, which has hitherto pre- 
ſided over the deſtiny: of nations. 

$. 4 | un 


Aer viervas oF ans. 8 3 


An artiſt has ade monument, ſuch as does 
not exiſt, as far as I know, in any other city, ak 
teaſt in ſuch a degree of juſtneſs and ſuperiority; 
it is the plan of Paris in relief; of that great 
human hive, where ſo many conttaty elements 
live and ſtruggle. What ſhould we not give to 
contemplate, in the ſame proportion, the opulent 
and ſuperb Tyre; Thebes with its hundred gates; 
the flouriſhing Alexandria; Perſepolis ; Babylon 
with its hanging gardens; Palmyra, whoſe ruins 
ſtill keep us in ecſtaſy ; Carthage and antient 
Rome, now almoſt effaced ? Art might have im- 
mortalized theſe cities, and conveyed them down 
to us; and if the miſſionaries of China, inſtead 
of their myſtical nonſenſe, had ſketched and ſent 
us Pekin or Nankin, h would they have 
awakened our attention! Of what importance 
to us the city which they promiſe us in Africa, 
and which is announced to us as three times 
greater than London *, if they cannot tell us its 

greatneſs, and its relative 8 to how 
cities with which we are acquainted. . 

It is a happy, new, and bold idea, the con- 
ception of this figurative, or rather animated 
plan, which places in our view an immenſe” capi- 
tal, ſhews us all its various Want Ae no 


* The city of Houſa; it is ſituated towards the Conteſt | 
of the city of Tombacto, on a river oppoſite to that of See- 
gal, in the latitude of nearly 15 degrees. 1 
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4. wf PICTURE OF PARIS. 
details. ſo that the eye wanders. through the * 


oſities of the moſt obſcure ſtreets, viſits the 


ſquares, enters into the walks, and recognizes, in 
a. circumference of forty-five feet, the houſes, 
buildings, palaces, ſquares, and croſs ways in a 
proportion truly geometrical. This lender mo- 
nument, though compoſed of wood and paſte- 


board, may perhaps eſcape the ſeythe of time, 


and equal, like the pyramids of Egypt, the dura- 


tion of ages; and this picture, in the view of po- 
litics, of civil economy, of police, and morals, is 


much more important for the philoſopher, than 


the factitious and lying battles of Alexander and 


Conſtantine. The picture of which I ſpeak (and 


it deſerves the name) offers you in a circum- 
ſcribed ſpace the firſt city, I may ſay of the uni- 
verſe, from the part which it has ated, and the 


all-powerful influence which it exerciſes, and will 


exerciſe ſtill more aſtoniſhingly, over the reſt of 
the globe. This ſketch excites meditation, pro- 
duces ſurpriſe, and creates. pleaſure and admi- 
ration; and the preciſion with which it is exe- 
cuted, and which is ſo much the more admirable 
the nearer you obſerye it, is a proof of extraor- 
dinary patience and ability. 

At the firſt coup d' il it appears a miniature, 
which grows larger as you contemplate it, and 


you perceive that immenſe and incredible maſs 
of houſes accumulated in the centre, and arrange 


themſclygs in order, exciting in your mind the 
„ 


ur. preronE or Ats. 
idea of an extraordinary population, at the ſame 
time that it carries you back to the time of Ju- 
lius, of the Cæſars, when huts octupied the place 
of palaces, and Cæſar did not then imagine that 
the inhabitants of that muddy bourgade would 
one day go to take poſſeſſion of the capits}, and 
revive the genius of the Catos and the Brutus's. 
The ci-devant Bourgeois recogniſes the ſteeple 
of his pariſh, where there ĩs no vicar; themillion- - 
ary his hotel, from whence he has diſlodged 
prince, and the Engliſh garden belonging to it; 
the woollen-draper, the corner of the ſtreet which 
forms the reputation of his'ſhop, where he gives 
ſhort meaſure; the mechanic his workſhop, 
where his work men lay down the law; the ar- 
chitect the two houſes which he has built, to 
make "himſelf a third; the attorney's old clerk, 
the peeping-hole of the garret which he rents; 
the nun the gate of the convent, which opened 
at length to her wiſhes ; the young nymph, Ely- 
ſium, where love and pleaſure lead her; and the 
® over the window, from whence was thrown, 
tied to a ſtone, the letter which cauſed his joy or 
his torment. I make my compliments to the 
opulent houſe of the contractor for the republic ; 
in calamitous times he condeſcended to rob the 
republic a little; when no perſon was willing to 
ſerve it, the country is ſaved, I will not wren 


bim his gains or bis enjoyments. en 
Yonder 
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Vonder the wife of the ex-conventional ſhews | 
her daughter the priſon Where her unhappy fa- 
ther, abandoned by the whole nation, and ſtill a 
republican, waited that death which he had 
braved for the intereſt of Uberty, and from bis 
hatred to anarchy, and which hep expected for 
thirteen months every inſtant of the day and 
night; there are the priſons, which were red- 
dened with human blood by clubs and ſabres, 
| . . whilſt the curtain at the opera was drawing up, 
1 while Veſtris was dancing, and all the. eien the- 
1 atres were overflowing. 1 . 515 
| On that fide the eee a ob- 
| ſervatory, that wonderful key of the firmament; 
he thinks he is reading in the ſtars; in thoſe. let- 
ters of fire he does nothing but ſpell, and this is 
the reaſon why he is ſtill ignorant of the book. 
Ihe man of letters, or he who aſſumes that name, 
perceives the library, where literary. treaſures arè 
open to him, but where. the immenſity and inu- 
tility of the volumes makes three quarters and 
half of the collection appear like cut ſtone. 
The artiſt recognizes the gallery of the Louvre, 
where are arranged the pictures which excite his 
admiration and his deſpair; the ſoldier, the Hotel 
f of Invalids, the term of his repoſe, the honourable 
if reward of his labours ; the poet, the Pantheon, 
. where he will never be admitted, a temple tot- 
| tering on its imprudent foundations; the begin- 
4 ner - 
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\C 
n 3 
ner in the careerof Aöttets dls ſor the hall of 

the national inſtitute an amalgam hitherto un- 
known; may it reſemble the Corinthian metal, 
eſteemed more precious than gold itſelf The 
philoſopher ſmiles at the dome of that Sorbonne, 
where were ſeated «thoſe unceuth theologians, 
whom all the world has a right to laugh at to- 
day, except perhaps a profeſſor of the human 
underſtanding; hy not ſay therefore with the 
philoſopher Montaigne, That” we knο the whoſe 
of nothing ! There is the college to which pe- 
dantry, driven out, returns again, and roots itſelf 
anew by the untameable obſtinacy of -pedantie 
folly, eſpecially when it ſpeaks'ex cathedra. > The 
courtezan, who laughs. at all writers and pro- 
feſſors, ſtops before the Chineſe pavilion, where 
ſhe graciouſly hails the nod of the ariſtocrat, who, 
as far as concerns her, is a good citizen. The 
dancer finds at the firſt glance the place of the 
opera, which he calls the Snectacle unigue, and 
which is really ſo, as far as regards the dancing. 
As for the ſtock- jobber, who never had any other 
morality than that of the ſhark, he neither looks 
for nor ſees any thing but the Palais Royal, 
where ſwarm, under the colours of uſury, his de- 
vouring fry, and, as vices are in union, it is there 
alſo that debauchery diſplays its ſnameleſs ſcenes, 
and affrights the eye and the thought of mo- 


But 
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But the man who loves his country and liberty, 
contemplates for a long time in ſilence what was 
called the Manege, that ſeat of the convention 
where the republic. was founded, that point of 
renovation which holds to prodigy, that for- 
midable and ſacred point, like the thunder of the 
ſkies, from whence; were ſhot tempeſts, which, 
like phyſical, ſtorms, ravaged and renewed the 
boſom of nature. The attentive obſerver before 
this curious piece of mechaniſm, early recognizes. 
the ſecret or hidden affections of individuals, 
from the objects which they conſider with moſt 
attention; the old red cap itſelf trembles when 
the end of the wand points out the place where 
Samſon coined money, where the ſtatue of liberty 


became the idol of Moloch, and he ſteps away 


on one ſide, not to hear the reflection that follows, 
and which regards him. Here the towers of the 
Temple raiſe their lofty ſpires, and remind us of 
the deſtiny of the laſt king of the French, and 


the terrible puniſhment of perjury, which has re- 


ſounded to the extremities of the kingdoms of + 
Tunquin, of Lao, and of Cochin-China. 

At the Champ de Mars, in thoſe lang and cir- 
cular amphitheatres, we recollect thoſe four hun- 
dred thouſand men ſeated at the fete of the fede- 
ration, the moſt ſingular, the moſt 40% ah 
and the moſt joyous that has ever taken place ; 
fete above romantic deſcription ; when the reva» 

lution, 
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lution, ſtill intact and pure, and conformable to 
the writings of the wiſe, had not been crowned 
with ſerpents, armed with daggers, and covered 
with a livid and bloody robe. 

The towers of Notre Dame retrace the eaſy 
deſtruction of the catholie worſhip; the Satur- 
nalia, the Bacchanals of the goddeſs of Reaſon, 
when aſſes and mules were decked with robes 
and mitres, when they ate anchovy ſallads in the 
ſacred vaſes, and when an opera- ſinger took the 
place of the immaculate Virgin on the chief altar; 
but ſee the Place de Greve, where Genevieve, 
during a thouſand years the revered patron of 
Paris, was burnt like Duchauffour and Deſrues; 
there is the hotel, from whence the rebel com- 
mune marched with its Henriot of the 3 iſt May, 
and its orator Chaumette, to murder the Con- 
vention, which ſlept under the knife. What re- 
flections 

But the charm of the illuſion is eee 
erer with a magnifying glaſs you direct it 
ſucceſſively on the towers and domes which riſe 
above the humble houſes ; on the dome of the 
Val-de-Grace, on the cupola of the corn mar- 
ket, the mint, the national treaſury, which diſ- 
gorges with ſo much difficulty, as the ſtockholder 
ſays; on the unequal towers of St. Sulpice, on 
the vaſt and heavy calotte of the Aſſumption, on 
the Luxembourg, now the directorial palace, 
from whence. fled the Pretender, never more to 


re-appear ; 
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re· appear; your eye returns ſeyeral times make 

colonnade of the Louvre; the Tuilleries, the Garde 

Meuble, the Military School, the Bourbon Palace, 

which its old proprietor will never more review, 

except in his dreams in the foreſts of Ruſſia, where 
be is gone to ekiſt under the humiliating power 
of an arbitrary monarch; in that new hall, in 
the interior of that edifice ſpoilt by the moſt ig- 
norant architects, will be rectiſied that frightful 
maſs of ;petty-fogging laws which: compoſe: every 
political fin, and which never will be reconciled 
with that liberty which 1 idolize, and where I 
hope the pedantry of the lawyer will find no 
room; but alas! pedantry is every where; yet 
it has never done ſo much harm as at the tri- 
bune: Robeſpierre was leſs cruel than pedantic, 
and all political pedants are Robeſpierriſts. 

So great is the fidelity with which each of 

' theſe edifices is repreſented, that, with a magni- 
fying glaſs, you think you ſee them in their natu- 
ral dimenſions, * 

"Beſides, the ſpectator fanding on a chair ait 
covers Paris much better than he could ſee it 
from the top of the tower of St. Jacques - la- Bou- 
cherie ; he embraces it in a ſingle look, meaſures 
its diameter by following, in their ſingular length, 
the immenſe ſtreets of St. Martin and St. Jacques, 
and the narrow obliquity of the adjacent ſtreets, 
which form a contraſt with them. The poor 

li man looks in filence at the great hoſpital of hu- 
i 2 manity, 
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manity, which was ſtill better entitled, La Maiſen 
de Dieu. There is exerciſed the moſt advanced. 
the moſt perfect of all arts, ſurgery; ſurgory, 
which might ſay with wo ann 955 18 
Are yet far behind me. 5. * Bolle 

Ihe entrance into the city on abs kde: of the 
barrier of Chaillot, offers avenues of the greateſt 
and moſt pompous magniſicense ; they are con- 
nected in the perſpective with the chateau of the 
Tuilleries, and, together, form the fineſt, the 
moſt aſtoniſhing, and . the, richeſt garden, which 
imagination can create, or the eye contemplate. 
Ihe eye wanders along the circular roads of 
the Boulevards, ſometimes doubled; | foreigners 
judge of the greatneſs of our capital, of the 
beauty of its environs, of the varied elegance of 
its country houſes, in following the long Boule 
vards, where tufted trees form in its middle a 
crown, and ſurround it, inſtead oa a PIO of 
ſtone, with their green girdles. 62 

Look at theſe immenſe eure e larger thin 
ordinary cities, which have ſent out armies'in. the 
great epochas of the Revolution; for the people 
of the ſuburbs are active when any dende is 
to go forward. Hier vo 

Foreigners call by their old. name, the hotels 
of the Fauxbourg St. Germain, now. deſerted, 
whoſe inhabitants had rather creep and beg in 
thoſe courts,” which deceive and deſpiſe them, 
than unite themſelves to our majeſtic and invin- 

. ctble 
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'cible'cauſe ; foreigners hover over theſe extenſiye 


gardens, where dukes and marquiſſes will never 


enter more, diſtinguiſh by their breadth the 
ſtreets of Bourbon and of the Univerſity, where 
rolled the equipages of the nobility, loſe and find 
themſelves again, but take as guides the theatres, 
which they frequently viſit, and the twelve 
bridges, which eſtabliſn the points of communi- 
cation of the north with the 1 and the 1 5 
Wa- the north. OTE 
Among ſo many dels the ger ſearches 
in a diſtant quarter the modeſt habitation of the 


hero, whoſe name already effaces ſo many others, 


and who has not yet finiſhed his great deſtinies ; 
the ſtranger will ſay, at leaſt in returning to his 
home, I have ſeen at length his dwelling ;- and he 
ſtill looks in a noiſy quarter for the humble 
dwelling of J. J. Rouſſeau, exiled from the Alps, 
who wanted wood during the winter, and who 
received after his death ſtatues, and the homage 
of expenſive f#tes. 

In ſhort, the eye loves to rove, and follows the 
different branches of the Seine, which form the 
iſlands of St. Louis, Louviers, and the city; it is 
the body of a ſwallow with the wings of an 
eagle, and it is from the city that has iſſued the 
great town; the daughter is at leaſt thirty times 


larger than the mother; it is a dwarf that has 


produced a giant. From this primordial point 
you follow the majeſtic courſe of the Seine, its 
ſuperb 
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ſuperb quays, which are ſeen no where elſe, the 
Pont Neuf, which it would be ſo eaſy tometamor- 
phoſe, and ereft into a triumphal bridge in ho- 
nour of our generals. The Seine ſo completely 
divides the great city, that the weight of the 
buildings on each ſide is nearly equal, and the 
eye heſitates in deciding which is the moſt loaded 
with houſes. The foreſtaller, who uſurps the name 
of trader, is fixed by the Halle; it is the mine of 
this fellow's wealth; like the maitre d Jotel, he 
follows the quays to diſtinguiſh each part after 
the different kinds of merchandize which are 
landed there; he fixes his attention on the trains 
of wood and on the barges which line them; he 
ruminates and prepares his plans of monopoly 
under the eye even of the laws and the magi- 
ſtrates, whoſe vigilance and authority he Wen. at 
nought. | 
From that point weed! is Shred every year, 
which is brought in from forty leagues around, to 
feed the chimneys of the rich, the ſtoves of po- 

verty, and the little clay ſtoves of indigence. 
The quays are encumbered with veſſels of 
wine, and the friend of humanity never reflects 
without pain, that this liquor, ſo precious to the 
health when it is natural, is adulterated by the 
venders, and arrives at Paris to undergo a ſecond, 
and even ſometimes a third adulteration. O 
chemiſts! what are you doing? When an au- 
thor renders himſelf guilty of a ſoleciſm, or fails 
W 


— > 


— 


< * * ao 3 — - '- — — — — wa - _ 
—— I 6 dy =o 2 * "+ a 4 
— — FE - = ASS” — - - — ow . — 4 


- — * 


14 NEW PIGTURE'OP PARTS. 
in theatrical rules, he is rudely treated the next 
day by the erities; and you! why do you hot take 


a Walk on the port, your ſilver eup in your hand, 


taſting, and oe the SO 
caſk 5 7095; l. 

Lock where hs coal barzes are unloaded; 
dere they founder, or are overturned; the wa- 
ters of the Seine a "ow more khan e an hour 
the Stygian pool. MF l 

The ſpectator 00 likes 0 90 this entre 
point of a great empire, the theatre of great 
events, the eity Which has aſtoniſhed the whole 
world, and which will be talked of a thouſand 


years hence as we talk of it to day, is agreeably 


ſurpriſed when he places himſelf before thoſe 
points of view, which the artiſt has copied with 
ſo much ſkill; he is never wearied with admiring 
the aſtoniſhing perſpective of the chateau of the 
Tuilleries, where deſpotiſm, after having ſigned 
the treaty of Pilnitz, that is to ſay, the diſmem- 
berment and partition of France, anxious to 
ſeize win its leaden ſceptre, but trembling at 
the ſtroke, and fallen into its own ſnares, was 
finally ſubdued ; look at the moſt magnificent of 
views from the ſquare formerly called Royal to 
the Champs Elyſees. The garden of plants offers 
conſolation to him, who is as it were caſt out of 


the city; and the alleys of St. Mande, the anti- 


podes of the barrier of Chaillot, delight the 
ſuburbian. I view this garden with an eye of 
J predi- 
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predilection; I prefer it to the proud ſpot where 
wanton the arts, thoſe immoral maſter- pieces 
which ought to be confined to muſeums, and not 
. preſented to the eyes of youth; arts which have 
too long ſubſiſted at the expence of agriculture, 
confined, neglected, and abandoned, and whoſe 
fructifying treaſures have been waſted on inani- 
mate, indecent figures, n to the nn of 
mankinc. 

The ſquares, i in which the . the — 
were placed, preſent nothing of their remains 
but the degraded ind mutilated pedeſtals, an 
eternal monument of the power of the people 
and the weakneſs of kings. We ſmile at all the 
monaſteries, emptied of their monks and monk- 
eſſes, and transformed into dancing rooms, con- 
cert rooms, and cooks ſhops. The clergy were 
in poſſeſſion of à third of the edifices and houſes 
of the great city; where is this clergy, ancient, 
rich, and powerful? a day has deſtroyed them, 
and the papal mitre, the tiara, are falleh alſo; 
the great Lama, or the Dalai Lama, holds {Howe 
ſtill. . 

Such is the curious ag inſtruRive plan which | 
places the whole of Paris under our eyes, ſuch as 
it was in 1789, without any degradation, and 
with all its ſucceſſive augmentations, We ſee 
that if the revolution has lopt off thouſands: of 
hgads, it has not injured its phyſical maſs ; that 
this; is the ſame,” abſolutelx the ſame ; and the 


reflection 
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refle&ion which tells us that the bird paſſes and 


the neſt remains, fixes itſelf deeper, when we 


contemplate ſo many palaces and hpuſes, inha- 
bited no longer by their proprietors, or e 
former poſſeſſors have been cut off. 

But when Boſſuet thundered at Verſailles "ah 


fore Lewis the XIVth theſe words: Kingdoms 
die, Sire, as well as kings!“ the prophetic . 


words were underſtood at court only as the lan- 
guage of the preacher. Boſſuet ſeems to have 
announced the republic of France, which is pro- 
ceeding with a ſteady pace trough Europe. 
There is one thing wanting to the perfection 
of this work, which human power cannot give 
it, and that is to ſee, as in Paris itſelf, the mo- 
tion of its inhabitants, the croſſing of carriages, 
the running of horſes, and of thoſe light and dan- 
gerous cabriolets, ſtill unforbidden; the tumul- 
tuous concourſe e the people, of a people paſſing 
away to their theatres, where they ſee nothing 
but hells, demons, ſpectres, ghoſts, bloody nuns, 
and with which they amuſe themſelves, becauſe 
they have no faith in them. | 
A poſtchaiſe will tranſport this aſtoniſhing city 
to every nation in Europe; the artiſt will ſhew. it 
to men, to women, to children of different coun- 
tries ; he will procure it entrance, and exhibit it 
at London; under the gates of Vienna, Madrid, 
Berlin, and Peterſburgh ; judge of the ſurpriſe of 
all theſe jealous potentates, who will have no- 
| thing 
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thing to put in parallel with it; of the aſtoniſh- 
ment of the Grand Turk, and the Khan of Tar- 
_ tary, at the ſight of Paris, which they had never 
| ſeen but on a map, and no larger than a point; 
they have heard it ſpoken of as one of thoſe poe- 
_ tical beauties which we celebrate in Pindaric 
codes; they will ſee it face to face, and they will 
be ſtupified at it; and if theſe deſpots are ſur- 
rounded with their courtiers, none of them will 
| aſk, or will dare aſk, Where is the Place of the 
Revolution? no perſgn will ſay, Shew it to his 
majeſty. All the women of foreign countries 
will ſigh in ſeeing the plan of a city, where they 
would wiſh to have been born; and all of them 
will ſay in whiſpers, Oh! it is there only that 
pleaſures. exiſt |. it is there that our ſex enjoys a 
double. liberty! 

If the artiſt travels, as he has promiſed me; if 
he tranſports to diſtant countries His curious mo- 
nument, he may ſay to the crowd which has not 
- travelled, and which never will travel: « Here 
is that famous city which I bring you; I put it 
under your eyes ; this city, for ſo many ages paſt 
the head, the arm, the light of the world! See 
this city, ſovereign by its arts, its ſciences, and its 
manners, in which every thing that was cele- 
brated has lived, or was born; into which, at 
the approaching peace, the whole of Europe will 
flow, anxious to ſee places ſo long time cele- 
brated, to viſit this ſingular ſpot, this city, glorious 
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mother of liberty, iſſuing triumphantly from its 
| boſom, as Minerva, completely armed, from the 
brain of Jupiter. Paris was reſolved to cruſh a 
throne that oppreſſed her, and ſhe cruſhed it in 
three days: as the bomb, launched into the ait, 
never returns to the mortar, ſo ſlavery has fled 
this proud city, never more to re-deſcend : amidfi 
the tempeſts of the Revolution, and of bloody 
anarchy, Paris ſtood immoveable; its own fury, 
Jacobins exceſſes even, have not been able to 
deſtroy it; and the \innumerable armies. of oo 
leſced kings, who were eager to devour it, have 
paſſed away like ſhadows; their diſtant fortreſſes 
ate fallen, and Paris ſubſiſts entire; a flight de- 
fence has driven back thoſe celebrated legions, 
commanded by the kings of the North. Paris 
has ſent out from its walls three hundred thou- 
fand men, and ſeems to have undergone no dimi- 
nution; it has chaſtiſed Italy and Germany, and 
Germany and Italy have aſked for peace. Here 
is the powerful brain which creates, forms, and 
diſſeminates. republics; which will make them 
' germinate. on every ſoil oppreſſed by kings or 
olygarchs; this is the arm which ſhall execute the 
boldeſt projects, which ſhall throw a bridge from 
the Seine to the Thames; it has already changed 
the feudal face of Europe, and the greater the 
reliſtance to the rights of man. and of liberty, the 
greater ſurface will be covered by the regene- 
rating torrent. Like a rock in the middle of the 
A .- fea; 
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the foundation of the world, witneſſing a thou- 
ſand ſhipwrecks; ſo will it ſubſiſt in all its glory, 


in that glory ariſing from ſtrength of mind 110 


hs © 


the force of arms. 
Others will fall into ocfiafes before 1 black 


and hideous paintings which are brought from 
Italy, which preſent us with ſcarcely any thing 


but what had relation to the catholic church, an 
old regime of terror, the maddening rage of ex- 
ecutioners revived in our days; one would ſup- 
poſe them ancient revolutionary committees, ex- 
ereiſing their barbarities ; a Fouquier Tinville, 
under the name of Herod, of Pilate; or Diodle- 
ſian. I turn away my eyes from thoſe - ancient 
horrors, which ſeem to diminiſh the new; 1 had 
rather lock at Paris in relief; theſe are the kinds 
of pictures I like beſt, ſuch as give me the living 
features of cities, and which ſave their memory 
from deſtruction; true pictures, which make the 
philofopher and the legiflator reflect; which in- 
ſpire the moraliſt, and furniſh him with political 
ideas of every kind. It is without doubt in this 
mode that a future generation, leſs puerile than 
our own, leſs in love with falſe and barbarous 
images, will meditate, and make profound re- 


flections on a human hive of ſuch extent and vaſt 


dimenſion. This artiſt is called the Citizen 


rag, he has made a natural repreſentation of 
| C 2 Paris; 
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ſea, which reſiſts the polar waves, and holds to 
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Paris, as 1 have attempted in my YRS to 
draw a moral ſketch ; and I thought that it was 


my duty to ſpeak of this —— which is er 1 
its kind. 85 ü 


CHAP. CXXVI. 
BONS Mors OF THE TIERS ETAT.'/ * 


A NOBLEMAN- of the ſtates of Dauphiny hav- 
ing ſaid, in order to ſupport the primacy of the 
nobility, I think on all the. blood which the nobility 
has ſhed in battles ; a man of the tiers etat anſwered 
him, And the blood of the freopile ſhed at 1 
time; do you think it was water? 

One of our ſeigneurs was one day entertaining 
his farmers, who brought him money, and in or- 
der to give himſelf an air of popularity, received 
them at his own table. At the end of the repaſt, 
willing to regale his gueſts, he ſaid to his maitre 
d'hotel, Give them ſome of the tiers etat, the name 
he gave to brandy. You are in the right, anſwered 
one of his peaſants, for it is the m which has 


moſt . and ſfirit. 3 
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CHAP. CXXVII. 
SHOPKEEPERS.. ; 
SHOPKEEPER', retailers, pedlars, every trad- 
ing claſs in general, are more or leſs grumblers 
by character and habit; they are in continued 


oppoſition with every man who has taken any 


part in our political debates. A revolution is 
always a ſcourge for the generation in which it 
happens. To hear theſe perſons, one would ſup- 
poſe _ that the revolution ought to have choſen 
any other time than that in which they live: 
Why have dangers come to aſſail them? They 
never examine whether this revolution is not 
made up of a number of revolutions, and indif- 
criminately cenſure the talents, the virtues, and 
the vices of a crowd of individuals, laviſhing 
the names of wretches on patriots who have 
ſaved their country, as well as on the monſters 
who#have diſhonoured it by their crimes. 
They are not aſhamed of affociating Condor- 
cet and Marat. The moſt ridiculous accuſations, 
the moſt groſs invectives, iſſue from their mouths 
againſt every republican. They would rather 
ſee mankind the prey of eternal deſpotiſm, than 
undergo the ſtorms which have deranged their 

| trade. 
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trade. They call themſelves friends to quiet, 
and with thoſe friends the iron ſceptre of tyrants 
would remain unſhaken in their hands. Were 


kings revived and put in place, they might with- 


out fear deliver themfelves up to every exceſs of 
. vengeance, to all the madneſs of power. N 
They are continually calling to mind the tables 
of proſcription; and when the fatal carts, which 
_ dragged the victims to execution paſſed, they 
looked coolly and tranquilly on thoſe that were 
going to be ſacrificed, and honoured their con- 
ſtancy and their misfortune neither by a bsh nor a 
regret. "i 
Their courage has not hen out to the 2 
proof; they have never indeed reflected whether 
there would be courage in braving oppreſſion 
and tyranny. Arbitrary meaſures, according to 
them, are ſuch as order the payment of patents 
and taxes; this is what would revive their inde- 
pendent ſpirits, if they knew how to handle any 
thing except an ell, and the pen which traces be 
multiplication table. ; 
Devoid of every kind of political Fang it 
matters little to. them. that this man is prowling 
to erect again the bloody altars of the Maratiſt, 
and that, to. raiſe up a throne annihilated by-the 
general will. There are no other vexations, ac- 
cording to them, than ſuch as fall on the tradeſman; 
and as the word republicaniſm is a new word, it 
was very uſeleſs to create it, as well as the ca- 


lendar, 


NEW Ppferukk or PAA fs. 


lendar, which has raſlily changed the name of 
the months of the years, obliging the citizens to 
be at the expence of talent for memory a erime 
unexampled, a criminal ſyſtem, and 4 complete 
piece of extravagance. Such is the cant of the 
ſhopkeepers, and in this elaſs I reckon the no- 
taries. The pen-gentry are thoſe who have the 
narroweſt ideas; and notaries, above all others; 
have thicker heads than could have been e 
even e the new order of thingy, £14) 
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CHAP. CXXVIII. 
1 ARRE STATION. 


Lis6vEr, who proſcribed this word, wiſhed 
us to make uſe of that of arritement. Linguet 
was in the wrong. We ought never to employ- 
this word, but in ſpeaking of things; we ought 
to ſay, for example, the arretement (the ſtopping) 
of the courſe of a rivulet ; the ſtopping of a car- 
riage at the door of a houſe. The word arreſ- 
tation is applicable only to. perſons arreſted by 
order of a conſtituted authority. Nevertheleſs, 
when proofs were diſcovered of the treaſon of 
Gabriel Mirabeau, whom Conde called a great 
man and a great ſcoundrel, and when the propo- 

ſition 
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ſition was diſcuſſed at the National Convention: — 
to exhume from the Pantheon the aſhes of this 
deputy, who ſold his genius to the higheſt bid- 
der, Pierre Manuel, after having defended the 
memory of his friend, terminated his diſcourſe by 
ſaying, that the Convention ſhould limit itſelf to 
putting his memory in arrefation.” At the time 
when the decree, which ordered the ' arreſt of 
ſultected frerſons, appeared, it was perceived with 
terror, that by the definition which- it gave of 
what was to be underſtood by fuſtected, there 
was no one whom the Committee of Public 
Safety, whom the Revolutionary Committees, 
whom the viceroys in the departments, might 
not declare ſuch.” The execution followed cloſely 
the promulgation of this law, which impreſſed 
the marks of ſlavery on the front of liberty. 
The fear of being denounced as ſuſpected forced 
ſome to abandon their homes, and dive into 
foreſts; while others, after having made their 
will, buried themſelves in caverns. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. xxx. 


© \BOISSY"D'ANGLAS. OD 


SURNAMED Boiſſy Famine. He was maitre 
d'hotel to the king's brother, penſionary of the 
court: he ſeemed to me, while he was ſpeaking, 
to be always holding a napkin under his arm, as 
L have ſeen Paſtoret hold his parliamentary ou 
which fell down to his heels. 

We are not yet certain whether this Boiſſy 
d'Anglas was not in accord with the aſſaſſins of 
Ferand, when he appeared ſo unſhaken in ſalut- 
ing the bloody head which was offered him, and 
when the balls of the blunderbuſs pierced the 
wainſcot four feet diſtant from him. Faithful to 
the plan of the royal re- action, he battled for it 
till the 18th of Fructidor, when his part ended. 

He had ſigned the proteſt of the ſeventy- three. 
Quite aſtoniſhed at having done an act of cou- 
rage, or rather from fear, he begged to have his 
ſignature effaced. This favour was e 1 | 
from- contempt. | 

The idea of organizing a abs was noh ; 
the court had ſometimes made uſe of it. During 
the ſummer of the year three, Boiſſy d'Anglas 
lied like a Barrere, and favoured, as one of the 

' moſt 
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moſt active agents of the faction of the . 
manes, that diſaſtrous ſcarcity, by means of which 
they had hoped to have driven a famiſhed people 
to demand a king 

In recompence for the long faſt they had un- 
dergone, the people of Paris named him deputy; 
and his name was the firſt on the liſts which 
were ſent into the departments. When I ſay 
the people of Paris, I mean to ſpeak of the ſec- 
tions, which ſeemed agreed with the foreign 
cabinets; ſo much in oppoſition were they to 
the genius of that ata. which created ſo _ ; 
prodigies. 

With this Boiſſy d·Anglas was ee 
execrable Aubry, the moſt cowardly and vileſt of 
men, and who already believed himſelf a ſecond 
Monk; but who, without ability, without un- 
derſtanding, not having even the momentary 
audaciouſneſs of a conſpirator, obtained a terri- 
ble influence after the days of raven He 
broke Buonaparte's commiſſion. 

This Aubry was the ſcourge of the F 5ench 
armies, diſmiſſing with frigid inſolence all the 
brave republican officers, whom he replaced by 
knights of the poignard, by body guards, and 
other people devoted to the cauſe of royalty. 

Never was the republic in greater danger 
than at the time of the operations of this artful 
and cold-blooded wretch, who: fettered the valour 
of our troops; and it was time that the 18th 

FruQtidor 
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Fructidor overthrew thoſe Clichians, who were 
all, under the guidance of the infamous Carnot, 
about to betray and dye their country in blood. 

We muſt alſo obſerve, that Boiſſy d' Anglas 
and Aubry were amongſt the royal pamphleteers, 
and the moſt iy * w_ nn 
ſeridblers of r ee nit 


"TREATED LIKE A DO. 


Ax expreſhon which circulated in converſation 
in the fr years of the Ro Og 
of which is unknown. 

Under the old regime, the 3 penſions, 
which were called royal, amounted to more than 
an hundred millions. Obferve, that thoſe granted 
to the ancient ſubjects of the roya/ academy of 
muſic amounted to more than two hundred ſe- 
venty-eight thouſand livres; and that a penſion 
of ſix thouſand livres was given to the hair dreſſer 
of Mademoiſelle d'Artois, who, having. died at 
three years of age, had no hair to dreſs. But 
note alſo, that the government became economi- 
cal in certain circumſtances. For inſtance, the 
brave Aude, who made general Ligonier priſoner 

| in 
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in the battle of Laufeld, and who contributed to 
gain the victory, had a penſion granted him by 
the royal treaſury of two hundred livres. From 
economy, however, they took care, by way of 
reſerve, to reduce it to an hundred and eighty- eight 
lvres three ſous, which they totally forgot to pay 
him. A circumſtance by the way, which proves, 
that under the old regime our brave ſoldiers 
were treated with much leſs humanity than his 
majeſty's dogs. Look at the account given in 

1788, by the calotin de Brienne, and there you 
will read, © For the maintenance of his majeſty's 

« dogs, at eight ſous fix deniers a day for each 
dog, forty thouſand livres. For the furniture 
« of the ſaid dogs, ten thouſand livres a year.” 
Now the pay of a ſoldier amounted at moſt to 
fix ſous a day. His majeſty's dogs, therefore, 
were better treated than the ſoldiers, who ſhed 
their blood to defend what he called his rights. 
There was not a ſoldier who would not have ſaid, 
that he would have been very happy to be treated 
like a dog. 
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' CHAP. CXXXI. 
MUSCADINS. 


A x1nD of men, whoſe buſineſs it is to wear 
an elegant or ridiculous dreſs, and whom the 
beat of a drum metamorphoſes into women. 
e The ſon of the Czar Peter I. burnt one of his 
« fingers,” ſays one of our writers, “ in order not 
« to do the work his father exacted from him.” 
We have ſeen a Muſcadin cut off his thumb to 
avoid carrying arms againſt the enemy: he ought” 
to have kept it to handle the needle or diſtaff. 

Theſe perſonages form the contraſt of the filthy 
Jacobins. One would have thought that a ſpi- 
rited ſet of young men would have embraced re- 
publican principles; but theſe young men were 
rich, and wiſhed to diſtinguiſh themſelves” from 
thoſe they called Sue coats. The Muſcadins were 
laughed at, drubbed, and kicked, wherever they 
went with their dog ears, and their hair turned uf; 
with a comb, to brave the republicans. If they 
had the advantage, it was very ſeldom, and then 
they were four againſt one. They act the royaliſt 
when out of hearing, but the' emigrants deſpiſe 
them ſtill more than they deteſt the RO 
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CHAP. CXXXI.. 
"ace SPIRIT. 


_ - NoTnins is more amuſing than the efforts of 
writers to determine preciſely what is public ſui- 
rit. Every one is defirous of fixing it in his co- 
terie, or in his newſpaper. This man fell into 
the party of oppoſition without knowing it, 
the other ſerved the government by his inconſi- 
derate ſpeeches, and without wiſhing it. wy 
It was impoſſible that there ſhould have been 
any public ſpirit in thoſe great commotions, or 
at leaſt to find out preciſely where it was. The 
ſenſible and tranquil portion of citizens perhaps 
in ſecret reaſoned thus: Let us take patience 
from a ſpirit of reaſon and calculation; the worſt 
that could happen would be, not to be badly 
governed, but not to be governed at all.” The 
word | public ſpirit has therefore had at Paris and 
elſewhere very different acceptations. The ob- 
ſervers, if I may ſo expreſs it, placed their fingers 
on the thermometer when they conſulted it, and 
took for the temperature of the air the greater 
or leſs heat of their hands. | Ten who ſpeak 
make much more noiſe than ten thouſand who 
hold their tongues, but the noiſe goes off. 


To 


© pw PICTURE OP'PARTS: Ty 
Je feel the fulſe of the public mul requires a 

very fine touch. We muſt examine accurately 
if the motion be in proportion to the noiſe; 
and ſubtract afterwards from the calculation 
every thing which is due to the being 8 on, 
and to the effect of example. 

An office of public fpirit was once femad, 
every thing was picked up that. was ſaid at the 
coffee-houſes and. theatres ; but the next day it 
had another verſion ; for what is called [pirit of . 
of /rofition is innate amongſt the Pariſians. One 
man cries out fire, in order to extinguiſh it; ano- 
ther, to plunder the houſe. It is not publie ſpirit 
which reigns at Paris, but the ſpirit of criticiſm. 
Amongf the drawing-room gentry, the firſt affair, 
they daily demand, is amuſement.” Nothing leſs 
amuſing than praiſe. Satire is much better fitted 
to paſs. an hour or two gaily; it dips its little 
arrows in every acid ; gay in the circle, tenacious 
in coffee-houſes, bawling at the Halle, laughing 
or crying every where, but having every where 
for its baſis a ſpirit of contradiction, which ne- 
ceſſarily excludes that common Sera; n 18 
the intereſt of the whole. | 

The revolution has often bn e fe 
which Paris was divided into two claſſes; one 
which acts, the other which fits in the galleries, 
judge, as at the Circus, of: the {kill N en 
of the combatants. 

4 Hence 
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Hence the ſceptics, who never welcome the 

| news of our-viftories ; hence thoſe habitual de- 
- claimers, who are always in oppoſition to "uy 
b * wiſhed for *. * wiſe. 


— — 
CHAP. CXXXIII. 


© NATIONCULE. LAN 


© Tax city of Geneva, which forms a republic 
and a ſeparate ſtate, is a point ſcarcely percep- 
tible. Nevertheleſs this Nationcule, the moſt 
- contentious in Europe, has given birth to a 
crowd of individuals, who have agitated what- 
ever countries they have been received and em- 
d in. 

Public liberty owes much to M. Necker; and 
it is the height of injuſtice not to ſeparate him 
entirely from the enemies of republican princi- 
ples. What we have to reproach him with, is 
having done what every man did at chat time; 
having attempted to reconcile certain principles 
with thoſe of liberty, which were irreconcileable. 
He enjoyed afterwards too great an eclat, too 
proud a day, when all the people of Paris pro- 


ſtrated themſelves as it were before him; as be- 
fore 


. 
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fore a protector. It is of the eſſence of repub- 
lican government not to think that its ſafety de- 
pends on Themiſtocles, or Scipio, but on the 
nation itſelf, which bears within it the imperiſh- 
able principles of liberty. We always thought 
that M. Necker wanted to monarchiſe the re- 
public, and this inculpation has made us forget 
all the former ſervices which he, has rendered the 
country. 

When we refle& that Rouſſeau, native of the 
city of Geneva, would, had he been alive, have 
been dragged to the guillotine; and that after his 
death, he has been made a political ſaint, we 
muſt reflect a little in order to appreciate in a 
juſt manner the praiſes and inſults of men, and 
judge on what all that depends. 

Claviere, another enlightened man, killed him- 
ſelf in order to prevent his execution, and pre- 
ſerve to his family a fortune, which by this means 
eſcaped confiſcation. 

The Swiſs who deſcends from his mountains, 
to go and ſell his ſervices and his blood to the 
deſpot who pays him the deareſt, is not worthy 
the title of republican; ſtill leſs the calculating 
banker, who heaps up gold in his tons, and who 
. comes to Paris only for that purpoſe. 


VOI. II. D 
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CHAP. x xxIV. 
| ADULTERATED WINES, | 


| Paris, whoſe fuperfices contains within its 
ramparts only three millions ſeventy-three thou- 
fand and ninety ſquare fathom, and whoſe popu- 
lation is at leaſt ſeven hundred thouſand fouls, 
conſumes annually four hundred fifty. thouſand 
muids* of wine, not e brandy, beer, 
and cyder. 

Whether therefore the vines of Burgundy, of 
Champaigne, of Languedoc, and Rouſillon, be 
beaten or not by the hail, it matters little; the 
quantity muſt be the ſame: and, according to the 
principle of the wine-dealers, the fecret is known 
how to make enough for every one. 

The moſt villanous, of all apprenticeſhips 5 
that which is made at the manufacturer of wines; 
his cellar is a practical ſchool of knavery and 
cunning of every kind; it is a laboratory at leaſt 
as formidable as that of a quack. | 

It is there that a libertine apprentice forms 
himſelf in the art of preparing, and diſtilling 
poiſons; of compoſing with the woods and dye- 
ſtuffs of the Indies, with beet-root, carrots, turn- 


* A muid contains 300 quarts. 


ips, 
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ips, and litharge, a mixture, which his maſter 
makes him put into ſealed: bottles, under the 
pompous names of Tonerre, Bourgogne, CI; 
A Alicant, Madeira, and Gyfireſs. 

The liſt of thoſe fine and foreign wines, true 
maſter-piece of his compoſition, figures in capital 
golden letters among the black bunches of the 
iron vine, which bends in cluſters at the door of 
his tavern; it is the only vocabulary of the noted 
ſots of the neighbourhood. 

It has been ſaid, with as much fineſſe as os 
ſenſe, that truth lies at the bottom of © the bottle, 
which contains happily the true juice of the god 
of joy. There is alſo truth in the adulterated 
bottles; it is a terrible truth; there is dearth in 
the fiot ! yes, death, which, like a knawing worm, 
faſtens on its prey, and lowly corrodes it. 

Mild and tranquil gaiety does not expand the 
brow of the laborious mechanic, condemned to 
the uſe of this traitorous liquor. A deep melan- 
choly on the contrary darkens his viſage, whilſt 
he drinks 1t without miſtruſt. The poiſon ſoon 
penetrates. into his veins like a fiery ſerpent, and 
puts him in a rage. The exceſſes which he com- 
mits in his delirium, are owing ſolely to the per- 
fidy of the vintner. 

It is not for his own wine that by thirſts, it is 
for your gold. He will not bate you a farthing, 
but holds your money, and paſſes and re-paſles 
it with his thumb; a cheat and a knave from 

D 2 principle, 
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principle, he takes only money of good alloy; 
and feldom ſells you any thing but wines that are 
falſe or adulterated. 

Look at him, one hand on the key of the till 
of his counter, and the other on the inexhauſtible 
can: his head is as full of motion as that of a 
fox on the watch. He welcomes, with a knaviſh 
ſmile, the crowd that enters. What price, gen- 
tlemen,” accoſting them ; © twenty-five, or thirty 
„ ſous?” His attentive eye examines, and diſ- 
tinguithes each claſs of tiplers. | 

He is more cunning than the nickpodket; for 
he knows how to cheat even the thief, by ſcor- 
ing on his ſlate a greater number of bottles than 
he has emptied with his noiſy companions. 
| There are three kinds of wine for the three 
principal parts of the day. The wine of the 
morning is-alterant ; this is the deareſt *. _ _ 

The adulterating vintner well knows that the 
morning 1s the hour of houſe-painters, carpenters, 
maſter-maſons, and ſmiths. Their meaſure in 
their hand, they mount the tottering ſtaircaſe of 
his drinking- room, where the only, decoration 
which meets the eye, are the attributes of the 
god of Lampſacus, pourtrayed with charcoal. 


*The price of wine is ſcandalous. A workman pays his 
day's labour for a bottle; too happy, when he is not reduced 
to drink that which is ſold to hackney-coachmen, to the inha- 
bitants of the alleys, thoſe of the Greve, or the vagabond beg- 
gars of the Fauxbourg St. Marceau. 


The 
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The bottles are rapidly emptied; and the laſt 
which comes is always the ſmalleſt; for the quart 
is reduced to ſome lines more than a pint in thoſe 
bottles, which ſeem all choſen to reſolve the pro- 
blem of the infinite diviſibility of matter. 

The wine of noon is diluted with river water 
in ſufficient quantity, becauſe that of the morning 
has parched the throat. That of the evening is 
ſpirituous, ſharpened by brandy or ſpirits of wine, 
and ſometimes impregnated with dead cat, to 
give it body. It is the middle claſs who drink 
this, to comfort themſelves after the day's exceſ- 
five labour ; and as it burns rather than warms 
the ſtomach, it 1s every where vaunted; and it is 
on this error in taſte that more than one vintner 
builds his reputation, 

How [ pity the hard-working man, who bend- 
ing under his burden, and his limbs bathed in 
ſweat, ſtops at the door of this ſacrilegious pro- 
faner, to aſk for a poor half-quarter pint ! When 
he puts to his lips this terrible red mixture, I 
fancy I ſee a man about to ſwallow poiſon *. 

It is not enough to khow the ſuperfices of this 
immenſe city. The cellars belonging to taverns 
occupy three-fourths of its ſubterraneous topo- 
graphy. It is into thoſe labyrinths you muſt- pe- 


* The wine merchants of new date do not yet mix their 
liquors, becauſe they are not yet initiated in the ſecret of the old. 
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netrate, to ſurpriſe the fabricator in the midſt of 
his ingredients, | 

It is in vain to eſtabliſh duties on the entries 
of wine; he will ſet at nought the moſt ſubtle 
ſcrutiny, His wine, like the water of Arcueil, 
will come into Paris en, inviſible chan- 
nels. | 

It is the . of gain, more that the .inſuf- 
ficiency of the laws, which makes thoſe of his 
profeſſion ſo intrepid, and who, being in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ſame ſecret, manufacture every 
where the ſame wine, brave the ſentence of the 
liquor ſtandard, and the experiment of the chy- 
miſt *. 


*The wines alſo in the ports are adulterated. The wine 
which is of pure growth, .is deſtined only for the rich. But 
let a tradeſman of the lower order, a taylor for inſtance, 
cheapen a barrel; the wine-merchant, who diſcovers him by 
his gait, and crooked legs, will ſell bim wine of Surenne for 
wine of Micon, One might ſuppoſe that he regulates the 
pleaſure of his mouth, according to the ſtate or condition of 
the individual; he judges that it is not near, but verjuice, 
that ſuits the plebeian cockney, ſuch as will ſting his palate, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CXXXV. 
Boss U Er. 


Bossvzr compoſed, for the uſe of his pupils, 
his diſcourſe on univerſal hiſtory ; in which he 
judges, in the twinkling of an eye, conquerors, 
kings, nations, crimes and virtues; and traces 
with an energetic and rapid pencil, time, which 
ſwallows every thing up; the hand of God on 
human greatneſs, and kingdoms which periſh 
like their maſters. | 

This ſubhme expreſſion was heard both by 
kings and prieſts; and when the inſtant came in 
which the great evangelical truths were accom- 
pliſhed, prieſts and kings would neither compre- 
hend nor hear them, They had only taken for 
ſounding phraſes, and idle rhetoric, whatever was 
ſaid in the pulpit on the ſupreme will of the Cre- 
ator, who breaks thrones, and diſperſes empires. 

Kingdoms which periſh like their maſters!” Ob! 
crowned heads, remember all of ye the expreſiem 
of Boſſuet! 8 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, CXXXVI. 


NEW WORKSHOPS. 


Taz daughter of Michael Lepelletier, St. 
Fargeau, when married to a rich Hollander, re- 
ceived for a wedding preſent, gueſs what 
twelve wigs! _. | | 

By means of theſe. wigs,. 3 are 3 
worn without powder, ladies can change their 
phyſiognomy every day, and are no longer de- 
pendent on an hair-dreſſer; they can preſent a 
new viſage every day to their lover, and afford 
him ſometimes an agreeable ſurpriſe. Is he 
known, or ſuppoſed, to have a favourite, Wet, 
they take her treſſes. 

Baldneſs To what i is moſt unbecoming i in a wo- 
man; ſhe ought to avoid even the ſlighteſt ap- 
pearance of it, There are at preſent warkſhops 
for women's wigs, which have almoſt the elegance 
of boudoirs ; a. duſt of powder durſt not ſhew 
' Itſelf. You find, in them a complete aſſortment 
of wigs, of all ſhades and deſcriptions, of all 
torms, dimenſions, and lengths. 

The wig-maker, amidſt his glorious treſſes, 
preſſes dexterouſly with the ends of his fingers 
the pou of a papillot ; he does not ſuffer an un- 
ruly 
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ruly hair to wander fm its place, he is as heat 
as his comrades are dirty. He may be ſaid not 
to make wigs, but to paint them. Sometimes 
he takes a fiddle, ſings his amours; and all the 
perriwigs which ſurround him aſſume a gently 
tremulous motion; and ſeem to applaud his taſte, 
and the lightneſs of his hand. 

It is from the eaſy and rapid change or̃ ' the 

- hair,” that Paris is become a gallery of painting,” 
renewed every inſtant at the will of the curious, 
and preſenting an aſſemblage of whatever is moſt 
rare and original in heads of every kin. 

Orphiſe changes her looks three times a- day. 
In the morning ſhe is a tranſparent nymph, in a 
muſlin robe. Her wig has the conical form of 
a hive. She goes to breakfaſt in the country ; 
that is, at Paſſy. 

At three ſhe ſhines with a thouſand attractions; 
her red ſhawl makes her look like a butterfly 
with purple wings; her Berenice wig fixes —_ 
one's. attention. 

In the evening, when the ſun has diſoppeaitd; 
ſhe is Diana with tuckt-up robe, and quick ſtep! 
A diamond creſcent ſhines above thoſe foreign 
and jet-black hairs, which a ſimple ribband con- 

fines in a knot on the back of the head; her 
eyes at the opera wander in ſearch of thoſe of | 
an ambaſſador, a miniſter, or thoſe of a Greek or 
a Turk; in ſeeing her paſs, the ſpe&ator obſerves 
aloud, that e is hunting the wild beaſt. IK 

I hear 
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I hear a cabriolet at a diſtance, driven with the 
noiſe of thunder; already the courſer, as rapid as 
the impetuous deſire which governs it, moiſtens 
my ſhoulders with his breath. Some one bawls 
out, gare I turn round, and ſee in the phaeton a 
goddeſs, with the ne of the king of Sa- 
turn. 

The women who drive. the dae are half 
men: whip in hand, they affect the air, the de- 
meanour, and the voice ; but it is always the co- 
lour of the wig that regulates the tone. ö 

This man haunts theatres, where he can meet 
with the marvellous. He loves noiſe, tumult, 
horſes which prance on the ſtage, devils more 
terrible than thoſe in the temptations of St. An- 
thony, and who mount up in the air with a monk 
in their claws, a capuchin, or an attorney. He 
muſt have ſpectres, dark dungeons, the bloody 
nun, or the carnival of the ſeraglio. In ſhort, 
nothing pleaſes him more than cities beſieged in 
form, aſſaults, cannon, comets falling from heaven 
in ſhowers of fire, the ſhrill ſound of trumpets, or 
the rolling of drums. 
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CHAP. OXXXVII 
10 L ANTER N. 


Tais word ſignified age to , loſe one's time 
in doing nothing, or in doing nothings. At the 
beginning of the Revolution, it ſignified, zo harg 
a man at the Jautern iron. 

.To guillotine, and grillotine, have gained ſuch an 
aſcendancy, that the words /antern, and 10 lamm. 
are altogether out of uſe. 


| 
| 


CHAP. CXXXVIIL 


BRILLIANT NAMES. 


Tux names of Ariſtides, of Plato, of Socrates, of 
Corneille, of Voltaire, of all great men, paſt or pre- 
ſent, are leſs illuſtrious, leſs brilliant, than thoſe of 
jewellers. How ſo? will you ſay—becauſe the 
names of thoſe dealers, written in letters of dia- 
monds at the bottom of their ſhops, dazzle the 
eyes when you read them; they efface, therefore, all 
other names known by their ſplendour: it is a ſig- 

nature 
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nature which the Great Mogul only ſhould make. 
Poor profeſſors, who teach morality and belles- 
lettres, your names, in little black letters, are 
ſtuck up at the corner of the ſtreet. The names 
of theſe jewellers ſhine with a thouſand fires— 
they ſparkle like the ſun: it is in order to ſell; but 
dear, much dearer than that of Poultier, re- 
preſentative of the people, when he puts it for 
money at the head of his incivic journal. The 
jewellers, from the ſplendour of their names, at- 
tract every eye; one might therefore ſay of them, 
that they have formed a brilliant name, even ra- 
diant, in their figns, either at the Palais Royal, 
or in the Rue St. Honoré, and that no name in 
the National Inſtitute can enter into parallel with 
theirs. 


( 


CHAP. CXXXIX. 
COATS OF Anus. 


Taz moſt decifive decree for the democrats, 
and the moſt mortal againſt the ariſtocrats which 
was ever made, was that 00 the 19th of June 
1790. © No French citizen ſhall wear, or cauſe 
6e to be worn, liveries, nor have coats of arms.” 


"= 


NEW, PICTURE OP PARIS. 45 


In thoſe days of deſolation, the nobility veiled 
the inſcriptions. and eſcutcheons of the nobles 
with a kind of plaſter coverings, as the  calo- 
' tins cover the face of their ſaints and madonas 
in the mourning of the holy. week. The nobility 
hoped, that the Revolution would not laſt lon- 
ger than this flight covering. They acted like 
the ſculptor, who inſerted the name of the prince 
in a cement of curious compoſition, under which 
was engraven the name of the artiſt, whom time 
ought to hand down to poſterity. They were 
in hopes that time would bring back their eſcut- 
cheons, and continue to ennoble their race, On 
the pannels of many carriages were painted a 
thick miſt, which meant that the foggy ſeaſon 
which obſtructed the fight would paſs away, 
One of our ariſtocrats, leſt the people ſhould not 
ſeize the allegory, put for a device, Ce nuage 191 
que paſſager—This cloud is but momentary. 

The number of ci-devant nobles was but ſmall, 
who lulled themſelves with thoſe dreams; the 
greater part were not ſo fooliſh as to amuſe 
themſelves with ſuch dreams, except Capet- Conde, 
into whom ſeems to have emigrated the ſoul of 
M. V Abbe. Thirty thouſand men; and who did not 
ceaſe to ſay like him, Give me thirty thouſand men, 
give me a noyau of thirty thouſand men. The reſt of 
the nobles regard their nobility as dead and buried, 
and the equality eſtabliſhed by the declaration of 


rights 
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rights makes them ſuffer the ackicipated puniſh- 
ment of the valley of Jehofaphat.. 
It is very true, that an old counteſs died 
with rage upon reading the-decree, though ſhe 
did not expire at the moment, as was faid, but 
half an hour after. The decree ſpread the peſti- 
lence in hotels, and was worth a real eee to 
the phyſicians ef e | 
It is, moreover, the fineſt part of the ariſto- 
cratical gentry who were attacked with this peſti- | 
lence, of which the patients expire in extraordi- 
nary ſtiflings, as. from an ariſtocracy ſtruck in- 
wards ; others waſted away inſenſibly in the lan- 
guors of a conſumption. This ariſtocratical ſpleen 
undermines, in the ſame manner, the dowager 
- dutcheſs, the toothleſs marechale, and the young 
viſcounteſs, who had flattered herfelf that when 
ſhe no longer wore the colours of the convent, 
ſhe ſhould ſeparate herſelf from the claſs of the 
vilains, with the privilege of rouge; ſhe is deſo- 
lated at not having any longer her livery, and ſays, 
as in the Prodigal Son— 


Votre ecuſſon, vos gens, votre livrte 
* Tout retracoit une image adorce.” 


Some, however, conſoled themſelves, ſince their 
lacqueys were left. Be it ſaid, to the honour of 


* It was time: the phyſicians began to complain of the di- 
minution of their practice. A lady ſaid lately to one of them. 
It. feems to me, M. le Docteur, that there are not many fick at fire- 


fent.”—* Alas! Madame, how fhould there be, up have fut every 
6 body under à regime. 


2 the 
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| the ladies of the court in general, no perſons had 

leſs contempt for the Tiers. It is ſaid,” they had 

in fact united the orders, lon 8 before Wen bad 
put it in theſis. ; 


CHAP. . 
POINT OF VIEW. | 


Ar a Alno, nie is figured as 5 pedpled with 
republicans ſenſible to national honour, proud of 
poſſeſſing the government which conquers im- 
menſe provinces, changes the ſyſtem of Europe, 
and founds republics; it may perhaps be ſuppoſ- 
ed, that the celebration of the 9th Thermidor 
excites ſome enthuſiaſm, that the days of Arcole 
and Lodi are kept with joy and pride, and that 
the thirty-firſt of May is a day of univerſal 
mourning. Not at all! In general, the ſhop- 
keeper, the attorney, and all the multitude who 
hold the juridical pen, attach neither their glory, 
their love, nor their remembrance, to any epocha 
whatever. Twelve hundred republicans repre- 
ſent this immenſe city; brave, generous, lovers 
of the country, they alone, with the government 
and the good military force, would drive back the 
{laviſh horde of kings, and deſtroy the moſt \ filly 
and contemptible prejudices. 

| To 


1 
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To throw out inſults againſt the Legiſlative 
Body, to calumniate its members, to affect con- 
tempt for every thing which is done,” and to do 
this without diſcrimination, without diſcernment 


to attribute the public immorality to what was 


only the work of the enemies of the Revolution; 


this is what is practiſed on all ſides; this is what 


gives a nauſea to the well-informed man, affects 
the heart, and leads the true republican, arming 
himſelf ſometimes with juſt diſdain, to exclaim, 
The opinion of Paris is null in politics; we 
4 muſt never depend upon it, and ſtill leſs embar- 
e raſs ourſelves with any thing they ſay.” 

Such is the anathema which a crowd of per- 
verſe ſpirits has drawn on this city; {laviſh inſtru- 
ments, repeating the catechiſm which they have 
learnt from their prieſts, and carrying confuſion 
and chaos into morals and inſtitutions, who ſpeak 
of excluſive tranquillity, and the happineſs which 


is due to them, in preference to all the other inha- 


bitants of the republic. Cowards ! they ſcarcely 
condeſcend to notice our victorious ſoldiers, who 
fight their battles for them 


CHAP. 
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Chap. XII. 
COMIC SCENE, | 


M. le Cuts, of St. Sulpice, at Paris, hid pa 
notice for ſome days that he was going to mani- 
feſt his refuſal of taking the oath to the nation in 
an exemplary manner. This fanfaronade, and the 
well-known character of the prieſt, required that 
meaſures ſhould be taken for the maintenance of 
order, and the 1 of the — of * 
church. | 

Citizens in arms were poſted to keep the -ublic 
peace, The faithful filled the temple. The prieſt 
of the golden calf mounted the pulpit, and preach- 
ed on hell, in order to prepare the minds of his 
auditory, by means of terror, for his anti-conſtitu- - 
tional concluſions. There was a great deal of 
laughing at ſeeing the Talotin agitating himſelf 
like a perſon in torment, and his whole perſon - 
did not ill repreſent the prince of the demons iti 
the tribune haranguing the fallen angels, ſuch 
as Milton has deſcribed him. When the mouth 
of this energumene had vomited out blaſphemies 
againſt the National Aſſembly, an univerſal cry of 
indignation reſounded from the vaults of the tem- 
ple. The hypocrite thought he ſaw the crown 

VOL, I, E of 
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of martyrdom deſcending on his head; he grew 
pale, and exclaimed, & Father, remove this cup 
« from me!” The cries, however, were not 
threats, . but only calls © To order, to order.” The 


| guilty conſcience of the calbtin had led him to 
miſtake it for ſomething elſe. Suddenly the ma- 


jeſtic organ filled the church with harmonious 


ſounds, and made every heart re-echo the air ſo 


celebrated, that of Caira! ga ira 
Indignation was turned into patriotic joy; and 


the mover of the counter-reyolution was invited 


to ſing Ca ira. He deſcended from the pulpit, 
covered with ridicule, ſhame, and a cold ſweat. 
Summoned to do his duty by taking the civic 
oath, he haughtily refuſed, and withdrew. . 

A municipal officer then mounted the pulpit, | 
and faid, © Citizens, the law does not oblige this 
man to ſwear allegiance to the nation; by his 
« refuſal he has only incurred his diſmiſſion from 
« the public employ which was confided to him; 
© he will ſoon be no longer our paſtor, and you 
© will be called to name another, who ſhall be 


e more worthy of your confidence,” Thoſe few 


words, pronounced in the name of the law, reſtor- 
ed that reſpe& which was due to the ſacredneſs 
of the place, and the moſt profound nn 
was obſerved. | 8 
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CHAP. CXLIL 
10 4 NARROW MIND. 


- . Tyov art pale with envy and. jealouſy ; thou, 
who aſpireſt to all places, even thoſe where thou 


wouldſt be the moſt unhappy of men. Art thou 


ignorant, that of all governments which .nations 
have attempted, ours is that which grants moſt 


to ſelf-love? Whatever thou be, it invites thee ; 


it invites every age, every condition without ex- 
ception, without diſtinftion. Thou haſt not to 


grow old before thou reacheſt the ſeat which thou 


coveteſt ; it is not neceſſary to be born a ſenator 
to become ſo; no one ſhould deſpair at his birth 
of attaining the end which he may. propoſe to 
himſelf, whatever it be. The doors of. the palace 
of authority are open to all amateurs. 'This power, 
which thou defireſt, thou ſhalt exerciſe to-morrow : 

this embroidery, which ſhocks. thee, thou ſhalt 
wear the next year; or at leaſt, he to whom 
thou envieſt it, unrobed and dreſſed like thee, 
ſhall come and ſeat himſelf near thee. on the 
benches of the parterre, and conſole thee far his 
glory of yeſterday. | 


„ "If 


32 aw. peru or lan 


If thou art a cenſor, and even a difficult eld 
thou mayeſt call him to account for his year's 


greatneſs; thou mayeſt with impunity ſee him 


from the height of thy brilliant carriage, paſs on 


foot, and ſtep on one ſide at the noiſe of thy cha- 


riotis coming; thou wilt be to-morrow what he 
was yeſterday. | 

The ſame men; ack under REN regime, had. 
not ſufficient influence or talent to become coun- 
ſellors at the Chatelet, confider themſelves at pre- 
ſent above every place which is not the firſt, They 
attribute to themſelves every talent fit to govern, 
and imagine that it was not worth while to have 
made the revolution, unleſs they are put in poſſeſ- 
ſion of riches, credit, and power. Such is the 
logie ofall thoſe little ambitious men who call their 
own ſpirit the public ſpirit, their opinion the pub- 
lie opinion; and while they ſtile themſelves: re- 
publicans, unite their voices to thoſe of emigrants 
and refractory prieſts ; and as in ſubſtance the evil 
is done when it is talked of, ſo is evil committed 
wa 25 are u N a | Gffurber.” 


uE PICTVRB OF n 16 


- oh. Y v * 
% 6 * 8 a 
— % — 3 pw —_ - of 
. * 2 8 ” 
SHA CXLIII. £ | - 
, $05 ne ET u 24 | 
* 4 12 iS ＋ . * "= : 


* 


, TRIC-TRAC:; G 1128 55 A 


Tax technical words of this game are become 
expreſſions truly new, from the national ſenſe whigh 
is annexed to them. The following little Pigs 

> gs at the end of the Your. 1789, | 


Le Rei Abe w chain,” | 
La Reine a toujours le dea contraire, = 
Les Princes ont trop hazards, - | 
La Nobleſſe a pris le coin 
Le Clerge fait la ville de miſere, FN 
Le Tiers a pris ſon coin par puiſſunce. 
Le Duc d'Orleans a decouvert ſon jeu, | | 
La Aﬀemble Nationale a mis tout bas, 
La Fayette bat ſouvent les deux coins, 
Les Laroche Foucault ſont en petite dredchlle, * 
I Eveque d' Autun a fait la caze du diable, 
Necker a fait une mauvaiſe tenue, 
Le Compte de Mirabeau fait ſon plein, | 
Les Parlemens ont jouẽ trop ferrs, \- | 
L'Armee et la Marine ſont en grande bxegdoville 
Les Mibices nationales ont le pavillon. 
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3 CHAP. CXLIV. 
COFFEE-KOUSE ORCHESTRAS. 


ForMERLY only kings and princes of the blood 
enjoyed the ſingular privilege of dining to the 
ſounds of muſic; at preſent all citizens without 
diſtinction are princes and kings, and dine in ſym- 
phony with flutes, horns, and hautboys. 

0 The bagpipe even plays in the ſmoak ing guin- | 
5 guette of the Limoſin, while he is ſwallowing his 

1 porridge ; but it is particularly in the ſubterrane- 
ous vaults of the Palais Royal that the Academy 
of the quinze vingts attract the crowd. 

Twelve or fifteen virtuoſos of equal abilities, 


| L hoiſted on a Parnaſſus of deal boards, torture 
my your ears without mercy, and ſmile malignantly at 
8 your martyrdom, becauſe their tympanum is 
25 trumpet- proof. | 


This is not all: often a haiednined Diana 

"Wy with ſwollen neck mouths the horn, and plays 
ij a preflo throughout without taking breath. 
| To complete this vocal melody, a porter ſtrikes 
10 and whips with the full ſwing of his arm an enor- 
| mous drum, the deafening noiſe of which ſhakes 
] or ſtupifies every brain. 

At every inſtant the leader of this horrible up- 
roar beats with his hand and feet, to keep in 


time 
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time his indocile muſes. They are acquainted 
with no other harmony than the jingling of 
glaſſes, or that of bottles, which they break in 
the agitation of their drunkenneſs. Brandy runs 
like Hippocrene at the bottom of their Par- 
naſſus. 

Vou may diſtinguiſh there, by his impertinent 
air, more than one  Marſyas who would defy 
Apollo, and who, in his proud delirium, would 
ſupport even to the end the e of the 
flaying alive. | 

Yes, thoſe modern S who tune to 
ſuch harſh ſounds their ſqueaking cymbals, have 
the moſt perfect conſciouſneſs of their own ta- 
lents; and whoever does not applaud the whifſt- 
ling of the drunken fluter who drivels in his flute, 
or a ſinger with a raven's voice, runs the riſk. of 
being inſulted or ill-treated. 

"Theſe are the coffee-houſes which have brought 
about the mode of harmonical concerts, and which 
have made muſic the trade of all the world. 

And do we not ſtill ſee on the old Boulevards, 
in that coffee room ſo frequented by the people, 
a poetical cabinet placed under the orcheſtra, where 
the god of wine, concealed in this ſanctuary of 
genius, communicates his petulant vein to his 
implacable miniſters, and inſpires. his Pythoneſles 
with poetic rage. 

In ſhort, the vender of lemonade, proud of his 
+ orcheſtra, puſhes his. boldneſs ſo far as to erect 
a theatre 
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a theatre in full coffee exchange, where they aft 
tragedy and comic buffoonery. If both are laugh- 
ed at alike, it is becauſe the ſpectators, who drink 
a glaſs between the acts, know not how to cry. 


11 
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* CHAP. 'CXLY. 4.4 # 2% 
. © CONSUMPTION OF PAPER, 


Ir the conſumption of paper aſtoniſhed think- 
ing heads under the old regime, that which is 
conſumed under the new ought to aſtoniſh them 
| much more. 

The liberty of the preſs, the firſt thought of the 
creators of the revolution, has put the pen into 
the hand of almoſt every individual which com- 
poſes the republic. Sk | 

Dating from the epocha i in which the firſt ſpark 
of liberty appeared to the French, .a legion of 
idle half-witted men, of artiſts without employ, 
of lawyers without briefs, pſeudo-philoſophers, 
prieſts without benefices, phyſicians without prac- 
tice, ſcribbled with impunity, and mingled with 
the juſt cauſes of complaint of the French their 
imprudent writings, both ſeditious and deſtructive 
| of * 


The 
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The proclamation of the rights of man, which 
opened a wide field to chicane about the reſpec- 
tive rights of citizens, gave birth to the right of 
petition; aſterwards appeared the conſtitution -. 
of 1791, which re- whitened the edifice of the tot · 
tering ſtate, and diminiſhed ĩts foundations. 

Plans came in from all parts; and it was im- 
poſſible to find rooms and boxes to ſtore all thoſe 
enormous heaps of paper. POT ee 

The ſale of the eſtates of the clergy, the aboli- 
tion of the nobility and of feudal rights, the emi- 
gration of the rich and the nobles, the arrival of 
the king at Paris all theſe: cauſes transformed 
the hotels of this capital into offices. Every day 
new conſpiracies were hatched, every day true 
or falſe conſpirators were arreſted, and millions 
of reams of paper were employed for the printing 
acts of accuſation. 

Printers and bookſellers having led withs 
out end from the abolition of freedoms and com- 
panies, denunciations - and defamatory libels be- 
came the mode, and it is from the \unpuniſhed 
publication of the liſt of the cuckolds in Paris, that 
the licentiouſneſs of the preſs has taken its riſe. 
The evil which paper has produced in the dif- 
ferent phaſes of the Revolution is ſo great, as to 
lead us almoſt to wiſh that it had never been in- 
In reality, has it not ſeconded every effort of 
maleyolence and calumny] Paper was the firſt 

57 con- 
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confidant of the conſpiracies formed "againſt the 
ſafety of the citizens, and the firſt plans of td IE 


vil war were executed by it. p 
Millions of blue, violet, atom, and 4 bills, 


ſtuck up every hour in the day, became ſo many 


public tribunes attracting the attention of crowds 
of people; the walls became orators, prompters 
to murder and pillage, and never were preachers 
more greedily liſtened to, or more r . 
qbexed. N F 
The inſtitution of the different clubs had alſo 
its different committees; and thefe committees 
were the arſenals in which were . fabricated ad- 
dreſſes and petitions for the inhabitants of each 
department, by which the leaders of factions go- 
yerned- the repreſentatives of the French, ex- 
torted decrees, or cauſed laws to be rendered at 
their will. What a powerful arm is paper! 
Terror aroſe from the ferment of political fu- 
ries; it engendered civil, criminal, and revolu- 
tionary tribunals, and at every ſtep you ſaw ſen- 


tences of death ſix feet in length cover the walls, 


and hang like menacing ſwords over every head. 
Swarms of news- carriers through the ſtreets, 
bawling out the peſtilential papers of hired 
ſcribblers, and the poſts to tranſport them through 

France, ſeemed the image of perpetual motion. 
Paper gave a ſort of ubiquity to the malignant 
to execute their conſpiracies; the maximum, the 
certificates of citizens, orders for bread, meat, and 
paſſ- 
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paſſports, will be long and laſting monuments of 
the invention of the moſt er en . ee under 
the reign of liberty. ed 
Nevertheleſs, the creation of more Umm thirty. 
thouſand laws, printed, publiſhed, paſted up, and 
ſent by heaps into every town of France, does not 
appear to have diminiſhed the quantity of paper; 
nor is it exhauſted by the forty milliards of pa- 
per money which has been put into circulation: 
Since the new conſtitution, how much has been 
wanted for printing the ſheets which have iſſued 
from the offices of the directory, the two coun- 
cils, the ſeven miniſters, departmental admini- 
ſtrations, and, in ſhort, from thoſe of all the col 
ſtituted authorities. 

An Indian newly arrived at Paris, and whoſe 
affairs led him to wait on a miniſter, ſtruck with 
thoſe pyramids of circular letters which encum- 
bered the offices, did not heſitate to aſſert, that 
they uſed in a fingle day, in one ſecretary's office, 
more paper than was conſumed 1 in a year through- 
out the whole of his country. "i 
And what would he have ſaid, if he had known 
what no clerk is ignorant of, the unworthy uſe 
which is made of more than half the white paper, 
the purchaſe, of which coſts ſo mx; millions 
a-year to the government. 

The mountebanks, who in oppoſition to each 
other diſtribute and poſt up their noſtrums, fur- 
niſh us with the true ſecret of employing paper. 
well, 
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. : ; ell, which is that of ſaying a great deal in a very 
_ _ little ſpace, and filling up the page and the back 
without leaving any margin. 


An ed nts, wh a apt 


at once to ſimplify the wheels of. the great poli- 
tical machine? Who will eſtabliſh a ſingle centre 
of correſpondence, without paſſing through ſe 
many intermediaries? . Such a one will have diſ- 
covered a fine plan of economy, for the ſurplus 

of what government pays too much for its paper 


ba be een for the maintenance of, _— 


| Nevertheleſ money would do much to. cure 


| the governors and the governed of the mania of 
writing. Let the government pay well, and the 


ſervice will go on without obflacle ; half the 
quantity of arms and paper would be ſufficient. 


He who employs himſelf in the reprinting of uſe- 
Jeſs or dangerous novels is highly criminal. We 


have ſo many good books ; let thoſe ſuffice, and a 
us learn to read. 

The laws ſerve to make ſky-rockets; why are 
they not rather made with the ſheets of the 4 
of J uſtiga ? | 
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HAP. CXLVI. 


THEOPHILANTHROPISTS: | 


Tan hereditary chief of the ſpiritual ee 5 


of credulous mortals at his nod, is hurled from 
his throne. The worſhipped foot of the ſuper - 

annuated god of Rome touches the earth which 
is to cover it! The thunder remained powerleſs. 
in his hand at the fight of the 2 of 
Italy. 5 | 
Immortal thanks be rendered to philoſophy 
reaſon triumphs | Superſtition, credulity, and all 
the ſacerdotal jugleries give way to true religion. 
Its perſuaſive voice begins to be heard in every 
heart. Soon will this powerful religion, the 
germ of which is born with us, be the only pre- 
vailing one, and ſuch is that which is taught and 


| profeſſed by the Theo-philanthropiſts. 


The true friends of God and the true friends 
of men; ſimple in their doctrine, like the Apoſ- 
tles of Chriſt ; humble like them; like them the 
enemies of pomp and grandeur, the Theo- philan- 
thropiſts inſpire confidence, gain every ſuffrage 
in their fayour, and * their proſelytes. 
4 Their 


whoſe terrible or bloody ſceptre bent the heads - - 
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Their fimple worſhip is founded on the belief 
of a Supreme Being, on the dogma of the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, on conjugal love, reſpe& due 


to old age, piety towards e and bene | 


ficence. | 
And this worſhip eſtabliſhes itſelf who theo- 


logical diſputes, without violence, without effu- 


ſion of blood; for the Theo-philanthropiſts force no 
one to believe. The text of their goſpel is the 
vault of heaven, and God is the concluſion of that 
ſublime book which can never be ſurveyed with- 
out admiration. They worſhip no ſculptured 


| image, leaving willingly to catholic prieſts the 


care of making God viſible or inviſible, agreeably 
to their will or avarice. | 

The tabernacle of the Theo-philaothropiſts i is 
the univerſe, the picture of which diſplays to 
the perverted looks of the atheiſt the ineffable 
wonders of the creation, and fills the believer with 


perpetual tranſport. 


Flowers, the firſt produQtion of the harveſt, the 


fruits which the earth pours from its boſom, cover 
their altar, and form its only decoration. They 


preſent them to the Eternal, as the offering of the 
gratitude of mankind. They preſent before him 
alſo the young child, adorned with the graces of 
his age, and its innocence. They imitate him 
who juſt enters the world with the elements of 
nature, and breathe into him the creating ſpirit. 
To the terror of prieſts, the flames of purgatory, 

* 10 
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to the pantomimes of the maſs, to the indecent 
car of confeſſors, they have ſabliitated the ew 
ment of reaſon. dk ES 


They inſtil into the hearts of chikdrew the leſ- 
ſons of wiſdom, exhort women to love their huſ- 
bands, teach men to love one another, and to do 
the ſame good to others as they would wiſh to 
be done to themſelves. They repreſent death as 
the beginning of immortality, and preach reſpect 
and — to the invincible — _ * 


— 


Without receiving or wiſhing for money, to 
debe men that they cannot do a good action 


which does not meet with its reward, nor commit 
a bad action without puniſhment ; to demonſtrate 


this truth by the irreſiſtible argument of the daily 
experience of the good and evil which happens 
to us, is certainly the complete triumph 15 * 

ſophy. Such is true religion. | 

When the lower claſſes of the people, under 
the direction of the factious, profaned the temples 
of the prieſts, it was not God whom they meant 
to inſult, but the knaves, who for ſo many ages 
abuſed their credulity. They intoxicated them- 
ſelves in drinking in the cup of the reaſon of Ro- 
beſpierre, but the next n they 3 their 
madneſs. 

At preſent, theſe ſame people My BR fail at- 
tending the ſervice of the Theo- philanthropiſts, 
where they aſſemble to rebaptize and regenerate 
themſelves in ſound morality. Leſs diſdainful than 

the 
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the corrupted rich, who ſeeks and finds And; 
only in his ſtrong box, EO OO ACN 


how to be juſt and compaſſionate. 


Flouriſhing peace will doubtleſs wn more 
pomp and ſolemnity to this inſtitution. At that 


period, a perfect ſymphony will execute in all 
its majeſty the hymn to the Father of the Uni- 
verſe. The little children already repeat it in 


chorus, and the young girl ſings it, uniting vn 
voice to that of her virtuous mother. 
Clothed in a robe of linen, the Theo-philth- 
thropiſt lecturer, in the pulpit of truth, leads 
theſe ſongs of joy. Innocence of heart formed 


the ſucceſs of the Chriſtian religion. Reaſon is 
the eternal bulwark of the heart of the mn 


religion of ſerious republicans. 
Let the Theo-philanthropiſts guard e 
againſt admitting any material image into their 


temples; let them connect all their thoughts with 


the great conception of Moſes, who forbad every 


repreſentation of created things, much more that 


of the divinity ; let them ſpeak of God only 
with words, and every man of ſenſe 2 80 and 
worſhip with them. 

It is right to obſerve that ancient nations were 
not idolaters, or adorers of images and ſtatues. 
Lucian remarks, that the ancient Egyptians had 
no ſtatues in their temples; nor had the Greeks, 


according to Euſebius, till the time of Cecrops, 


who firſt erected a ſtatue to Minerva; and Plu- 


[4 


65. 
tarch aſſures us, that Numa forbade the Romans 
the repreſentation of God under the form of a 
man or an animal; and during ſeventy years, 
neither ſtatues nor paintings of the me were 
ſeen in their 2 1 iat tog 2 
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Ix the fabileation-of: our ſmall ee 
forgotten M. Pince-Maille, of happy memory; 
we deſpiſe farthings, deniers, liards, pieces of two 
liards. The loweſt piece of money is a ſous. 
The conſequence is, that the moſt worthleſs ob- 
ject at preſent is worth a' ſous; à ſous for a 
match, for a ſprig of mint; and as à turnip is 
worth a ſous, there is not perhaps coin enough 
to procure thoſe kinds of commodities. What 
would M. Pince-Maille ſay to this? He would 
lament over the degradation of his dear coin, and 
the impolicy of the meaſure; and amidſt our 
great money ſpeculations, we have ſeen that 
mercantile avidity was not ſatisfied till it had 
ruined the copper coin. 2 N 


* 
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The pooreſt: is not diſpenſed from giving his 
alms, but he who has only eighteen ſous can give 
nothing, fince he would give more than the twen- 
tieth of what he poſſeſſes. The beggar laments, 


and 1s no longer heard. What is a ſous? I am 4 
aſked. Alas! every thing is compoſed of infipite- | 
ſimals. | 


Where is the time, when riſing at fix in'a 
winter's morning, my arm too ſhort to embrace 
my Greek and Latin Dictionary, I croſſed the 
Pont Neuf, and as a ſupplement to my breakfaſt, 
bought a petit pate, of two liards; as a prudent 
ſcholar, I had only ate my week's allowance, 
compoſed of two ſous, on Friday morning, when 
the ſcholar Pince-Maille advanced me both Fri- 

| day and Saturday, for the intereſt of an inch and 
half of ſugar: barley, which was little more than | 
a quarter of a little ſtick. + 

We muſt be more than fifty years old to feel 
the ſublimity of the expreſſion of St. Albin, in 
the Pere de Familie : when informed by his father 
that he has fifteen hundred livres revenue, he 
thinks himſelf I Ws rich to maintain a wife 
and children. . 

The foreſtallers, who call themſelves nietchanzs) 
and who are exclaiming that trade is ruined, 
would not wiſh to ſee German kructzers amongſt 

. With the little coin have diſappeared all 

e little cakes, the delight of infancy, and ſome- 
times even of youth; for want of little money, 

| there 
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there are no longer any of thoſe unexpected en- 
joyments, of thoſe luxurious temptations at the 
ſight of fruit ſtalls; children can no longer pur- 
chaſe a ſingle pear in ſummer, or burn Fd 
pockets with cheſnuts in winter. 5 

Amidſt our high money ſpeculations, we do 
not think of the infinite-fimals which govern the 
whole world; and the tradeſmen. of Paris, who 
are neither manufacturers, nor merchants, but 
foreſtallers, think that every thing would go well, 
if the leaſt piece was of ſix ſous; and if every 
plumb, which they ſend for from N was ſold 
by them at mY wo e 8 fi pk 
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CHAP. « CXLVIIL 


EVENT OF, THE, PLAIN oF GRENELLE. 


eee never come ſingle. i The * 
ing of the abbey, and the terrible event of Gre- 
nelle, near Paris, ſeem to juſtify this proverb. 
On the 14th of FruQidor, at a quarter after ſeven 
in the morning, the powder magazine blew up. 
The exploſion took place at firſt by a great ſtroke, 
which was immediately followed by ſeveral other 
very ſmart ones, which made the houſes tremble 
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which aroſe on the weſtern fide of the city with 


— 


to paint the ravage cauſed by this exploſion. 


. zine and workſhops were placed, buried under a 


as if ſhook by an earthquake. Every window 
inſtantly burſt open, and men and women, filled 
with terror, were aſking each other from hence 
the noiſe came. An immenſe column of ſmoke, 
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terrific majeſty, ſoon gave the fi ignal of ſome 
great and fingular misfortune. At nine the mu- 
tilated corpſes of the workmen, who were yic- 
tims of the exploſion, were brought into the city 
on biers. The ſtreet of Grenelle St. Germain 
was' filled with women, making lamentable cries, 
and running to look after their huſbands, dead or 
wounded. There are no colours dark enough 
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Figure to yourſelf the ground where the maga- 


maſs of calcined ſtones, the wrecks of beams, of 
planks torn into a thouſand pieces, and heaped 
confuſedly on each other; in the midſt of this 
frightful diforder, the carcaſſes of horſes ſtruck 
dead at the moment of the eruption; cart-wheels 
torn from their axes, ſplit in pieces; the houſe 
and laboratory ſtill ſtanding in a moſt ſhattered. 
ſtate, but preſerving the ſemblance of a building, 
as if to indicate the meaſure of the dreadful force 
of the powder. 8 
The magazine was emed with gardeners 
grounds; every thing was ploughed up, over- 
turned, diſperſed, confounded; nothing was ſeen 
but one ſtone on another ; ; their houſes ſeemed 
| abſolutely 


hc 
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abſolutely deſcended - under ground; the, rgofs 


were beat in, the tiles carried away, or almoſt 


reduced to powder; the furniture, the kitchen 
utenſils, diſſeminated on every ſide; the trees 
ſtripped of their branches and ſhattered; the 
fruits of the labours of thoſe unfortunate men, 
ſuch as melons, pumpkins, cucumbers, French 


beans, which were about to be gathered in, were 


devaſtated and loſt without reſource. Each one 
contemplated with tears in his eyes this horrible 
calamity, without ſpeaking, without daring to aſk 
the number of the dead and wounded *.. : 

The misfortune was engraven in characters of 
fire and blood on the ſoil. The ramparts of the 
Champ de Mars were in part overturned, or re- 
moved from their foundations. The trees planted 
around were whitened by torrents of duſt; others, 
ſplit from top to bottom, were ſtript of their 
leaves, From under heaps of ſtones were drag- 
ged out morſels of human fleſh, men's heads 
ſmaſhed. That vaſt incloſure, which in the glo- 
rious days of the revolution offered the delightful 
ſpectacle of the re-union of the French people 
free, preſented nothing in this fatal day but the 
horrible image of deſtruction and death; the 
field was covered with nothing but black planks, 
great beams and ſtones, and ſeemed like an erup 
tion of Veſuvius, . 


They were taken off immediately, and tranſported to the 
neareſt hoſpitals. | ; 
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It was obſerved that few people; whoſe ap- 


pearance denoted eaſy circumſtances, went to ſee 


this diſaſter. Nevertheleſs aſſiſtance was as 
ſpeedy as the evil had been ſudden. To all ſuch 
as traverſed the Gros Paillon it wore the appear- 


\ ance of a place that had undergone a bombard- 
ment. There was not a whole glaſs in a fingle 


window. The windows of the dome of the in- 
valids, and thoſe of the church, were ſhattered; 
the military ſchool ſuffered alſo conſiderable da- 
mage. The commotion was felt at Verſailles, 
St. Denis, Goneſſe, Luzarches, and many other 


places, Coats and caps were > found on the top 


of Mount Martre. 


Rich as well as poor gave their: mattreſſes to 


tranſport the wounded to the hoſpitals of the 
Gros Paillon and the Invalids. The number of 
the dead was unhappily too conſiderable. * The 
greater part of the citizens were convinced of it 
by their own eyes; and we were ſcandalized at 
the cowardly falſehood of certain repreſentatives 
of the people, who publiſhed in the ſtreets of 
Paris, that the misfortune was not ſuch. as male- 
volence had thought fit to deſcribe it. | 
Hiſtory will tell us ſome day, that thoſe two 
diſaſtrous events were not the work of chance. 
O Paris, how many different and ſecret ſtrokes 
have the enemies of thy ſplendour beſtowed on 
thee ? and how is it that thou yet ſubſiſteſt? 
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CHAP. CXLIX. 
| PARIS A FRONTIER Tow. 


| NoTtninG was wanting at Pajls, in modus to 
exhibit a ſpecimen of every kind of fight, but to 
be a frontier town. This has now taken 'place: 
The call to arms is beaten, cannon are dragged 
about; the garden of the Tuilleries was inun- 
dated with regiments .of cavalry; tents were 
erected ; the feet of the horſes dug up the walks 
of the alleys; the bark of the young trees was 
torn off by their teeth ; it became quite a camp. 
Each tree had eight horſemen lodged under it. 

We are accuſtomed to the ſound of the drum, 
to ſee blue coats, dragoons, and huſſars, galloping 
in the ſtreets; generals paſſing with double 
epaulettes in ſaſhes, a red feather ornamenting a 
gold laced hat. | 

The citizens mount guard, patrole the ſtreets, 
are taught the military exerciſe by officers of the 
troops of the line commiſſioned for that purpoſe. 
In all the public halls you ſee colours and ſtand- 
ards; and the fireworks which are exhibited 
offer nothing but the noiſe of bombs and the 
thunder of artillery in a day of battle. A great 


quantity of n is conſumed every day; 
they 
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they ſwear, they ſmoke, as at the army; the blue 
coat is the dreſs of every one, and ſome never 
ſhave but with the ſplinters of bombs from Liſle | 
or Valenciennes to ſerve as baſons. | 

I ſaw a formidable army on the day that Louis 
Capet and Maria-Antoinette were brought back 
to the chateau of the Tuilleries. Antoinette 
| paſſed under the name of the Counteſs of Korff, 
Louis for her valet de chambre, and Elizabeth 


for her chambermaid. The warriors of Xerxes | 


were not more numerous. One would have 
thought it the guard, not of a king who was a 
priſoner, but of the greateſt monarch on earth. 
The proceſſion never ended. We may aſſert, that 
from Straſburgh to Paris there were more than 
five hundred thouſand people under arms. Three 
perſons were tied on the box of the carriage. 
Never did the power of the people appear more 
formidable, and the people on that day behaved 
ſingularly well; they did not ſuffer an inſulting 
word to take place; and the king himſelf, tak- 
ing a part in this extraordinary ſpeQacle, ſmiled 
on the people, and ſaid with an ingenuouſneſs. 
fitted to excite the ſmile of pity in the wiſe; 
“Well! here I am!” 

When he was ſurrounded by this great Pari- 
ſian army, I ſaid to myſelf—Yes, here he is; 
this being, marked with the ſeal of a peculiar 
fatality; at his birth he was the object of his 
grandfather's hatred, who deteſted all his race, 

becauſe 
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becauſe his ſon wanted to aſſaſſinate him, i in order 
to mount the throne. Lewis the XV th, in re- 
turn, had poiſoned his ſon, and extinguiſhed: in 
his grandchildren, by a ,barbarous method, the 
ſources of generation. Lewis the XV th, the 
moſt debauched of men, had opened, to uſe the 
expreſſion, that career of humiliation into which 
his grandſon fell, for ever under the dominion of 

the haughty houſe of Auſtria. | 

I ſaw at the fide of Lewis the XVIth the mo- 
dern Fredegonde, from her cradle the enemy of 
France, {ſinking under the weight of her power- 
leſs and ill-ſupported fury, almoſt dead with ter- 
ror and vexation; ſhe locked in her arms, as a 
ſacred ſafeguard, the preſumptive heir of royalty, 
who ſeemed to be puniſhed by a divine hand for 
the ſins of his forefathers. Parricide, poiſon, in- 
ceſt, had been as familiar to this family as they 
were to the ancient houſe of Atreus and Thyeſte, 
All thoſe humbled human grandeurs made me 
think on Boſſuet, when he thundered, in the name 
of God, on the heads of kings. 

It has fallen to the lot of few mortals to ſee 
what I have ſeen, and particularly under the 
point of view that I have ſeen it. 

The reign of terror has loſt me quantities of 
paper, in which I had noted my reflections. Some 
were burnt by my neighbours, for fear they 
ſhould have been ſurpriſed in their poſſeſſhon,; 
others have neyer been given me back; but 

enough 
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enough remains to give — a etch of thoſe 
new and great ſcenes. | 

I have already faid, that Lewis the XVIth was 
devot; but how durſt he, if he was deut, perjure 
himſelf in the face of heaven and earth, and de- 
ceive the people, who had confidence. in ſuch ſo- 
lemn oaths? It was becauſe he was devo! ; he 
believed in a power ſuperior to his own, in the 
power of the pope, who could abſolve him from 
every oath. This falſe and contemptible idea 
led him to regard the act of the oath as a vain 
formula, which could not bind him in any man- 
ner. 
This city, ſince the revolution, has become a 
garriſoned town; it abounds in ſoldiers, who go 
and come, paſs and repaſs, and it is one of the 
great embarraſſments of the miniſtry to diſcipline 
without too much conſtraining them; for a per- 
miſſion to come to Paris is generally a recom- 
3 of their bravery. 

The children, inſtead of playing 4 /a Ae 
play at ſoldiers, patrole with ſticks on their ſnoul- 
ders, and grenadiers caps made with paper. 

Every one mounts guard; the moſt rattling and 
moſt deaf, as well as the moſt wiſe and attentive; 
A centinel lately bawled out, to the extent of 
his voice, Mio goes there? who goes there? the paſ- 
fenger, who was hoarſe, in vain anſwered, 1? it 
me, citizen ; it is me. The other was going to 
fire :— Don't kill me, my friend; don t kill me ;—it is 

thou 
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thon who art mounting guard for me. The centinel 


approaches, and the maſter diſcovers his cook, 


carrying, inſtead of his _ a . at "hy end 
of muſket. © e tier 


CHAP. CL. . 


OVERTHROW OF THE CATHOLIC WORSHIP, 


Tux preceding year the proceſſions of the holy 


0 0 ſo ſudden a deftruQtion. The — 
in general ſeemed attached to the ceremonies of 
catholiciſm; but there are bodies ſtruck with 
lightning, who ſeem ſtill to preſerve their life and 
organization, but touch W and ny crumble 
into duſt, | 

The people had the appearance of believing 1 in 
the maſs, in tranſubſtantiation, and in the moſt 
received dogmas of the catholic faith ; but the 
people did not believe in them at all. All the 
ſarcaſms of Valtaire againſt the prieſts, all the 
pleaſantries of the author of the Pucelle, had 
reached them. The conduct of the biſhops, who 

? were 
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were before their eyes, the morals. of the eccle- 
ſiaſties, the riches of the clergy, that ſpecies, of 
fatted calf which had been ſougbt after for a 
long time to be killed, the liberty given to thinks 
ing and writing, every thing had brought to a 
term a worſhip which bore a character of ido- 
latry, reprobated by reaſon, and which was ſup- 
ported only by its external ſplendour. 

There was only a ſingle ſtep to take to lay the 
revolutionary axe to the root of altars loaded 
with gold and ſilver: had they been naked, they 
would have eſcaped the deſtroying han. 

It 1s not their overthrow which ought to aſto- 
niſh, but it is having ſeen them fall in one day, 
with all the circumſtances of the moſt profound 
contempt” or hatred. The progreſs of irreligion 
was extremely rapid amongſt the vulgar, who 


armed themſelves at once with hammers and le- 


vers to break the ſacred images before which ſix 
months back they bent the knee. They were ea- 
fily perſuaded that it was a uſeful thing to trans- 
form the temples into magazines, golden cups 
and croſſes into money, the iron grates into bul- 
lets, and the copper cherubim into cannon. The 
mob thought, that after the decree of national 
ſovereignty, the right of doing every thing, of 
commanding every thing, and of not obeying, 
was fully devolved to them alone. t 
Amidſt the celebration of divine ſervice, they 
heard with joy the noiſe of the ſmiths hammers, 
who 
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who were unfaſtening and levelling * nn 
trades of the chapels. tits ab - miiziv fn: 
Sculptors, hired for the purpoſe,” were labo- 
rious in effacing with the chiſel, on every epi- 
taph, the titles of noble families. They reſolved 
that the archives of filial piety, that remem- 
brances conſecrated by the regrets of friendſhip, 
ſnould no longer attract the attention of feeling 
minds; monuments and tombs were attacked; 
and greedy maſter maſons preſented themſelves in 
crowds to execute the e _ the committees 
of demolition. © ft 1 2115) hWuRaWERo 
Contracts were made to mat all the faints, 
to diſlodge all the virgins, to efface coats of tms 
from every tomb; dangerous ſcaffoldings were 
ſuſpended” to go and ſcratch out from lofty roofs 
figures of popes, whom for hundreds of years paſt 
ſpiders had hid under the black mantle” of their 
hereditary webs. Angels and archangels were 
mutilated ; St. Thereſa loſt her noſe; the child 
Jeſus had no head, St. Paul was without arms, 
Chriſts had fallen flat on the ground, felled" by 
fabres, the pike and lances; laughter, and the 
ſpirit of madneſs, preſided over this "unforeſeen 
war againſt whatever had hitherto been held moſt 
facred and inviolable in religion and the arts. 
They did not proceed to this deſtruction with 
the fury of fanaticiſm, but with derifion, with'an' 
irony, a ſaturnalian kind of gaity, well fitted to 
aſtoniſh the obſerver, 


The 
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The caverns, where death aſſembles his peace- 


ful victims, were viſited. A reyolutionary com- 
miſſary, with a torch in his hand, pryed cutiouſſy 
among the aſhes, to find marks of feudality on the 
worn · out impreſs of gold and ſilver plates. 

Spouſes, who were inſeparable during tbeir 
lives, and who ſeemed to be united after their 


deaths, were ſcattered through the vaults; | Epi- 


taphs, preſervative of the remembrance of the 


ſplendid actions of our moſt famous warriors, and 


of ſo many illuſtrious perſonages, were carried 
off, becauſe they were found in a temple, and 
thrown, with the wrecks of en inte a n. 
as ſhapeleſs ſtones from a quarry. a 

Joiners, ſmiths, goldſmiths, jt ah milliners 
even, came to bid for thoſe. confiſcated objects, 
proceeding from churches or the prieſts ward- 
robes, and you might have ſeen in old clothes 
ſhops the ſacerdotal garments hanging by the 


fide of pantaloons; furniture brokers expoſed; to 


fale crugifixes and chamber-pots, Cloſe-Rogla at | 


altar- pieces. 
Some days before the preliminary of this rich 


inventory, the prieſts in ſecular habits celebrated 


maſs with glaſs vaſes and tin egg-cups. 77 
The magnificent gilt paliſadoes of the metro- 


By 


politan, the beautiful wainſcotting of the choir of 


the Chartreux, were broken up and fold; the 


rich canopy of the maſter-altar of the church of 


the 
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the Invalids was thrown, down, ade 
der foot in the duſt. os 
How many ſhrines, Wen a with 
the fire of rubies, have diſappeared, broken into 
piece-meal, and we may gueſs by whom; all 
thoſe precious ſtones circulate in the Ou * 
| foreign trader. - c S271 © Wet 06 09 
We have ſeen ſhining on dhe 8 . thoſe 
preſidents of revolutionary committees, the eme- 
ralds which decorated the ſuns uſed in the maſs; 
ſome of them had velvet breeches out out of the 
pulpit cloths; and ſeveral, who for the firſt time 
wore ſhirts, had them made of the men 
the choriſters. ; 9 bet. 
All the plate of the eighty-three th 
and that of Brabant, was ingulphed in the melt- 
ing furnaces of the mint; and we have - effec- 
tively. eaten the Bon Dien and the filver ſaints in 
eoin, for with this money wheat was purchaſed. 
Theſe dilapidations were ſoon after followed by 
extravagant fetes, of which the firſt example was 
given by Paris to the departments. The actors 
who figured in them were yet intoxicated with 
the fumes of the brandy which they had drunk 
out of the ſacramental cups, after having eat 
mackerel on the patin, aſtride on aſſes whoſe hind 
parts were covered with prieſts robes; they 
guided them with the paſtoral ſtaffs, and held 


claſped with the ſame hand, burettes and the 
holy ſacrament. They ſtopped at the doors of 
cabarets, 


i 
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cabarets, where they held out the ſacred cups, 
and the vintners, awe; _—_— in deen "9 
| ou them three times. 4's 

The aſſes were followed ants evi Alban 
under the weight of croſſes, eandleſticks/ incenſe 
pots, and vaſes for holy water; they reminded 
us of the equipages of the prieſts of Cybele, 
whoſe panniers, filled with the inſtruments of 
their worſhip, ſerved at once for a e 
neh and temple. $A 

It was with this equipage dba thoſe c 
marched to the national convention, into which 
they entered, groteſquely covered with ſacerdo- 
tal ornaments; they harangued, and were ha- 
rangued in return, whilſt thoſe ſcandalous pro- 
ceſſiors were welcomed with the moſt _—_— ac- 
clamations. | 

In the mean time 8 ban in 0 enden | 
the ſaints and crucifixes of wood; the flames of 
the pile aſcended to the ſecond ſtory of the 
bhouſes, and every one opened his windows to 
throw into the fire the books which had _—_ 

condemned by Jacobiniſm. a 8 

At the ſight of theſe new orgies the miſled 
multitude ran in crowds, proud of having ſhook 
off the yoke of religion; they raiſed ſhouts of 
laughter, threw out the moſt indecent and cla- 
morous invectives, and carried to the pile the 
confeſſional boxes, from which they had now 
freed themſelves. The proſtitute pointed out to 

i her 
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her paramour, with a wanton air, the picture of 
the chaſte Suſanna half burnt; and that of the 
Holy Supper formed for a long time a lien t to * 
cobler's ſhop. . 

Chaumette, the atheiſt, wad at ths. ſuc- 
ceſs of thoſe profanations, imagined that he had 
expelled the Deity. from the Univerſe. He puſh- 
ed to every kind of extravagance the-atrocious 
conceptions of impiety ; and inſtituted the feaſts 
of reaſon. | 

It was then that the prieſts of Paris and the 
departments, terrified at the roarings of the fe- 
rocious beaſts of the commune, ſent their letters 
of prieſthood to the convention; and became 
apoſtates, to avoid puniſhment and death, 

Gobet, archbiſhop of Paris, went to confeſs at 
the bar, that he had never been any thing but an 
impoſtor and a quack; and that he deſpiſed the 
worſhip of which he had been miniſter. - A 
crowd of prieſts followed his example; ; it was 
who ſhould unprieſt himſelf, 

The 20th November, 1793, witneſſed the ex- 
tent of their irreligious frenzy ; an immenſe file 
of men, ranged on two lines, and covered with 
facerdotal garments, led the march; they bore 
on biers the various inſtruments of divine wor- 
ſhip ; ſuns, candleſticks, and plates of gold and 
ſilver. In preſenting this rich offering, gaiety 
took poſſeſſion of the troop, and they demanded 
as a reward for their zeal, and a mark of theit 
VOL, 11. 5 triumph, 


— - 
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triumph, permiſſion to dance at the fame mo- 
ment the Carmagnole ; the national convention 
acquieſced in the petition ; and feveral members 
leaving their curule chairs, took the girls, cover- 
ed with the ſacerdotal garments,. by the hand, 
and danced the Carmagnole with them. © 

The next day it was decided that the relics 
of St. Genevieve ſhould be burnt in the Place de 
Greve, to expiate the crime of having been in- 
ſtrumental in propagating error, and boiling the 
pot of idle canons. A mountaineer, and one of 
the moſt terrible vociferators amongſt thefe ener- 
gumenes, named Fgyan, moved, that the proces 


verbal ſhould be ſent to all the ſections, and to 


the pope. This motion was carried ; and the 
Carmagnole was on the point of being danced 


again. 


But in the midſt of thoſe maſquerades, the 
dancers were giving ſolidity to the revolutionary 
tribunal, ordering the apotheoſis of Marat, ſpur- 
ring on the murderous zeal of their proconſuls; 
and by their famous law of the fuſteFed, furniſhed 
means of ſending to the ſcaffold, or of plunging 
into dungeons, whoever could not obtain from his 
revolutionary committee a certificate of civiſm. 


CHAP. 
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FETES OF REASON. 


Tuos E who have been witneſſes of thoſe fetes 
will never forget them. They almoſt doubt the 
evidence of what they have both ſeen and heard. 

Reaſon was commonly a divinity, a girl chofen 
among the dlaſs of the Sans-culorres ; the taber- 
nacle of the maſter- altar ſerved as a footſtep for 
her throne , the cannoneers with their pipes in 
their mouths were her acolytes. The cries of a 
thouſand confuſed voices, the noiſe of drums, 
the hoarſe ſound of trumpets, the thunder of the 
organ, led the ſpectators to think that they were 
tranſported amongſt the Bacchantes, on the 
mountains of Thrace. | 8 

A people ſuddenly releaſed from a political 
and religious yoke are no longer a people; they 
are an enfuriated populace, dancing before the 
ſanctuary, yelling the Carmagnole, and the 
dancers (I exaggerate nothing) almoſt without 
breeches, their neck and breaſt bare, their ſtock. 
ings about their heels, they imitated by their ra- 
pid turnings thoſe whirlwinds, the forerunners of 
tempeſts, which ravage and deſtroy wherever they 


take place, 
G E The 
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The wife of the bookſeller Momoro, a vil- 
lanous orator at the Cordeliers, the finger Mail- 
lard, the actreſs Candeille, ſuch were the goddeſſes 
of reaſon, borne about in triumph, almoſt wor- 
ſhipped, and who did not diſlike the admi- 
ration. 3 

The fronts of the chapels, collateral with tbe 
nave of the churches, were covered with great 
pieces of tapeſtry, and not without deſign. From 
theſe obſcure hiding-places proceeded burſts of 
laughter, which attracted the notice of the cu- 
rious; on lifting up a corner of the tapeſtry they. 
gave the paſſer-by a peep of ſcenes, at leaſt as 
pictureſque as thoſe of the temptations of St. An- 
thony. C 551 

The ſame fete in the church of St. Euſtache, 
diſplayed the view of a great cabaret. The in- 
ſide of the choir repreſented a landſcape deco- 
rated with cottabes and tufts of trees. Myſte- 
rious groves formed part of the perſpeCtive, the 
aſcent to which were by paths which wound 
amongſt great maſſes of rock. Precipices made 
of deal boards were not inacceſſible ; troops of 
girls unbluſhingly followed in files, running after 
the men ; and the planks were continually crack- 
ing under their haſty ſteps. 

Around the choir were tables loaded with bot- 
tles, ſauſages, hams, and other eatables. On the 
altars of the fide chapels, ſacrifices were offered 
up at the ſame time to ſenſuality and gluttony ; 

and 
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and the hideous traces of i intemperance were ſeen 
on the conſecrated marbles.” 

The gueſts flowed in at every door ; whoever 
preſented himſelf took part in the feaſt.  Chil- 


dren of ſeven or eight years old, boys as well as 


girls, put their hands into the diſhes as figns of 
liberty : they drank even from the bottles; an 
their ſudden intoxication afforded amuſement to 
the degraded beings who ſuffered it. Oh! how 
deplorable is the blind impetuoſity of the people, 
who obey ſo ſtupidly the reins of the leaders of 
factions 

At St. Gervais, the ceremony was ellen 
without the banquet; the women of St. John's 
market entered with their baſkets ; the church 
ſmelt of herrings. The venders of tifanne chink- 
ed their goblets to flake the thirſt of the falted 
food. There was a ball in the chapel of the 
Virgin; a few lamps, which threw out more 
ſmoke than light, ferved for luſtres; and, that not 
a ſingle inſtant might be loſt ta modeſty, they 
added night to the depravity, in order, amidſt the 
confuſion of thoſe afſemblies, to "indulge, during 
the darkneſs, the abominable deſires kindled dur. 
ing the day, | 

From the church of St. Gervais, whey! went 
down to the Place de Greve, where a multitude 
of ſpectators were warming themſelves at the 
flame of the baluſtrades of the chapels, and ſtalls 
of prieſts and Canons, 


All 
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All Paris. contemplated, without breathing a 


word, theſe proceſſions of the Jacobin league. 


Prunk with wine and blood, returning from the 


ſport of the ſcaffolds, the prieſts and prieſteſſes of 
- Reaſon followed with tottering ſteps the car of 
their impure divinity. Another car followed it, 


which was a moving orcheſtra filled with blind 
muſicians, an image too faithful of reaſon at that 
f cl 
Another car accompanied them, bearing a 
trembling rock, on the top of which an actor 
of the opera, transformed into Hercules, ſeemed 
with his club of paſte-board to be ready to cruſh 
every thing that was not Jacobin, F 

The air reſounded with the roarings of thoſe. 
tigers: the words guillotine, national razor, putting 
the head out of the little window, patriotic curtailing, 
gentle terms uſed by the Mountaineers, ſtruck 
every ear by turns; and the pale ſpectators, fro- 
zen with terror at the ſight of their red caps, 
their menacing inſcriptions carried impudently 
about by barbarians in the pay of tyrants, found 
neither language nor expreſſion when poſted ſpies 
forced them to proſtrate themſelves before the 
image of liberty. 

Thoſe maſquerades, already fo incredible, were 
followed by thoſe of the hideous Marat. In every 
public place, temples, mauſoleums, and triumph- 
ant arches, were erected to him, On the Carou- 
ſel, a kind of pyramid was erected to his memo- 
ry, in the inſide of which was placed his buſt, his 

bath, 
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bith; and his kitchen lamp, It was guarded by . 
centinels, one of whom died one night either with 
cold or horror. The number of his buſts equal 
led the heads which he wiſhed to have cut off. 
The grave-diggers of the cemetary of the Inno- 
cents carried about in triumph this honoured 
buſt, in wooden ſhaes and breeches full of holes, 
but which in the found parts were well lined 
with aſſignats, throwing baſiliſk looks on the paſ- 
ſengers who did not humble themſelves before the 
effet | . 3 il Ban 
Who would have thought, that after the 9th 
of Thermidor this new Moloch ſhould have re- 
ceived the honours of the Pantheon ? But it was 
the day rather of his laſt judgment than of 
his triumph. One ought rather to have been 
afraid of breathing n W onen this car 
rion had paſſed. | Ng 


CHAP. CLII. 
'FETE TQ THE SUPREME BEING. | 
Tross fetes of reaſon had given great diſplea- 


ſure to Robeſpierre, becauſe he was not the in- 
ventor of them ; beſides, a deep cry of indigna- 


tion, 


_ > 


- 
„ 


ing to all his rights. He had fair game after 


and affecting ceremony. But Robeſpierre had no 


and holding a great bouquet in his hand, he peep- 
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tion had been raiſed againſt this mixture of idola- 
try and atheiſm, of which ſome were defeat of 
forming a new religion. 10 b 
Robeſpierre was jealous: he was a miGrable” 
ſeven hours attorney “; what he had read he had 
read badly. He nies he could play the 
part of Mahomet, and reſtore the Supreme Be- 


the Lupercalia, the infamous proceſſions which 
wretched Charlatans had been making in Paris 
and its departments, to eſtabliſh a ſimple, auguſt, 


imagination, none of thoſe brilliant qualities which 
fatter and ſeduce ; he was dry, and became ridi- 
culous when he wanted to enact the Pontiff. His 
fete to the Supreme Being conſiſted in a diſcourſe 
which he did not make, and the author of which 
he afterwards put to death. He ſet fire to two 
figures which repreſented atheiſm and fanaticiſm, 


ed through the flowers at every thing that was 
paſſing. He marched at the head of the national 
convention, which reſpe&fully left a diſtance 
between themſelves and their leader, of a ſpace 
of fifteen feet. * 

This fete was ſilent, its novelty left every mind 
in aſtoniſhment, waiting for what was to ariſe 
from this pompous title. 


* The name given at the court of juſtice to thoſe babbling 
lawyers, who, under the title of advocates, had a ſort of a 
prating facility void of meaning, but inexhauſtible as to utter« 
ance. 


A perſon 
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A perſon muſt be very devoid of Na not to 
ftrike out ſomething great, or at leaſt which had 
the air of it, on a theatre ſo vaſt, and in circum. 
ſtances ſo favourable. Robeſpierre ſpoke to a na- 
tion "which wanted a worſhip, and he had no- 
thing to ſay to it. Never had any prophet, at the 
opening of his miſſion, fo numerous an auditory ; | 
he played the ſtupid metaphyſician, and was of 
all known innovators the moſt miſerable in mend, | 
and the moſt barren in reſources. 

"Elevated on a ſcaffolding eredted agalnſt the 
palace of the laſt king of the French, a monarch 
(for he was ſo on that day), he could not make 
a geſture worthy of the part and 5 the mornen} 
in which he was placed. 

Oh! had he carried an old Bible under his 
arm, placed his hand thereon, and ſaid,“ This is 
* the book of all times, and of every nation; I 
adopt it, I join myfelf to the proteſtant commy- 
e nions, let us ſeparate ourſelves from Rome, let 
us unite ourſelves to Chriſt,” the monarch 
would have becatne pontiff, and the interpreter of 
a pure, a rational, and reformed religion. 

I am ſure that this advice had been given-him; 
but Robeſpierre, who had never travelled, was 
ignorance perſonified, He knew nothing of the 
law and rule of -mediums, his obſtinate pride 
threw him into extremes, the refuge of ordinary 
minds. His piece was cold, and was hiſſed, and 
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the parodiſt of the legiſlator of Mecca de 
from the ſteps of his altar-throne to Maſe, of te 
ſcaffold. 3 | 
Every place bore the inſcrigtian which in had 
diftated, The French peqtle acknowledge the erle- 
a Supreme Being, and the immortality of the foul. 
Though I ſhould wiſh to identify myſelf to the 
brain. which invented thoſe lines, I might meta- 
morphoſe myſelf in a thouſand ways, but I ſhould 
never divine the ſenſe he wanted to give them. 
They are at the ſame time fo fooliſh. and yidi- 
culous,. that one is tempted to think that he had 
not himſelf paid any attention to it, 8 
Theſe, inſcriptions remained a long time after 
We puniſhment, which appears as, inconceivable 
as the number of docile. hands which erefted 


them. = 5 ' F ; | 8 C 


FE. 4 


min CELLARS. 


i 


. ne a ſmall ſtock of wit theſe emigrants 
had! They have diſembarraſſed us of their. per- 
ſons, and have left us their eſtates, their ien 
and their cellars full of wine. 

Who has drank all theſe fine wines ? e 
know, my friends, firſt of all the preſidents and 
mem - 
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members of the revolutionary committees 'J but 
as there were cellars which contained from fifteen 
to twenty thouſand bottles, they could neither rear 
ſonably nor phyſically drink the Whole. 

Theſe delicious wines have been ſold as part 
of the domains of the republic. Who has bought 
them? the money jobbers, from hom the go- 
vernment itſelf bought louis and crowns to fur- 
niſh the ſervice of the armies, which were in d 
plorable ſtate. it 

Throats, which had hitherto frallowed nothing 
but water, poured down the wines of Beaune, of 
| Nuits, of Riveſaltes, of Jurangon, of Paille, of 

Rouſhllon, of Paquaret, of Rancio, Cape and 
Hungary wines ; heretofore they had only heard 
of them, now they made a moſt intimate and joy- 
ous acquaintance with them. 

It was impoſſible to meet with any thing 
more finely arranged than thoſe cellars. The 
bottles were placed in ſuch order, that there 
was nothing but the corkſcrew to apply to them. 
How they ſounded in drawing ! how the Cham- 
pagne ſparkled in the long beer glaſſes! for noother 
drinking utenſils were made uſe of, unleſs it were 
ſometimes earthen mugs; for they were not very 
choice about the cryſtal, whether it were more or 
leſs clean or tranſparent, Figure to yourſelvescom- 
miſſaries of ſections making an inventory of theſe 
riches in preſence of Bacchus, proceeding to the. 
taſting, ſometimes deranging the tickets, but al- 

ways 
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ways ſipping for the greater exaftitude and per: 
fection of the inventory; and ſometimes” begin- 


ning the trial anew, leſt they ſhould make a iniſ- 


take in an inventory of ſuch importance. The 
examination of courſe was prolonged, and the 
cloſing never took place till the ſots had en 
od all their diſſertations. | 

It was therefore impoſſible to decal the 
public, when the ſale of theſe wines was announ- 
ced. It was not the chimney-ſweeper who bid, 
nor the pedlar, nor the porter, nor even the wine 
cooper; but the univerſal broker, the trafficker 
in copper coin, the agents for the ſale of national 
domains; the Floras alſo of the four ſeaſons, and 
the feathered goddefles of the caverns of the 
Palais Royal, 

Heretofore the rich only had the e of 
drinking theſe rare wines; they were now fſcat- 
tered abroad, made their entry into eyery houſe, 
and became for ſome time as current pany as 
bales of ſtuffs and books. 

There were throats who could- never have 
known what foreign wine was, but which, thanks 
to the revolution, were moiftened with its ſavour; 
while he who had taken the trouble to amaſs and 
ſtore up thoſe precious bottles was making gri- 
maces in the depths of Germany, and drinking 
ſour ſmall beer, which he was probably but too 


happy to meet with. 


10 


ö 
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In all our commotions the cellars have not 
been forgotten; the conquerors have a right to 
drink a toaſt to victory. I recollect that after the 
10th of Auguſt, we walked for more than fifteen' . 
days over the wrecks of numberleſs bottles, and 
that the fragments were ſo ſtrewed about in the 
Tuilleries, that any one would have ſuppoſed that 
they were going to make a road with -pounded 
glaſs. | i 85 


CHAP. CLIV. 


FORCED LOAN. 


Wx are ſurprized at firſt how it came to paſs 
that two words ſo oppoſite and repulſive have 
been aſſociated together, but a little obſervation 
accuſtomed us to this inconſiſtency. The loan 
bore only on the eaſy claſs of thoſe who paid 
taxes; and the greater part of the inhabitants of 
this capital remembered that at the beginning of 
the revolution they had made the generous offer 
of part of -their plate, of their jewels, and ſhoe- 
buckles, They had hoped that theſe gifts, join- 
ed to other ſacrifices, would concur in raiſing the 
ſhaken credit, and ſecuring the foundations of the 
ſtate, tottering towards its fall; but they were 

taught 
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the millionaire, who got rid of demands with 


moſt abſurd and moſt violent. The ſpeeches of 
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taught by new ſhocks th that _— wn ann 
inſufficient: We „e 6 
The abundance af paper money: dives this 
loan illuſory, and the mantua-maker who had of. 
fered her ſilver thimble, gave more in fa& than 


maſſes of aſſignats. I ſaw an aſſignat of an hun- 
dred livres on the ground; and a porter of the 
Temple ſaid in my preſence, It is not worth the 
trouble of fooping for, 


CHAP. CLV. 


VIVE LA MONTAGNE. 


Wrotver has not ſeen or heard thoſe po- 
pular ſections filing through the national con- 
vention, and yelling in their accuſtomed manner, 
can form no image of what thoſe people were 
who bawled Vive la Montagne! They were not 
led, they were let looſe to riot in every thing 
that licentiouſneſs could imagine of what was 


their orators, the anſwers of the prefidents, the 
patriotic hymns, the ſongs of liberty, the ſhrill 
cries, the clamours, the clank of arms, the bran- 
—_ of pikes, the flags with inſcriptions, two 

thouſand 


95 
thouſand women in the upper galleries ſtretching 
out or twiſting their arms, and joining their Me- 
gera ſcreams to all thoſe otherdiſcordant ſaunds; 
fach was the harmony which ſurrounded and ac- 
companied Chaumette when he came to the bar, 
Thoſe only who heard this Chaumette, procu- 
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_ reur-ſyndic of the commune, when he entered 


into converſation with the convention about the 
poor, the unfortunate, the maimed, and the aged, 
and about every thing he had done for the ſplen- 


dour of the republic, for the cruſh of the throne, 


for the ruin of federaliſm, could form a juſt idea of 
the inſolence of a demagogue, and of the ſtrange 
and uncouth things with which this 3 dean 
him. £ 

Theſe burleſque buſfooneries would have pro- 
voked the inextinguiſhable laugh of the gods of 
Homer, if ſanguinary ferocity had not alſo accom- 
panied it with menacing - words. Amar; who 
never opened his mouth but to require the mur- 
der of his colleagues, and who ſeemed to have 
entered into the convention only to become its 
executioner, complimented and congratulated 
Chaumette, and the whole multitude joined their 
vociferations and menaces with that atrocious in- 
fernal energy which announced the depopulation 
of France, and the murder of the French. At 
this cry of Vive la Montagne, it ſeemed as if all 
the tigers were ruſhing unchained from their 
dens to devour without hunger. 


A wit- 


a 


96 NEW PICTURE o ARIS. 


A witneſs and victim of theſe ſcenes of mad- 

neſs and violence, I repeat, that be who has not 
been preſent at them cannot know the hiſtory of 
thoſe deplorable days. and ſtill leſs give an ac- 
count of them to poſterity. He who has not been 
on the ſpot cannot form an idea of what an ex- 
travagant and barbarous character a populace ſet 
on by villains can exhibit. Muſic, of Tartarus! 
opera of hell! ſongs of demons ! exulting cries 
of beings ſtruck with thunder by the divinity, 
and become the enemy of man! accents of wick- 
edneſs and deeply-tinged guilt! Yes! I have 
heard ye on earth, all thoſe infernal cries are con- 
tained in Vive la Montagne! When the Verres of 
Nantes wrote to the convention, giving it advice 
of a noyade of fifty-eight prieſts, and added 
gaily, What a revolutionary torrent is the Loire! the 
aſſembly covered by immortal applauſes the hor- 
rible report of Carrier. . 


CHAP. 
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Ax old countels, ſpeaking in a circle of no- 
bles one day, ſaid, You very well deſerve, 
4 gentlemen, the treatment you meet with; 1 
« foretold you that the nobility was loſt, when I 
« ſaw you leaving women like us, and pay. 
* ing your court to girls of the tiers etat.” The 
ſame perſon ſaid, © I know very well from hif- 
« tory. that a crown is ſometimes taken away 
from a king, but this is the firſt. time the dia- 
« dem has been ſwindled from a monarch's 
« head.” The expreſſion at leaſt was ſmart. 

One might make a pretty curious collection 
of all the fayings produced by eee 
malice; many that were the effect of fury or paſ- 
ſion are leſs ingenious on that account. It is not 
to be imagined the ridiculous things which they 
attributed to the miniſter Neckar, who, placed 
in a line with the amiable Calonne, the deſpoiler 
ſeemed a bear coming down from the Alps, not 
obſerving that none of the monied men, nor any 
of the creditors of the kingdom, could be deeply 
in love with the charming Caloune. yo 

VOL. 11, H The 


tial liberty. 


were diſpoſed for the eſtabliſhment of every poli- 


was neceſſary, therefore, to keep up with this diſ- 


information of the age were in invincible oppo- 
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The union of the orders was celebrated by three 
days of illumination. They had the pretenſion 
at that time of meaſuring out to us a doſe of par- 


The women loſt all ther oe ani after the 
great exploſion; vainly did they imagine that the 
French would return to their former frivolous 
taſtes; the empire of public opinion, and of its in- 
creaſing force, is incalculable. The Parifians 


tical theory, and every ſyſtem of legiſlation ; it 


polition. 
At one time, when an affectionate and 35 
union between the wiſhes of the king and thoſe 
of the nation was about to take place, the puerile 
and deteſtable pride of the women gained an aſ- 
cendancy over the intereſt of the public. I have 
heard a long diſcuſſion. to prove that the parlia- 
ment ought to compel the monarch to take for 
his model the aſſembly of the ſtates at Paris in 
1614, whilſt the national wiſh and the increaſed” 


ſition to that form. 
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WORTHY PEOPLE. 


How every thing changes, even to words! If 
a cowardly or idle man wiſhed to be exempted 
from mounting guatd, he made himſelf a . 
meſtic; and though he receive wages, his maſter 
calls him Bis confidential Meh. The ſpies {6 juſtly 
abhorred, and unhappily fo neceſſaty, are no lon- 
ger ſpies, but ageirs of the police. The players 
are become artis; the attornies, men of 7he law, 
Phyſicians, err of health. The thaw, who talks 
nonſenſe for an hour with a loud voice, becomes 
an vrator ; and his wife, his daughter, his ſervant- 
girl, and his neighbours; have no doubt but that 
he is one of the moſt eloquent men in France. 
We hive no longer any executioners, they are 
all erecutors of criminal judgments. In ſhort, men 
noted for the infamy and corruption of their mo- 
rals, or the impudence of their inciviſm, are wor- 
thy Fieople ; they art worthy heople, obſerved : a virtu- 
ous citizen, what are we ? 

So much abuſe has beem made of the term 
lonns tes gens, that the moſt daring royaliſts and 
violent confpirators have diſguiſed themſelves. 
under it, have aſſumed it, and refuſed it to N 
other perſon. 
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CHAP. c. 
ROYALIST REACTION. 


The three quarters and half of the Pariſians 
Rave no idea of the horrible royaliſt re- aclion 
which took place after the overthrow of the ſcaf- 
folds, and which deſtroyed more than had been 
facrificed on thoſe ſcaffolds. Patriots who were 
moſt exempt from weakneſs and crimes of every 
kind were incarcerated by thouſands. _ 

The Pariſian, in his idle babble and filly rea- 
ſoning, imagining that a revolution is made or 
ſtopt at pleaſure, is far from believing that the 
ſouth of France has been drenched with blood. 
He is always turning back to the aſſembly of the 
notables, and the deficit that might have been 
made up. He neither knows, nor has followed. 
the chain of events, and has never ſet his foot on 


thoſe unhappy regions, covered with ruins, bones, | 


and aſhes. He has not ſeen the land of the Ven- 
dee ſtrewn with corpſes; thoſe vaſt cemeteries, 
thoſe horrible catacombs, are the work of this 
royal and catholic army, the exiſtence of which 
he alſo calls in doubt, 

. Caitiff! who canſt only drive thy venal pen 
over ſtamped paper; or thou indefatigable bab- 
bler, haunter of coffee-houſes, or lounger in the 


ſhops, 


\ 3 
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mops of ariſtocratical pamphlet ſelers, go to the 
plains of Chalons, into the deſolate ſtreets” of 
Life,” walk over the ruins of Valenciennes, of 
Queſnoy, Thionville, and Condé, or the burnt 
and ravaged. countries of the ſouth and the eouſts 
of Breſt; the echoes, reſounding their lament- 
able murmurs, will thunder in thy ears. © It is 
in the name of the catholic religion and the 
king that theſe fields, lately decked with corn 
and flowers, are covered with the ſkulls of men, 

and thoſe bloody veſtiges; look at theſe count- 
leſs tombs, where lie in heaps thouſands of thy 
brethren ; hear, hear their ſepulchral voice min- 
gled with the croaking of the ravens; their voice 
cries to thee, that the royaliſts wiſh to ſacrifice 
the laſt of the republicans! But the ignorant 
wretch has not even thrown his eyes over the 
map in which thoſe fatal ſpots are imprinted ; 
he is affected by no calamities but ſuch as touch 
him nearly, and which have not even reached 
him. Habitually mutinous, a rebel in his lan- 
guage, hiding himſelf in his office or ſhop, at the 
leaſt tap of the drum he is ready for any ſer- 
vitude without enquiring its name. He bellows 
with tenderneſs for a drivelling king, and rejec̃ts 

a republican conſtitution, not becauſe he does not 
love it, but becauſe he has not capacity enough 
to comprehend it. Oh! let him go to' AL 
giers, and learn obedience, ſince be does not wiſh | 
to be free at home! 


Novus 
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Rovexe one day aſked the workmen employed 
in digging the garden at the Tuilleries, bat they 
were making there. An ice: houſe , apſwere 
one af them, This workman was batter JO 
a the, whe n n ob bagevat b 


cCHAP. CLIX. . 
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Tuz louis d'or has been worth ao te 
aſſignats. We came at length to talk only of mil: 
lions and milliards. It is impoſſible to calculate 
what influence thoſe fatal denominations had 
on the dearneſs of proviſions, which augmented 
progreſſively with the increaſe of the aſſignat. 
It was the departments who firſt refuſed to ac- 
cept. this unfortunate paper as currency, admit- 
ting only coin in their commercial tranſactions. 

Every one recollects the deplorable, effects 
which reſulted from money: jobbing. The paper 


fell with the velocity of a burſted balloon; and to 


do honour to its memory, an engraving was made, 


repreſenting the various kinds of paper which 


„ Alluding to the ice · houſe of Avignon, where Rovers 
headed the ruffians who committed the maſſacres. 


a had 
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bad been made uſe of during ,the-xevolytion) 
The one had no reproach.ta mabe to the other. 
This allegory on the paper: moneꝶ reminded us 
of that, made in 1 by: nenen 
on Lewis's bank. SYH z Sulig 
This engraver had repreſented-Rollyy in 9 
bone petticoats, driving a carriage loaded with 
ſhares to the hoſpitals off the maden, the beg: 
gars, and the fick. A ſwoln- cheeged Fame, 
ſounding a trumpet, flew! before te announce its 
arrival. Fortune; ſtanding on the carriage, under 
the figure of a woman, was diſtrihuting by hand) 
fulls ſhares in the South» ſea; and che MiſhSppi 
The Miſſiſſippi with a wooden leg, and the South 
ſea. with a large plaiſter, drew the carriage; and 
the ſubſcribers to this new ſyſtem were puthing 
at the wheel; and driving it over the real mer: 
chants, known by their ledgers under their arms. 
A devil in a cloud was blow ing ſoap· hubhles af 
various ſizes, emblems of the bank bills. Ser- 
pents with; fools- caps were: flying about, amidſt 
the figures of Deſpair, Care, and Remorſe. A 
head with two faces, ane laughing and the ather 
crying, gave the key af this ſingular picture. 
We want a new Picard to immortalize the 
aſſignat. But there is nothing to laugh at, for 
every one loſt. No one he Rat ſo ſudden and 
total a fal. S 
Since that epocha, "we many e anch un- 
known chambers have become pawnbroker's 
ſhops, 
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ſhops, ſecret depots of every kind, which: want, 


indigence, and narrow circumſtances have heaped 


together! Hence it happens, that you find in 
almoſt every one's houſe ſuch ſingular affortments 


of furniture; mahogany writing-deſks, and velvet 
chairs, with hoſpital carpets; a clumſy ny 3 


coffer by the fide of an elegant harpſichord ;- and 


gilded: e in an old FI my * 
out a back. vet, A 498188 


If a taylor or ſhoemaker invite you to we a 
glaſs, it is maraſquin, or liqueur of the iſles. 
One would imagine that ſome fantaſtic ſpirit. had 
amuſed himſelf during the night in mingling the 
furniture of the rich and poor together; and had 
taken the beſt wines out of the cellars, and ſtowed 


them in the garret. The mixture for four years 


paſt has been ſo extraordinary, that it mocks the 


pencil; and the obſervations I now make are 
only to engage the attention of ſuch as wiſh to 


«EY to. nb 
An owner: of a ſallad-Rall at mer moment 


lives -in-one of thoſe Engliſh gardens, planted 


with weeping-willows; its ivy walks and melan- 


choly.yews ſeem to throw a mournfub crape over 
the flowers, and place, as it were, nature under a 
funeral canopy. My ſallad-vender, however, has 
erected in the middle of the garden a great cop» 
per buſt of Lewis the XIVth, which he bought 
by the pound, and is looking for its fellow. 


All 


- 
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de found in e corners of houſes Pons a waſher- 
woman came to offer me àa Niobe and a Charle- 
magne, _ n were abſolutely vaknown 
to her. ONES 08 GI ITED 
Sch moth neee varied and hu- 
the: te dreadful tragedy; of which we da all been 
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COUNTRY: FARMERS: | | 

18643. 201i 2426; 

Ar the time 0 the league, en Paris was 
beſieged, the inhabitants trucked over the walls 
a girl for a ſirloin of beef. In the month of Fri- 
maire 1795, for a quartern loaf, or a fowl, more 
than one commiſſary of a ſection obtained from 
gratitude the favours of more than one pretty 
woman, who did not like to die of hunger. 
Every man ſold his choiceſt pieces of furniture, 
in order to buy flour, lentils, beans, and butter 
Beds and wardrobes were turned into oat-cakes; 
farmers barns were transformed into uphol- 


ſterers 
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ſtarers warshouſes. Fheſe- farmers, were hard 

and inexorable, and, while they, laughed at the = 
miſery of the Pariſtans, plundered them with: all 
the cruel. exactian ofthe moſt, griping avarice. 
The revolution, which has given them ſo great a 
is. neither underſtogg nor felt by them; and the 
enjoyment of its benefits is recoiwed without gra- 
titude. Their wives have purchaſed coſtly 
clothes, eat on ſilver plate, complain of the va- 
pours, and tell their huſbands, I cannot get up 
to day, ſay I am indifpoſed.” Damaſk and ma- 
hogany furniture has taken up its abode with 
ploughs, horſes, dung, and inſtruments of huſban- 
dry. Wooden ſhoes, no longer clatter down the 
ſtaircaſe ; it is now covered with carpets. 

With the flour-peck, in his hand, the farmer 
takes every thing that is offered him, ſweeping 
away rings, gold croſſes, filver thimbles, anq all 
the jewel ornaments, of the inhabitants of the 
fauxbourgs. He went and placed himſelf in the 
fide box at the theatres; and there, with a broad 
grin, he was calculating how he could ſtore — ; 
his, barn the contents of the playhoufſe. 0 

While he was eating his fill, the lower claſs af 
people, ſo numerous in this city, were erowding 
together at fix in the morning at the doors of 
bakers. and butchers, preſſing and ſqueezing; 
fear of returning with empty hands ſaddened 

the 


NEW TTV on AA. 02 


the countenance of many à mother af an intereſt- 
ing family, who, ſeemed, from the ſpot; where ſhe 
was almoſt cruſhed, to hear the moans. of her 
children. Paleneſs, miſtruſt of the future, and 
ſorrow, were painted on every viſage; you met 
in the morning with nothing but perſons of both 
ſexes ſorrowfully walking home wards with their 
allowance of bread in their hands, which they 
were eating beforehand, Hunger had hollowed 
the cheeks of many a young female, whoſe fea 
tures n 0 have pans with love, ang far 
love. * re 2052453; A 
A pound of- „ hundred 4i- 
vres, The tin fountains of coffee for the lower 
claſs of people, and of which the ſiſh- women, and 
men and women carriers of the Halle, took every 
morning a cup, had diſappeared; ſugar and cof- 
fee had no connection; it was, all ne 
in cellars, lofts, and in houſes to let. 
Want of the moſt common neceſſaries of ue | 
was ſupported by this great people with admi- 
rable patience 3 they never rioted ; the maga- 
Zines, in which the committee of public ſafety 
had ſtored up every neceſſary commodity, even 
cloth, were never broken open. . 
The ſhops were ſhut at the cloſe of any! and 
not opened till late the next morning; it was 
who ſhould not ſell ; people were afraid of each 
other in every bargain they made. He who cal- 
| culated 
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calculated beforehand on the diſcredit of the 


A aſſignats, found the ſecret of enriching himſelf. 
The dearneſs of wine had rendered the Parifian 


character ane e and cold; he' loft his Aighti- 
u by degrees. 0 155 818 212 280 
The Fauxbourg Marceau, which from time 


ee has been the haunt of workmen of 


every claſs, the ragman, the wellleleaner, the 
river-porters, the dog · ſhearers, the ſalop-verider, 
the itinerant muſician, tlie beggar, was one ſilent 


waſte ; nevertheleſs, the people remained quiet, 


A few baſkets of potatoes, diſtributed from door 
to door, with an — of bread, kept —— 
e e 9-0 Cote torn 11 

It is aifficult 1 to 6: eplaty at preface vat « 
ſtrained the vengeance of the people, and even 
filenced their murmurs. Hiſtory will therefore 
meet with facts, of which it will not be able to 
aſſign the cauſe; ſince cotemporaries and wit- 
neſſes of theſe ſingular events are not able to 


| ee a faithful account of pug f 
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I Au eee you — oy, when” I 
talk of my dear cockneys : but a thouſand pens, 
a thouſand volumes, would not be ſufficient to 
paint them; they are ſo curious, e ma 
inconceivable. 

Their character is a labyrinth, in „Which the 
obſerver is loſt. 

The moſt rapid pencil can but 3 fol- 
low the moveable and fugitive / ſhades of es 


phyſiognomy. | 
ls it a reality, or a chimera? Let us rake 4 
point of view. 2 


“J love the Pariſian,” ſays the emperor Ju- 
lian; © becauſe he is graye and ſerious like 
myſelf.” 

The Pariſian is changed ſince that epocha. 
It is true, that the ſame emperor boaſts alſo of 
the goodneſs of the wine growing in the terri- 
tory of Lutetia; and we muſt own, that if we 
judge of the . eulogy of one by the other, we 
ſhould be tempted to take the whole for 
irony.” ; 1 1 


But 
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But every thing changes here below; arid the 
ſame ſoil which formerly produced heroes, now 
produces caſtrati. The Romans of the eighteenth 
century no more reſemble the cotemporaries of- 
Scipio, than the modern Parifians reſemble thoſe 
deſcribed by the emperor Julian. The portrait 
which he makes of the inhabitants of Ann 
=. would ſuit them much better. 

ö [ | - Thoſe men, heretofore ſo ſerious, are nothbig | 
i more nor leſs than light puppeps warn 

* a few mountebanks. 

Lately, they were patient under the yoke; end 
lightened their 'chains by ſongs; they had every 
quality to make good and docile ſubjefts. Now 
they are mutinous, and always 12 for a 
or government, 

Though you have been talking to them of li- 
1 for ſix years paſt, they are nearly as well 
informed in the point, as thoſe Indians are learn- 
ed in aſtronomy, who believe that the night is 
produced by a mountain, which places itſelf be- 
tween the ſun and the earth. If you ſpeak to 
them of the ſovereignty of the people, they un 
ö themſelves maſters of the world. | 
3 1 * There is not a barber, nor an attorney's kletk, 
. who having had the honour of being preſident of 
bs! | his ſection, does not think himſelf the rival of 
* George the IId; and of Turenne alſo, if he has 
„ commanded a poſt at the barriers. Their views 
| do not extend further than the circuit of their 

| walls. 


r 
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walls. | They think that che univerſe | gates” no 


that thoſe who dwell otvdts happy banks are a 
privileged caſt, n enn France ought 2 
ceive its la vs. n ag e age v 
"Robinſon Crutbe ae himſelf a as 
narch in his iſland; but Robinfory found whiere- 
withal to maintain himſelf: N de ee 
him abundantly. lo md, 82G edo e o wor 
If theſe madmen were 0 ridiculous, one 
might laugh at them; but the conſequences of 
their extravagance are dreadful; and we mn oa 


a a ſtop to them. 


Their ſectionary theatres reſemble "RY of 
Shakeſpeare, in which burleſque and en mans 
are huddled together.. 

That vanity ſhould turn the nods of a bew i in- 
dividuals, is a very common accident, which it is 
impoſſible to remedy; but that threò or four ſcore 
ambitious ſcoundrels ſhould take it into their 
heads to play the madman,” and draw the whole 
body of the people into this yortex of their deli- 
rium, is a misfortune which we ſhould take the 
trouble to prevent. 

We ought to enlighten the people with reſpect 
to the projects of their movers; and to be con- 
tinually repeating to them, that the ſovereignty 
belongs to the nation, and not to the ſections of 
Paris, 


\ 
* 


The 


farther than the brinks of the Seime g; or at leaſt, 
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The London::;coal-porter,/the' Swiſs peaſant, 
the American hunter, are better acquainted with 
their rights, and know better how to reaſon about 
them, than certain academicians who are ny 
making ſpeeches in the ſections 

It is nevertheleſs aſſerted, tliat the * 
* Paris are a good ſort of people, and that they 
would willingly abdicate their ſovereignty in fa- 
vour of a Bourbon or a Brunſwick, in exchange 
for ſome modeſt titles, ſuch as ſecretaries of the 
king, king's advocates, ſherifſs of Paris, lieute: 
nants of the police, ports, n &c. Ihe 
lieve it. 222 
Unhappy people !- open then your e on a the 
projects of theſe tribes of jugglers,. anarchifts, Ba- 
bouviſts, who are lengthening out war and famine 
at'the expence of your-credulity. Liſten to the 
voice of your legiſlators, who are anxious to re- 
ſtore peace and plenty, and a free government 
with liberty, which you may cheriſn; but of 
which you have made ſo bad a uſem. 
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„ TY that Robofpics; might give * 
courſe to his crimes, it was not enough for him 
to be powerful, and ſupported even by a daring, 
municipality; he ſtood in need of ſome atrocious 
and obſequious characters, one of thoſe men who 
pique themſelves on being a valet of tyranny; 
and to whom crimes coft nothing. The pale» 
viſaged diftator met with Fouquier Tinville, an 
old procureur at the Chatelet, and attached hims 
ſelf to him; never was there formed a more con- 
genial aſſociation between heroes of wickedneſs; / 
Had a wiſe foreſight buried in eternal oblivion 
the hiſtory of the revolutions of empires, the hy- 
pocrite Robeſpięrre would not perhaps, like 
Czfar, have aſpired to the dictatorſhip; and the 
horrible Fouquier Tinville, taking the confidant 
of Nero for his model, would not have carried 
the ſcience of accuſation to ſo high a n of 
perfection. | 
Never did there exiſt a man of a iniad bf | 
deeply cunning, moredexterous inframing crimes, 
and falfifying facts. Each of his words was s 
ſnare, which the perſon accuſed 2 neither ſee 
vor. 11. | I nor 


ſence of mind. Seated on the foremoſt bench at 
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nor avoid; his tongue and his thoughts were en- 
chained. In vain did the wife in tears conjure 
him, on her knees, to hear to the end the juſtifi- 
cation of her huſband; the tiger, deaf to the 
voice of grief, pronounced with ſternneſs the 
condemnation:of the innocent. | 

| Juſtice, though flow in puniſhing, ſeized at 
length on this iniquitous accuſer, who diſplayed, 
throughout his examinations, an unſhaken pre- 


the tribunal, where he had condemned ſo many 
innocent people, two great cartons ſerved him 
for a writing-deſk. - He wrote without ceaſng, 
and his pen ſeemed to run as faſt as his thouglits; 
and while he wrote, not a ſingle word, either of 
the preſident or of à fellow-priſoner, of a wit- 
neſs, a judge, or the public accuſer, eſcaped him. 
His attention in the courſe of this long affair 
did not ſeem to relax a minute; he was like the 
Argus of the fable, all eyes and ears. It is true 
that he affected to ſlumber during the ſumming- 
up of the public accuſer ; but this inattention 
was only diſſembled, in order to deceive the ſpec- 
tators. He affected a tranquillity of countenance, 
though hell was already in his heart. 

His fixed look made the audience turn away 
their eyes in ſpite of themſelves; when he ſpoke, 
he knit his eye-brows; his voice was loud, rude, 
and menacing, changing continually from ſharp 
to m and from grave to faultering. It was 


; mimpoſſible 
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impoſſible to put more aſſurance than he did in 
his denials, more addreſs in perverting and inſu- 
lating facts, and eſpecially in pleading alibis. 
When a judge handed to him a ſentence ſigned 
in blank with his own hand, he denied his ſigna- 
ture with a firm voice, and did not tremble be- 
fore an accuſing witneſs: "When the proof was 
peremptory, he made the court reſound with his 
horrible invectives. Impoſture, impudence, ob- 
ſtinacy, anger, were the only arms which be 
could oppoſe to the power of truth; every cri- 


minal paſſion ſeemed ſtarting from his conſcience, 


and laid him open as it were to the eyes of the 
1 K * | 

This monſter in human ſhape had a round 
head, black and ſtrait hair, a narrow and pale 
forehead, hazel eyes round and ſmall, a full face 
marked with the ſmall-pox, a look ſometimes 
fixed, ſometimes oblique, a middle fize, and a 
ſtrong leg. 

Under the ſanguinary reign of this ſecond dic- 
tator, we could no longer call our country our 


mother; it was only the tomb of her children. 


Not a being, except he who had trodden under 
foot every ſentiment that could indulge a ſmile. 
While families paſſed days and nights in weep- 
ing, ſighing, trembling, expecting the ſatellites 
which this tyrant ſent for prey into every opulent 
houſe. p 


12 Thoſe 
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- Thoſe who happily eſcaped his tyrannical 
power, ſaw him in the cart which drew him to 
puniſhment. The vaſt ſteps of the courts of juſ- 
tice were coyered with an immenſe crowd of 
ſpectators, who, on the firſt appearance of this 
great criminal, poured forth an unanimous-ery 
of indignation, Their accuſing voices. were ag 
ſo many darts, which ſtruck at once on his bare 
heart. His front, impenetrable as marble; bid 
defiance to every look; he was even obſerved to 
ſmile, and throw out menacing words. But at 
of death, he appeared at that terrible moment 
to feel the weight and enormity of his gyilt. 
This inexorable terroriſt trembled in his turn 
under the pitileſs axe; and his life was extin- 
guiſhed in the blood of the, baſket, where lay, 
already the heads. of Benoit de Foucault, of Du- 
ponmer, and Dix Aout, the miniſters of his bar- 


barities. | 


CHAP. 
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* CHAP. CLXIHI. 
SALTPETRE. 


Tan coaleſced powers were Une fer the 
ruin, the diviſion, or diſmemberment of France. 
We had arms, iron, and courage; but powder 
for the ſervice of the armies was wanting; and 
we had not even the firſt materials. But how 
many reſources a populous city offers, the ſoil of 
which has contained for ſo many ages the wrecks 
of all the terreſtrial and putrefying elements. In 
a moment each man deſcends into his cellar, and 
digs up the earth; in every kitchen the pave- 
ment is taken up, and the aſhes carried off from 
the hearths. Every heap of rubbiſh is exa- 
mined, in order to extract the earths impregnated 
with ſaltpetre; every wall was, as it were, lick- 
ed, and whatever bore the taſte of ſalt was car- 
ried off for revolutionary fabrication: it was 
quick; it was univerſal; the operation was per- 
formed in every houſe ; it was done with zeal ; 
every ſpot of impregnated ſoil was turned up, 
and thouſands 'of ſhovels brought and expoſed 
the humid ſoil to the rays of the ſun. 

This operation, which could not have been 
thought of, or at leaſt executed, but in revolu- 
| tionary 
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tionary times, hindered France from falling into- 
the power of the coalition. | 
'Who could have imagined that the ao 0 2 
Paris contained in their boſom the means of re- 
pelling the league of kings? Bi 
Every citizen laboured with indefatigable 135 
becauſe he felt the neceſſity of the meaſure: no 
perſon complained of being haraſſed, becauſe 
when ſafety can be purchaſed only by a bold 
operation, it is always felt and adopted. In- 
ſcriptions were written over the doors of ſeveral 
houſes, which laſted for more than a year, which 
were conceived in theſe terms: © To haſten the 
* death of tyrants, the citizens living in this houſe 
have furniſhed their contingent of ſaltpetre.”” * 


CHAP. CLXIV. 


THE PROPLE MORE DAINTY THAN HERETO- 
FORE. 


Taz moment a common workman was able 
to gain, in the time of paper money, two hun- 
dred crowns a day, he accuſtomed himſelf to dine. 
at the reſtaurateurs, putting aſide his cabbage and 
| bacon for fowl and creſſes; throwing by his tin 


can, 
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can, though of tolerable ſize, for the ſealed bottle: 
at forty ſous. The: diſh of coffee: and the glaſs 
of liqueur were neceſſary appendages to his good 
cheer, which made him inſolent, any; n. | 
greedy, and guttiing. 7 2 

The more elevated claſſes of ſociety as: 
quently far ſurpaſſed the lower orders in gluttony, 
the votaries of which vice have been multiplied 
by the ſale of the emigrant wines. In the time 
of the aſſignat, the loweſt clerk ſavoured Hermi- 
tage wine; and the barber's boy is not the only 
one amongſt his equals, who can ng of ur 
taſted delicious Madeira. 

The cooks of princes, of counſellors to the 
parliament, of cardinals, of canons, and of farmers 
general, did not remain a long time out of em- 
ploy after the emigration of the imitators of Api- 
cius. They became reſtaurateurs, and advertiſed 
that they were going to prefer and practice, for 
whoever would pay, for the g's of 7 the gullet, 
as Montaigne fays. 

Money jobbing, which blew up, though a little 

too late, the ſecret of the fabrication of paper- 
currency, in order to force the re- appearance of 
the coin, that it might be bought up with paper 
of no value, gave birth to that ſwarm of glow- 
worms, or newly rich, whoſe Sluttony n 
even that of the Chanoines n 
Thoſe men of /raw and hay, of oats * meal, 

are e the perſons who have brought the perits fon 


again 
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again into vogue; and the cooks bave alſo re- 
doubled their refinement, to give to their profeſ- 
fion all its importance and all its dignity. 
It was a title of nobility amidſt the famine to 
have a table covered with the moſt exquiſite 
food; with the firſt of each ſeaſon, and diſplaying 
bread white as ſnow, while the populace were 
preſſing at midnight to get, at the peril of their 
hves, an ounce of oaten bredd. 
At preſent, even when the dl is ſeated 
on the baſis. of equality, it is ſtill by means of 
ſplendid — that er riſes to the n 


poſts. 


CHAP. CLXV. 


CONTRACTORS FOR THE SERVICE OF THE 
ARMIES. 


You find among them old hackney attornies, 
jews, lackeys, and other people. of this com- 
plexion, who, having ſeen at a diſtance the diſ- 
credit of the paper money, received it from all 
hands in the vigour of its youth ; with this paper 
money they monopolized every commodity ; 
afterwards jobbed paper for louis, and louis for 


paper; 
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paper; and having by theſe tricks made conſi- 
derable capitals, they preſented themſelves to the 
miniſters, and made propoſitions for the ſervice 
of the different armies of the republic. They 
had no difficulty in getting contracts“; after 
giving an intereſt in them to certain deputies, 
certain heads of offices with gilded tongues; 
through ſuch intermediaries they obtained large 
advances fo enable them to pay thoſe with whom 
they dealt; but they had the addreſs to keep 
the funds, which were then almoſt always made 
in coin, and bought up bills in the market at a 
\ low price, making immenſe profits with the mo- 
ney of the public treaſury, while they paid their 
manufacturers, merchants, and tradeſmen with 
mandats. This money, before it- entered again 
into circulation, ſerved them alſo to buy up the 
mandats, and fell them again when the price 
was high; they then boaſted that they had fur- 


* When they had made their extravagant contracts, they 
exacted large ſums in advance, which they obtained, and 
found a part of the magazines, of which there had not been 
time to finiſh the inventories, ſtored with objects of conſump- 
tion when they entered upon their functions. Theſe they 
diſtributed, without untying their purſe-ſtrings, to the various 
ſervices that wanted them, and from whom they received dons, 
which they paid in as money; and by this ſubtle manceuvre 
made immenſe gain, to the loſs of the public. At preſent, 
theſe purſe-proud contractors complain of meeting with de- 
lays in their payments; and threaten the government with dii- 


continuing their contracts, and * the ſafety of the 
armies. 


niſhed 


3 
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niſhed the ſervice without receiving a ſous from 


government, as if they could prevent it from 


being underſtood, that they had dexterouſly made 
the ſupplies with the laſt louis torn from the 
economy of the mg w the n of age 


jobbing. 


All the money of then bike laſh is in⸗ 
Wem, in the coffers of theſe greedy contrac- 
tors, who are continually beſieging its gates, 
continually complaining, and demanding, and 
who ſometimes make off with the deniers f 1 
ſtate, without being ever more heard of. 

The tradeſmen and manufacturers, a have 
furniſhed the contractor with their reſpeCtive ar- 
ticles, being badly paid, or not paid at all, have 


always ſent in damaged goods, or of inferior 


quality. The ſoldier has been many a day with- 
out eating bread, or taſting food ; preſenting the 
afflicting ſpectacle of the moſt hideous nudity. 
Shoes have been delivered to him, the ſoles of 
which were made of parchment and paſteboard. 
The fick died in the hofpitals for want of medi- 
cines; or if by force of conſtitution a few ſur- 


mounted the violence of the diſeaſe, ſcarcely have 


they found, on rejoining their corps, a morſel of 
bread, which they could devour in almoſt choking 
themſelves without appealing their hunger. The 
horſes had bundles of reeds inſtead of hay; and 
they were even obliged, in the conſtant want of 
forage, to ſweep away the ſnow which covered: 

the 


v 
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the graſs. of the meadows, to let them pick a 
few ſpires, incapable of prolonging their exiſt- 


ence; and the horſes, periſhing by thouſands, 


ſtrewed the way with their carcaſes *, 

And the authors of ſo many evils are thoſe, 
who in public promenades, and on days of 
national feſtivals, are mounted ſo proudly on 


dreſt horſes, fed to the prejudice. of horſes for 


the field. Theſe men are the deyourers of the 
ſubſiſtence of the people, dining with as much 
ſplendor and ſenſuality as | princes at - dreſt 
balls, and who would, if they durſt, have 
pages to precede their brilliant carriages. 
Theſe are the ſhameleſs raſcals, who in the liſts 
of expences which they produce to the go- 
vernment, inſert with impudence the ſame ar- 
ticle twice, which fraud eſcapes the eye of the 
comptroller only becauſe they are continually on 
his ſhoulders, with their watch in their hand, 
fixing the time of his labour, in order not to miſs 
the hour of the payment of their bills. - 

This is but a ſmall corner of the curtain lifted 
up, which conceals the ravages of a terrible 
war. Great God |. open the eyes of blind mor- 
tals; ſoften their hardened heart with the laſt 
tears of ſo many mothers deprived of their chil- 
dren, dead in the field! Put r to that 


* Dragoons have been ſeen ſharing their bread with their 
horſes, for want of forage, 


phrenzy 
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phrenzy, which makes them-deviate ſo wide from 
the path of reaſon. It is time for humanity and 
wiſdom to reſume their empire; it is time for 
every one to be impreſſed with this truth; how 
noble, how uſeful is it to facrifice glory to the 
ſafety of the country ! The mathematical ſcience 
of killing men is not worth the fimple ſcience of 
ſowing an handful of wheat, of planting a tree, 
and creating our likenefſes. It is time for men 
to begin to love one another; then it will be no 
longer neceſſary to conſtrain them to ſwear to 
de faithful to the laws of their country; then 
univerſal peace ſhall ſpread its glorious canopy 
over all the earth, and gentle concord reign 
amongſt all its happy inhabitants. 


CHAP. CLXVI. 


 PROMENADES IN THE BOIS DE BOULOGNE. 


ALL the women are Graces, Junos, Venuſſes, 
Calypſos, Euchariſes; all the men will ſoon be 
Apollos and Narciſſuſſes, Endymions and Anti- 
nouſes. 
On the road of the Bois de Boulogne, I per- 
ceive Daphne in a cabriolet, which an Englith 
courſer 
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eourſer is bearing off to Bagatelle. ; You-would 
ſuppoſe it the Olympic racing ground, from tho 
cars with two horſes Ruins N claude or 
duſt to this abode of folly oh *8fwr DH 

Thouſands of lamps, fuſpended: From: ſhrubs, 
have transformed it into à palace of rubies, 
emeralds, topazes, and diamonds. What a co 
dil! Armida inhabits theſe ſhades; it is her 
magic wand which has cxeated © thoſe ſparkling 
objects. The flutes breathe in concert, while the 
loves are ſporting in the myſterious grottoes. 

The moſt exquiſite fruits: decorate the ade 
tables of the ice reſtaurateur; | Pomona herſelf 
lays. down her baſkets; ices of every colour. 
compoſed of perfumed eſſences, citrons, oranges, 
and pine-apples, ſolicit every taſte; it is Olympus 
here; it is Garchii who diſtils the ambroſia. How: 
many Mars are Ie hither, and Feated by their 
Venuſſes. 

But what eien light is ths which 
gleams-through the air? Is it the empetor of 
China travelling in a lantern? or the bird of Ju- 
piter pouncing on a hare? No, it is a luminous: 
bomb, which lightens the aſcent of an un- 
known goddeſs, Every one applauds with tranſ- 
clamation ; the exowd tremble for her life; yows. 
are offered up for ber ſafety; the greateſtanxiety 
is expreſſed: for her return. At length, to the 
great ſatizfaftion of the ſpeftators, ſhe deſcends: 

with 
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with he 8 ſlowneſs in her car drawn by 

doves; ſhe touches the earth; they run, they 
preſs; :reryilge! is fixed on this charming object: 
and what do they ſee a large doll hx! 

The aſſembly, though a little confuſed, laugh 
at the miſtake, and ſeparate amidſt a ſhower of 
gold. Thus paſs the days of ſummer at Paris. 

Bagatelle was the rendezvous” of the ock | 
brilliant part of the ariſtocracy. It was there 
that all the armies of the republic were con- 
quered——by the tongue: that Buonaparte was 
baptiſed by the name of Cæſar -DiQator ; and 
that we were threatened with a military govern- 
ment. 1 1 « 1997 immo os 

Capet of bree "IM his wife; more ſortu- 
nate than Capet the elder, paſſed the frontier; 
it was they who formed the principal ſubject of 
converſation. The late proprietor: of Bagatelle 
was ſo amiable ! he loved the girls, and even 
women of faſhion, ſo much, that it is almoſt im- 
poſſible that ſuch goodnature ſhould not ſome 
day or other help him to the throne. They are 
perſuaded that ſuch is the deſign of Conde; ſup-' 
ported by Pichegru, M. Courant de re 
and the bookſeller Fauche Borel. - 

I ſhould inform my readers, that I was well 
acquainted with thoſe two perſonages. The firſt 
is a kind of foreſter, very fit for a bold ſtroke, as 
' almoſt all the Swiſs are; riſking his life without 
ſcruple for a coup de main. The ſecond is a diſcreet 

| | kind 
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Kind of a diſtaff, from which you may ſpin and 
knot a good deal of thread. The town of Neu- 
chatel is otherwiſe the firſt city in the world 
where there are moſt men of addreſs to be bought 
_—_ no matter Inge.” 1 H N 
cl Wt 1s aw * 


THE MOUTH IS ALWAYS AT WORK. 


Have you ever heard of Adehlagie? It is a 
Greek word, which ſignifies the Goddeſs of Glut- 
tony. In the midſt of revolutionary horrors, Ade- 
phagie loſt no part of her empire. Her nume- 
rous altars were not leſs erected by the fide, of the 
guillotine, and the wide cemeteries encumbered 
with victims. The Pariſian, in ſhort, did not loſe 
a ſtroke of his tooth. bet] 

It is the wide-extended mouth of the bed oth 
which, in this immenſe city, the real reſervoir of 
power, has made the ruſty crowns leap out from 
every coffer, from every  hiding-place ;.. how- 
ever flow the circulation, however great the ſcar- 
city of coin, the crowns buried for a century, 
paſt, by their magic power puts windmills, tuns 

. 
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of wine, ken ty "ARR ann 
motion u i855 boby 

In vain do. eee inviſible in the 
bottoms of ſtrong boxes or dark cellars; they muſt 
always make their appearance brightened, ſhin- 
ing whenever fetes and feſtivals are on the cant 
pet. 

The ſumptuous tables are ſpread by the ade of 
committees, where the life or death of men were 
ſubjects but of flight diſcuſſion. After the office 
of executioner came that of the ſcullions. 

Without the aid of the mouth, money, in this 
age of ſtern egotiſm, would accumulate in maſſes; 
gluttony has dug a perpetual outlet for it, and 
the decemvirs themſelves,who rejected every other 
petition, however earneſt and juſt, had their ears 
wide open ee invitation to a ſplendid ta- 
ble. | 
The mouth is is moſt amiable of alladen 40 
moſt perſuaſive of eounſellors; it can ſpeak as im- 
periouſly as money in the ear of the truculent - 
clerk, and render him gentle. 

The victims in the priſons ſacrificed 4s their 
ſtomach, and food of the moſt exquiſite kind paſ- 
fed the narrow wicket for men who were near 
their laſt meal, but were ignorant of it. 

From the bottoms of dungeons contracts were 
paſſed with the reſtaurateurs, and the articles 
were figned on both fides, with particular condi- 
tions with reſpect to the delicacies. 


No 
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No one ſcarcely, ever, viſited a priſoner vii 
bringing him for conſalation a bottle of, clargt, thbv- 
queurs of the iſles, ar delicate paſſ . 
The paſtry-cook; on ſhis ſide, who, well knows: 
that the mouth is, always. going, ſent his liſts alſo 
into the priſons, promiſmg to exerciſe his, ut>, , 
moſt (kill, Nothing, ſays the adyertiſement. 
equals the delicacy of his art; cheeſecakes and 
cuſtards, in atteſting the progreſs, of his ſcience 
and induſtry, will; bear witneſs alſo to thoſe, of. 
Pariſian. luxury, whether, impriſoned or free, 
His glaſs- hop is become as elegant, as dęco- 
rated, and as neat in, the inſide, asg that. of ine 
jeweller. Tarts, and ſpice, cakes arę arranged un- 
der glaſſes with. as much ſymmetry ay agi, 
of natural hiſtory. * 1 
He has made a ſcientific ſtudy. of all taſles and 
conſtitutions, _- | 
At the tempting f ight 4 thoſe, ortolan pates. 
and, kidney tarts, the. ſtranger, the contrater, the, 
den millionaire, agd the. priſoner, by herria), felt. 
their purſes. Who will believe that when, blood. 
was floyzing in torrents, the, paſiry-cgok, more . 
audacious in his conceptions than Aretin, mould- 
ed his paſtry into Priapus, and gave his cakes the 
form of the virginal ſex. All exceſſes touch each , 
other; never was there ſeen a greater propenſity 
to gluttony, than in thoſe days of calamity and 
horror. I call to witneſs for the fact the fix pri- 
ſons into which I have been plunged. 1 | 
VOL. II. K I do | 
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I Tdonot-conceal it, that when I ſaw myſelf ſe- 


pahuted from the world and from ſociety, 1 did 
not wiſh to die, and leave my aſſaſſins that 


triumph and ſatisfaction; T wiſhed to live, on 
the contrary, to ſee the end of theſe ſingular 


events. I declared to all the companions of my 


misfortunes, that I conſtituted myſelf a man- plant, 


and that I was reſolved to be nothing elſe; I 


made a capital affair of my four meals a- day, or 


rather of one ſingle mea}; which laſted from 
morning to evening, eating like the children only 


when I was hungry. It is with this regime 


that I tamed liſtleſſneſs, bad air, and ſolitude, and 
ptepared myſelf to wait the great day of national 


juſtice, and ſee thoſe odious tyrants periſh, whoſe 
figures and characters it has been referved n me 
to deſcribe. 

He who wiſhes to aft the angel, aye Paſcal, as 
the beaſt. I did well not to enact the angel. In 
preſerving my health, I kept my mind in tune, 
and though the walls of priſons were wallsof dark- 
neſs ; Irecal ideas which I ſhould not have found 
elſewhere, and which guide me in ny obferva- 
tions. 
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| CAPITALIST. 

by, OY word, 8 the old regimem was 
ſcarcely known any where but at Paris, and 
meant a monſter of fortune; a man with a heart 
of braſs, and who had only metallic affections. 
He has no country: he is domiciliated without 
being a citizen; and this inſulated being has no 
fear that taxation ſhould touch his Property; 
which is immenſe... 

He laughs when be TAP: you talking of the 
territorial tax; he has not an inch of land. 


— 3 


CHAP. CLXIX. 


PUBLIC KITCHENS. 


Taz extreme ſcarcity of bread, and the con- 
tinually progreſſive increaſe of the price of pro- 
viſions, reduced to. very great diſtreſs almoſt 
every family not in eaſy circumſtances, and eſpe- 
| K 2 cially 
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cially the neceſſitous. They nevertheleſs found 
on the Pont au Change wherewith to ſatisfy the 


de la Feraille, about ſeven in the evening, the 
ſtrong odour of herrings ſeized the moſt 1 impene- 
trable noſtrils. + 


On each ſide of the foot pavement cooks had | 
erefted their kitchens, not certainly of the rank 


arid ſtanding of thoſe known at the time under 


the name of blue ribbands, and where you! dined 
| with unbuttoned waiſtcoats. | 8 


On the edge of a table of the laſt eta 


were arranged the plates, which contained each 
three broiled herrings, ſprinkled with ſhreds 
of onions and a little vinegar, the whole for a 


billet of fifteen ſous. By the fide appear a few 


"diſhes of ſtewed prunes and lentils ſwimming 


in their ſauce. -Earthen -bowls of green leaves 
filled up the middle under the name of ſallads, to 
tempt the paſſengers, 


We have ſeen them ranged by hundreds 


around theſe frugal tables, eating without bread 
portions much too moderate for the capacity of 


their ſtomach and the vehemence of their appe- 


tite. One man drinks his lentils, without chewing 
them, another ſwallows a herring at a mouthful, 


without troubling himſelf about the bones. 


The Place de Greve preſented the ſame diſtreſ- 


r b which no f man could 


behold 


* 


i \ 


— 
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behold without feeling: the tears — _ 


$i 


cheeks. 

He ſighed in ſecret: over the Homible! els 
occaſioned by war, and curſed the faſt ions, who, 
gorged with gold and delicacies; affected po- 
verty, lamented: over the fate of the indigent, 
and excited them to revolt; he was under con- 
tinual apprehenſions leſt cruel famine, under 
the form of a /iving death, ſhould ſuddenly make: 
its appearance amidſt heaps of victims. Never- 
theleſs he decreed in his heart a deſerved eulo · 
gium to thoſe cheap and modeſt reſtaurateurs 
who prevented the unhappy from periſting entire- 
ly with hunger; very different from thoſe banking 
traiteurs, who make a fortune of every" com ny. 
their numerous gueſts. 

Look at thoſe roofleſs ſhops along the buildings 
of the Louvre on the fide of the Seine. - There 
laborious Hercules's, many hard-working men, go 
and appeaſe their hunger at a reaſonable price. 
Strings of herrings hung up to dry in the ſun 
await the gridiron; it is the affair of a twink- 
ling; meat, puddings, eggs, falt fiſh, are all min- 
gled in the ſame diſh, which boils before the ſhop 
between two ſtones, and is ſoon emptied. Ap- 
petite is the ſauce to this truly Spartan food. 
Thoſe taverns are the real refectories of ſobri- 
ety. The man who takes his repaſt there has 
gained it lawfully. by the ſweat of his brow,-and 
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the tradeſman who 1 receives the reckoning i is a 
Jon man. 

I do not look with e eye on 5 . ; 
tiſt, who, alone at a table, dines at the Palais- 
Royal for fifty livres; nor the opulent reſtaurateur, 
who ſends him his bill with his glaſs of liqueur. 

It is not impoſſible, in reflecting in an inn, to 


divine a __ Plan of ar- Tu gin and Y 


The bestieg man end in Pete 6 to 
his gains, and ſaves the reſt to maintain his wife 
and children; he pays as he receives, and owes 
nothing. Eut every thing is relative. Every one 
ſhould live according to his circumſtances, and 
then every thing would go well, even the o. 
vernment. 


© CHAP. CLXX. 
| BREVIARY. 


How did Lak cen the laſt PUR of the 
French, employ himſelf during his impriſonment 
in the tower of the Temple? He drafik, ſlept, 
and ſtudied his Breviary. One might have taken 
him for the moſt ſtoical of philoſophers, if it had 
not 
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not been known that he became a devot; it is 
certain that he had fed himſelf with a number 
of theological ideas, and perhaps he was the on 
one at his court who thought about them. The 
prieſts had exerciſed their myſtical power over his 
brain, which already was not a very ſtrong one: 
Imet Clery, his valet-de-chambre, at the Force, 
who made me acquainted with ſeyeral circum- - 
ſtances concerning him. He ſaw, with great 
calmneſs, all his decorations, even his knife, ta- 
ken from him; but he was very much affected 
when they carried off his fire-ſhovel, . and did not 
conceal his anger. 
During his return from the hall of the conven- 
tion to the Temple, at the time of his ſecond 
examination, he aſked Chaumette what country 
he came from“ From tlie heres of the 
« Nievre.”—* It is a beautiful country.” —* Have 
you never been there? “ No, but I fropoſe mak- 
* ing the tour of France in two years time, and. ſee- 
ing all its beauties.” Obſerving that the ſecre- 
tary of the commune had his hat on his head in 
the carriage, he ſaid to him with a ſmile, The 
« firſt time you came to take me from the Temple, you 
* had forgotten your lat: you have been more oo 
* this lime.“ 

Deceived by the nobility, by his two ghee 
by La Fayette, knowing that the project was to 
declare his children baſtards, after taking from 
him the crown, it is really aſtoniſhing that he 

* 2 ſhould 
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ſhould have acceded to a plan of eſcape un- 
-Juſtifiable in every point of view. It has been 
_ aid that he was yet ignorant of all thoſe conſpi- 
racies; but when he was duly enlightened, why 
did he not become ES and _— a 
than?” + {557 
It was the Breviary then” which mn hin 
for the loſs of all his greatneſs. | 
It is not -aſtoniſhing, that after his death the | 
prieſts -wiſhed to make him a martyr. Relics 
containing his hair, true or falſe, were diſtributed 
for a long time; knaves ſold them to fools ; and 
in confeſſionals, the having been preſent at his 
execution was a reſerved- caſe. At the moment 


4 I write, and I can ſcarcely believe my eyes, I ſee 
+ unloaded at the door of a church at Paris twelve 
| or fifteen confeſſionals quite new. I ſtarted back 

I with ſurprize at the fight of this papal artillery ; 
| eeach of thoſe hypoeritical boxes is a piece of can- 

5 non ready charged againſt the republican govern- 
i ment. Sacerdotal preaching is already an open 
i war; we can foreſee or prevent its effects; but 
4p _ - confeſſion , who can calculate its ſecret and 
iP daangerous conſequences. 


Wo Several bookſellers have aſſured me that Bre- 
* | viaries were bought up wherever they could be 
found. Delivered from Capucins, from Pic- pus, 
from Minims, Chartreux, monks unſhod with 
5 or without beards, priors, canons, and abbes, we 
li ſaid, A few hours are ſufficient for labour, if 
f 4 We 
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« every one would put their hand to the oar, to 
“make France a real Utopia;“ and now they are 
reading the Breviary of Paris as in paſt times, 
and more than in paſt times; for thoſe who read 
do not read careleſsly or not at all as formerly. 
Breviaries and Miſſals are ſent into the depart- 
ments and to Germany, while our abominable 
romances are paſſing into Spain, where they had 
never heard talk of them. Thus twenty years are 
ſometimes ſufficient to change entirely the face 
of an empire. If the Spaniards read our books, 
good as well as bad, 0 will be our imitators 
and rivals. | 
'How addy everits have W e gol 1789 
to 1797, unknown, unobſerved, unparalleled in 
ſpite of ſo many writings ; what a ſpectacle con- 
cealed from hiftory ; how many new ideas on _ 
en ae and u ft men! 
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| SUPERFINE COOK. 


In the manner we eat. at Paris, the beſt hoes Y 
in any other place is not worth a dinner at 
Meot's, hot, ready, well - dreſſed; you chuſe your 
meat in a liſt of a hundred diſhes, a liſt, printed 

with the moſt ſtudied care; a fine, gilded ſaloon, | 
ſculptured and theatrical ; pyramids of ſine fruit; 
a ſucculent, odour which ſpreads itſelf around, 
and which would give you an appetite if you 
had none. At the principal bar, two ladies of 
elegant appearance ſuperintend the _— and 
ſtill more the een 10 | 

It is there that you dine like a e man; ** 
the dinner is very dear, and you would ſuppoſe 
that the tariff of eatables is a rule for every other 
reſtaurateur, ſo accurately do they model them 
ſelves on the higheſt price. It is in theſe ſaloons 
that you find on the right and left the French- 
man ſociable and pliant. - From thence you go 
to the opera, to hear Edipe a Colonne, and 
ſee the ballet of Pſyche ; that ballet, an aſto- 
niſhing aſſemblage of all the efforts of art, and 
you leave it ſtupified with admiration and- plea- 
ſure, a thing inconceivable! Never in the hap- 

| S674 pieſt 


2 
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pieſt times: did the French, or any other nent 
attend the theatre with ſo much rage. The 


opera begins at fix! at three the people beſiege 


the doors, another thing as inconceivable! This 
people, without reſtraint, impetuous, and violent, 


range themſelves with patient tranquillity on lit- 


tle narrow inconvenient benches, where they find 
themſelves ſqueezed, and half in darkneſs ; they 
are all ſtill and ſilent, or talk low. ii, 

They applaud with tranſport ae 48 dell 
cious tenderneſs, which excite or inſpire good- 


neſs. Every heart ſwells with pleaſure, every eye 


overflows:with tears, and the whole Rs feel 
the ſame ſentiments. - 


Are theſe really the fone: Pariſans Wes ty | 


thouſands have acted like ferocious tigers, while 
others have ſuffered themſelves to be incarcerated 
like ſheep in a butchery? Is it really on the 


ſame pavement which leads to thoſe brilliant 
ſpectacles, that the carts have rolled along 


with ſixty or ſeventy victims, in which the huſ- 


band was mingled with the wife, the mother with - 


her ſon, and the friend with the friend. 
Foreigners thought, that after the dreadful 
ſtruggle, of which we had been the deplorable in- 


ſtruments, that after ſo much bloodſhed, we were 


plunged into miſery, into anarchical tumult, and 


exciting only feelings of pity; not only incapable 
of ſupporting theatres, which indicate flouriſhing 


circumſtances, but aſking if we had not forgotten 
how 
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not perhaps in works of genius, but by the wit 


of the famous mother-ſociety of Paris; they are 
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how to laugh. And it was at this epocha, that the 
theatre of the Vaudeville was revived : the ſtock 
of its little pieces is but a trifling affair, but 
they are ſo pretty, fo pregnant, fo well ated, that 
even in this fubaltern and fecondary kind of 


to leave the reft behind it m the dramatic career; 


and gaiety with with it feafons its productions 
And on the foil of fo many pleaſures they are 
endeavouring to re-unite the infernal elements 


fowing the germ of revolutionary tempeſts, which 
have defolated France, and are anxious to revive 


their ſyſtem of bloody anarchy. | 
The more we conſider this city, the more we be» 


hold it a collection of il|-afforted things, an unpa- 


ralleled mixture of characters, and we may aſſert 
that it is not laws but men which reign, for the 
laws afſume the complexion and phyſiogyomy-of 
thoſe who execute; we are then hterally govern» 
ed by individuals. What is moſt important then 
is the choice of the men; we have ſeen fome 
ſporting with the barbarous horrors of injuſtice, 


oppoſition, murder, and deſtruttion ; we have be- 


held others diſplaying at theſe terrible epochas 
every thing which beneficence and compaſſion 
could inſpire of what was moſt magnanimous, 


and indulging only. the virtuous paſhons. 


CHAP. 


-_- 
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CHAP. CLXXII. 
Fo ae ahn 

an f TIVoL I. D | 

I wzxr yeſterday to Tivo; not the Tivoli 
where Horace ſtrung his lyre, where Propertius 
compoſed his ſweet verſes, and thought by the 
ſide of his beautiful Cynthia; not the- Trook, 
where, amidſt the moſt ſmiling verdure, an impe- 
tuous torrent ruſhes, dividing” itſelf into five ri- 
vers, which by five different channels cither burſt 
out, or run, or throw themſelves headlong: 


Me neque tam patiens Lackilemos,” 

Nec tam Lariſſæ percuſſit campus opimæ, 
Quam domus Albuneæ reſonantis, | 
Et præceps Anio, et Tiburni lacus, et unda 


Mobilibus n 


Once more, it is not the Tivoli at the charming 
Caſcatelles, which we may ſtill ſee, after paſſing 
under verdant trees, acroſs mulberries, fig-trees, 
pomegranates, and plantain trees; it is the Tivoli, 
not of Italy, but of the Rue Lazare, known for- 
merly under the name of Folie Bautin. What a 
difference! There you tread on green turf and 
odoriferous flowers; here you walk on a dry pave- 
ment, and- breathe ſometimes very diſguſting 
odours. There you hear in the neighbouring 
woods the concerts of a thouſand birds; you ſee 
on 
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on the tops of the mountains flocks e or or at | 
play ; here you behold white chimneys and un- 
crowned ſteeples, and hear the cries of miſery and 
the oaths of hackney-coachmen, 

Have you ſeen the temple of Veſta, or that of 
theSybil? No.—Have you ſeen thoſe fine columns 


| which lean over the abyſs? No.—The grand caf- 


cade, and the grottoof N eptune,thoſe han gingrocks 
thoſe wild grots, thoſe ſhrubsſo green, that turf ſo 
flowery? No, no! but ! have ſeen alleys garniſh: 
ed with two rows of chairs, lighted by yellow 
lamps, occupied by women in ſpencers, who were 
amuſing themſelves by gaping, and by young men 
throttled with ſacks, and Who were laughing fil 
lily and hſtleſsly. _ 

I have ſeen a temple eight feet —— and twelve 
feet high, illuminated with coloured fires ; I have 
ſeen. fireworks well executed, but too ſpeedily 
terminated ; I have ſeen a dance compoſed of 
four perſons under a tent, which might contain 
an hundred. 2 

I have heard the noiſe of a dozen inſtruments, 
which changed their place without any change 
in their monotonous ſympathy. | 

I have heard the rights of war and peace dif- 
cuſſed amidſt a ſwarm of cockchaffers, which 
drove direct againſt the heads of the grave de- 


baters. 


I have heard praiſes beſtowed on the delights 


of Bagatelle, and cenſures laviſhed on the plea- 


ſures of Tivoli. 
S J have 
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I have heard regrets of a horrible regime, of 
which the principal ſpectacle were the executions 
on the Place of the Revolution.— What the devil! 
have you neither heard nor ſeen any thing agree- 
able! you muſt. have been. very ill amuſed. — 
Pardon me, I was amuſed; I haye ſeen many very 
agreeable things, and heard others which were 
not leſs ſo. It is this name of Tivoli which ſpoilt 
every thing ; a this name has recalled to my mind 
ſo many remembrances, that it bas forced me to 
make compariſons, which were not to the. advan- 
tage of the French Tivoli. = began, my. walk, 
therefore, with a good deal of prepoſſeſſion ; ; and 
who can flatter himſelf with being exempt from 
it? But all thoſe whoſe judgment is, regulated by 
prejudice are not diſpoſed to own it ſo, frankly. 

By degrees the cloud is diſperſed ; L 7 forgot 
Italy, Propertius, and the Caſcatelles; ; and I faw 

what I ought to ſee, that i is, a ſuperb Engliſh gar- 
den, where— 


Sans contrainte et ſans art, de ſes douces premices, 
La nature epuiſa les plus pures delices: | 
Des plaines, des coteaux le melange charmant, 
Les ondes à leur choix, errantes mollement, 
Des ſentiers ſinueux les routes indeciſes, 
Le deſordre enchanteur, les piquantes ſur prize | 
Des aſpects en les yeux heſitoient a choiſir, 
Varioient, ſuſpendoient, prolongeoient leur plaiſir. 
Sur Vemail volonte de la fraiche verdure, 
Mille arbres, de ces lieux ondoyante parure, n 
Charme de Podorat, du gout et des regards, 


Elegamment groupes, negligemment epais, 
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Se fuyoiept, s'approeboient, quelque fois à marvue. . 
Ouiroient dans le lontain une ſcene imprevue; 
Ou tombant juſquꝰ à terre et recourbant leurs . 


Venoient d'un e ee eee nos pas-. 


To this Se ſtption, of which it might be per- 

mitted to bate ſomething without doing any, 
wrong to the real beauty of the place, you may 
add that of a gay troop of Loves and Graces,” 


| running, flying, playing at all the ſports known 


at Cytherea; that of a double row of pretty wo- 
men, gazed at and gazing, decently violated, 
without hiding any thing from the look, cenſur- 
ing without mercy the dreſs of the modeſt citi- 
zens who paſſed before them without turban or 


ſpencer. 
Look at thoſe light butterflies, whoſe ridicu- 


lous dreſs cannot diſguiſe elegance, more than it 


can diſarm criticiſm, animating the picture by 
their noiſy gaiety; ſpeaking, with equal inat- 


| tention, of their horſes and their miſtreſſes, of 


Buonaparte and Bagatelle, of the pleaſures of 
their laſt ſuppers and the cares of the directory, 
of the ballet of Pſyche and the horrors of war! | 
Happy age! 

One of them ſaid to his companion, There i is 
no perſon here.— You are mad, replied the other; 
I have counted more than eight hundred firetty women. 
—0h, anſwered the firſt, but I have not found her 
here I am looking for. 


CHAP. 
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As much wheat is confined in 155 rang 
uſeleſs powder as would nouriſh the large of 
this calculation. One would ſuppoſe that hair 
was a. nudity. amongſt us, fince there are men 
who, would ſooner endure hunger than exhibit 
themſelves in public without powder. 

It would have been worth while, whilſt = 
were proſcribing ſo many uſages, to proſcribe 
alſo ſo uncouth a cuſtom ; the Jacobins had fair 
ground in repreſenting that the moſt. neceſlary 
ſubliſtence of men ought not to be ſo profaned ; 
that the beau, or the ariſtocrat, expended as 
much meal for his hair as for his ſtomach, ; it was 
aridiculous luxury, and it was neceſſary to ſtop this 
epidemy general in Europe, and which had already 
croſſed the ocean. 

The Jacobins unpowdered themſelves, but they 
affeQed alſo ſo exceſſive a dirtineſs, that the * 
crifice became inviſible. 

But they had ſo many adverſaries, that DF: 
affected to powder themſelves to form a contraſt 


with them. The chief himſelf, Robeſpierre, 
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was always drefſed and powdered, and this is the 
reaſon. why there was no crime of high Robe- 
ſperian treaſon in following the old faſhion. | 
\ Thoſe who deteſted him, took the opportu- 
nity of repudiating pbwder, and without being 
Jacobins, adopted the dreſs, to economize time 
and preſerve health. | 
There is nothing more wholeſome than waſh- 
ing tl the head every day; ſhort and unpowdered 
bair, therefore, ought to-rule the enn 
It has not been made a fignal of diſcord and 
diyion ; every one follows his taſte in this re- 
ſpect; you preſent yourſelf powdered. and unpoW- 
dered; there is full toleration. | 
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4 * Frenchman, who knows how to obſerve. 
3 and to deſcribe, after having eſtabliſhed the diſſe- 
78 rence between ancient and modern Europe, has 
I; concluded in a very convincing manner, that 
1 without a revolution of the globe it would be 
4 | henceforth im poſlible for the human race to relapſe 
0 into barbariſm ; 3 it depended only on the Facobins 


to guillotine, thoſe who wore powder, as they had 
guillotined the farmers-general for having put wa- 
„ ter in their ſnuff; but ſince they have not done 
5 tit, it is a mark Which confirms the obſervation 
75 | which has juſt been made, and that we cannot all | 
1 be deſtroyed by committees of public ſafety and 
| general ſurety; this 1 is what was to 1 . 
rated. | | ; 


* n g U 
p . 2 * : 0 . *..4 ; 
. 4 5 a 
: . . 
5 | CHAP 
«x 
» . 


v ον Ats 4 


0 * 8 * 6 . 1 
ren kl « bed Fav Sixt ede nnr 
ot jor 914 van 1nd e O Acid 
Mow di ie et ot ase inen 1 bale 
SA * q 4 . = 
7 C CLXXIV 
* HAP. * 


1 ads merge e 
* ee 


COPPER COIN. 


| 


Tas hn ſous made. ot bell eta are ſtored 
in old ſacks, the depoſitaries of domeſtic economy 
and foreſight; or load the pockets of milk and 
| butter-women, and retailers of cabbages and car- 

rots, Since the traffic of gros ſous has been eſta- 
bliſhed,/ happy the cook-maids and ſervant-girlis 
who, living in the vicinity of the Perron of the 
Palais-Royal, go to the Halle or to the market; 
they change their crown of ſix livres in their 
way, and gain perhaps four or five ſous, which 
however does not hinder them from 9 as 
uſual. fe 
The kin-flints give nothing) but ** Gun to 
their ſervant-maids; who are angry at this mark 
of economy, and complain that their pockets 
wear out with the weight. Thus the braſs or 
copper which, when hung in the air, deafened 
our ears, now weighs down our ſacks, and figures 
in every payment; making ten times the weight 
of the filyer. ' Look at that man yonder, quite 
bent to the ground; he is like Corregio, who died 
fem having carried ſacks of copper money which 
L 2 avaricious 
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avaricious monks had given him, for pictures be- 
came ſo precious that they are not to be pur-. 
1 chaſed at preſent even for their weight in gold. 


na. CLXXV., 


bares a ORAL morIKATES. | 


i he 1 _ 
o Tax A city ee ue 0 to a great 


4 2 and its different ſections to as many 
| provinces, the inhabitants of which have their 
„ peculiar phyſiognomy, their particular character, 
1 their kinds of beauty or uglineſs, their diſeaſes, 

"Hl | their prejudices, their inclinations, their n 

77 and their cuſtoms. 

= It is eſpecially under the abſolute empire of 

„ the catholic religion, that thoſe ſhades were moſt 


N eaſy to ſeize; for the prieſts, by the aſcendeney of 
5 ö their morality, or the diverſity of their opinions, 


is ſoftened the heads of individuals almoſt as ſoon 
4 | as they were born, and moulded them like wax. 

Fi Por inſtance, would you behold pretty ſanti- 
wa ſied Janſeniſts, penitent Magdalens, miſers with 
4 ſallow faces, uſurers retired from buſineſs, walk- 
1 © ing with cautious ſteps for fear of wearing out 
= their _ the church of St. Stephen of the 
* | ft 90 " Mount, 
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Mount offered 5 great maker, of ſuch ori. 
ginals. 
If you urg pegel Jourſelf to the abbey! St. Ger. | 
main, you would — find there thoſe four faces, 
who made grimages at Aa ribband or a medallion 
portrait; you were in the abode of the | | 
tines, freſh, fat, and not over ſtudious. It was 
the true court of loye, the aſſiduous ———4 
of ſprightly youth; z the odours of their noſegays 
of roſes mingled with that of the incenſe, x The 
organ, by its varigus and harmonious ſounds, 
called up the ſmile on every lip: it gave the 
ſong of the girls a ſort of exultation, which ren- 
dered them more beautiful and poignant. In 
mort, it ſeemed as if their eyes reflected the j Jo- 
vial air of the monks with triple chips; and if o 
many pretty Cupid children reſembled each other, 
by looking at theſe, holy fathers you might eaſily 
' gueſs the cauſe ®, _. 
What a — in the neighbouring pariſh. 
The auſtere Sulpitian impreſſed on his proſelytes 
his own rough and ſavage air. Not a face of 
young boy or girl vhom the fear af the confel- 
ſional did not render ſad, uneaſy, Jean, moroſe, 
and mourmful. Not e a grownup perſon, who 
dared remain alone in the dark, who did not 
tremble at meeting the devil, or ſeeing hell open | 
under his feet. The nobility, who wer 90 nu⸗ 8 


. hy —» 


* This temple of Venus | is now A ſajpetre, warehouſe. © 
merous 
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credulous and ſuperſtitious. It is from this 
dreadful © faixbourg therefore that thoſe mad- 


poor man even, in this place of magnificence, 


the almoſt general eaſy circumſtances of the Pa- 


mens this SRI Hells ch the dhibint of Katt 
devotees, t to keep, their ſlaves in ſurer ſubjection; 3 
it was preciſely around! them that ſwarmed" * 
Pocfites, cheats, Hars. 481d Knabes. The" fyeo- 
Phant cure, who had refuſed to bury V oltaire; 
wanted to make a traffic of the 775 of erer 
JV epoIDUT 1% ent Dan iat EAI] esc 
writer. | F 
At. St. Medard, alla aticiſm Armed with its 
fie ery torches mel groſsly i brunt, and ſtill more 


men have burſt out, WhO drank pony * 
with delight: e 1 

Other churches allo were the ba as K 
were, of the lukury of the capital. In that of 
Quinze-vingts, / met the farmers general,” the 
change brokers, ſecretaries of finance, proud as 
peacocks, ſhining with gold, rubies, and dia- 
monds, and wanting nothing but diadems. The 


made uſe only of m —— * in * - 

ing Ams. 

At preſent even, you may find at St. Gn 
ſome traces of the antient ſplendor of the gold- | 
ſmiths and ſheriffs of the Hotel de Ville. It is 
there that the women come, as the milliners of 
the Charnier des Innocents heretofore, to ſhew 
themſelves loaded with ribbands and lace. 'But 


rifians renders their piety tranquil; their ſinging 
* is 


is ſoft and meaſured; and it is bes dn ym 


meet with truly angelic beauties. nolqut 
We niay: conclude from thoſe different abſer- | 


vations; that the education of colleges, convents, 


catechiſms,' and pariſn ſchools, have had a very 


fatal influence on the character of the Pariſſans. 
In colleges, youth were taught leſſons) of va- 
nity, pride, contempt; and egutiſm; in convents, 
thoſe of refined debauchery; in catechiſms, thoſe 


of jeſuitical duplicity, perfidy, knavery, and in- 


tolerance; in charity-ſchools, thoſe of ingratitude, 
of lazineſs, lying, and brutality. 

This is the reaſon why nobles, who gave the 
cowardly example of emigration, were almoſt 
all denounced. by their lackeys or their porters. _ 

Such alſo is the reaſon why, in afſemblies of the 
ſections, the moſt extravagant motions, the moſt 
atrocious projects, the moſt yexatious meaſures, 
were propoſed and executed with ſo much cruel 
obſtinacy; the greater part by ſhoemakers, tay- 
lors, carpenters, ſmiths, barbers, and even ſur- 


geons. The inſolence of the noble and the rich, 


who did not pay them, had raiſed their hatred: 
But you found no | maſſacres! nor revolutioniſts 
among the honeſt coal-porters, the butchers, the 
market and corn porters, the ſhoe · cleaners, and 


chimney-{weepers, becauſe from being depen- 


dent on the inhabitants on account of their do- 
meſtic wants, they did not feel like others the 
want of money; and that beſides, from theit pa- 
cific 
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cific character, ty * nenn 
ruption. us Gen 02: Aan 
Al thoſe ſhades have: been effaced- by the 
overthrow of the catholic worſhip ; it had left a 
perculiar ſtamp on every quarter, ſo that in the 
city you ſaluted a : prieſt becauſe he had a noble 
air, the air of u canon of Notre Dein, We in 
other places a prieſt was but a ſervito. 
All thoſe canons, great vicars, e — 
preſbyters, made children in every quarter; aides 


de camps and gendarmes have taken their place. 


Lid 5 4*4 as . 


5 * 
9 
- . 
= % * . 4 = | — ” «+3, #4 ® 
. 


CHAP. cIXXVI. AI 
CARICATURE n 


Ir the Cs of 1 the mod 3 con» 
tinue to go on increaſing, we muſt reckon at leaſt 
on a thouſand Calors to * them to the . 
ſure of wiſe heads. x 

Who'can doubt but that it is che, ingenious 
graving pen of criticiſm, which has engaged the 
women, even thoſe who were moſt headſtrong in 
following ſingular faſhions, to renounce the edi- 
fice of that head-dreſs, called monte- au- ciel, and 
which it ſeemed a hair-dreſſer could not have 
built up without the aid of a ladder. 


14 
7 
The 
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The ſquare coats, Eagliſi breeches, duck-bill brode- 
guns, Athenian dreſſes, hats 2 ' incarne, 2) de 
gauier, furniſhed Vernet with his idea of the iy 
welcomed this ingenious production; people of 
ſenſe have juſtified: the ſatire by adopting à con- 
trary mode of dreſs; that is to ſuy, ſuch as na- 
ture points out, and mmh, the 
uſd. b. vile may Hot g61% 2498 Acol 
Admire theotexipibets" tenen POR mer- 
veilleuſe, who gives her arm to her gallant; round 
as a cucurbite, ſhe has not yet recovered her aſ- 
toniſhment- at her own dreſs ; the woman who 
meets her, ſmall and ſtraĩt as a ſpire of afpara- 
gus, | diſcovers an old acquaintance under her 
new habiliment, and ſeems to ſay, © It eee 
who fold green peas at our corner.“ 

The ſame Vernet has alſo expoſed the rage fo 
horſe-races, lately revived. 12 

You have ſeen the Auglomane, Gn 
hump-backed, ſtrait as a reed, riding with his 
backſide in te air on a long Englim blood 
horſe ; you have ſeen alſo the mvidern Amazon, 
her thighs girt to her ſaddle, and' her velvet 
Jockey cap carried away by the win. 

At preſent Vernet is exhibiting the prepa- 
rations for a tace, and the jockies mounted; the 
horſes are capariſoned, the runners, in under- 
waiſtcoats and turned-up hats, are walking them 
gently to keep them in breath: you would judge 

from 
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from their ſupple hams and their hollow bellies, 
that they had been purged, and weighed the dax 
before, 
ſame opetation. A fly that perches on them 


and that the men had undergone the 


would be oo much. Your eyes follow in the 
diſtance the other racers, who ſweep the plain. 

The ee the jockey, the different attitudes 
of the horſes, their impatient air, the conſident 
look of their leaders, tranſport you already to the 
ſcene of a wg wait rex, the ſcgaal of 
the courſe. 34 11K (3 ' mts 1911: "Ort"? | Fm VID 
And the BY Ty the 8 committees ex- 
hibits an exact deſeription of What was plotted 
in thoſe dens of Poly phemus, where o many in ; 


nacent people felt beforehand the cold ſwoats of 


death Who does not tremble with horror, at 
the aſpect of that rufſian preſident? Vou hear 


who, with his elbows on the table, is lleeping 


away the ane 0b the wine RO un in the 


morning. 2 am 75 
Ihe expmivation of thoſe * 20 label of. 


which eſtabliſhes with the crime of ſuſpicion 
that of correſpondence in foreign countries; the 
terror of the unfortunate' priſoner, who is ſaying 
in a whiſper, Mine of Hungary; the impudence 


of the accuſer; the tables loaded with jewels and 


other effects, belonging to the ſiſſtect; n —_ 
things in ſo narrow a compaſs! ,, 


01 You 


* 


* 
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Pt vod as how in preſence of the exclu/eve,\ in 
the attitude of a gladiator; his eye S erkiss with 
fury, his frightful mouth foams! with rage; on 
the back of his cocked hat is written Aberty; 
with one hand he holds à piſtol on which is 
inſcribed death, with tile other he holds a poiĩg - 
nard on the blade of which is engraved frater- 
uityʒ à little red cap is hung to his putton- hole 
and his pockets are full of denunciations; hevis 
almoſt without breeches; his arms, naked up to 
the ſhoulders, are about to be plunged into the 
blood of his victims. This vis eee a Ari- 
ſtides. WET W hu Wy, hou wy Govt WARP Buys mo, 
The cub of Clicky; with: bells ess is more 
piquant than the print of the. frags demamding a 
king.” The ends of the log exhibit the profiles 
of Lewis the XVIth and Antoinette, At u little 
diſtance birds of prey with long beaks, by which 
are meant the Jacobins under the reign of terror, 
ſnapping up the frogs one after the other, while 
others are dragging them to the guillotine, or 
giving the ſignal for a fiflade; but you ſtop 
with reſpect before that unfortunate, who, plung- 
ed in a dungeon and loaded with chains, writes 
to Robeſpierre, and finiſhes his letter in . 
thoſe words, Vive la liberte ! to 

Spch are the faithful pictures which reprefint 
a great part of the events which have taken 
place; the facetious occurrences are not more 
forgotten than the ſerious. 


The 
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The Pas de Four, or the Folly of the: Day; is 
the [pictureſque expreſſion of a kind of dance 
moſt in vogue at balls. The fidler Who 1olls his 
tongue as u mark of his approbation, the bottles 
which he has already ian. unn 
miniſtration, are truly coniao ĩ 

In ſhort, you ſee as parallels, the ee 
hare a dog dreſſed like Incroyables. Here is 
me millionaire 'hair-drefſer taking bis chocolate; 
the uſurer lending on pawns ; the note of hand and the 
. mortgage; 'the achve croyable filching @ handkerchief 
from the” forget f 'a "citizen ; tie dehurture of the 
defruty whoſe time is exfrired, fat and thick ; the''ars 
rival of his ſucrgſor, thin aud meagre ; the mirror of | 
the paſs,” or the infide of the commune, where are an 
hundred headlefs perſons, and the furies of the 
guMotine in deſolation; he /ropre's Raff in Full 
rout ;""the — of the monks in the good old time; 
the beef a la node; the rentiers on the road to the 
Biretre; and that other, with a noſe a foot Jong, 
at the national treaſury, pointing to it with his 
ben «nd Ay Why am Fay Camus'* 


en on the word: Camus fi 6xniies ſhort, and fa 
noſed, but is put, here for Camus, who made the firſt motion 
which led to the ruin of the ſtockholders, and who fills the 


8 1 of national * 
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| GRAND PERL OVSTER-tLS, 10 

Preis is Rillin + poſſeſion'of the —— 
from whence have ſprung all thoſe which embel- 
liſh and perfume the gardens of: Europe, for we 
owe to the Portugueſe the firſt grains of this 
tree; indigenous to China, they have made the 
iſlands of Hyeres a new garden of the Heſpe- 
oyſter-ſhell, which reminds me of the immenſity 
of the ſeas; and I have at the ſame time a double 
enjoyment on a point where the waves of the 
ocean do not beat, and diſtant from the =_y 
which ripen this fine yellow fruit. 

This is what a populous city can effect, and 
what ready money can command. Every winter 
a delicious fruit indemnifies Paris for the abſence 
of roſes, while on the other hand the ſavoury 
oyſter cures the flight” colds ailing from the 
fogs. 

This fine 1 fruit is 0 in an amphi- 
theatre in the middle of the Pont- neuf; the 
paſſengers ſtop to look at thoſe immenſe pyra- 
mids, the delicious odour of which gives every 

mouth 
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mouth the movement of a ſmile, and 4 muy | 


ſion of ſenſuality. 
In vain does the wind of yo Hes. Rate with 


its pointed arrows the roſy fingers of the ſmiling 
laſs ; ſhe peels the orange which ſhe has bought 


as quick as her eyes devoured it. The hand 


which would preſerve a part for friendſhip is wet- 
ted by the juice, and the preſent is eaten on the 


ſpot, and does not reach its deſtination. It is the 
mouth, and not the heart, that is guilty; no re- 


proaches to the liquoriſh beauty; 1 have ſeen the 
jover do the fam tn ads, at oe 
77 It is with regret that I , tread under my feet g 
the rind of this delectable fruit, whilſt I love to 
crack the oyſter-ſhell, becauſe its reſiſtance invites 
me, But why is this odorous bark ſo deſpiſed? 
it muſt be from its great abundance ; formerly 
this balſamic rind was employed zaun the 
baſis of ſimple bergamots. 
But the aſs, laden with oranges, takes his ad- | 
vantage of our diſdain ; he does not inſult with, 
contemptuous foot the rind of ſuch as are eaten 
around him; on the contrary, he often bends his 
head to inhale the ſavoury odour ; ſoothing con- 
ſolation for his fatigue, and the neglect of his co- 
vetous miſtreſs, who, without giving him any 
thing to eat, keeps him motionleſs under his 
heavy loading the whole length of: a cold and bit- | 


ter day. $607 
The 
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The aſs which carries oranges excites a'very 
different kind of intereſt from the aſs who carries 
relics. We do not kneel down before the for- 
mer, but he ſometimes receives a few careſſes 
from the flattering band of a young girl, who, 
while her lover is picking out the 2 fruit, 
looks at the poor afs, and ſays ſomething to him, 
as much from a ſentiment of pity as to ave the 
purchſer time to chuſe the fineſt, 9 

Who would now ſtoop for an ange or lemon 
peel, from which the phyſician draws ſuch pre- 
cious aid ? Who would ſtoop for an oyſter-ſhell? 
but if it was unique, what would be its price? 
Virgil found pearls in the 'dunghill of En- 
nius ; the poor artiſt does not fear dirtying his 
fingers in raking the mud of, Paris; it is a mine 
where he finds iron, which he has the fecret of 
changing into ſilver. He does not deſpiſe'a nail, 
the invention of which holds the ſavage in ec- 
ſtacy ; he picks up with reſpect a pin, which re- 
quires the labour of twenty. arms to 90 out n 
ed from the manufactory. | 

The ragman knows how to unearth the hid- 
den bone, with which button-moulds and cane- 
heads are made. I am ſorry to fee that we have 
thrown by the bergamot, and taken up with 
eſſence of aſparagus. I own that I prefer the 
bergamot aux caurs enflammes, to the bon wo wad * 
vulgarly bons, a la Madame ne 
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in ſpite of the new. calendar, the Parifians,j in- 
yariably under the influence of intereſt, ſenſuality, 
and falſehood, perſiſt ; in celebrating the day of the 
year fixed to the firſt of January by the ROTO 
Charles the Ninth: _ _. 

The confectioners alſo, who ſeem to have 5 

a reflettive ſtudy. of the heart of this butterfly 
_ in order to flatter them regulate the an- 
cient almanack by the ſign of piſtachoes and ice 
cheſnuts. On that famous day, cryſtal luſtres ta- 
ken from the lofty ceilings of palaces are pom- 
pouſly ſuſpended by garlands of flowers to the 
ceiling of their ſhops, which are light a Ip; 7 
dent as catafalques. | 

By the radiancy of an hundred. wax lights, | 
without reckoning the dazzling: reflectors and 
the coloured lamps, the crowd of - buyers circu- 
late the length of the glaſs, caſes. which incloſe, 
under the moſt varied and ſingular forms, every 
new invention of the ſweet meat-diſtiller. There, 
amidſt a thouſand phials of liqueurs of the iſles 


fabricated at Paris, you feaſt your eyes as well 
| "as 
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as your mouth with the eſſences of lemon, uf paſ- 
tilles, vermeilles de guimave, of priapes à la rofe, 
of e ee 14s; ah W 
n meme om 90 
Lou ſee cuckobs in linnets neſts eee ee 
alluſion to the preſent ſtate of manners) and, heap- 
ed one on another,” erumpled cabbages, turnips, 
tobacco-ro t, potatoes, American ſauſages, 
Mentz hams, fried Whiting, patés, and puff 
cakes, all containing juices as delicate as they 
are ſayoury ; and it is a very juſt conſequenee 
nnn nene de. an e 
ture. an | 
Amidſt this kind oy — bearded: Un: 
chins make their appearance mingled. with all 
ſorts of things of daily and vulgar uſe. There 
is alſo the counter of inſin ls for citizens 
wives who are afflicted with vapours, and young 
ladies @ Roman ſentimental. There are ſpirituous 
efſences contained in imperceptible bottles. The 
glorious ſultan, ang. the marriage baſtet, crowned | 
with roſes and other ornaments, do not ſhrink 
from the fight; and they do not faibto:range-near 
phials of blue water, or the deceirer which has 
the wonderful advantage of rene wing virginity, as 
well as thoſe of the water of Venus, which pre- 
- vents the ee en e e 
teeth. 
TuS the confeftivner's ſhow! is a trap into 
which individuals of both fexes enter, and are 
VOL. TI. N caught 
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caught like flies in a honey- pot. Yes, men to 
entrap each other ſpread: ſnares - with: . bon bn 
and to thoſe who intereſt them moſt, they offer 
the moſt delicious, imitating in that the fiſhers, 
who to catch the beſt fiſn bait the hook with | 
the fleſh of which they are the moſt greedy... 
Alas! we boaſt of being free, Sine lakes, | 


ſang froid on ſugar muſhrooms, ſugar caſtles, part K 
ſugar flowers, ſugar boudoirs, and we forget that the 
ſugar uſed with fo aſtoniſhing a profuſion has 
cauſed the invention of the negro trade, and 
that what we taſte with ſo much pleaſure coſts 
the negro ſlave many a laſh of the 8 pony 5 
tears, and much blood. 2 R 


3 I 
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CHAP. CLXxIX. 


GYMNASIUM or BENEFICENCE. tad 


SINCE the days of Adam there never had 2 
ſeen ſuch a knaviſh quack, or a quackiſh knave, 
as the director of this eſtabliſhment, who is .cal- 
led Gaſton Roſnay ; his impudence was ſuch, 
that when you think on it you cannot help paſſ- 
ing from indignation to laughter, and from laugh- 
ter to indignation. He-: promiſed you gauze 
chimney-pieces, paper-ſtoves, ſwimming-houſes, 


floating 


NEW PICTURE or PARTS. 


to the efforts of the winds, to the powet of can. 


non, and that of thunder; he invited to his work - 
. abs. eee 
to the puny rhy meſter, to be witneſſes of his mi- 
racles; he was to introduce univerſal, founded 


on private, opulence, and talked of nothing but 
enriching thoſe who ſhould apply to him. 


Who would have thought that ſuch a man 


could have found ſuch a number of dupes! He 
told them in other-terins, Form yourſelves into a 


company of ſeven lenders, and on my credit, in 
continually lending to me, I will Pay e red 


| punctually the two firſt. Siri 791 


This (groſs knave, to the ———— | 
' ſenſe, was liſtened to for ſome months, and emp- 

tied pockets, chiefly thoſe of the lower claſſes, of 
conſiderable ſums. When the title of robber Was 


imprinted on his forehead, writhing under the 
laſh of infamy, he had ſtill the impudence to tell 


the Pariſians that they were fools not to bring 


him their money, for that he would pay the old 


lenders with the money of the new. The police, 


though a little late, has puniſhed this public 


ſwindler, ſurpaſſing in impudence the whole of 


the knaviſh tribe. 8 
Amidſt the crimes of our revolution, the vice 
of an individual has taken a truly inexplicable 
character, when we reflect that public advertiſe- 
_ announced a cavern, where Cartouche 


M2 would 


- 
floating fortreſſes, proof againſt tenipeſts; ſuperior | 


— 22 — — 
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would have bluſhed to have played. his gibbet 
tricks. The ſight of a perfect demoralization was 
neceffary to embolden this Gaſton Roſriay.to plun- 
der indigence under pretences fo ſtupidly perfidi- 
ous. I will venture to ſay, that impudence was 
never puſhed ſo far, and that under a certain 
point of view it is more diſguſting than even vice 
itſelf. If the tabouret of the Place de Greve 
does not execute juſtice on this impoſtor, every 
one will have the right to inſlidt on him the pu- 
niſhment which he has deſerved for ſo «9 org 
dalous inſtances of theft and robbery. 
This gymnaſium of beneficence, in — 
the ſecret of human weakneſs, and how much 
it may be ſported with by means of the priſm of 
hope, has ruined among the indigent. claſſes a 
crowd of men who have confided to me their 
diſtreſſes, and entruſted me with the care of _— | 
ing them, "Ht 

The correctional police has Aer en his 2 
puniſhment, which is undoubtedly too light; but 
it will become more heavy from the cry N 
lic wrong and public indignation. 
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narf. CEXXR. 
+ mn wenn. 


| hom time 1 ene pues of going to 

preſent noſegays, | ſeveral individuals of both 
ſexes took the liberty of going into houſes, and 
took advantage of the fear they occaſioned to ſteal 
light pieces of furniture, or ſwindle people out of 
their money. Some of thoſe noſegay traders 
entered the houſe of an inhabitant of the Faux- 
bourg St. Antoine. The maſter of the houſe po- 
litely invited them to ſtep into his apartment, 
where, taking up his piſtols, he ſaid to them, 
Gentlemen, you preſent me with your noſe- 
* pays, give me leave to preſent you in return 


„ with mine; take care, however, that their 


“ ſmell, which is pretty ſtrong, does not mount 
into your head. The gentlemen quickly took 
- to their heels, The noſegay women, in the time 
of Chaumette, were his choiceſt ſpies; there are 
ſome of them ſo frightful, that they give a tint 
of hideouſneſs to the flowers which they offer 
you. They beſiege you at the doors of the thea- 
tres, climb into carriages, force the doors of per- 
ſons who are named to any public place ; they 
enter in ſpite of all oppoſition, and in order to 


get 


166 
bet rid of their fetid embraces you muſt pay 
them. | 
The police 1 was obli ged to interpoſe to put a 
reſtraint on the aſſaults of thoſe ugly creatures, 
ho had transformed into a tax a practice which 
had been too lightly. tolerated, that of introdueing 
themſelves into houſes vader nne of 9 
ment and felicitation. N 
I have ſeen; theſe * . at 15 
virtuous Roland's, ſpying his table, and count- 
ing the gueſts; he knew i i, but durſt 8 — 
out of doors. 929i0-4c1:4 
There was a noſegay girl of: the e Palais-Royal, 
who was notorious for having through jealouſy 
made an Abelard of her lover. At the time 
of the maſſacre in the priſons, -ſhe did not obtain 
Fanden. and was ** for yn ne ow 


crime. 
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. CLAXXI. 
PAIRS or $PECTACLE5. 


OLD toothleks women, whoſe chins almoſttouch- 
ed their aquiline noſes, reading with their ſpec- 
tacles, word by word, in their Pſalters, the litanies 
of the Holy Virgin, often excited a wicked laugh. 
Theſe ſame old women, now. that the world is 
turned upſide down, may laugh in their turn at 
our beardleſs boys making love in ſpeCQtacles, 

Clerks in the public offices, true letter-grinders, 
have made this faſhion general. Some of their 
noſes, on which ſpeCtacles remain in permanence, 
give them an air of judicial gravity. A head- 
clerk doubles his eyes to enable him to read his 
pile of papers, wiſhing, by the aid of this diſtinc- 
tive ſign, to appear as indefatigable as the laborious 
Hercules, while he is little more in general than 
a ſort of diplomatic parrot. 

I do not mean to cenſure the clerks of public 
offices, but only to point out the origin of a euſ- 
tom, the exaggeration of a faſhion, and the vanity. 
of its followers. Of twenty perſons who. paſs 
along the ſtreets, ten have ee 

The 


* 
* 
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The uſe of ſpedtacles leads to chicanery ; look 
at. that old payer of annuities, with a contract 
grown yellow with age in his hand; his ſpetta- 
cles magnify the letters almoſt as wh as Herſ- 
chell's teleſcope magnifies the planets; notwith- 
ſtanding which he pauſes over every word and. 
every phraſe; counts the points and commas; the 
cleareſt term appears to him obſcure ; he handles 
the paper with a fort of inquietude; he weighs 

It; if I may uſe the expreſſion, as if he was afraid 
kh he felt the weight of a cypher too much; in 
a word, he viſits it, touches it, interrogates it 
with the mental application of a Vind man, 
who feels, ſtudies, and verifies Wee his en 
a piece of ſmooth money. 

How much I ſuſpett the Waste of that pro- 
found connoiſſeur, who with his ſpectacles on his 
noſe examines a picture of Rubens or Vandyke ! 
He ſees every thing quite near, while he ſees no- 
thing; notwithſtanding which he is deciſive. All 


the illuſion, all the magic of thoſe ſublime paint- - | 


ings, is in the diſtance, which the pencil of the 

artiſt has fixed for the tenen ſpettator to exa· 
mine it. ä 
But the wearers of ſpeRtacles find an ineſtima- 
ble advantage in uſing them ; acrofs that enchant- 
ing priſm they view every pretty woman, more 
pretty than miniatures! What a delightful la- 
ſion] ſpectacles foften features which are too 
large; they give an air of youth to ſuperannuated 
4 |  eoquettes, 


* 
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coquettes, who grow old in ſpite of their endea- 
vours to prevent ĩt; in a word, they beſtowy on the 
features! of youth that ſweetneſs, that virginal 
grace, which giye us the idea of the celeſtial 
beauty of angels ; nevertheleſs, whatever delight- 
ful enjoyment theſe bleſſed ſpectacles afford to 
amateurs, I agree with honeſt La Fontaine, © that 


e Pr iv —_ 
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CHAP. CLXXXIL | 
DAT AND wa —— 


Is general, the pavement of Paris i is Gage 
able, but during certain months it is deteſtable. 
No one is dirty at preſent, though he be up to his 
knees in mud. Boots and | half-boots are in 
faſhion, and the pavement-is trod by night as well 
as by day. a 

8 of Paris was a N 
power, and for that reaſon not to be called in 
queſtion, nothing was done for the advantage of 
the people, but every thing for that of pickpock- 
ets and thieves, becauſe they were made uſe of 
as 
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NE enjoyed full licence. 


as ſubaltern agents. Coffec-houſes; ee 


"p<; 711 OF 7 E 


The mud was not taken 0 _ the W 
lighted. We had fallen into fuch a ſtate of im- 
morality, that we were plunged into a ſlavery an 
hundred times worſe than that from which we 
had been delivered. It was not without difficulty 
that the police could reſume its authority, and 
it was found neceſſary to arreſt as male factors 
two thouſand and forty- ſeven perſons in the ſpace 


of feven months, without compriſing the domi- 


ciliary viſits, which furniſhed the priſons with 
more than eighteen hundred idle and diſorderly 


perſons. O too feeble legiſlation!” exclaimed 


a magiſtrate, © you would have ſoon brought on 


A the ruin of the beſt of governments! and ye le- 


« giſlators, who have created this new mode, ye 
thought without doubt that ye had a nation of 
angels to govern, and ye have omitted the ſureſt 

* principle of a good legiflation: Tae Jaw ir hu- 


4 mane in firohortion as it is terrible, Becanſe it Ariter : 


© the mind of the criminal with a ſalutury terror; and 
« ;nftead of having to puniſh crime, las the ia art 
< of frreventing it, and of feifing it in its binth.” © 
W hat a den, what a gulph, is that Palais-Royal! 
There you meet the countenances of aſſaſſins, 


filthy and brutal figures, ferocious and infolent 
looks and demeanours. Sometimes you are ſud- 
denly alarmed by a claſh of fabres, and you im- 


mediately think- that a revolt has begun. You - - 
are 
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ders, and learn nothing either of the cauſe or 
the deed ; every man tranſlates according to his 
fancy, and relates what he has ſeen from opinions 
he had formed the preceding evening. Paris is 
ſo extenſive, that a battle might take place at 
one end of it without a word about it trans 
ſpiring at the other. This is what happened on 

the 14th of July and the 10th of Auguſt. When 
the alarm bell rings, it does not awake more than 
a tenth part of the population. : 

When Drouet and Babœuf wu to -mur- 
der the directory, the . legiſlative body, and 
twenty thouſand inhabitants of this city, on the 
night of the 22d of Floreal, in order to deliver 
the people from the tyranny of the rich, no 
one knew it in the city, and the people learnt it. 
only the next day by the channel of the newi- 
papers. . 

In this great magazine of robbers, beggars, 
pickpockets, ſwindlers of every kind, 'and who 
flock in from every corner of the republic as 
to a theatre on which they may exerciſe their 
talents, we cannot diſſemble that the police of 
Paris is intimately connected with the general po- 
lice of the country, and that we do wrong to 
conſider the expences of this police as expences 
abſolutely local. 
We muſt come ſooner 6r later to the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of a horſe and foot patrole for the ſpe- 
_ cial 
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cĩal watch of Paris. The gendarmerie compoſes 
-the-horſe patrale, but they are not ſufficcent. 
On a ſtrict calculation, the forty-eight ſections 
of Paris furniſh one hundred and fifty thouſand 
men who mount guard, and whoſe turn comes 
at leaſt twelve times a year. Three quarters and 
à half find fubſtitutes, becauſe there is a wide 
difference between mounting guard and doing the 
duty of a ſoldier. A man who would ge again 
and take the Baſtille would find it difagreeable 
to make one of a patrole. Men are ſo formed, 
the Pariſians eſpecially, who deteſt this ſer- 
vice, and particularly ſince the diſorganization 
of the national guard; they would fly to take 
part in an engagement, but refuſe to arreſt 
a robber. It is wiſely conjectured, that thoſe 
who wiſhed to exempt themſelves had rather 
pay than ſerve; that by means of this contri» 
| bution a number of abuſes would be avoided; 
and that we might eaſily maintain a watch 
fitted to ſecure both perſons and property from 
the incurſions of ruffians of every kind. Money 
is the finew of war, and we are not ignorant that 
the police is openly at war with knaves, a few 
excepted. The citizens might then be ſuffered to 
fleep peaceably in bed with their wives; there 
would be fewer colds and more children, and the 
night police would be better ſerved. | 
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[* TY; 7 ORD OB LR AION FEUD 01 
an — of the ſtockholder are — 
leſs. The government, ſays he, is indebted to 


the ſtockholders an enormous arreur; it is in- 


debted to a numerous claſs of poor individuals 


an immenſe ſum, forming the eſtimative value 
of domains, goods, plate, jewels, diamonds, con- 
fiſcated or takenrevglutienarily They propoſed 
taking this ſum in deduQtion of the loan. This 


fair propoſition was refuſed. © The government,” 


added he, ſmiling fardonically, © reſembles the 


« perſonage in the comedy, who ſays, I owe 
« you ten thouſand livres; I cannot pay you, but 

lend me five mare, and that will make fifteen 
e thouſand.” _ 

The meaſure of diſcontent ed 
creaſes; the government ſays * a word, but 
gains time from day to day. It is, who ſhall 
call bimſelf rentier, to excite ſenſibility; and he 
who has a bond for an annuity of ten erowns 
could wiſh. you to believe that he e 70 one 
for three thouſand. | 

The unfortunate rentier is exricatured. in a 
thouſand forms; he is never proud but when he 


com- 
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complains; you would ſuppoſe that he is reciting 


a tragedy, and he receives comfort when you 


have mingled your lamentations with his own. 
The rentiers join in chorus againſt the contractors 
of the republie; they ſay; that they are the 
cauſe of all the evil, and that they ſhall be made 
to regorge at ſome future day. With this idea 
they conſole themſelves; the next day they figh 
again, but as they have contraſted the habitude, 
grief wears away, and every one takes patience. 
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CHAP. CLXXXIV:  -: 
STEPHANIE BOURBON. 


STEPHANTE-Lovisa-DE-BouRBoN (Conti), 


who numbers among her maſters J. J. Rouſſeau, 


whoſe principles ſhe appears to have followed, 
informs the public, that until the lot of the Bour- 
bons is fixed, ſhe gives perſons of her own ſex, as 
a means of exiſtence, elementary leſſons in writ- 
ing, orthography, grammar, muſic, mathematics, 
drawing, and moral philoſophy. She gives her 
pupils alſo a general idea of all the ſciences, ſuch 
as logic, geography, mythology, &c. c. There 
are none of my readers who do not immedi- 
a tely 
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ately call to mind Dionyſius of Syracuſe, ſchool- 
maſter at Corinth, „ f n 420044 t A #203} 

Stephanie · Bourbon js the beſt-informed of her 
whole family; her lot will be always/preferable 
to that of the ex- prince of Conde, who'has-enhit- 
ed himſelf in the ſervice of a Nuſſian deſpot, 
and who puts four flowers · de · luce at the four cor · 
ners of his colours, waiting until he ſhall be able 
to return to France, his country, as he comically 
expreſſes himſelf. Vas ten voin uieunent, 
Jenn! Look if they are coming, Fohn !” N 
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CHAP. CLXXXV. 


NUDITY. 8 

War is then this city, the ſeverity of whoſe 
police ſubjeQts every citizen to the inſpeQion 
of an office for the regulation of morals, whilſt the 


public gardens are peopled with immodeſt ſtatues 
in a ſtate of complete nudity? © 


' Morals and ſtatues are two things incompati- 
ble. And can we conſider as men of illuſtrious 
genius, or rather as lawgivers of modeſty, thoſe 
artiſts whoſe indecent chiſel has reproduced be- 
yond their natural dimenſion the ſexual parts of 
the ſtatues which time had mutilated?” 

No! 


! 
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above the lilies, emblem of her innocence; to 


. Not it is not a weakneſs to be ſcandaliaed at 


ſuch nudities. We have no right to put before 


the eyes of the mother of a family what we wauld 
not dare to ſhy in her ears; her young daugh- 


contemplate the round and naked rump a2 
young Bacchus in the ſpring of life, and . whoſe 
Harp" ime Morag _ me © 

When a people, carried away nl he en 
of a revolution, ſeem themſelves aſtoniſhed at hay- 
ing ſhaken off the yoke of an auſtere religion, 
which oppoſed-with-equal-force-the conflict of 
every paſſion ; when it remains yet undecided 
what kind of worſhip is to be ſubſtituted in 
place of that which is overthrown ; when, above 
all, the prejudice of education leaves till in 
their mind a living root, it is not without conſider- 
able danger for the morals of their children 
that we expoſe to their eyes ſtatues without 
covering, as if we wiſhed ta teach them in the 
age of modeſty to calculate, like new Niphuſes“, 
all the ſecret and inviſible beauties of the hu- 
man body, and to judge of them by compa- 
riſon, as if we were deſirous that our young girls 
ſhould imitate the Lacedæmonian women, who 


* Niphus, ſurnamed the Emperor of the Learned, was phy- | 


 fician to Jane of Arragon, and gave a e erat he 


ſcription of all the united beauties of this princeſs. 
kept 
\ 
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kept in their chambers the ſtatues of Narciſ- 
ſus, of Hyacinthus, or of n in 
order to have fine-children. © 

Shall the decorators of our gardens 00 re- 
ben of public morals? and will they think 
themſelves juſtified for the ſcandal of indecent 
images, becauſe it was the cuſtom” to paint wo- 
men naked in the public places of Greece and 
Rome? But we ought not to allow ourſelves the 
tranquil-prejudice of Greeks or Romans, who, 
full of reſpect for their immodeſt ſtatues, were 
deſirous that they ſhould invite alike the regards 
of youth and advanced age, and who forbad the 
removal from the temple of Lanuvium, on 
account of its exquiſite beauty, of the picture of 
Helen, painted abſolytely naked, and im ; 
all the fires of ſenſuality. WF 
Admitting that all the nudities of the Ge 


and Romans were not libidinous figures, we 


ſhall not heſitate to affirm on the other hand, 
that they were the ſeeds of corruption. It is 
becauſe their eyes were familiarized with the 
obſcene ſtatues of the minions of Jupiter, and 
the Phrynes of the fable, that they made no 
ſeruple of engraving on their feſtival cups the 
adultery of Mars and Venus. 

Were the artiſts at that time right in citing, in 
order to juſtify theſe infamies, the laſcivious pro- 
ductions of Parrhaſius? No, undoubtedly. In 
rendering juſtice to the zeal and enlightened taſte 
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of che anisteurs of the arts/ who place before out 


eyes in the Tuilleries copies of the maſter-pieces 


of the moſt celebrated ſtatuaries of antiquity, 


there will be no inconvenience in obſerving to 
them, that ſeveral of theſe admirable productions 
would figure more becomingly in muſeums, 
which are their proper ſanctuary, where the fa- 
ther may enter without his ſon, ad the mother 
without her daughter. 

If this obſervation appear too an i 
will they have to object to the tacit” reproach 
of mothers, who turn aſide from the admirable 
group of Caſtor and Pollux, in order that their 
view- might not awaken the attention of their 
young daughters. The republic ought not to 
adopt the morals of Sybaris, and the French wo- 


men ſhould not be ambitious, like the Spartan 


women, of the title of naked haunches, or appear 
in public with open and tranſparent robes, in 
imitation of the dancers of Herculaneum. 

Beſides, every thing becomes the type of a new 
mode for a nation as frivolous as ours. The robe 
of the ſtatue of Flora, which is ſo decent, but 
which leaves ſo many ſeeret charms to be di- 
vined, ſerves as a model to ſuch of our belles of 
the preſent day as diſplay the em hon point of their 
forms in too viſible a manner to leave us the plea- 
ſure of gueſſing at them. | 

Ah! let us never forget that modeſty is the 
grace of love: it is in its favour that the ſpring 
deeks 


NE PICTURE OP PARIS: 179 


decks the trees with verdure; it is under their 
myſterious ſhade that the birds themſelves dreſs 
the nuptial bed! Take away the veil which co- 
vers Chriſt in Raphael's ſublime picture of the 
Transfi guration, and you take n him half of 
his dignity. 1 

Who does not recollef with aelight the inge- 
nuous dances which the children of both: ſexes 
heretofore formed, in preſence of their parents, 
on the great platform of the Luxemburgh ? It 
was the re-union of families. Every thing was 
lively, animated, ſmiling, and chaſte. There was 
no ſtatue there but nature, whoſe roſes covered the 
boſom. Innocent as flowers, the young girls con 
templated their marriage union without ſuſpect- 
ing its tender myſtery. Then the youthful bride- 
groom ſaw for the firſt time in his young bride the 
exquiſite Venus, and the bride beheld in her huſ- 
band the unrivalled Apollo. How: happy were 
they | no indecent engraving, no uncovered ſtatue, 
gave them the foretaſte of the ſupreme: felicity ; 
every thing was new for them ; every thing was 
enjoyment, and the eyes alſo had their virginity. 
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Mnuo has not ſeen, a few years back, on the 
Place de Greve, that famous retailer of tiſanue, 
who for a liard, in the dog days, ſlaked the thirſt 
of the Limouſin, the coal porter, the day labourer, 

the mechanic, and young children. His fountain, 
placed at a fixed - poſt, was inexhauſtible. A 
water-carrier filled it every hour. The majeſtic 
tifanue merchant attracted every look on account 
of his brilliant apparel. Large ſtripes of gold lace 
down every ſeam heightened the ſplendour of his 
ſcarlet waiſtcoat, and when with nimble fiſt he 
turned three cocks at the fame ſtroke, in order to 
ſerve ſeven or eight drinkers at a time, the jing- 
ling of the bells that hung at his fleeves, and 
which he. triumphantly ſhook in wiping his gob- 
lets, were heard as far as the Pont-au-Change. 
In ſhort, young girls, who alſo came to quench 
their thirſt at his fountain, ſmilingly admired ' 
themſelves in the glaſs of his helmet, the dia- 
monds of which multiplied the ſun. Alas! 
this illuſtrious monarch of the fountain, this 


f mirror of the ſun, has diſappeared ! We no lon- 


Fil ger drink of his limonade-tiſanue, his beneficent 
EX tiſanue, 
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tiſanue, whoſe proud froth we uſed to puff off 


from the lips of his ſhining goblets. 
Cantines have taken his place, ſhops where they 
do not ſell tiſanue at a liard the glaſs, but wine 
at an enormous price. Thoſe taverns, ſet up 
along the Greve, ſtretch acroſs the wheat port, 
and end at the port St. Paul. Four upright 
ſticks form their ſtructure; old pieces of ta- 
peſtry, filled with holes, defend the drinkers 
but wretchedly againſt the piercing rays of the 
ſun. In the back ground you ſee the caſks in 
draught. Theſe ſheds are filled with ſpies, ſharp- 
ers, ſwindlers, and ſoldiers. The vulgar indem 
nify themſelves for the wine which they have not 
taſted for a year paſt, and drown their reaſon in 
the mugs. 
_ That port, where formerly the . fs the 
gifts of Ceres unloading, and all the commodities 
neceſſary for the exiſtence of a great people, 
is now changed into a vaſt cabaret, in which men, 
whoſe conſtant labour helped to ſupport the bur- 
den of life, now conſume their time in drinking, 
in playing at cards, familiarizing themſelves 
with leiſure and idleneſs, and filled with wine 
ſtretch themſelves along, and ſleep in the laps of 
their filthy miſtreſſes. The frantic ſyſtem of 
the agrarian law ſeems to have taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of the heads of thoſe credulous mecha- 
nics. They imagined that all men ought to be 
rich and do nothing, and they ſerve the dangerous 
TP? appren- 
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_ apprenticeſhip of idleneſs. To drink, laugh, and 
fing among vile proſtitutes, is their ſupreme -feli- 
city. They have alſo one virtue leſs, that of ſo- 
briety : every inſtant the paſſenger ſteps aſide in 
order / to avoid being elbowed by a nne man 
or woman. 

How urgent it is ene to reviye teten | 
to cement the general peace, to bring back with 
it plenty, labour, good morals, and ſocial virtues! 

If theſe vows be not heard, if every day is to 
be a day of reft for the unoccupied workman, 
days of drunkenneſs and debauchery, theſe caba- 
rets will become ſo many haunts of proſtitution, 
ſo many caverns for robbers, aſylums for ſedition, 
in which daring leaders, fearleſs of patroles, will 
harangue their docile ſatellites, will impel their 
' motions at their pleaſure, by pouring out libations 
of wine without meaſure, the ſource of civil diſ- 
orders and of factions, the forerunners of the de- 
ſtruction of empires. 
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Sacha demons, ghoſts, * thing which 
belongs to the black art, bloody nuns, ſuch are the 
amuſements which have taken place of the. Or- 
phean flutes of the opera, its enchanting dances, 
the ſongs of Alceſte and Antigone; this is what 
has diſſolved its harmonious circle, and palſied 
the ſport of thoſe decorations which ſometimes 
diſplayed to us magnificent cities, ſometimes 
the dark and deep- horror of foreſts, and ſome- 
times the palace of the ſun forcing us to tage 
our eyes. 

The temptation of St. Anthony, iche a its 
principle was only an allegory, an Egyptian 
hieroglyphick, like the paps of Iſis and the la- 
bours of Hercules, has become in the hands of 
| legendaries, poets, and painters, the ſource of 
a multitude, of ſtrange fables, which . ignorance 
has converted into true hiſtories, and with which 
philoſophy has not failed to reproach religion, 

This celebrated temptation, engraven by Calot, 
and ſung by Piron, was acted as a pantomime on 
the theatre of the city. The directors of this 
ſpectacle neglected nothing to give it all the 

ſplendour 
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ſplendour and pomp of which it was ſuſcep- | 
tible. Devils, hell, illuſions, ſtage effect, danc- 


ing, fire, military evolutions, gardens, temples, 
all was employed with richneſs in the decora- 


tion, and profuſion in the detail. 

People of taſte were offended, but the people 
did not liſten to the reaſonings of people of taſte; 
they go where they can be elevated and ſurpriſed; 
they go wherever they find any thing that inte- 


reſts them. 


| Theſe ghoſts and ſpectres, which are raiſed on 
the theatres, and which afford ſo much pleaſure 
in the beholding, are the reflection of the revolu- 
tionary periods: the people are pleaſed at the 
phantaſm agony in ſeeing the ſhade of Robeſpierre; 
it advances ; a cry of horror is heard; ſuddenly 
the head is detached from the body, a terrible 
ſtroke of thunder cruſhes the monſter, and accla- 
mations of joy accompany the thundering ful- 
mination. | 
People of taſte would wiſh to ſuppreſs the 
little theatres ; they lament the attempts of the 
ſcenic undertakers, and talk to us of the fine an- 
tique ; but if they cannot ſtrike us with a grand 
and intereſting ſpectacle, why are they ſo anxi- 
ous to amuſe the people, not after their taſte, 
but after their own, which is often timid, cold, 
and confined ? Let them leave the multitude the 
choice of their ſeats. The crowd which throng 
| to 
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to a theatre never go without reaſon; but it is the 
philoſopher alone who diſcovers the motive 
I mis ſpecies of dark and melancholy romance 
was fabricated at London; our bookſellers have 
tranſlated them, and they have ſold in great abun- 
dance. It was for us to invent and write ſuch 
novels by the glimmering of the lamps of the 
dungeons where we were buried alive. We 
have compoſed nothing of this ſort; but 
decorators and pantomimes ſeized on thoſe 
mournful images, and thoſe theatres who had 
taken leſs money, though they had their ſpec- 
tres, their hells, and devils alſo, do not think 
that fair, and pretend that it does not belong 
to ſhew-booths to repreſent thoſe infernal ſcenes. 
One obſervation ſtrikes the philoſopher on this 
ſubject, which is, that the people become fami- 
liarized with thoſe fantaſtic images, amuſe them- 
ſelves more in proportion as they believe leſs, 
and, in ſhort, laugh at them. What better ef- 
fect could the wiſeſt books have produced? The 
moſt elegant women are paſſionately fond of 
theſe little theatres ; they love the walks of the 
Boulevards, where reign a greater air of liberty 
and licence. There is an alley oppoſite to the 
Ambiju-comique, which becomes the rendezvous 
of all the little nocturnal ſuppers. You are loſt 
in the crowd; you eſcape all obſervation ; you 
have the air of being of the people. Images of 
witchcraft, the libidinous monk carried off by the 
devil, 


5 
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devil, the dances and figures of demons, every 
thing renders a woman prettier after this ſpectacle 
than after the opera. Thoſe who pay for the 
ſupper are always good and amiable devils; the 
youngeſt are the imps, and they transform in the 
beſt manner they can the hell rde Gay we 
m ſeen. into e e Bey att 4 


CHAP. CLXXXVIII. 


— 


REFRACTORY PRIESTS. 


Tx1s epithet has a double ſenſe; it announces 
a reſiſtance and a revolt; it ſignifies an untract- 
able diſciple and a rebellious citizen; it is 
borrowed from the arts. We name refrafory 
the ſand, or the clay, or the mineral, which not 
only does not unite itſelf with other materials, 
but which hinders them from uniting together, 
and which diſſolves the whole compoſition. 

It is pretended that the prieſts called confitu- 
tional have done more harm to the revolution than 
the refraftory. © Thoſe,” ſays one of our writers, 
* had only libertine ideas, but they had at leaſt 
j te the boldneſs of crime. They could not deceive 
| . any one, and the impudence of their pretenſions 
40 «© was 
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cc was ſufficient to cover them with-ſhame, and 
« draw down the hatred of the public on their 
« heads. When it was obſerved on one fide, that 
« Abbe Maury was a Franc coquin, it was retorted 
« on the other that at leaſt ceroit un coquin Franc.” 
What was called communicat, was receiving into 
your mouth from the hand of a prieſt, juſt iſſuing 
from a place of. ill-fame, and ſtill intoxicated, a 
little bit of flower paſte, flat, and of the ſize and 
roundneſs of what we call a little ſous, 


6 Tremblez, humains, faites des vœux; 
“ Voilaà le maitre du tonnere !” 


This is at leaſt what our prieſts wiſhed us 
to believe, without believing it themſelves. A 
Pariſian, who was ſick, was confeſſed by a con- 
ſtitutional prieſt, and had received what was then 
called the viaticum. His relations laid hold of his 
conſcience, and perſuaded him that this communion 
availed nothing. The ſick man receives the ſa- 
crament of a refractory prieſt, and ſays in expir- 
ing, It would be very unfortunate if neither 
* of theſe communions ſhould, be good? 

After the affair of Pontarſon, a volunteer hav- 
ing been made priſoner by the Chouans, was car- 
ried before their general, who, after having ſhaved 
him himſelf, ſent him to a prieſt, who aſked him 
which he preferred, the conſtitutional or refractory 
prieſts? The volunteer anſwered, rt le mad 
* uſe-nether of the one nor tie otler. On this an- 

| ſwer 
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ſwer he eee. to be ſhot, DON Was 
. d 0 
They call „ut « little leaf of paſt of 50 
of a ſous, of which a prieſt, were he the moſt con- 
ſummate villain, by means of four Latin words, 
made a god. A ci devant marchioneſs was on her 
5 death bed; a non-juring prieſt having brought her 
the viaticum clandeſtinely in his breeches, ſne made 
ſome difficulty to ſwallow it, pretending that it 
ſmelt of his pocket. . It is ſince ſaid that the non- 
juring prieſts make uſe of no ies but ſuch as are 
@ la fleur d orange. | 


CHAP. CLXXXIX. 
AMELIORATION. 


Wx cannot hear, without the moſt lively emo- 
tions of pleaſure, that there are at preſent at the 
Hotel Dieu two hundred and fifty empty beds, 
and that each ſick perſon has one to himſelf. 
The uſual mortality in this hoſpital under the old 
regime was thirteen perſons a day. It is at "_ 

ſent only two in fix days. 
The national lottery, which I have W 
gives milk to foundlings, ſoup to the ſick, and 


— to the wounded. The hoſpitals are in 
general 
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general better kept, and charity has no longer 
that filthy and 3 front which r AR its 
divine. CharaQter."! l 


| ent, 


— 
- 
. « . = * - . 0 = . © k — 
- o . 9 
0 - 
* » ® A jm 
« - A . 
of 


CHAP. cc. 
'PRIVIES AT THE PALAIS-ROY AL. 


Hz was not an injudicious man, who, ſeeing at 
the Palais-Royal the reſtaurateurs eſtabliſh them+ 
ſelves in ſo great a profuſion, and as near each 
other as holes in a waſp's neſt, cauſed privies to 
be conſtructed for thoſe who dine at 18 livres a 
head. He imagined that ſo many ſtuffed turkeys, 
ſo many ſalmon, ſo many Weſtphalia hams, fo 
many wild boars' heads, ſo many Bologna ſau- 
ſages, fo many pates, ſo many liqueurs, ſherbets, 
ices, and lemonades, would find there, en dernier 
analyſe, their common reſervoirs; and that in 
making it ſpacious enough, and, above all, com- 
modious enough for ſo many people who make 
a matter of pleaſure of every thing, the caput 
mortuum of the kitchens around would become a 
mine of filver to him. ; 

In reality, what proves the good ſenſe of the 
ſpeculator is, that his reſervoir brings him an an- 
nual revenue of at leaſt eleven to twelve thouſand 
livres. 


This 
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Tunis man carried on nearly the ſame” trade as 


the emperor Veſpaſian, wo farmed out the pri- 


vies of Rome; his ſon, under the guiſe of rail- 
lery, reproached him for his avarice; the em- 
peror took out a piece of money, and put it under 
the noſe of his ſon; There, ſaid he, do yo think 
it ſmells amiſs ? 

It is at the Palais Royal, that in every mode 
the gold which ariſes from what is moſt corrupt 
and abominable leaves no bad ſmell behind it. 
O poor mortals! ' behold then Gere err, 
ſhioned! Ness 5 


- CHAP. CXCI. 
UNLIMITED LIBERTY OF THE PRESS; 
I Haves ſeen a generation of men of letters, 
the moſt celebrated of this age, and of theſe 


men there is not one, I afirm, who would .not 
have rejected this unlimited liberty; they have 


no need of it for the production of thoſe cou- 


rageous writings, which have thrown ſo much 
light amongſt us. In their wideſt wanderings 
they always preſerved a ſort of decency ; they 


never brutalized either their language, their opi- 


nions, or their perſons; they knew that truth has 


a pro- 
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a progreſſire march; they often” repeated this 
maxim, un roy c2 
At jajfiee. td tint Bangs why 
Lou 1 80 e in the name of 5 
people, it is ſaid; and there is not an hundredth 
part of the people who know how to read, and 
not a thouſandth who can diſtinguiſh truth from 
falſehood. That portion of the people who are 
ſincere are agreed on this head; and in theit ig- 
norance on every queſtion, they conſult * a 
man's honeſty than his talent. 
For this reaſon, the calumniator n 
above all to decry the moral character of the re- 
publican. The venomous ſerpent leaves always 
a poiſonous ſlime on the humid trace of his paſ- 
ſage ; ſo the wicked man applauds himſelf inter- 
nally for the dangerous ſeeds which he has thrown 
into every mind, f 
Morande, infamous at Edi as well as Paris, 
has had many imitators amongſt us; we have 
ſeen thoſe men appear in bands, who made un- 
bluſhingly a trade of calumny. We may ſay 
that its tooth is ſo worn out that its gums have 
overgrown it; it has dared to ſully me with the 
name of royaliſt ; I who have conſtantly attacked 
royaliſm concealed under the maſk of Jacobin- 
iſm; I whoſe pen is fo independent; yes, 1 
have always ſeen an error, a danger, a ſnare, in 


the aſſociation of theſe word s, Unlimited liberty of 
the fireſs. | 


It 
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It was at firſt claimed by the ferocious Moun- 
taineers, when. they fought to abuſe it. 11 They | 
afterwards changed their battery, when they'ſaw 
that this ſame liberty unmaſked themſelyes; and 


when it was ſaid of them, that tliey carried in 


their hands the /it/e key, ſpotted: with the blood 
of -Bluebeard ; the more you wipe and rub it, the 
redder the ſpot appears. Ee! 
The deſpotiſm of the mob is the worſt of all 
defpotiſms; it was that which invented and pro- 
pagated the doctrine of the unlimited liberty of 
the preſs. Babeuf became leader of the mob 
after Marat; they have had plenty of rivals, and 
ſucceſſors: it was who ſhould imitate them in 
mobbiſm. | - 
All the art of theſe vile . was to alſeſt 
mobbiſh forms and. expreſſions, which ſeduced 


and deluded the multitude. Every mob-writer 
might puſh his lies and impudence as far as he 


thought proper; he was ſure to meet with en- 
couragement. 

It was under the poignards, the clubs, and me 
ſabres of the murderers, that the famous nomi- 
nation for Paris was made in 1792; and which 
ſent to the convention ſo many men of ſanguinary 
principles. I declared at the time, ſolemnly and 
publicly, every thing which was to be expected 


from them. 


What was the origin of all the ſucceeding 
crimes? The unlimited liberty of the preſs ; the 
cruel 
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cruel levity with which we glided oyer,crimes 
which ought to have rouſed every mind with in- 
dignation. Theſe horrors were juſtified-in pam- 
_ phlets; the atrocious. letters of Albitte, of 
Fouche, of Laporte, and of Collot d' Herbois, 
were reprinted with affe@ation ; and while on 
whatever fide they turned themſelves, the French 
found nothing but robbers who: plundered, and 
wolves who devoured them, infamous news- 
writers, with the ſame fort of barbariſm, ap- 
plauded every thing moſt active and moſt horri- 


ble, which terror, ſaluary terror, to make uſe wa * 


their own expreſſion, could inſpire. 2 
I heard eee e 
twenty or twenty-two years old, of an atrocious 
character, and whoſe paſſions were ſet afloat by 
the revolution, which had made him a real can- 
nibal, ſay, that theſe publications were more re - 
publican than all the writings of Mably.. 

Malliard and Ronſin held the fame ts 
to me; one was commander, of the revolutionary 
army, the other had been one of the preſidents 
of the butcheries of September. -Couthen ſhrug- 
ged up his ſhoulders when we ſpoke of the 
books of Rouſſeau reſpetting government, aud 
ſaid that he underſtood nothing about it. 
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— the time of the inſtallation of dec execu- 
tive directory, the royaliſts, loſing all hope, exer- 
ciſed their puny. vengeance by ſcribbling inſult- 
ing or malignant libels on the watch- boxes 
even of the centinels, who were not Arguſſes. 
Not far from the directorial palace we read 
theſe words, which were eagerly caught at by 
the. ignorant multitude; Mantfacture de Ares a 
frotter. They repeated alſo this phraſe; in allu- 
ſion to the penury of our armies, at that time; 
Nous. ne. powvons continuer la guerre avec ciug cars 
touches. Another ſaying was, Les Anglais ne ſe 
de-Pitt-eront, que quand les Francais jus OW 
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1 This | ſkirmiſh of the FIR punters was as 
190 Wort. 0d was feeble. The directory took its 
ap footing, deſpiſed the epigrammatiſts, and went on 
I | with, firmneſs. After all the ſhocks, the diſcou- 
N ragements, the diſcredit, the fears of good' citi- 
1 I Zens, after the daring attempts of the emigrants, 
ml - the avowed enemies of the revolution, and the 

5 tricks of non. juring and refractory prieſts, they 


| re-eſtabliſhed order and peace, They were great, 
f IAE firm, 


— — — 
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firm, and moderate. Every ſenſible man attached 
himſelf to them, as to a majeſtic regulator. 
Their eulogium is in the — 50" F A 
of the Pr na; TRI a0 Hofer bj 
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As the death of ne r univerſal 


ſenſation; every one 18 naturally anxious to-know : 


the circumſtances which attended it: Here is 
what has been tranſmitted to me by an eye- 
witneſs. Arreſted at Clamars, in a cabaret 


which hunger had preſſed him to enter, he was 


taken to the committee of tlie place (for the 


ſmalleſt villages had their committees of ſans- 


culottes) interrogated, and ſearched; he de- 
clared that his name was Simon, an old Aamęſtic. 
They found neither paper, certificate, or paſſport 
on him, but an Horace, in the blank pages of 
which were ſome lines written with a pencil, 
and in Latin, which made a member of the com- 
mittee, who interrogated him, very wiſely obſerve, 
Thou telleft us that thou art à ſervant, but I ſhould 


be much ſooner Fuclined to believe that thou art one of 
O2' | thoſe = 


| 
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dbb a dune, who formerly kepe wu, The | 
- reſult of the examination was the fend 4 the | 
quidam to the diſtriẽt of Bourg d'Egalite, to be 
done with as ſhould” be further ordered.  Tranf 
ferred on foot by an armed eſcort, the unhappy 
man could not go farther than Chatillon, where 
he dropt down with hunger and fatigue. They 
were obliged to borrow a horſe of a vine-drefſer 
of this laſt commune, and he was led to the diſ- 
trict, which ordered him to be impriſoned. 

Thrown into a damp dungeon, without bed 
or food, they forgot him for forty-eight hours. 
The keeper went to viſit him the third day only 
after his entrance; he was ſtretched out lifeleſs 
vn the floor. Tt is unneceſſary after that to waſte 
dneſolf in conjectures on the cauſe of his death; 
the truth is, that he had not time to finiſh his re- 
peaſt in the cabaret at Clamars, and that he died 
of hanger in his dungeon, which he had entered 
entirely exhauſted : and this perhaps alfo is the. 
reaſon why this event, which ought naturally to 
have made ſome noife, has remained fecret to this 
moment, and lupyethee” the idea of his having 
taken poiſon. - 

In the laſt interview which I had with Con- 
doreet, I gave him an itinerary for Neufchate], 
in Switzerland, by means of which he might 
avoid Beſangon, Pontarlier, and pafs the Doubs. 

Condorcet had foreſeen the reign of thoſe men 
of blood, who have brought the moſt glorious of 


revolutions - 
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revolutions: into deteſtation, and imprinted it 
with their Characters of folly and ferocity-. The 
ſame men wert ſoon to aſſaſſinate twenty<two 
repreſentatives of the people; to puniſh them 
for their information, their virtue, their courage, 
and, above all, for the knowledge which they had 
of the vile and criminal intrigues which the 
agents of the foreign powers carried on with ſo 
much audacity. It is not aſtoniſhing that theſe 
aſſaſſins calumniated their memory; but every 
thing which has been ſaid of them and Condor- 
cet will ſoon give way to the overpowering and 
terrible ſplendor of truth: and we ſhall ſee that 
there was neither high treaſon in the twenty-two, 
nor Toeakneſs in the philoſopher ; we ſhall ſee 
that the inconceivable oppreſſion which weighed 
on the people, and on the national convention; 
its own confeſſion, has given birth to actions 
which could have belonged only to a Socrates, a 
Plato, and a Penn; for they themſelves” would 
have been murdered, or would have been con- 
demned to ſilence, amidſt that dreadful tempeſt 
of thunder, armed for the deftruQtion of genius, 
philoſophy, and even common ſenſe. What 
then could human reaſon do? Nothing 
We may however reproach Condorcet for hav- 
ing given an opinion in the trial of Lewis the 
X Vith, ſo indeeiſive, ſo tortuous, and fo embar- 
raſſed, that every one exclaimed at the time, that 
the philoſopher had ſpoken really like @ child: 
| Condorcet 
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Condorcet and Lavoiſier were not able to find 
—— laſt of the Brutus exclaimed; 
Virtue, thou art but an empty name! Theſc 
two celebrated men might have addreſſed the 
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BLACK COLLARS. (144. 


gonna black alk; had oma a 5 a ( s 
nen goes) of hiring all the vacant lodgings 
that ſurround the Luxemburgh.. It is even ſaid 
that they want to hire the ſeminary of St. Sul- 
pice, in order to form it into a kind of barrack, 
which would give them the means of ſeizing the 
favourable moment to fall, with arms in their 
hands, on the directory, who. ſmiled a, We me- 
naces of its feeble enemies. WF Ce 

What is a black collar? I divide them into 
three claſſes; the emigrants, the cowards who 
have deſerted from the armies, or withdrawn 


themſelves from the requiſition by means of mo- 


ney or . intrigue, and that vile herd of effeminate 
petit-maitres, whoſe exiſtence is ſcarcely percep- 
tible except in theatres and ladies dreſſing · rooms, 
4 nt * onen 


change of manners, language, and-drefs; Theſe 


laſt are only caterpillars, who crawl about, and | 


gnaw the bark of the tree of liberty rot 


I read in the abridged dictionary of natural 


biſtory, that there is àa kind of 'eaterpillar; ſur- 
named the /tvery, After having given a deſcrip- 
tion of this animal, the writer texminates-his 
article by theſe words; It is neceſſary to de- 
* ſtroy this ſpecies of Rs as ſqon as yu 
** perceive. them.” en xs: c 


CHAP. xc. 


TO THE STOCK HOLDERS. 


$7 $556 } 
1 


STOCKHOLDERS, unfortunate claſs! and en- 


titled to the ſympathy of every feeling heart; 


what would become of you if a royaliſt re- action 
ſhould take place in Paris, and meet with fuc- 
ceſs? You have no other titles than ſuch as are 
new, and which the deſpat would not acknbw- 
ledge. He would tell you; “ The titles which 
© my predeceffors gave you had at their head, 
Lewis, at the grace of God, king of France 
« What 


gw ere e ee, 192 
and whoſe whole merit confiſts in'-ridicul6aſly 
aping the follies of the day; and in their daily 


- 
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« What fignify to me your inſcriptions? I know 

2 eser aft vio æ¹§ t edna 
med you! blood; ant-riagiided-s e roll 
ſelves evenwin the fields of glory for the defence 
of your country, you would be ignominiouſly 
driven from that aſylum, where food and every 
comfort is ſecure to you until the end of your 
glorious career. The deſpot would ſay, Get 
© gut, wretches, who have borne arms for the 


© republic, inſtead of defending eee "wy 
1 clergy, and his * Xi 


CHAP. CXCVI 


CHANGES bed IHE NAMES OF ITAREIS. 


IT nave 60 a geographical project, of which 
Paris was the map, and the hackney-coachmen 
the profeſſors. Certainly I ſhould rather wiſh 
Paris to be a geographical chart than a volume 
of the Roman calendar; and the names of ſaints, 
with which the ſtreets are baptized, cannot be 
compared, either for uſefulneſs or harmony, with 
the names of the cities and towns for which it 
was propoſed to exchange them. On this plan, 
the Fauxbourg St. Denis would have been called 

* | the 


fi 


AW fern bs a 20 


the Fauxbourg: of Valenciamnes; the Faurbourg 
of St. Marceau, the Fauxbourg of Maxſei/les; the 
Place e eee Tours, or Bourgnes, 
c. Site ee 364 21 e n U 

But ſerioully; if det eee 
to undergo a change, this is a more reaſonable 
and better digeſted plan than that ſuggeſted and 
put into execution under the 1 
gime of ſuppreſſing the word ann. 5 viſor 

Ihe authors of this laſt change — 
had given a mortal blow to the catholic religion, 
in robbing it of the ancient honour of conſecrat- 
ing our narrow and filthy ſtreets; but it was the 
precaution of a child, who ſhuts his eyes in 
ſcrambling through thorn buſhes. - 

Theſe names of ſaiuts, ſo long deen en 
ſelves, and ſo long applied to the ſtreets of Paris, 
reminded the inhabitants no more of the apoſtles 
or martyrs of the catholic religion, than Pelican- 
ſtreet reminds thoſe who croſs it of the manners 
of the heavy fiſhing bird by whoſe name the ſtreet 
is called. 
| Whois there amongſt us, whoi is the dives even, 
that in paſſing the ſtreets of St. Honoré or St. 
Antoine, thinks either of the name or deeds of 
theſe inhabitants of the ſkies? We walk along 
theſe ſtreets as the Engliſh walk through St. PauP's 
at London, the Turks the ſtreet of St. Sophia at 
Conſtantinople, the Romans the Flaminian ſtreet 
at Rome, without any of them ever thinking on 
Fla- 
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Flaminius, or St. Sophia, or St. Paul. There was 
one way indeed to make us think of them as 
Frenchmen, and that was, to forbid our doing 
ſo; and this is the wiſe reſolution which our mo- 
dern iconoclaſtes have adopted. Independent of 
the barbarous hiatus introduced into the language 
by che ſuppreſſion of the word ſaint in the ſtreets 
Henore, \Rock;\ Antoine, c. they have gone di- 
realy contrary to their deſign, by placing us be- 
tween the eaſe of habit and the fear of paſſing for 
ariſtocrats, and foreing us from this very circum- 
ſtance to be continually recalling both our preju- 
dices and their motives. Thus there is not a rea- 


ſonable republican who attaches at preſent the 
leaſt importance to this ſubject; and if it were 
neceſſary to make a change in the ſtreets of 


Paris, there is not a man of common ſenſe who 
would not prefer that of the geography of which 


we were ſpeaking, which carries with it at leaſt 


a means of inſtruttion, and-a character 1 YEN 
nally... EE 
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' W bee ho which to 45 moſt aſto⸗ 
niſhed at, the preſumption of certain news-wri- 
ters, or the eredulity af the public, who hlindly 
refer themſelves to their deciſions, and who ſub- 
ſidize them in order to be deceived. What 
confidence, in fact, can we have in writers ſo 
raſh as to ſpeak. of every thing without exami: 


nation, of morality without morals, of religion · 


without believing in God, of literature with: 
out well knowing how to read, of political 
economy without elements! What intereſt, even 
of curioſity, could ſuch declamatory libellers in- 
ſpire, who can only bark, bite, and calumniate; 
without views, without means, waibeug hams, 
and without country ? N e En 

Whatever be the diſpoſition, which we all have, 
to read every thing with pleaſure which bears 
the character of miſchievouſneſs,. ſtill this miſ- 
chievouſneſs muſt be ſeaſoned, and this diſpoſi- 
tion be kept up by wit, which can alone in the 


long run pardon .« the uſe or Juſtify the e 


of it. 
Te 
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To what eſteem can theſe men pretend, Who | 
do not bluſh to contradit themſelves openly 
one day after another reſpecting the ſame perſon, 
the ſame event, the ſame works? who, on the re- 
commendation of a filly fellow or a bookſeller, 1 
cry up to the ſkies an obſeure writer whoſe opi- 
- nions favour their party, or whoſe dinners ri 
matize their opinions; who, to deck up an old 
1001, or ſatisſy their perſonal animoſity, let Jooſe 
their fury againſt ſuch honeſt writers as do not 
humble nnen . en wann 
pride. >247999D ih 
©! — — of ridicule! is, we maſt con- 
ſeſs, a chaſtiſement too mild for thoſe ſcribblers, 
writers of yeſterday, and moſt indefatigable ca- 
lumfiators. We cannot conceive how they ſhould 
pretend to avoid it, or have the bee boy 
W N 0 
What is this new mode of ceafoning? There 
have been great villains in the convention, there- 
fore the-convention is compoſed of villains. The 
republic has been, from its firſt foundation, the 
theatre of factions and diforders, therefore no 
laws or peace can take place in a republic. | 
The follies of a court begat the deficit, which 
11 begat the American war, which begat the hatred 
Tank of England; which begat the faction of Orleans, 
which begat the factions of Danton, Marat, and 
Robeſpierre, which begat the Jacobins, which 
1 degat immorality, atheiſm, and ſtockjobbing, 
0 id which 
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which deget the pſeudo-royalifts, which | bogat 


the Journaliſts, the-libellers, the: pain phleteers, af 
whom we have ſpdken, and who, already forgots 


ten, are ian Ou eee ine ffalle con- 


tempo „ olg 150) wept A ee 
N 4 } 92 110 — 15 N 9977 4 £1} 4 9109 * 


endet e a {4.32 
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- CHAP, c. e 


| SHADE or ROUSSRAT. ; 


- , 4-48 Ll 
34s 


1 wer, according to cuſtom, to viſit the il 
lars of the dome of the Pantheon, and to exa- 
mine attentively what we had a right to fear or 
hope with reſpect to the fate of this great edifice, 
which holds every mind in ſufpenſe. © 

Magnificent works, labours of more than half 
a century, muſt you petiſh in a fingle inſtant! 1 
looked, my head thrown backward, at thoſe ma- 
jeſtie columns, the delicate and light foliage of 
the capitals, thoſe lofty and oo vaults, and 
exclaimed, Superb pillars! if you muſt give 


« way, let it not be at leaſt without giving us a 


« laſt and charitable warning.” 
O vain efforts of art! O too coſtly monument 


O fruitleſs expences! O barten pomp! I made 


all thefe refleftions as I walked along, when ſud- 
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denly L heard a gentle f gh, which procseded fm 
a cavern. I ſtopt, I liſtened, and recolleQted the 
tender and plaintive voice of J. J Rouſſeau. 


„What am 1 What do 1 do here? I, in a 


temple! Why have they placed me here? 1 
« repoſed ſo well in the Ifle of Poplars; it was 
© the laſt habitation which I had obtained from 
« friendſhip ; the birds came to warble above my 
« cinerary urn ; the young girls of the neighbour- 
ing hamlet often covered my tomb with mar- 
« jJoram, ſinging the airs of my Devin du Village. 
Men have torh me from the Elyſium, where I 
< enjoyed perfect tranquillity, and have plunged 
me into a cold ſtone quarry.” Inſtead of the 
« ſhade of Fenelon which I ſought, I ſaw a hor- 
« rible bloody ſpectre, which took the road of 
hell: he only paſſed through, it is true, but he 
« has left in this atmoſphere a. ſmell of crimes 


- & which cannot be extinguiſhed. 


„Ah! whoever you be that hear me, do not 
« * reject my prayer; let me be carried back to my 

« iſland ; let me again breathe: the balmy air of 
« the country ; let me feel myſelf warmed again 
© by the rays of that ſun which led me to the ado- 
« ration of the author. 

e am ſtifled in this ſepulchre ; the earth ſhakes 
« under my coffin ;. I hear the falling of the tot- 
« tering ſtones; thoſe who enter fly away af- 
7 frighted. Immortality is not in ſafety at the 


« * Pantheon—Oh I ſhall be more tranquil under 
« the 


e 4 


2 
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22 85 « the vault of heaven, under that Wen which 
n DFA ne as 5 
Struck with theſe complainings, 1 thought it it 
my duty to tranſmit them to the friends of J. J. 
RNouſſeau; and I joined my prayers that this 
man of nature might, agreeably to his ardent ſo- 
licitations, be carried back to Ermenon ville. 
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wrerioN CEPELLETIER. ley cher 


Tux ine of the expaalds is a — — 
it has eſcaped the coalition of kings, and its own 
inteſtine diviſions; it has eſcaped famine; and 
when we reflect what could have ſaved it from 
this laſt ſcourge, we can attribute it only to the 
wealth of moſt plentiful autumns. The crea- 
tion of that multitude of particular diſtricts has 
wonderfully contributed to favour an equal diſtri- 
bution, and has given each quarter a central 
point, which it would have been very difficult to 
have eſtabliſhed-on a general plan,,, 4 7 

How does this city ſubſiſt, betrayed by its 
magiſtrates, who were to have opened the gates 
to the conſpirators? When the news of the tak- 


'x 
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1 the death of the laſt king. $472 47 


ing of the Baſtile, at firſt confidered-at/ Verſailles 

as an impoſture, ſoon excited at the court the 
tertor with which it had inſpired us, when 
every countenance grew pale at hearing of our 


"daring and "majeſtic i poſition, this great danger 


was not the laſt we had to undergo.” A year 
did not paſs in which our walls were not threat 
ened with fire, and the rage of the factions, 
which broke looſe in this immenſe city, feemed to 


have no walls ſtrong enough to reſtrain it. 


While mercenary writers, falaried by the foreign 
powers, never ceaſed boaſting, with equal extrava- 
gance and perfidy, of the perfeQ tranquillity of 
this city, and the majeſty. of its primary and per- 
manent aſſemblies, whilſt warned. by too fatal 
an experience, we did not ceaſe -ourſelves to 
inſpire a juſt miſtruſt of that deceitful. calm, and 
call the attention of the patriots of 1789 to the 


ſeditious invaſions, the multiplied revolts, and the 


ultimate attempts of thoſe primary afſemblies, 
which a band of factious men were plunging 
into the horrors of civil war, emiſſaries were ſe- 
eretly working up the people before whom they 
were proſtrating themſelves in public. The 
royaliſts were digging a deep abyſs under our 
feet, while they were crowning our heads with 
their intoxicating flowers. Wretches! they were 
perfuming the altar on which they wiſhed to ſa- 
criſice every Parifian, as the art ER 


We 
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We ſhall here give ſome developements neceſ- 
ſary to eſtabliſh: the facts, flight; in appearance, 
but the conſequences of Which might have had 
the moſt murderous. influence, on the ge; of the 
French republic. Key lee ee e 24 YORA 

It was. on Thurſday evening, the. Fr Ven- 
aumisise, that they attempted at the Palais Royal 
the game of the manœuvres concerted. in the ca- 
bals of the ſection Lepelletier. It was remem- 
bered that a dozen coxcombs inſulted: in the gar- 
- the invalids who had cried out, Vive la repub- 
lic! Three of theſe inſolent ꝓoung men were ar- 
— and the reſt ran away like a Hack, of deer 
at the report of a fowling-piece. {010950109 

The 3d Vendemiaire, the ſections of, the 
French theatre, of Unity, and Lepelletier, took 
moſt violent arrètes againſt the convention, 
made a proclamation of diſobedience to the de- 
crees accepted by the whole of France, and 
named, according to cuſtom, commiſſaries to 
publiſh their proclamation and their reſolutions. 
The evening of the ſame, day people, adroitly 
ſcattered through different quarters of the city, 
exclaimed that all the young men were arreſted 
and ſent to priſon. . 124 

The young men, affrighted, aſſembled. i in ** 
garden of the Palais Royal; groups were formed, 
the moſt daring projects were propoſed; and 
whilſt ſome were employed in ſtirring up their 
paſſions, others were ſinging the Revei/ du Penile. 
VOL. 11. P Some 
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Som dne took it into his head to aſk, What | 
„ ars-theſe cries and movements est A 

<«terroriſt,”- they called out on every ſide: © It 
«is à terro 


were ſhut up, and a torrent of young people 
ruſhed on ſucceſſively to the theatres of the 
republic, of the Rue Feydeau, and the Vayde- 
ville, where they forced the doors, interrupted 
the plays, and made the actors ſing the Reveil 
du Peuple. All theſe preliminaries covered the 
defign of increaſing the rioters, of forming them- 


felves-into an and of eins to attack * 


convention. Igor . 
Meanwhile the military hs was . 
patroles circulated divided the groups, and broke 
every hoſtile meaſure, which for want of a com- 
eee e e eee ee 
ſition. 

At half paſt nine the pass were raiſed to 
the higheſt pitch; the groups were ſtrong, nu- 
merous, and riotous; a patrole of grenadiers 
paſſing by were fired at, and one of three ſhots 
ſtruck a ſoldier in the head. This was the fignal 
of war, the critical moment; and if the grenadiers 
had been as forward to repulſe 'that outrage as 
their enemies had been to commit it, there is no 
doubt but Paris would have become a royal Ven- 
dee; that was what was wanted ; but unſhaken 
in their duty, theſe brave ſoldiers, having had no 
ce orders 


| und the pretended terroriſt was 
knocked down. The women fled, the ſhops 
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orders to fire, ſtopt motionleſs after preſenting 
their bayonets. It was on this occaſion that 
the cowardice of theſe miſereants manifeſted 
itſelf ; not having ſucceeded in cauſing the mafia» 
ere of the whole of this intrepid patrole, they 
ran through the: city, crying out that the conven» 
tion had fired on the people, and calling 76 
arms! the ſtreets re-echoed nothing but thoſe 
words, To arms! to arms! Down with the con- 
vention! the ſections for ever! 

Silly leaguers!. you had not counted on ſo much 
firmneſs on the part of the inhabitants of this 
city; you had thought, in the towering preſump- 
tion of your ambitious" projects, that all Paris 
would be ſhaken by your cries, would march 
at your orders, and would facrifice to your plea- 
ſure, liberty, property, repoſe, hope, every thing, 
even life. Vain was your outcry that the con- 
vention had fired on the people; the people, o 
often deceived by your royal mancuyres, were 
reſolved to ſee and underſtand before A 
ated. 

This fatal tewporiſation ruined you; all this 
ſcaffolding of crimes and folly was cruſhed ade 
the weight of truth. 

At eleven, every thing had diſappeared. The 
convention, while theſe pigmies were hovering 
around it, aſſembled at eight, but without | 
debating, and at half after ten the committees 
of goyernment entered the hall, On this litting, 

P2 one 
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one of the moſt memorable of the i convention, 
ſeemed to hang the deſtiny of France: every one 
viewed with horror this ſcandalous war between 


1 nation, called for vigorous and perſevering mea - 
8 | 0 ſures; every heart animated with the ſame ſenti- 
„ ment, that of dying rather than yielding, rallied ie. 
1 [f to CE ſame ſtandard, that or The: rms 
| 118 07 mw ander 30) Be. 
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Wu cannot take four ſteps in the ſtreets of 
Bk without ſeeing ballad-ſingers mounted on 
ſtools ; who, when they have drawn the multi- 
tude around them by the ſound of ſome inſtru- 
ment, begin a dialogue of their own compoſition. 
Theſe means were not neglected during the revo- 
lution. All the licentious maxims of demagogy 
paſſed” through the Organs os an le age 


1 bonds. x 
1 Broken by the tortures of the revolutionary 
. regime, we heard theſe murderous ballad- ſingers 
. in the evenings at the Palais-Royal, howl- 
kl ing out, To the guillotine, Capet, to the guillotine, at- 


; tended by furious lookin 8 wretches with ſabres 
| in 


the national convention and a puny fraction of the 
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in their hands. Theſe ſame ballad- ſingers carried 
on biers men who were wounded in the affair of 
the 10th of Auguſt, and paraded through the 
hall of the convention, calling for vengeance in 
their brutal ſongs. All the names which entered 
into the compoſition of the famous inſtrument 
of puniſhment were worked up into gay cou- 
plets for the amuſement of the mob. Droll 
expreſſions were conſecrated to repreſent the 
action of the fatal plank, and the fall of the 
guillotined heads. The death of the condemned 
was accompanied by taunting. irony, and jeſts 
were annexed to every function and the leaſt 
movements of the executioner. 20 
Marat, Chabot, Robeſpierre, and GO eas 
were ſung by theſe proſtituted mouths. On 
the 10th of Auguſt theſe. men bad hid them: 
ſelyes, waiting the event of, the combat. The 
ballad-fingers metamorphoſed them at once into 
heroes armed and fighting, for, theſe | cowards . 
were anxious to be reputed. brave. 

We have heard their violins ſtrumming out 
eternal ditties on the murder of Lepelletier St. 
Fargeau; and when the murderer blew out his 
brains (as they ſaid, but which I do not believe) 
on the bed of an inn where people had. entered 
to ſeize his perſon, the ſame ballad- ſingers evok- 
ed all the furies, of hell to torture him; and a 
clerk of the criminal tribunal, who was called 
Paris, dared no longer bear that name, but took 
that of Fabricius. 


CHAP. 
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An who is the man, that without being af- 
fefted, can meet in the fireets theſe men covered 
with honourable wounds, which bring to our re- 
collection thoſe terrible battles in which they 
have been received? We till find in the coun- 
tenances of theſe young mutilated heroes the 
ſtamp of that courage which animated them in 
combat; and if our eye could penetrate under 
their garments, how many other Ow ſcars 
ſhould we yet diſcover! 

How many men without legs, without arms, 
without noſe, chin, or mouth ! Every where we 
diſcover hideous traces of the cruelties of war. 
O deteſtable kings! ye who are leagued againſt ' 
dur infant republic, thinking to annihilate it! ye 
who wiſhed to enſlave us, and who entered on 
bur ſoil with your powerleſs thunders, ye are 
the authors of thoſe ſad mutilations; humanity 
bears witneſs againſt you ; but what account 
do you make of humanity, provided inſatiable 
pride cements the crown on your heads! 

Lock at theſe ſoldiers, who have eſcaped the 
chance of war! They have left on the fields of 


victory 
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victory the balf of themſelyes. Let us ſtap from 


gratitude z let us ſtand up, and let that wooden 


leg paſs by; let us ſtretch out our hands to 
that blind man, and pick up the ſnuff-box or 
handkerchief of him who has loſt his arm. 

It was propoſed that every centinel ſhould pre- 
ſeat arms whenever a maimed ſoldier paſſed. 
I am ſorry that this motion was not carried into 
full execution, What republican does not feel 


his patriotiſm receive a new degree of force and 


courage in ſeeing thoſe deplorable victims of the 
blind vengeance of the powers coaleſced againſt 
a generous people. They were willing to 

a ſhameful government which weighed upon 
them, and cowardly tyrants have dared. ta, call 
them to account; they have given this account 
at Turin, at Venice, at Rome, at Berne, at 
Mentz, at Amſterdam, at the gates of Vienna. 
Theſe mutilated young men place before my 


eyes thoſe rapid and immortal conqueſts, and 


it is in paying my reſpects to their ſtumps 
that I perceive the arm of their comrades 
planting on the foreign ſails the three-coloured 
flag. O preſentiments of the moſt juſt and 
moſt memorable of victories, do not deceive 
me! I never fail to ſhew a mark of ſenſibility or 
reſpe& whenever I meet. theſe mutilated men, 
thoſe warriors whom my eyes follow in their low 
and painful motions, till I fee] them 1 
with tears. 


A me- 


a NEW pICTrURE OP PARIS: 
A mechanic has made wooden legs H lb 
40 and happy a conſtruction, that when they 
are covered with a ſtocking or a ſhoe, the eye 
cannot diſtinguiſh whether or no it is homo- 
Scout with the body to which it is faſtened. 

In general, a certain hilarity reigns in the 
countenances of theſe mutilated ſoldiers; and 
from the decency of their appearance, we ſee 
that the republic is attentive to their A and 
maintenance. 

When we enter the houſe of the invalids, we 
find the air, which was formerly infected, now 
pure; the kitchens are clean, and ſince the re- 
publican regime, are common. The revolution 
has operated various happy changes in the in- 
terior government of this intereſting depot. The 
choice pieces of meat no longer turn on triple 
rows of ſpits for the officers only, the food is the 
ſame for all, and this 1 is gpod and beneficent egg: 
lity. 1 
Each table is compoſed of totes ſoldiers, and 
is furniſhed with ſoup, boiled beef, a plate of 
vegetables, and half a pint of nne wine 
to each man. 

Men, robuſt as Hercules, deviing with fieady 
ſtep and muſcular: arm hand- barrows loaded 
with diſhes, brin g to remembrance thoſe who, in 
te triumphs of Alexander, carry the inſtruments 
of the ſacrifices. 

When we viſit this immenſe * placed with 
a northern aſpect in the midſt of a plain, and 


which 


NEW/PTCTURE”OP Ans. 217 


which ſeems, from this happy poſition, to breathe 
the pure air of the adjacent country, we no longer 
find the beautiful marble ſtatues of the chapels 
within ; they had been taken down from their 
baſe, ranged ſymmetrically in the court of the 
portico, and theſe images of biſhops preſented to 
the eye of the ſpectator the ſemblance of a coun-. 
cil. The external part of this edifice. offers at 
preſent only the ſhadow of its former glory. 

The dome ſtill preſerves, in ſpite of the de. | 
| roying hammers: of the Vandals of 1793, the | 
noble remains of its N and i attj- 
tude. 

The church js naked and thoroughly 4 ho 
ed; the altar, on which was erected fix gilt co- 
lumns of dazzling ſplendour, is buried under the 
duſt of demolitions; caps of liberty have re- 
placed the fleurs de lys, and it coſt immenſe 
' ſums to efface them at the higheſt corners, which 
operation was called /ans-culottifing the royal dome. 

We ſhall never more ſee venerable ſoldiers, 
whitened under arms, worſhipping Gd with fer- 
your, and mingling in their pious > Og the name 
of the founder of this nila, 


4 
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95 PRINTING OFFICES, 
Taxx were formerly only thirty-ſix printers 
in Paris, and thefe were privileged. The revo- 
lution has overthrown theſe abſurd privileges. A 
printing- preſs is my writing-deſk, and that of 
every good or bad author. They have multiplied 
ſo aſtoniſhingly, that the preſs, after having done 
ſo much good, threatens a fatal cataſtrophe. It 
is the rottenneſs of the egg, corruptio optimi pref 
ſims. rr 
But how, will it be faid, make a repreflive 
law? There is ſcarcely an houſe in Paris where 
there is not a preſs, either in the cellar or the gar- 
ret, and in the outhouſes two or three newſpaper 
Lou may well imagine that all royaliſts and 
ariſtocrats encourage theſe writers in undermin- 
ing a government which-is odious to them; and 
why ſhould not this regiment of ſcribblers fancy 
themſelves a power, when they ſee themſelves 
introduced even into the hall of the legiſlative 
body, and that there is but a bench which ſepa- 
rates them from the legiſlators? Is not the power, 


which they have aſſumed, of ſlandering, criticiſing, 
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and proclaiming their ſatires morning and even- 
ing, an authority: undiſputed? and ho, then, 
ſuppoſe it unlawful? The journaliſt will tell you 
that it is infallible, and der that reaſon . 
irreproachable. . 

It is with this ſort of 1e that the journalif 
calls himſelf a legiſlator, legiſlator of the ftreets, 
whoſe decrees are publiſhed at every corner, and 
parade- along the kennels. What more authen- 
tic! what is the broken voice that ſpeaks at 
the tribune compared with that of the Stentor 
who can awaken a whole diſtrict, and which 
hears the proclamation in all its force and pleni- 
tude? 

Journaliſts will be the e dnfpair of go- 
vernments ; they have nothing to fear but them- 
ſelves, that is to ſay, the contempt into which 
they are falling by their own extravagancies; wy 
have taken large ſteps towards it. 

There are countries where a woman may make 
a declaration that ſhe wiſhes to be a courtezan or 
public girl; ſhe receives a certificate, and enjoys 
the unlimited liberty of proſtitufing herſelf. There 
are two claſſes of journaliſts, the one are in ſearch 
of truth, and wiſh to ſpeak it, but with reſerve, 
and with a ſort of reſpe& for the public and 
themſelves. In order that this truth might be- 
come univerſal, they give it a decent phyliog- 
nomy, and they know that a certain air of wiſ- 
dom will cauſe it to be adopted. The others 

| drive 
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drive their pen headlong, and bolt out their a 
tions, affect a ſtile: of ſatire, though nature has 
not endowed them with the talent; mingling 
cenfure, ſarcaſm, and raillery, and confounding 
all diſtinctions. Every phraſe is good for them, 
provided it be cauſtic; truth to them is the groan 
of the offended. To envenom the actions of a 
public man is the way to make him walk up- | 
right. Every adminiſtration, every authority, is 
tyrannical, when it is not in perfect obedience 


to their ideas; every government is corrupted 


and aſſaſſinable, whenever it thwarts: their anti- 
ſocial productions. gore 101 

Thbeſe writers ſhould 3 claſs Wente 
into rational and ſeditious journaliſts; and the 
public, inſtructed by the ſign, would learn that 
there is as much diſtance between two men who 
vrite periodically, as between a ſurgeon who 
makes an anatomical operation, ps the butcher 
who cuts up an ox. 

| The licentiouſneſs of the orefs laſted till he 
118th of Fructidor; the ſcandal, without having 
entirely ceaſed, has been diminiſhed ſince that 
epocha, becauſe the directory has the right of 
putting the feals on the anti-republican preſſes; 
but the incorrigible journaliſt begins again on the 
morrow with another writing-deſæ. Quick! give 
_ theſe ſcribes their certificates of infamy ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCIII. 


"WAREHOUSEMEN. © 


Hz who firſt ſaid that the tradeſmen had form- 
ed the project of. depradinig tb roin, thought he 
only ſaid a bon mot, while he aſſerted a truth. 
It is very true, that whether it be for want of 
arms, or want of moral reſtraint, commodities 
have been raiſed to ſuch a height that the "moſt 
able obſervers are ignorant of * cauſe, and un- 
able to explain it. ; 

Me can eaſily conceĩve how cxiiondal = 
ſuch as ſugar, coffee, pepper, indigo, cotton, keep 
at ſo high a price; there are two cauſes which 
are evident, the devaſtation of the — and 
the rate of inſurance. e ee 

But indigenous commodities, weh wy wine, 
brandy, oil, wool, paper, grain, and every thing 
the produce of our own ſoil, and which we have 
ſo abundantly reaped for theſe three years paſt, 
with which warehouſes and markets are filled, 
why ſhould theſe augment every day? Why is 
the price of to-morrow higher than that of the 
preceding day? Unleſs there was a general hail- - 
ſtorm over: the land, or a drought, it required 
twenty years formerly to change the uſual prices of 

| common 
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common commodities; 8 preſent, it requires 
only twenty-four hours, and the will of a ware 
reer of the ſtreet St. Denis. | 
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bigs covert — night, 4 in cle 0 ſe 
creſy, without forms, deſpotiſm and private ha- 
tred ſhut up citizens by thouſands, People were 
arreſted not only at midnight, but were likewiſe 
treated in the moſt ſavage and moſt humiliating 
manner. The committee of public ſafety had 
created an infinite number of ſubordinate dicta- 
torſhips; and the citizens, ſpoiled of their rights; 
_ miſerable, trembling, and dumb before their ty- 
rants, appeared before a murderous tribunal, 
where their ears were ſtruck with W one er: 

Dari Death! 
I v\tegetnthiet is Bit: that theſe 
tyrants had the impudence to inſinuate that the 
two-thirds. of France were ſcoundrels, and that 
it was neceſſary to exterminate ſixteen millions 
of men to render the reſt free; The revolutionary 
en was the amphitheatre, which, like that 
of 
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of old, contained wild | beaſts commiſſioned to 
execute the ſentences of death. And I alſo 
was condemned to the beaſts ; for it was being 
ſo, 10 fall into the hands of Fouquier Tinville and 
. ee nw: and be een till * 
turn came. 
But 3 the/French i nation Wende 1 
thougk its numerous phalanxes rally round the 
power which it has freely erefted, though every 
heart dilates with joy, we can ſcarcely venture to 
pronounce the word moderation; it has not yet 
_ reſumed the rank ſuitable to its-dignity./ 
The traveller ſteps afide; to make way for the 
torrent; but when that torrent, which rolled in 
every crime, has ceaſed to flow, why are we ill 
Mi FEAR era of the cannibals-? 
What an oppreflion muſt every mind have la- 
boured under, when they have ſo much difficulty 
in reſuming their former attitudes. Rouſe: your 
ſelves. with me, brave republicans! let me inſpire 
you with the courage to ſhew yourſelves worthy 
of liberty! ye who have made the tyrants of the 
univerſe . tremble, can you remain unworthy, of 
the high deſtiny to which you are called l and 
can you continue to-tremble before thoſe whom 
you ought to puniſh | .. But you will tell me, that 
they will ery out againſt moderantiſm. What ſignifies 


the word, provided you are juſt! I am delighted 


with that moderantiſm which renders me humane, 
tolerant, reflective; if that is to be a.modere, Lam 
. ſo: 
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ſo: I have deſervedithe. hatred of the great pa- 
 triots of the day, and in that I have ſucceeded. to 
my wiſhes; for if they eſteemed me, I thauld 
not eſteem myſelf. What calm! what ſtupor! 
what lethargy! Silence and annihilation hover over 
you, republicans You ſleep, and counter: revo- 
lution is on the watch. Of the tyranny of Ro- 
deſpierre there is nothing extinguiſhed but the 
tyrant; his horrible ſyſtem ſurvives him. Theſe 
n were written to Robert Lindet, to which 

10 1 in Sant with the blood ef 
France; you, one of the inventors of the revo- 

lutionary tribunal, who, on the IOth of March, 
Fc. undertook to bring forward a moſt abominable 
project; who were defirous that this tribunal 
< ſhould condemn without trial and without 
«jury; who, on that day, made even Barrere 
«bluſh, and drew from him the reproach that 
you effaced the moſt ferocious of deſpots ; you, 
the companion, the valet, the official defender of 
«our executioners; you, who declared that you 
© concurred with them in reſponſibility. for the 
deathof our moſt enlightenedcitizens, that of my 
«:worthieſt friends, that of the unhappy, Lavoi- 
* fer, whoſe genius has illumined, and will for 
«a long time illumine every claſs of ſcience, 
« humanity, and the world; that of the illuſtri- 
< ous and reſpectable Maleſherbes, whoſe head 
* ought to have been guaranteed by national ho- 


© nour 
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« nour,' whole and entire, if the voice of honour 
© could'then have been heard; that of the intte- 
“pid Beauharnais, of the virtuous Andrew Che- 
4 nier, of the feeling Rouchar, of the amiable and 
« generous Trudaines, &c. 8c. ; that even of ſo 
© many women, 'whoſe charms were equal to 
« their innocence, and who never could have 
ce been ſacrificed to the fury of our civil diſcords, "a 
but by the” moſt execrable barbarity. How | 
dare you ſpeak, write, print, nay even threaten? 
How dare you think, or pretend that you can 
« in any mode become uſeful to the ſtate; ſhew- 
« yourſelf, or mingle in public affairs? «How 
can you look at your hands? The wandering. 
* ghoſts, do they not ſhake the curtains of wig 
« bed? Try to fleep!'—— N 
The Moderes have formed a diſtinct ſect in ale 
revolution; around which the unfortunate, the 
undecided, and indifferent parties, that is, the 
greater number, have always arranged themſelves. 
This ſect ought on this account to have always 
had the aſcendency, if the terror which always 
prevailed in revolutionary moments had not given 
a ſupernatural ſuperiority to the exertions of the 
ſmaller number. | ; 
The Moderes have been odious to the comiter- 
revolutioniſts, inaſmuch as they were obedient to 
the majority, and ſeemed thereby to concur with 
them ; but they have been a thouſand times more 
odious to the frantic revolutioniſts, becauſe they 
VOL. 11, Q were 
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were an active reproach of the conduct of thoſe 
enfuriated men; and particularly becauſe: the 
 revolutioniſts foreſaw that the Moderes would be 
an obſtacle to their excluſive uſurpation of the au- 
» thority of the republic, which, more than the love 
of their country, was the object of all their fury. 
The exaſperated revolutioniſts carried on there- 
fore a more terrible war againſt the Moderes 
than againſt the counter-revolutioniſts ; and the 
moſt deplorable victims of the revolution are in 
this deſerving eſtimable claſs, who, were n. 
ſtrangers to vengeance. 
The Moderes followed the pe gy but did 
not make it: they followed it, becauſe they ſaw 
that the incurable corruption of our old regime 
had rendered it infallible, and that it was in the 
decrees of fate: they did. not make the revolu- 
tion, -becauſe contributing to a revolution, which 
muſt neceſſarily render an infinite number un- 
| happy, is a miſſion to which no honeſt man wy 
1 think himſelf called. . 
; But now that the revolution is N now that 
. all theſe energetic and cruel men who have ſerved 
the revolution, or rather of whom the revolution: 
5 has made uſe in order to unfold itſelf, now that 
| all theſe ferocious men have been worn out by 
the revolution, and that none remain except the 
ſavage fubalterns, who are continually wearing 
away by their powerleſs efforts, it is for the Mo- 
deres to conſolidate a work which ought no 
: longer 


he 
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longer to be expoſed to revolutionary agitations, 
and which ought in ſhort to be brought back to 
the pure motives which cauſed it to "OE ne 
taken. 1 N * 
We owe it to ths Moderbs, that the "Oe 
tution has not been carried to that pitch of cru- 
elty, to which all France has but too well learnt 
that they wanted to puth it; for it is well known 
that nothing leſs was meditated, than burying 
under the ruins of their inheritances a third of 
the inhabitants of thoſe fine countries. The 
conſtant oppoſition of the Moderes retarded and 
reprefſed thoſe maſſacres, which were ſo atro- 
ciouſly combined ; and when the anger of the, 
people began to be appeaſed, when they were 
themſelves overwhelmed with confternation-at 
the horrors to which they had been excited in 
the delirium of their frenzy, the Moderes ſeized 
the moment when new exceſſes were about to 
cover us with ſtill greater diſhonour, and rouſed 
the whole republic. The whole of the people 
ſeconded them, wearied and aſhamed of ſo many 
atrocities, - and the 9th 1 Thermidor took 
place. | 

The 9th Thermidor and the 14th Joly are the 
two days of the revolution, in which the French 
have been perfectly unanimous ; on thoſe days 
they appeared in maſs, and their ſovereignty was 
ſtriking and deciſive. It is from theſe two days 
Q 2 that 
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that we ought to draw all the ce of the revo- 


lution. r end 
On the 14th July, the * ſaid, We will» be 


free the 9th Thermidor, they ſaid, Ve will be 


juft! and it is liberty and juſtice which ought 
to conduct the revolution to its happy eu 
nation. 

Thus, if the Moderés have lis the rink 
ſacre of ſo many French, who were at leaſt im- 
prudent ; if they have had the happineſs to ſave 
ſo great a number on the 9th of Thermidor, their 
part is not finiſhed ; they ought, in the name of 
the ſervices which they have rendered, in the 
name of humanity continually violated, to ſave 
from the fury of the re- actors all ſuch men as 
have been led away by extravagant opinions, and 
whoſe audacious chiefs are no more. 

Ihe deliverers of the 9th Thermidor will never 
ſuffer an inverted conſpiracy to conſume another- 
quarter of France in maſſacres not leſs execrable; 
they will not ſuffer a new ſe& of aſſaſſins to 
drive madmen to revolt through deſpair, in order 
to have a pretext for murdering them. 

It is undoubtedly time that the reign of the law 
alone ſhould take place. The people have need 
of repoſe. Doubt not, agitators of both parties, 
but that the people wiſh for repoſe, and that 
they will force you to filence. If you entertain 
hatred, lay it down at the feet of your country. 

\ Your 
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Your relatives, you ſay; are dead: ah! how 
many generous citizens are dead in defending 
their country! Did they put an ineſtimable 
price on their blood? and is it the blood only 
of domeſtic victims which ſhall be the object of 
every thought and every remembrance? The 
battle is gained, the victory belongs to the maſs; 
this is all that ought to remain of our violences; 
every thing elſe is partial, and ought to be for- 
gotten. We ought no longer to be exclaiming, 
Moe to ſuch a claſs of men] woe to ſuch ano- 
ther!“ but all feelings ought to be confound- 
ed; all paſſions ought to be abſorbed in the only 
and univerſal cry of Yive la Republique! | 
You who at preſent. diſturb the peace of the 
republic by your cries of vengeance, remember 
with what ſincerity you preferred that ſalutary 
cry, when the dungeons were 'opened to you on 
the-9th Thermidor. You were then all repub- 
licans; and we thought that on that day we had 
truly founded the republic, by recalling you into 
its boſom with ſo deep a ſentiment of the refurn 
of its beneficence. Was it you who made this 
9th of Thermidor? Was it not we who felt 
the need of forgiveneſs and love, and who fo 
ardently ſeized the moment of a return to cle- 
mency? Do not diſappoint hopes founded on a 
pact ſo ſacred ; we aſk it in the name of the 9th 
of Thermidor. The appeal to that happy day 
ought to be the taliſmanic word, which ſhould 
diſſolve 
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diſſolve all hatred; and let it never be pro- 
nounced between men divided by factions with- 
out reſtoring them to juſtice and to peace. This 
is what the Moderes have a right to demand 
from their fellow citizens, whom they have ſerv- 
ed in their rèſpective turns; and this is what 
they will infallibly obtain from every Frenchman, 
whom they have, by ſo juſt a title, the en 
calling their brothers and their friends. 
And let it be obſerved, that the Shople take 
part in this reconciliation ; that they aſk, invite, 
and will it. They know well that they have 
ſhared the general madneſs ; they are like that 
infuriated miſtreſs, who, after having ordered the 
death of a faithleſs lover, cries out to the execu- 
tioner, that he ſhould have diſobeyed her com · 
mands. They are like Alexander, who, after 
having killed his friend, whoſe arrogance had of- 
fended him, returns to his native generoſity and 
virtue, by manifeſting every ſign of repentance 
and deſpair. We ought to pay attention to their 
regfets, and not puſh our reſentment to a point 
which is unjuſtifiable, Liſten then, movers of 
both parties, to the voice of the Moderes, and be 
perſuaded that every mind is fatigued with your 
return to hatred and cruelty : that it is time to 
forget, if poſhble, your madneſs and your fury: 
and that the day which ought to put an end to 
all theſe exceſſes, which it is time to finiſh, is ar- 
rived. 


CHAP. 
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THE RUSSIAN A PARIS, | 


H walks, runs, and glides every where; he 
is courteous and polite ; he has no accent by 
which he can be diſtinguiſhed; he writes every 
evening what he has heard. I met him, and 
diſconcerted him with a ſingle word. He ought 
to be well paid, for he believes in his emperor as 
a devout muſſulman believes in Mahomet. 
Of all the cabinets of Europe, the cabinet of 
Ruſſia is, without contradiction, that which, 
amidſt this general tempeſt, has ſhown moſt ad- 
dreſs, and gained moſt influence. The empreſs 
has manifeſted the greateſt hatred againſt the 
French revolution, and has furniſhed the leaſt 
contingent in the war provoked by this hatred. - 
For fix years paſt numerous fleets are ſome- 
times to ſet ſail from Archangel; at other times 
powerful armies are to march from- the banks of 
the Dwina; but nothing of all that takes place; 
and whilſt the effects of theſe menaces are wait- 
ed for, the very princeſs is rounding herſelf 
in Poland, and continues in tranquillity her 
preparations againſt Turkey. 


But 
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But if ſhe puts a world of economy in the 
effectual ſuccours, which ſhe never ceaſes pro- 
miſing to her allies, ſhe puts none into the de- 
clarations, manifeſtoes, and diſpatches, which, 
from the interior of her chancellery, iſſue forth 
to feed the flame of ar to the dannen extremi- 
ties of Europe. 

She has juſt given a new mesa of this. double 
policy, in the proclamation of ſixty thouſand 

men ready to march, e neee 


Ceive a counter-order: i £56 ; 


Ihe three dl ct lb Paris, ito 
know nothing more of Ruſſia than they do of 
China, are alarmed at this news; but as every 
thing is tranſient in this great city, they fell into 
another extreme, and conſidered Ruſſia as not 
making the ſlighteſt weight in the political ba- 
lance. If the Ruſſian troops were at the * 
of Paris, the people would not believe it. 
The French emigrants were lately adviſed-t6 
go and conquer Canada; but they were not 
told where they ſhould find money and a fleet to 
make this conqueſt. We, who know that you 
can never make an adventurer or a. buccaneer of 
an emigrant,” we will give. them . counſel more 
ſuitable to their cowardice, their want of cou- 
rage, The emigrants would find neither a king 
nor a court in Canada; let us rather direct their 
march towards that monarch of the north, who 
has 


id 
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has the bowels of a father for thoſe great exter- 
minators, who will communicate to him, in ex- 
change for his good and loyal ſervices, the ſecret 
of pouncing like an eagle on France, and of 
ſwallowing twenty-five millions of» refublicans as 
glibly as a rentier ſwallows his ſoup; This Be- 
nedict, emperor of Ruſſia, how he careſſes theſe 
gentlemen emigrants! how anxious he is to 
place them at the head of his armies, and 3 
them the moſt eminent places 
Philoſophic republicans, you think that the 
time of miracles is paſt. - Aſk Conde what has 
juſt happened to him at the court of his friend 
* * *. Emigrants of all deſcriptions, if there are 
any of you who have eſcaped the vigilance of 
Sottin, and the reſearches of Tiſſot, prick up your 
ears, and liſten. * *; emperor by trade, had 
given a magnificent dinner to the ſeigneurs of 
his court, among whom were emigrants of high 
rank, and among thoſe monſeigneut the prince of 
Conde.” The dinner was extremely gay; it was 
agreed to baniſh. politics from the converſation, 
and amuſe themſelves only with the pleaſures of 
the old court of France. At the deſert, Condé 
ſuffered a long ſigh to eſcape him, which, by the 
effect of magnetiſm, vibrated on the ſentimental 
fibres of the emperor. Monſeigneur,” ſays 
**, © you are regretting the fleſh- pots of Egypt; 
is it not true? The park, the gardens, the ave- 
*-nues, the drawing- rooms, the furniture of Chan- 
„ tilly, 
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<-tily,are galloping through your head.” / Conde 
anſwers by a ſecond ſigh, which carries compuntion 
into every heart. Well,” ſays *, 4 I will 
© Jead you to Chantilly.” Theſe laſt words elec- 
triſied every emigrant preſent at the feaft, and 
who with one accord clap their hands on the hilts 
of their ſwords, crying out“ V ivat, vivat-allons! 
*:—let us receive the ſignal of departure, and in 
* the twinkling of an eye we will pounce on Pa- 
© ris, and there we will make quick work with 
« the two councils; we will exterminate the di- 
« reftory—we—we”—*< Moderate a little this 
“ chevalareſque order; I have not promiſed to 
lead Monſeignear to Paris, adds *; I do 
not mean to go as far (we give him credit for 
« that), but to Chantilly. Take your coffee and 
« liqueur, and we will go to the chateau.” 
Impatient courſers tranſported in gilt cars 
the monarch and his court to the middle of a 
vaſt park. A magnificent chateau was ſeen at 
a diſtance through the avenues. A cry of ad- 
miration was heard: © It is Chantilly ! It is 
« Chantilly!” Conde was befide himſelf ; he 
ſees again his old chateau, his Engliſh gardens, 
his bowers, his boudoirs, his furniture, his ta- 
peſtry, his pictures. ** had procured at a vaſt 
expence drawings of all thoſe objects, and had. 
waſted millions for the execution of this fairy 


work of a new kind. 


This 
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| This fable ſerved to amuſe Paris for three days, 
and puzzled ſome old perſonages who formerly 
wore the livery; I mean that which was then 
worn without diſgrace, the ſupper- men at the 
prince's; of which we have a remnant left. It 
was difficult to undeceive them, Ought not the 
emperor of Ruſſia, for, the noble reception at 
Chantilly of the count and counteſs of the North, 
to treat as a comrade Conde lacł-· land, and aſſign 
him ſomething reſembling a crown. O profound 
diplomacy of the old valets of courts! 
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"CAP ee 
THIRD PARTY. 


Ir appears at preſent, that between the royal - 
iſts and the terroriſts there is a third party, 
who are no more for one than the other, and 
who would oppoſe both with equal intrepidity. 
What is certain alſo is, that it ſignifies little to 
the royaliſts under what form they appear on the 
ſcene, provided they ſtile the republic in its 
cradle; from whence we may conclude, that 
there is not ſo great a difference between them 
and the terroriſts but that we may confound- 


them 
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them together, and believe them. united: by a 
ſecret covenant. e B. 


Thofe” who book ate at lle W may ds 
lieve in the return of terror, but its taliſman is 
broken; the only terror we have to fear at pre- 
ſent is the cruel, the inevitable vengeance of 


the royaliſts, if ever they return conquerors. In 
what oceans of blood would they waſh'/away 


their injuries! with what perfidious addreſs 
would they ſweep away from the whole of 
France what they call the republican filth! 
The ſatellites of Robeſpierre were great vil- 
lains; they have done us infinite miſchief! The 
horror with which they have inſpired us is deeply 
rooted; but the royaliſts would be an hundred 
times worſe; they would be more cruel, be- 
cauſe they would ſhed blood which they deſpiſe, 
whilſt the others trembled in ſhedding blood 
which they feared; they would be more cruel, 
becauſe, in addition to the common motives of 
party, they would be ſpurred: on by the irrita- 
tion of implacable pride; they would be more 


cruel, in ſhort, becauſe they would make uſe 


of more legal forms, more appearance of juſtice; 
they would remember at the end of thirty years, 
that ſuch a one was a republican ; they would 
dreſs their dogs to hunt him out, and ſeize him 
in the depths of caverns, or on the ſummit of 


the Pyrenees. 1 97 
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- What at preſent deceives the gdod women 
and the burghers of Paris with reſpect to their 
ſituation is, that they imagine that the old re- 
gime will return at once with all its ſweets; 
ſuperfine bread at two ſous; a-diſh of milk- coffee 
ſix ſous, meat at eight ſous, &c. &c. Silly 
folks! that good time will never return for you, 
though you ſhould even have a king; you muſt 
count on nothing elſe than that tranquillity and 
plenty which will be brought about by repub- 
lican laws. A king would henceforth never ap- 
pear amongſt you, but eſcorted by all the formi- 
dable apparatus of war; his guard would be com- 
poſed of ſtrangers prejudiced againſt you; his pa- 
laces will be defended by towers and cannons; 
your ſweat, your labours, your treaſures, and your 
children, will belong to him. Every day you 
will be reminded of your crimes and your fla- 
very by new puniſhments. Paris, this guilty city, 
will never ſee either brilliant lords or ſovereign 
courts, or an opulent clergy. Its trade of articles 
of conſumption will follow the court of the 
prince. Its hotels and monuments will fall into 
ruins. Its richeſt inhabitants will fly an accurſed 
land which will produce nothing but thorns and 
briars. 

This is the fate which attends you, ANG 
who are-calling for a king ; and ye, anarchiſts, 
who are anxious to root up the baſes of civil ſo- 
eiety and public repoſe, only to commit with 


impunity 
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impunity the crimes which ye hold ſo dear! Fly, 
hold your peace; we are acquainted with your 
logic and your bicetrical inclinations. Here is the 
ſketch of the picture which was drawn of your 
municipal commune of Paris, and you have 'not 
changed, any more than that municipality, your 
Phyſiognomy or character. 52 3 

In that place were gathered togeths#! the 
moſt incoherent ideas that ever diſhonoured the 
human brain, and which paſſed for a ſyſtem of 
democracy worthy of the French people. There 
i abjett manners corrupted language, brutal appe- 
tites iſſuing from the moſt impure, the moſt bi- 
cetrical peſt-houſes, were conſidered as ſigns of 
ardent patriotiſm.“ 
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4 SAINT FIRMIN. en 
A 3 3 | 
| A MONASTERY where almoſt all the prieſts 
4 who were confined were inhumanly maſſacred: 


Henriot, who had made his firſt campaign in the 
maſſacres of September, did not leave the houſe 
| till there were no more murders to be committed. 
. When he went out of the gate he was half 
1 NI. naked, 


\ 
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naked, covered with blood, and bis ſabre in his 


hand. I knew one of thoſe unfortunate prieſts, 
who, being in the privy, kept himſelf concealed, 
and when called to come down, owed his life to 
theſe words: © I am going down to you, 'citi- 
« zens; I am making haſte.” The ſimplicity of 
this reſignation cauſed him to be forgotten. tis! 

In this dumb city there was more than one 
forum of human butchery. Every ſenſe ſhrinks 
with horror. Nevertheleſs this plan of barbarity, 
this project of murder in the priſons, had been 
long preconcerted ; the yellers of liberty have 
brought forward again the ſame _ they ne- 
ver bely themſelves. 

Ah! it Charlotte Corday had known hw 
have drawn her dagger in the midſt of the con- 
vention, and not at the houſe of Marat, poſterity 
would decree a ſtill more glorious and flouriſhing 
palm. When this extraordinary woman was led 
to puniſhment, her paſſage was a triumph. Every 
ſenſible or feeling man pictured to himſelf on 
one fide that energumene whoſe voice reſembled 
nothing but that of a wild beaſt ſacrificed for his 
crimes, and on the other that viftorious (heroine, . 
tranquil without affectation, and giving away her 
life with joy ; fatisfied with the great example, 
the ſeemed to have a preſentiment of the hiſtoric 
muſe. _- 

The buſt of the e diſplayed, W pa- 
raded. every where, was ſoon te fall; that of 

, Charlotte 


5 
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Charlotte Corday, erected already in every repub- 
lican heart, placed above the table where I am 
now writing, will be ſurrounded with everlaſting 
rays of glory. Thoſe men who embalmed the 
heart of Marat, who depoſited it in a ſepulchral 
urn, who expoſed it to the veneration of his 
faithful followers, who compared him to a god, 
rejoiced internally at his death ; they rejoiced -at 
it, becauſe it furniſhed them with a pretence to 
blacken more the true friends of liberty, and 
maſſacre them with more facility. The apotheoſis 
of Marat! Is that credible? eſpecially after the 
9th of Thermidor! This was a very ſtriking 
proof that the ſanguinocrates had their ſucceſ- 
ſors, and that after killing each other od ſill 
thirſted for blood. | 


CHAP. CCVIIL 


FETE OF 10 THERMIDOR, FOURTH YEAR. 1 
- Ie the number and ſplendor of the carriages, if 
an aſſemblage of moſt elegant women, of moſt 
muſcadin young men and moſt prancing horſes, if 
a crowd of ſpectators, forming a long procefſion 


from Faris to the Champ de Mars, and filling 
the 


2 
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the whole extent of the ſlopes around the, field i 
if all that can give the idea of a fete, though 
without fe/in, the director of that of the 10th 
Thermidor may Hatter! n in os e 
ceeded. l G34 os iind t 

Who could have thought, in aig, 15 many 
riches laviſhed on carriages and women, and ſo 
much gaiety ſpread over every countenance, that 
ve were yet at war with a third of Europe, that 
blood was flowing on the frontiers, and that the 
national treaſury was ex hauſted; d 

Who would have ſaidz-in beholding that! im- 
menſe aſſemblage of ſoldiers, horſes, cabriolets, 
women, jacobins, royaliſts, and | republicans, all 
touching each other without elbowing, or elbow- 
ing without puſhing each other down, or puſhing 
each other down without killing one another, 
that it was that ſame people, drunk with blood 
and carnage, who were murdering each other two 
years ſince, and who are perhaps cutting each 
other's throats at Marſeilles this very moment? 
Light, frivolous, inconſiſtent people, but not 
wicked, even good, when left to themſelves, when 
they are not inſtruments of vengeance in the 
hands of factious men, or the object of horrible 
ſpeculations! I ſaw them yeſterday in their uſual 
habitudes, in their true element. Peace, bread, 
and amuſement; this is all they aſk, and this 
is what diſconcerts all the Numas of the anti- 
chamber, who are anxious at all events to make 

. R them 
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tion of Spartans, for ever in war with the world, 
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them a warlike, jealous, turbulent people, a na- 


and contenting themſelves at home with Wee, 
their bodies with oil, and eating black broth. 

I obtained permiſſion to go into the middle of 
the Champ de Mars, which was reſetved for 
the elett alone, who had or had not cards of en- 
trance, but always eſcorted by one or two gene· 
rals, of whom there was plenty, and to whom the 
people on foot would have wiſhed for a little 
more addreſs in guiding their horſes, and leſs 
ardour, not to uſe a ſtronger expreſſion, in puſu- 
ing back ſuch as had not the honour of een 
to them in a greater or leſs degree. 

In general, order was badly kept, either from 
the fault of the chiefs, or the inſolence of their 
agents. The people, enraged at being always 
driven back, and at being never invited to fetes, ex- 
cept to ſee them at a diſtance, forced the guard, 
and made two or three irruptions to enter into the 
circle. The races, however, were not worth all this 
brilliant preparation, being as ſhabby as our in- 
experience in this kind of amuſement might eaſily 
lead us to ſuppoſe they would be. It was the 
ſon of a jockey who gained the prize of the horſe- 
race. From the Champ de Mars I went to the 
Champs Elyſees. Here was another ſight, and 
one might almoſt add another people; if the dance, 
the ſports, and the ſongs; had not equally re- 
minded us of their careleſs levity, and the ami- 

| able 
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able frivolouſneſs of their character. But here 
were none of thoſe women ſhining in ſplendid 
dreſſes, nor Engliſh horſes, nor muſcadins with 
money at command; the crowd was made up of 
ſimple citizens, the working claſſes, the rentier 
tribe, in ſhort, the real people, ſitting on the graſs, 
eating cherries and cakes, or gaily parading 
around the beautiful circle of garlands, lamps, 
and fireworks, which Ruggieri had juſt finiſhed 
decorating. 

The illumination was not completed tl very 
late; it was flow in taking place, but the ſpec- 
tators, buſy with their amuſements, . net- 
ther weary nor impatient. 

The darkneſs of the night, the dne of the 
air, the mixture of the groups, the diſpoſition of 
the mind, the ſound of the dance, the magic ap- 
pearance of the trees, all concurred in favouring 
tender converſation, and excited to mirth and 
gaiety. 3 

It was near eleven when the fireworks were 
let off. Ruggieri's talents for this kind of. pyric 
ſpectacle, of which the Pariſians in particular are 
ſo fond, are well-known; the only reproach to 
make him was, that they were too ſhort, and 
perhaps alſo that the focus was not ſuſhciently | 
elevated. 

The picture of the while circle on fire, by 
the burning of the props and garlands which 
compoſed it, was extremely brilliant, but had, 

Ro 1 08 


place, which can be explained oniy by the 


taken the road towards the ſquare of the Revo · 
lution; every one was wandering about, aſking 
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| Hke all other brilliant things in general, too ſhort 


an exiſtence. This was a pity, for in obſerving 


the Jooks of the people, which were fixed on this 


object a long time after it diſappeared, one might 
eaſily gueſs at the regrets it had left behind. 
When every one was well aſſured that there 
was nothing more to ſee, they thought of going 
home; but a very pleaſant circumſtance took 


brightneſs of the fire with which every eye had 
been dazzled. Some went to the Bois de Bou- 
logne, in order to get into Paris; others walked 
down the ſide of the river, thinking they had 


each other the road; every one was in a wrong 
direction. After rubbing their eyes, they began 


to recolle& themſelves, and no other i INConvent- 


ence happened. 

We ſhall not cloſe this arti without citing, 
amongſt many other proofs which we witneſſed of 
the harmony and friendſhip which reigned 
throughout in this nocturnal fete, and which 
ſeemed to have melted Paris into one fingle 
family, the following trait, which will not be dif- 
placed in the journal of morals. 11 

Three or four ſparks, ſome of thoſe whom 
we had ſeen capering at the Champ de Mars, 
and who knew how to manage a - horſe pretty 
nearly as much as they knew how'to' reſpe& a 

| woman, 
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woman, were erofling a border of turf ftrewed 
with young girls by the fide of their mothers 
and little brothers, and a few ſoldiers who were 
not on duty: the young men were crofling it, 
lolling on each other's arms, and ſinging inde- 
cent ſongs. A ſoldier ſtept up to them, andina 
calm and reſpectful tone ſaid to them, © Citizens, 
eit is not amongſt modeſt women and in family 
meetings, but at bagnios, that men ſing ſuch 
„ ſongs.” The young men took the hint, and 
made off as tait as they could. 


CHAP. CCIX. 
THE STICK WITH TWO ENDS. 


Tux royaliſts manage this ſtick with great dex- 
terity; one end is terminated by a vendean poig- 
nard, and the other by a ſhoemaker's cutting- 
knife, ſharpened by Babeuf or Antonelle. \ Theſe 
ſticks were diſtributed at the time of the primary 
aſſemblies, and it would be very imprudent to 
ſhew nothing but contempt at the manœuvres of 
certain double-faced people, who careſs with one 
hand and aſſaſſinate with the other; who, in every 

| criſis 
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criſis have a back · door at which to flip out, and 
who ſometimes flatter and ſometimes gefame the 


prevailing party. 


When you are at war - with ark tyrants, 
and fools, it is difficult to paſs near them with- 
out a rub ; hence thoſe different portraits of the 
ſame man, according to the drawing-rooms where 
they are ſpoken of. The patrons ef political 
diſſolution knew that in default of the arms of 
reaſon, falſehood and deceit have more than 
once deluded the Paris cockneys; they knew. 
alſo, that by a conſtant and indefatigable impu- 
dence in repeating their calumnies, they ſucceed 
on the one hand in infinuating them, on the other 
in forcing juſtifications as tireſome to the public 
as to him who is the object of them. 

The eve of the 13th Vendemiaire, indepen- 


dently of my addreſſes, I did every thing to dif. 


ſuade the Pariſians from marching againſt the 
convention. I ſaid to them, Have you a go- 
« yernment ready formed, and which is the maſ- 
ter- Wheel of the political machine. You will 
have no flour the day after your fine expedition. 
Do you wiſh to eat the plaſter of your walls?“ 

It was ſaid in all the ſections of Paris, that 
Mercier, repreſentative of the people, had pub- 
licly declared that the convention would make 
the Pariſians eat plaſter. My head was pro- 
ſcribed, the porter of my houſe was gained over, 


and 
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and my neighbours the firſt victims of the fury of 
the mob; I had combatted deſpotiſm in the days 
of its triumph, and | braved death when I ſaig 
to the ſections, that they: would be in rebellion 
if * moved a ſtep. 


CHAP. CCX. 


PARCHMENT-MONEY. 


Tax dogma of national ſovereignty was con- 
firmed in a manner comic enough, for there was 
a time when every one thought he had a right 
to coin money. The diſappearance of the caſh 
had given currency to a crowd of ſmall notes 
iſſued by obſcure houſes of commerce. Gro- 
cers, coffee-houſe keepers, wrote their names on 
little bits of parchment, and this was money 
This madneſs was puſhed to the laſt kind of ex- 
travagance. Every man coined his own crown. 

A houſe, called the houſe of aid, cruſhed thoſe 
whom it aided by à conſiderable bankruptcy. 
It was amidſt the penury of the public treaſury, 
and ſcarcity of objects of the greateſt neceſlity, 
that the queſtion reſpecting the departmental- 
guard was agitated, Never was ſuch. a thing 
ſeen in the political world; a national conven- 

tion 


-4 a - - Lots + a”: wb 2 
- 


* . 4 * a e 1 —— . — ” 
- 2 k b \ — 5 \ 
- — ratios cit * * — a * — - a 4 * = y eT 4 — r " — — 
— h b - x 1 So 
En er, 8 2 c — Fes be — 2 
= * » . . * . LIT . N n 2 8 4 — 7 r - 7 p — 
— — + + = 5 — © A LY 8 „ "Xx a LETS 3 —— 822 N „ ES ATE * e * 
_ — — N - — 2 Ps * — - 5 - 
8 * — * 2 — "I 2 < 5 
rr IN „ 4 * 
— S ; 
— 
* _ 
| o . 
* © 
» va 
OO * 
7 
CR 
= 
* & 
4® 
> 


3— 2c, 


— — 


— 


32 
— 


—— 


— 
4 


4 A.” - 
— 


— 
——— — 


_ — 


h 

' 

oy 

bo 

- ' 
1 


248. NEW/PLGTURE or PARIS. 


tion aſſembled at a moſt alarming criſis, and cal- 
led to ward off. a'total diſſolution, had no phy ſical 
force whatever, and was expoſed to the inſults of 
the ſections and the poignards of affaflinis.. A 
municipality held all the power, and took great 
care not to reſtrain the abettors of murder; it 
wearied out, threatened, nay, even attacked all 
the deputies of the departments with inſolence 
and ſucceſs. The party of Orleans, uncertain 
ſtill at that epocha, ranged themſelves on the 
ſide of guilt and impudence, and ſeparating 
themſelves entirely from the Gironde, made way 
for the reign of Robeſpierre. Louvet, Who had 
this laſt conſtantly in his eye, framed an act of ac- 
cuſation againſt him, which was unhappily re- 
jected. The miniſter Roland was in decided op- 
poſition to all thoſe cruel anarchiſts. Pache, 
the moſt knaviſh of mankind, entered into every 
dark conſpiracy, and joined Marat and the Duke 
of Orleans. The demand which the former made 

the latter of fifteen thouſand livres after the maſ- 
ſacres of September, ſays enough. Ah! if the 
expulſion of Philip d'Orleans and his ſons had 
taken. place, as wiſdom, eloquence, and virtug 
had wiſhed, how many crimes and misfortunes 
would have been ſpared France. The ſtrength 
of the Orleans party was in this parchment mo- 
ney, which was diſtributed on all fides; and though 
it was of ſhort duration, it became a ferment 


of popular agitations, which afterwards took a 
more dreadful character. 


' CHAP. 
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'% (4 | G 9 
HENRIOT.. 


Tax Jacobin party had made a She'd choice of 
a chief in the perſon of Henriot, who was an im- 
pudent ruffian, aſſociated in all the manceuvres of 
the ruffian deputies. The hiſtory of our diſaſters 
preſents the phyſiognomy of this commander- ge- 
neral, named by the revolutionary council of the 
commune, in a point of view as new as it is hor- 
rible. Servant to an attorney, 'clerk at the bar- | 
riers, chief of the military force, we ſaw him on 
the 2d of June give orders for firing the alarm- 
guns, ſurround the whole of the convention, and 
very nearly played the cannon on it. It is certain 
that the orders were given: I was reſent, and 
ſaw every hoſtile diſpoſition. 

The inhabitants of Paris may be juſtified on 
that day ; they marched without knowing where 
they were going, and they were not deſirous of 
cruſhing the cot droit. The commune had taken 
All the authority into their own hands; it was 
they who made the law, and put it into execu- 
tion. Called to arms at the beat of the drum, 
the noiſe of the tocfin, and the alarm-guns, the 
Pariſians, worthy as yet of liberty, did not yield 
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to the ferocious infinuations of the demagogues. 
During the whole day the convention was ſur- 
rounded with thirty thouſand men, ignorant for 
the moſt part why they were afſembled. The 
convention, that formidable power which had 
committed the inconceivable fault of giving the 
military force to its enemy, was no longer any 
thing but a ſlender body, with no means of refiſt- 
ance left. There is no doubt but if the real citi- 
zens of Paris, who were then under arms, had 
been informed of all theſe machiavelian ſtrata- 
gems, this day would have terminated in a very 
different manner. I repeat it, Paris was not 
guilty on that day; it had no thirſt for blood. 
The inhabitants of this great city were ſtupified 
the next day, and could not comprehend how 
they had been made uſe of far the deſtruction of 
the only authority which they had to protect 
them. The mountaineer party turned this great” 
movement to their own advantage, and with ſo 
much addreſs, that I, who knew them, cannot 
attribute it tg any thing but chance. I ſaw them 
tremble, ſhudder, look on themſelves as loſt ; but 
the next day, interpreting the blind inſurrection 
of the people in their favour, they marched over 
our heads. 

What an incomprehenſible day ! the ſcale 
might have deſcended on the right fide; and 
what a number of atrocities might it not have 

pre» 
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. what diſgrace, might it not have 
ſpared the French name, mankind itſelf! 
Alas! it was faid that our courage and intre, 
pidity were overcome on that day, but we did 
not yield without fighting; and it was only the 
hope of ſaving afterwards our twenty-two ynfor- 
tunate colleagues, which fettered our arms and 
our tongue. I atteſt it as a witneſs; we were 
deceiyed, amuſed, and betrayed; we had no 
belief in that exceſs of audacity; we imagined 
they would open their eyes for their own intereſt, 
The madneſs and ferocity of the commune com- 
pleted the ruin of every thing. When Chau- 
mette denounced a great act of federaliſm which 
had taken place in a few ſections, which federa- 
liſm was nothing but proceſſions; when we 
heard the ſame Chaumette ſay, We alſo will 
have civic feſtivals; we will celebrate the 31ſt 
« of May; the people ſhall be our God; there 
« ought to be no other;” we never imagined 
that the convention would be lulled by ſuch ex- 
travagancies, but that it would rouſe itſelf tq 
cruſh ſuch crime and folly. On the contrary, 
Henriot became popular, and was choſen to 
protect the conſtitution of Herault de. Sechelles, 
that of 1793, that code ſo ridiculous, ſo anar- 
chical, that it is evident that the authors of it 
only wiſhed to hold it out as a lure to appeaſe 
France, which was riſing againſt them and againſt 
their horrible conduct. 


It 


* „% —— 


OY p - = %. #5} a _ 1 
— * * > „ — * 3233 * 
we a - 9 3 - 9 * , * a = + 
n 4 =, a? . - 9 „ —— 110 3 "WAS »Þ- 1 a Gag $A 4 on . a + A 
* =. Ta. - . > . < ; b . — * . wy — F r "ud 
IF n. * ” mz g s K 8 + g < 4. 5 3 — 4 
7 — - N ” 4 a 9 - : — — 2 = ” 
— - - * 1 2 
— ” \ 2 F N 
= 


— II l — 4 4 

F 
— r 

. —ç— 


> 
— 


2 
— 


. 
by, —=* eons .. r= 
8 2 + 


< 4 — — * 
r 
8 wrt 
: * 2 — == - 
— . ome ene + —_ — 
— — — 


g 
— — 


252 MEW riervxs or Axis. 

It was after having made uſe of this impious 
ſtratagem, that the executioners of the nation, 
who had lulled it as well as ourſelves, unchained 


every thing which was moſt vile and atrocious fr 


againſt us, againſt every one who Had wy ideas 
of juſtice or liberty. 

Love for our country led us not to ſend into 
the departments our proteſt, which I joined to 


the juſtificatory memorial which the mountaineer 


party could not efface with either Aeg or 
blood. | 


CHAP. CCXII. 


CONTRACT JOBBERS. 


Ir the moſt diſintereſted man cannot ſometimes 14 


help throwing a longing look on the deſpicable 


riches of the contract: jobber, let him recollect 


that theſe vile egotiſts, theſe criminal defaulters, 
are haſtening towards their days of infamy and 
puniſhment; that their names will be known and 
given up to univerſal contempt. How deteſtable 
are theſe conſpirators in foreign pay, who are 
plunging us into ignominy, and ſucking out our 


| blood; their plans of murder and devaſtation are 


leſs 
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leſs abominable than the ſchemes of rapine and 
plunder of theſe vile agents, inaſmuch as the for- 
mer wore a character of cowardice and meanneſs 
connected with infamy. The great aſſaſſins will 
be execrated leſs than theſe robhers, the offspring 
of debauchery, who with hypocritical fronts have 
melted away with the fortune of the public that 
of every private individual. Pillage has ſome- 
thing in it more diſgraceful than violence. The 
fatal cart is ready, the cords to tie my hands 
behind my back are prepared, the axe is already 
ſuſpended, and is held only by a little ſpring. 
Death is the operation but of an inſtant! but to 
periſh by the cold and barbarous calculation of a 
calm ſpeculator, to ſee him ordering my death and 
that of my fellow- citizens, to ſee him eating the 
entrails of the republic! No; this vile and inſo- 
lent man, this ſhameleſs contra&t-jobber, will be- 
come the horror and ſhame of the moſt diſtant 
poſterity, and juſtice, which ſooner or later un- 
ſheaths'its ſword, will not ſuffer ſuch a criminal 
to eſcape, but will ſeize him amidſt his execra- 
ble ſpoils ; he has conſpired againſt the whole; 
let him regorge, and let him be thus puniſhed, 
for that mode of death by which the true repub- 
licans have Periſhed 4 is too glorious, to = 
upon his head. 

IL have ſubſtituted the word contraft-jobber to 
that of contractor, in order to point out thoſe 
contractors who are ſwindlers, thieves, and ſub- 
jets liable to puniſhment. 


CHAP. 
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Fon be time + paſi the newſpapers and din. 
ing-rooms re-echo with toaſts. No re- union (this 
word in the new vocabulary means a great din- 
ner) now takes place, without drinking toaſts 
to juſtice, humanity, to every republic, to the fair 
ſex of both hemiſpheres. Is not this gallantry ? 

Toaſts are drunk to the conſtitution of 1795, 
to the 9th of Thermidor, and the 14th of July ; 
to the armies of Italy, to thoſe of Germany, and 
to their commanders. Toaſts are drunk alſo to a 
general peace. This cuſtom, ſervilely copied 
from the Engliſh, is adopted alike by the Ja- 
cobins and royaliſts ; but as t6aſts multiply, and- 
ther ſort of intoxication takes place beſides that 
of patriotiſm, I am ſorry that we are' the apes 
of England in this buſineſs. I have ſeen toaſts 
drunk before the images of the twenty-two afſaf- 
finated deputies. Were toaſts then neceſſary to 
excite at that moment the ſenſibility of the 
gueſts ? 

The royaliſts in theſe feſtivals are always more 
ſober than the Jacobins. You may diſcover 
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which no old mountaineer poſſeſſes. We muſt 
own this latter is as an Nara in ant vices as 
was in his crimes. 

We may eaſily conceive how, 4. WOW! mien 
of Philip Auguſtus, a knight might drink and 
intoxicate himſelf with love for victory and for 
his miſtreſs; but at a time, and eſpecially in a 
country, when we had left thoſe libations to free- 
maſons, I have beheld with ſome pain that 
cuſtom adopted of putting the glaſſes in a row, of 
raiſing them up at the word of command, and 
loading your ſtomach ceremoniouſly in honour of 
perſons and of things which are far from us, and 
for whom we can feel no ſincere affection. 

Have we not ſwerved from our character in 
following this Britiſh cuſtom? I could have 
wiſhed that we had found ſomething new, and 
which was more particularly appropriate to the 
genius of the French. Our anceſtors pledged, 
which was well enough when looks. and hearts 
were in union ; but to drink to metaphyſical be- 
ings ! | 

The compoſition of all theſe toaſts is at preſent 
a ſtudy. The edition is reviewed and corrected ; 
the words and ſyllables are weighed, and be- 
come a matter of ſerious importance, ſcarcely 
accordant with the gaiety of the table ; but the 
French will ever do little things ſeriouſly, and 
* * be light and trifling in great things. 
The 
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1 The Siventae! of a toaſt gets himſelf celebrated 
the next dym every newſpaper, and the moſt 
unpardonable plagiariſm would be the attempt- 
ing to tear from another this wreath of glory. 
The guilty PO ER WEIL erer con- 
| demned. il 1 nid 57 
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QUILL-DRIVERs. 
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Tazrs is no perſon who has not Had fo 
complain either of the infolence, or ignorance, 
or of the multitude of clerks employed in public 
offices to cut up pens, and obſtruct nd net i 
buſineſs. | 

Never was the ſway of office carried to a more 
exaggerated, more expenſive, and more tireſome 
point. Never were affairs ſo backward, as fince 
the creation of that army of clerks, who are with 
reſpe& to work what valets are with refpe& to 
ſervice. Watch. words, regulations, enregiſter- 
ings, formalities of every kind, have been 'mul- 
tiplied with ſo much profuſion and ſo little diſ- 
cernment, that a great many people, diſguſted 


with waiting for their penſions, and foliciting 
their 
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their affairs, have Were mme reſolution of! giving 
them up. 214454 % £3114, 0g ML obuοmudu 

This mode of Aang agencies, com- 
miſſions, offices; and elerks, has not only diſturbed 
public order, but demoralized adminiſtration, by 
overcharging it with a crowd of fools, of igno- 
rant men, of traitors: and royaliſts, who have 
taken their hunger for zeal, and their zeal for ta · 
lent; by giving ſcandalous and frequent examples 
of rapid and monſtrous fortunes falling into the 
hands of the moſt vile the moſt ſilly, or moſt per- 
fidious; by multiplying in the agents of govern- 
ment the means of corruption, and the objects of 
cupidity; by opening new iſſues to intrigue, to 
cabal, to cunning, to immorality, and to the in- 
famous ſpeculations of ſtockjobbing and royaliſm; 
by ſtrewing with new- obſtacles the avenues of 
juſtice, and the ſo much deſirable return of the 
laws; by ſtifling the voice of liberty and the 
claims of the unfortunate ; by introdueing into 
ſociety a ſyſtem of eſpionnage and-denunciation, 
which has ſpread diſtruſt, ſervility, and hypocriſy; 
by delivering up, in ſhort, our finances to a can- 
ker an hundred times more gnawing, more de- 
vouring, than that which /Precipitated us into the 
revolution. 

This quill-mania, which a8 bats M. Col- 
bert, has riſen within three years to this height. 
Clerks, papers, and details, have abſorbed every 
thing. The clerk, ſecretary, or writer to the 
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moſt obſcure reference, named committee, is 
ſurrounded with more piles of papers, is ous 
occupied, and more important than formerly the 
miniſter of war. The whole is governed by the 
pen, and without appeal; military, ſubſiſtence, 
police, interior, diplomacy, commerce, and poli- 


tics. When the. firſt ſtep. is taken in affairs f 


this kind, abuſes go on multiplying, and details 
never finiſh. Each of theſe details requires the 
attention of one man, becauſe every man requires 
a place. The multiplication of papers and offices 


is endleſs. Referees muſt have their clerks, the 


clerks muſt have their copiers, the copiers their 
underlings, and that goes on ſtill ſubdividing. 


done all the buſineſs of the committee of legiſla- 


tion, which one hundred and ſeventeen clerks do 


badly. The Marquis de Louvois had two firſt 
clerks: we have ſeen ſeventy- two chiefs in the 
different war offices, each of which has under his 
orders twenty-five clerks and four copiers. But 
at leaſt theſe: clerks were acquainted with their 
trade? they were not acquainted with the firſt 
elements of it: the greater part do not know how 
to read. You think we exaggerate, but it is lite - 
rally true: faults in orthography, faults in French, 
faults in the ſenſe, are the leaſt vices in thoſe 
young muſcadins lately ſo diſguſting. In general, 
their writing is fine, and one might ſuppoſe that 
is the only eſſay that has been exacted from them, 

439 708 


Five-enlightened and laborious men would have 
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ast a llneſs was formerly the only merit that M. 
de Poyanae looked for in the men of his regiment; 
but writing does not furniſh more inſtruction than 
courage and tallneſs. The carabiniers were 
ruined when men were taken by the fathom ; 
the offices will be ever ineffettual, while in or- 
der to get an entrance it is ſufficient to be able 
to write a fair hand- N 23 YE 
Such are the Abuse wikich the W 
propoſes to reform. If it has not ſooner done it, 
it is becauſe, amidſt the wrecks of every kind, 
the royaliſts have left ſtrewed around, its fiſt 
care was to ſecure its own footingy the ſecond 
will be conſecrated to ſweeping away froin the 
adminiſtrations, the agencies, the commiſſions, the 
cominittees, and all their impurities ; and this is 
not the affair of a day, when you have not ant 
your orders the waters of the river Alphrus. 
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3 AA AEE PARTIES UNMASKED. 
is the title of a MIR of erbse 
pages, in which the author, whoſe opinions I by 
no means partake, has ſeized happily enough 
certain ſfades of the revolution. Here is the man- 
ner in which he paints the principal factions who 
have afteda part in this great drama. n 
The Jacobi. This party, ultimately owing 
2 hewed, is very conſiderable; it has two very 
ſtrong ties, folly, and preſumption. © Perſecution 
has formed it into a corps, and they look on 
themſelves as oppreſſed. They are all accuſed of 
being criminals, and this is what perpetuates 
them. 
be Feuillants, An herma phrodite ſe, yield- 
ing by turns to force, fear, and vanity : perfidious 
— powerleſs friends, dangerous enemies. 
Popular Societies. Compoſed of leaders, and the 
led, who thought themſelves the ſovereign, when 
they had the key of every priſon, and had obtain- 
ed impunity for every crime. 
Royalifts. They only bear the name, and en- 
deavour to get themſelves paid for it. | 
The Jeunes Gent have alſo formed a party. The 
pleaſures of theſe young men form a ſort of co- 


mic 
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mic amuſement totally devoid of taſte” as well as 
morality. 

When a revolution does not throw out virtues, 
it is vice that ſhoots its buds ;. and this is the caſe 
with our youth. In cities it has only changed 
the mode of ſlavery, and has been degraded by vn 
the madneſs of the play known by the name of | | 
jobbing. e | 
The Mountaineers. " here were tiuts claſſes of 

them, the dexterous, the ſtrong, and the filly, 
The dexterous were baniſhed, the ſtrong condemn- 


ed to the ſcaffold, the fool iſh faved themſelves in 


ſwimming with the ſtream. 

The Dantonifts were the opponents ts of the der. 
terous, and are not yet deſtroyed,  * 

The Seventy-three ; remainder of more than an | 
hundred individuals torn from the fenate in the | 
diſaſtrous days of the 31ſt of May and Iſt of June. | 
They have regained the victory. | 

The Mari. Middling kind of people, who 
hated the mountaineers from their averſion for 
crime, rather than taſte for virtue. They ſpoke 
of principles without knowing what they meant; 
they would have become Dantoniſts to have over- 
turned Robeſpierre. 
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| "HEBER PISTS. 
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Tax name of conſ pirators 900 Kang 
of which Hebert, ſo notorious. under the bor- 

rowed name of Pere. Ducheſne, was the chief, 
and, whoſe conſpiracy made ſhipwreck againſt the 
guillotine, with which he threatened- the heſt 
citizens. The name of this wretch will be re- 
membered.on-account of his deteſtable journal, 
entitled the Pere Ducheſne, which abounded in the 
loweſt and moſt vulgar obſcenity, and which was 
publicly and conſtantly approved by the Moun- 
tain, 

He was the folterbrother of Clad whe 
was a monk, a cabin-boy, a naturaliſt, and procu- 
reur of the commune. It was he who. mſpired 
Danton with the idea of propoſing the law for the 
releaſe of all prifoners for debt, and the abolition 
of arreſts, which till then had been the practice; 
this has always been a precaution with makers 
of revolutions. 
Ihis ſubaltern monſter poſſeſſed no other cou- 
rage than that of aſſaſſinating at eaſe, in his 
hideous journal ; of cutting off defenceleſs heads, 


and never expoling his own. 
| When 
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When the ſections of Paris came frankly to atk 
the convention what means it had of ſaving 
France, Hebert compiled the addreſs; Barrere's 
anſwer betrayed the terror W oof orgs wall 

to terrify all Europe. 
As he went to ee * was „ et 
with the hiſſes and infults of the people, wha 
faluted him with—* Where are thy furnaces 
« now?” alluding to the vignette of his abomi- 
nable journal, in which he called for the deftrue- 
tion of thouſands of heads, which at that time 
was being a republican. 

This old adventurer, receiver of the chil 
at a theatre, gave occaſion, when he was arreſted, 
and the popular ſocieties moved in his fayour; 
for that celebrated anſwer of Iſnard, in which he 
told the banditti, * If it ever happens that why 
« attempt be made on the national repreſenta- 
« tion, I declare to you that the whole of France 
« will take exemplary vengeance for ſuch a crime, 
and the traveller will wander on the banks of 
« the Seine, enquiring where Paris once ſtood.” 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the rage. with which 
theſe words infpired the Jacobins and the mother 
ſociety. One would have thought that their hall 
had been burnt ; they roared at it every day, 
or rather their conſciences, affrighted at this ter- 
rible prediction, ſaw national juſtice already ſeiz- 
ing them under their popular maſk, and deli- 


vering them over to the vengeance of the law. 
- The 
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The, anarchiſts are overwhelmed with grief 
ow we remind them of theſe thundering 
words. After having made a, god of Marat, 
they wanted to deify, Hebert, and Chaumette, 
that monkiſh hog, whoſe trade was blood. It 
was at Paris that all theſe perſonages ſwarmed, 
allured by the windfalls of a revolution. 

The project of the chiefs of the commune was 


2 diſcloſe, to annihilate the convention, in order 


to uſarp. the whole of its. power. Rape pier 
and Marat fell on the ſame day. 

I had this confeſſion from the inn 
Guſman. We called him Tocſinos, i in alluſion to 
the tocſin of the 31ſt df May, which he had cauſ- 
ed to be rung. He often told me, in the inter- 
change of confidence, that the inſurrection, of 
which he was one of the promoters, was directed gg 
againſt the whole of the national repreſentation, 
of which project I gave immediate information” 
to my colleagues, who were priſoners with me. 
It was clear to us that the mountaineers, not leſs 
blind. than ferocious, had never known the im mi- 
nent danger which they had themſelves incurred 
on thoſe terrible days; they had thirſted for the 
blood of the ſeventy-three, while it was us who by 
our generous and firm proteſt had given the firſt 
ſtroke to the Swiſs Pache, the Auſtrian Proby, 
and the Brabanters Pereira and Dubuiſſon, Marat 
the Neufchatelois, and the ex-capuchin Chabot, 


all foreigners. 
| The 
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be moſt monſtrous part of this machination 
was, that this traitorous municipality, in diſſolv- 
ing and ſtriking at the faithful repreſentatives of 
the people, wanted this | n 4 to be 1 
by the convention itſelf. * eon 
The ſame men who: . all dow avenues 
leading to the place of our fittings, who inſulted 
us, who laid their hands on our perſons, ſo that 
many thought that their coats had been torn, 
who pointed their muſquets at us when ſome 
of us went to the windows to examine what was 
paſſing, were the ſame who came and inſulted 
us in our dungeons, ſpoke to us with inſolence, 
refuſed us the moſt common neceflaries of life,' 
and mingled the moſt taunting irony with their 
crimes. And when I recolle& the acclamation 
of the tribunes; Henriot, with his hat on his 
head and inſolence on his brow, crying out that 
the ſovereign people were arouſed, and that he 
was come to dictate their laws; and that Hebert, 
his ſecond and imitator, obtained in the end the 
ſame and as great a number of ſatellites; oh, 
if I had had the misfortune to have entertained 
any demagogical ideas, I ſhould have dif; ine 
them at this hideous repreſentation, for I: have 
retained for a long time in my memory the phy- 
ſiognomies of all theſe wretches, which corre- 
ſponded ſo exactly with thoſe of F and 
Robeſpierre. | 
| Hebert 
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| Hebert-imagihed that he inherited the feeret 
3 of ranging à whole convention under the yoke 
[ of a few oppreffors, 'of liſting the decemviral axe 
# on his on accuunt, and & puniſhing a geſture, 
Fx a ſigh, a word, with death. He: had created alſo 
K his magical expreſhons; and had his ſireet-por- 
# | ters, his revolutionary females, his harpies, and 

h his petitioners, in the tribunes. In ſhort, he was 
f about to give a finiſhed picture of the moſt per- 
fect anarchy, if other demagogues had not beheld 
in him a rival whom it was ef to & ob rid 
of, by ſending him to puniſhment. ' 


4 


;  _  . The coloſſal power of the commune | gig not, | 
1 however, continue to increaſe leſs e p 
ll till the day of the 9th of Thermidor. 


Marat, from the immenſe popularity which his 
ſanguinary journal had acquired him, was the fa- 
| ther of all the horrors which followed his horrible 
# reign. O government! be ſtrong in order to be 
juſt, becauſe in being juſt thou art not ſure of being 
ſtrong ! 
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felves ſo, it is very inconceivable that they ſuffer 
' themſelves to be cruſhed as under the old regime. 
The people do not complain too much of the ra- 
pidity of carriages, of their danger, and the fre- 
queney of accidents. When any one is wounded, 
they pick him up, and place him in the common 
hand- barrows of the ſection; and what has juſtly 
aſtoniſned me is, that I have never heard either 
imprecations or maledictions y the "OE 
dent or brutal driver.. 

The bureau-central has publiſhed regulations 
ſanctioned by the central adminiftration, which 
forbid the drivers of horſes and coaches to go 
faſter than a ſhort trot in the ſtreets of Paris. 

This prudent order is ſo far from being put 
into execution, that it is entirely unknown, > 
of courſe does not hinder numerous acciden 
from taking place, occaſioned by the rapid courſe 
of certain equipages, which ſeem really to make 
_ a jeſt of the lives and members of the unfortu- 
nate foot-paſſengers, ſill more than in paſt 


times. 0 | 
The 
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The day even of the fete of the ſovereignty of 
the people, a citizen periſhed under the wheels of 
the cabriolet of a ſtockjobber, who was going to 
different exchange · brokers to ranſack the poor 
rentiers, thoſe even who made him the depo- 
ſitary of their bons of two-thirds and three- 
fourths. They melt away like butter in a ſtove, 
while the eee eats their , aur 
fines 'fherbes. . We TE 
After ae torn up — 8 * * | 
or fix hours, they go and get - themſelves indi- 
geſtions. When the famine, organized by Ro- 
bert Lindet, and perfected by Boiſſy e 
paraded its ghaſtly form in Paris, they only 
fared more ſumptuouſly. The ancients had their 
vomitorium, our rich moderns make uſe of it as 
they did, and the apothecaries begin again their 
functions, no longer for canons dying with hun- 
ger, but for the ſtockjobbers, heirs of their un- 
conquerable appetite. | 
The involuntary reſpect, therefore, which © 
people in general have for riches, in ſpite of all 
the epithets laviſhed on ariſtocracy, leads them 
to look without anger on the rapid circulation 
df the carriages, of which they are ſo often the 


victims; but the idea that the return of opu- 
lence will revive what the Pariſian calls com- 
merce, and which is gain only for himſelf, renders 
him, and will always render him, indifferent to 
misfortunes, loſt in the crowd and torrent of the 

population. 
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of minute regulations, than againſt the homicide | 
mounted in a ſeat, holding the whip in his hand, 

driving fiery cgurſers harneſſed to the car of a 

proſtitute. Opulence! opulence ! drive thy horſes | 

at thy, pleaſure, run thy heels, and bow thy @. | 

indifference for broken arme and legs Thou 


reigneſt without a rival, and without decay, and 
without interval, over the ſovereign people; © +. 

Of all the obſervations which I have made, this 
is perhaps one of the moſt important; it is at 
leaſt that which makes me reflect moſt on the in- 
explicability of the Pariſian people. 
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PLAIN OF SABLONS., © 
_ HrreTorors the two laſt kings of France re- 


viewed every year in this plain, burnt up with 
the rays of the ſun, the regiments of the French 
and Swiſs guards, and this was the extent of their 
warlike exploits. Theſe kings of France, in their 
quality of colonel, did not deign to draw their 
ſword; they waved their handkerchief, and all 
the puppets moved at that ſignal of the Sardana- 
palus. 1565 : l n 


At 


9 
> , 

' 
1. 
15 
i 
41a 

* 

* 
3 

1 
= 
1 
1 

4 
15 

4 

a 

= 

A 

2 

F 


_ there was nothing but ſand, and not the fem 


2 — vxtivs. 
At profent;” à fairy has touched with: ber 


wand that barren plain; the palace of Armida 
is raiſed on the ſpot, while the buildings have 
the air of enchantment. The taſte for amuſement 


is ſo prevalent, that it has rendered every mind 


inventive, and it is on this almoſt univerſal taſte 
that à etowd of people ſpeculate. Every day is 
a day of fete, and every advertiſement is fo at- 
tractive, that the ſick conn enden WR 
home and run to the ball. ; 
On chat ſpot are planted groves, where wy 


blanoe of a ſhrab ; à pavilion, which you would 
imagine raiſed by à magical power, which ſpar: 
kles with the fineſt illuminations, till empty, 
but not leſs illuminated, and waiting the ama- 
teurs of the dance, or thoſe who wiſh for a nearer 
view of the graces of thoſe beauties of which 
they had had only atranfient glance. TY 
Brilliant equipages flow in from all quarters, 
for they are as plenty now as under..the old re- 
gime, and all filled with pretty women, fome of 
whom are remarkable for the elegance of their 
dreſs, and others for its little reſpe& for deceney. 
"ome nymphs, diſmounting from their whiſkies; 
are careful to diſplay the fine forms of their bo- 


ſoms, while old dowagers, who are no longer in 


poſſeſſion of this kind of beauty, cry out ſhame, 
and their juniors of fifty join chorus. But theſe 
tranſient rumours, continually ſtifled by the accla- 

mations 
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matians of themultitude, make no impreffcin; on 
thoſe bo are the objects ; indifferent. as flatueny 


fGrrrounded by: ad miners, they ſeem to bear no- 
thing that paſſes around them. What a ſingular 
book might be made on the faſians! and witiy 
do our charming French women;;,vho have fo 
much taſie, bend ſometimes ſubmiſſivr under ſin- 
gularities which airvilate them to-ſavages; thaſe 
deviations are, however, of ſhart duration; the 


graceful and decent taſte ens its inevit - 


able empire. chagw © 105 


As ſoon as A n 8 Wendet 
tain diſtances preſent! a moſt brilliant coup d. 


Every. grove becomes reſplendent; day- light re- 


turns more ſoft and chaſtened; different colaured 
glaſſes wear the ſemblance of topazes, emeralds, 
and ſapphires of - prodigious: ſize; and lonk in 
perſpestive like the throne af the Grand Magul 


in all its radiant r ane en YH 
fleft this enchanting ſcene. #1 


All at once the ee e 


a lively commotion through the whole-afſerably;; 
you lift your eyes and behold rockets, fiery 


ſheats, bombs ſplitting into millions of ſtara, aero- 
ſtats mounting with goddeffes of the mythology; 
floating majeſtically in the air, and then ſwiftly 
deſcending on the graſs, where the laugh of the 
ſpectators takes place of the admiration: which 
they felt for them while ſoaring. | 
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Inſtruments of muſic, ſometimes n ane 
enough, mingle with theſe agreeable detonations, 


N for women are pleaſed with the ſmell of powder; 
it givesthem/a diſtant idea of war, and in calm 
Fi place, where they receive no other wounds than 


thoſe of the arrows of love, ſometimes jealous, 
ſometimes traĩtorous, and ſometimes deſperate; 
pains of the heart a thouſand times e for 
them to languor and liſtleſſneſs. iz oþ 
What a city is Paris, and whos a diverity: of | 
enjoyments it offers! Twenty theatres; concerts, 
a balls, women of every complexion, Vaudevilles 
| full of wit, romances tranſlated from the Engliſh, 
j the phantaſmagony, the poetry of the hotel Teluſ- 
fon, Lyceums without number, and a national 1 in- 
| | ſtitute. 
The hotels of prindes of great ng and 
0 of men the moſt opulent, are open to you with 
1 all their luxury, their furniture, their, glaſſes, their 
| Engliſh gardens; and there you find mufic, dances, 
| | illuminations, fire-works, plentiful tables, and ice 
ll fruits; you throw yourſelf ſoftly. down or the rich 
| ſopha of an emigrant ; you admire yourſelf in the 
| large pier-glaſſesof the Dutcheſs of Bourbonʒ and 
. all theſe enjoyments coſt you half a crown. 
4 Oh! you who live at four or five hundred 
| leagues diſtance will come and viſit this great city; 
1 you will come from the four corners of the world; 
4 your deſpots will be unable to reſtrain you; you 
| will make your eſcape; you will come amongſt us, 
P and 
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and we will teach you to laugh a little at all theſs 

crowned heads, en attendant: that you learn. zo 
treat them as they-deferve, and you ſhall be made 
acquainted with the full extent of this new and 
pleaſant fignification, a good equivoque, which 
we uſe in our common converſation, a neat/two- 
edged ſword, which figures in the mouths of our 
public Stentors, and which has ſometimes r 
of wonderful ſervice to us. 4g 
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- CHAP. CCXIX. | 
INDECENT SPECTACLE. 


Taz garden of the Tuilleries has given a juſt 
celebrity to the name of Lenotre; its majeſtic 
appearance, beautiful diſtribution, its alleys, ter- 
races, its various points of view, have tendered 
it a magnificent place, and every day adds to its 
embelliſhments and decorations. There is no- 
thing left to defire with reſpe& to ſuperb vaſes, 
and fine copies of the maſter-pieces of antiquity, 
which at preſent ornament this wonderful gar- 
den ; but why cannot the eye fix tell alike on 
all theſe works of art ? 
There is a ſex whoſe modeſty we ought to 
reſpect, if we are deſirous of finding them worthy 
VOL, 11, Ns of 
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of our eſteem, and are jealous. of our own happi- 
neſs ; there is an eye to which we cannot ex- 
poſe: without danger all the ſeeret and vißble 
beauties of the human body; and what good 
does it do to expite immature. patiiong? 

Is our republic that of Sybaris? and why are 

all theſe gods of the mythology there naked, and 
in the bloom of life, inſtead! of Cato, Socrates, Ct 
cero, or the ſtatues of Archimedes and Hippo- 
crates ? 

There is not a day paſſes that we do not repeat, 
That is immoral;” and if there be a ſtatue with 
forms more pronounced, muſcles more ſwelling, 
that ſtatue is erected in the place of the moſt pub- 
lic reſort. Is it not a complete contradiCtion to 
ſee on the one ſide the office for frublic morality, and 
on the other that inclination of the artiſts, ſeeming 
to invite our women, rivals of Grecian beauty, to 
venture ſoon to expoſe themſelves like the ſtatugs, 
aud the men as Hercules and Apollo. 

Where then is that gravity of manners, that 
deceney, that promiſe of regeneration, that re- 
publican dignity ? If libertiniſm exiſt, why fur- 
niſn it with ſo good an excuſe? Minerva by 
the ſide of Silence in a, grove, would ſay more 
than the group of Caſtor and Pallus ; but a Me- 
leager without a covering bas expelled the author 
of Emilius. Flora, whoſe robe ſo-decent. veils 
her chaſte attractions, the Faun who plays on 
the flute, and whole upd we think. we hear; 

| ſuch 
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ſuch are the ſtatues on which the eye can repoſe 
in the moſt inviting garden of Paris, but others 
ſeem in a conſpiracy againſt good morals. 


It is the clothing of Chriſt is the Traaigur amm 
of Rah lael, which forms the dignity of this fub» 
lime r take it off, and the e | 
profane. { i# 


It. is not the works — — ee 
has ſtrewed the ſoil of this magnificent garden 


with the ſeeds of corruption; it was becaufe the 


eyes of the Romans were familiarized with ob- 
ſcene ſtatues, with the Ganymede of Jupiter, the 


Swan of Leda; they did not ſeruple to chiſel the 


adultery of Mars and Venus in theiy e 


cups. 
I recolle& with pleaſure what was — the 


round of the Luxemburgh ; the innocent danees 


made up of children of both ſexes, under the eyes 
of their parents, looked like -a family meeting ; 
there every thing was lively, animated, ſmiling, 
and chaſte; there were no other ſtatues than thoſe 
of nature, whoſe roſes covered the boſom. Pure 
as the flowers which married themſelves under 
their eyes, the young girls did not ſuſpe& that 
one day they would have their hymen as well as 
the flowers. 

But the arts, the fine arts, I hear every one 
exclaiming around me. Modeſty, however, turns 


away, or caſts down its eyes, and finds theſe fine - 


arts ugly in ſeyeral of thoſe immoral maſter-pieces. 
T2 X Why 


—— 


$4 
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S} Why ſhout not a very lively ſentiment be alſo 

a profound reaſoning? and what anſwer ſhall we 
return to the powerful though tacit reproach of 
that mother who forbids herſelf the walk, and even 
paſſages through the n Have we no NN 

any modeſt women? 

I will not ſay with 8 — and fiatues 
are two things incompatible ; but I will ſay, Let 
us never forget that every people bas its mo- 
deſty, and that modeſty, beſides being the ſafe - 
guard of certain 5 is moreover the de 
of love. &þ 

Is it not in forogr of modeſly that night 4 
its curtain, that the ſpring dreſſes the trees and 
ſhrubs with foliage? and is it not under their 
myſterious ſhade that the birds themſelves N 
the ie bed? 


CHa. 
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© CHAP. GX dis 
ANNIVERSARY or Thy 2187 or DO 
5 
Tue e is Sande on a law highly 
politic and is become a repubiſcan and. immortal 
feſtival. i gas :2 
Mieux vaut  gougeat debout, qu” empereur enterre. I 


This line contains a great deal of good ſenſe. 
Fontenelle faid, © I am the friend of printed 


books, but I make war on manuſcripts.” Thus 
when the work is done, when the ſtatue is melt- 


ed, when the axe is fallen, it is no longer what i is 
done that we ought to cenſure ; the paſt is no 


longer in our power; we have to look Ou at the 


preſent and the future. 944 


In politics eſpeciĩally N is" a a 


From this anniverſary it reſults, that it is not a 
man, but a government, which we have deſtroy- 
ed ; if we had not killed it, it would have killed 
us. eg Ween 
Every public functionary takes an'oath on that 
day of hatred to royalty. I have taken it, and 
if it were not in my heart it would not have paſ- 
ſed my lips. 

On the 21ſt of January 1796, fourth year of 
the republic, the fete which was to be celebrated 
in commemoration of the juſt puniſhment of the 

tyrant, 


—_——  ——_— o 


278 uw PICTURE or PARIS, 


tyrant, began by diſcharges of artillery, and at 
eight in the morning drums and trumpets inform- 
ed the moſt indolent that the fete and their duty 
called them to the Champ de Mars. | 

At noon all the conſtituted authorities of Park 
were aſſembled around a great ſtatue ſeated like 
that of Hberty, but which, from its forms and its 
attributes, ſeemed rather to . Hercules, 
or ſtrength. 

The Directory preſided in full dreſs, = the 
patriotic, airs of the Maꝛrſeillois, Ca ira, of Veil. 


tons an falut de Fempire, Ie Chant di depart, Nc. 


were ſung. At two the oath was taken at 


the ſound of a numerous diſcharge of artillery, 
and repeated by a crowd of republicans full of 
enthuſtaſm, and ready to ſhed their blood in de- 
fence of their works. 

It was a long time ſince we had had a re- 
publican fate: this was celebrated with pomp, 
welcomed with tranſport, and terminated without 
any accident, in ſpite of the ſad preſentiments 
of ſome, and the peremptory prophecies of 
others. 

What are we to think of this fete? that it is 
in the political order of things we ſhould avoid 
the example of the Engliſh. | 

We may be reconciled with people, but it is not 
when we have cut off their heads. 

Every deſpot on the earth felt on the nape of 
his neck the ſtroke af the guillotine, which 

ſeparated 


8 
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ſeparated the head of Louis the XVith from 
his body; they will therefore be the eternal ent- 
mies of the French republic; they will differs 
ble for a long time; they will make treaties, but 
they will not the leſs endeavour to avenge their 
cauſe in that of the decapitated king. It is de- 
cauſe time cannot efface this terrible example, 
that they will ſtrive to deſtroy the nation which 
has dared to give it to the univerſe. This 
nation ought then to brave All deſpots together, 
when they ſhall have the infolence to aſk” us 
an account of the blood of a perſon perjured; 
it ought to celebrate the anniverſary of the 21K 
of January, and threaten to reduce to powder 
the neighbouring thrones, fooner than give the 
lighteſt hint of fear or repentance. 

1 did all I could to ſave the laſt king from the 
puniſhment of death; he is no more; his aſhes 


are inſenſible; and if it was neceſſary, I would 


dance politically over his grave. 

If a od deal of courage was neceſſary in 
certain deputies not to vote his death, much 
more was neceſſary to vote for his reſpite, and this 
is what I did alſo. I remember that our vote 
was received with menaces and hiflings. Yes, 
it is impoſſible to deſcribe the agitation, even to 
madneſs, of this long and convulſive fitting. 


The members who ventured to manifeſt their 


deſire of delaying the death of the king were 


overwhelmed with invectives. The deputies of 


the 
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the Gironde employed the (greateſt firmneſs in 
this painful ſtruggle: Thuriot and Barrere ſpoke 
as if they trembled that Louis ſhould: e * 
executioners. 

In this manner a ne ofeight b ka eos W 
was overturned, and dyed in blood, and yet its 
duration is rt the, ” the molt aſtoniſh- , 
ng. 

It is for hiſtory a. tay Kira the. Stab 1 
of the crowned heads, at the time of the king's 
trial, did; not throw ſome. obſtacle in the way 
of his death, and to obſerve moreover, how , 
preſumptuous it is that one among them might 
have participated in it by indire& means; and 
theſe hypocritical courts. affect to throw the 
moſt odious colours over a fete, which the 
ſafety and dignity of a great nation AERIE 
commune, 


Po 
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nz POR SI fagies of white; enn ts: 
Ang yellow, green, blue, and grey placards, all 
newly {truck with the ſtamp,” is an indication at 
firſt of the power of the law. I behold them af- 
, terwards as load - ſtones attraQting the paſſenger, 
fixing them before the walls, ſo as to make them 
forget the rolling of the carriages; and they faſ- 


ten their eyes on them, as much to regulate their 


ideas as to quicken their memory, and learn 
wiſdom and experience from the various _ 
ments laid before them.- = | 
If you look for the vehicle of public "REN 
tion, you will find it in thoſe bills; the great point 
would be to write them well, that is, to make 
them the vehicle of what is good. Faid 
In revolutionary tempeſts theſe bills ſupply 
the place of the alarm- bell, aſſemble the factions 
tumultuouſly together, make the governors trem- 
ble behind their ſatellites, inflame paſſions, and 
put a hot iron in the hand of every bill- writer. 
Bills formerly gave no other information to the 
public than that of the ſale of houſes, with their 
appendages and appurtenances ; or the deceaſe 


of 


— — - 
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of ſome fat cardinal, with the number of bottles 
of old wine in his cellars, that of his rings, and 
other apoſtolical jewels ; or the failing of ſome 
ſhip for the Eaſt Indies. At preſent theſe bills 
form a courſe of moral phi 7, of politics, and 
literature ; precepts on the art of governing men 
are found by the fide of the golden promiſes of the 
caſhiers of tontines, and the rules of legiſlation | 
are ſtudied between the advertiſement of wonder- 
eee eee and | the pris the | 
mountebank. . fg 

This is an inſttucdive, permanent, aide cent. 
n renewed library, which wants no clerks © 
either to hold the book on the-deſk or turn over, 
the leaf, It is an oſtenſible collection of all acts, 

projects, and fugitive or ſingular conceptions of 

men. It is a mute, but eloquent advertiſement 
at the end of every ſtreet, which ſpeaks to you 
of your health, of your fortune, of your pleaſures, 
of your approaching journies; and which daily 
entertains you with objects of natural hiſtory, 
diplomacy, finance, and the kitchen. In the 
twinkling of an eye you become the tenant of 
the ſtudies and labours of every artiſt, mechanic, 
or paſtry cook. A ſimple and ſhort analyſis puts 
you in the way of judging from the ſample of the 
maſters of every ſcience. 

Dainty feeders, joyous fellows with rubicund 
noſes, paſs all theſe ſcientific advertiſements; 


but they. well know where they can drink their 
fill 
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fill of Bourdeaux, Champagne, and the rare li- 
queur of the iſlands. Thirty- two bills of theatres 
always near each other, and always in rivalry, teil 
us that the people themſelves form a new Rind of 
clergy, which afliduouſly ſerve the numerous tem- 
ples of Pariſian idleneſs, and prove that our play- 
houſes make up for the ſpacious circus of the Ro- 


mans; ſor we love cakes and amuſements quite 


as much as thoſe ancient maſters of the world. At 
Rome, however, the blind-played neither tragedy 
nor comedy ; they did not print handbills. At 


Rome, thoſe who were born deaf and dumb did 


not ſpeak with their fingers... At Rome, Cæſar 


dictated to four at a time; a mere trifle: at Paris 
an improviſatenr advertiſes, that be dictates ten let- 
ters at a time to ten different perſons, on as many 


ſubjects as ſhall be propoſed to him, in five di- 
ferent languages, French, Latin, Engliſh, Spaniſh, 


and Italian; and that all ſhall be finiſhed at the 


ſame time. | 

The reſtaurateurs and traiteurs, lately keepers 
of cooks-ſhops, and all models of ſcientific 
knowledge, outbid each other in promiſes and 
ſenſual experiments: in every quarter they offer 
you their table and their talents; the glutton 
compares and meditates. The young glutton of 
- another kind, unable to reſiſt the firſt rebellion of 
the paſſions, and who has been ſtung by the per- 


fidious ſerpent of pleaſure under the bed of roſes, 


is warned not to give himſelf up to deſpair :. he 


may 
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may chuſe his Eſculapius, be reſtored again to 
life, become more wiſe, and turn away his eyes 
another time ne es Rs _ of a bour- 
| =_ ball. 4 12 | vag Il 
— even 10 mne Werne 
| it without ſpectacles, that this devouring cancer 
is yielding to the efforts of art; and that this ra- 
pacious vulture, which preys indiſtinctly on wives 
and. virgins, may, without the knife, be attacked 
and extirpated in its birth. As for een the 
elaſtic bandages weary your eyes. \2 70 
Who is that bill-ſticker, mouined on a 258 
Mader? What is there to come from beneath 
the paſte of his thick bruſh; with which he is 
ſcummering ſo rapidly the ſuffering wall? Pro- 
ſpectus of journals The titles are all droll and 
ſingular; all are anxious to reform our political 
ideas, to teach us the true ſtate of things, as well 
as the method to cure the evils of empires. 


Plus on en tue, et plus il sen prefente.” VoLTarre. 


Oh! what a privilege it is to be enabled every 
day to judge of men, empires, and events; to 
diſtribute praiſe or blame to generals, writers, 
and legiſlators! How proud we are to warn poſ- 
terity of what it ought to think, for fear it ſhould 
be deceived ! - How glorious is it to ereCt our 
ſpeaking tribunes two feet above a bourn! An- 
* tiquity never knew any y about hand- bills 
Poor 
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Poor antiquity ! ! our en win be nil much 
better taught. 


at this moment, .and we, may call it Paris adver- 


tiſer, to diſtinguiſh it, by its moſt . dreſs, 


from the other cities of the world. 

Theſe numberleſs papers, of every form and 
colour, teach foreigners that there is no town 
where there are ſo many people who read, ſo 
many people who write, {ſo many people who 
print, ſo many people who invent, ſo many peo- 
ple who ſpeculate, ſo many people who trade, ſo 
many people who project, and ſo m_ who never 
execute. 

The ae which Wen the frayed pug 


or the roving canary bird, as well as the modeſt | 


advertiſement of the teacher of Latin, and that of 


more ſerious concern, the pawnbrokers, does not 


hinder a pillar, a corner of a door, not the leaſt 
ſurface, from being covered with a great or little 
placard, broad or narrow; and this ingenious 


tax, which ought to have taken place much 


ſooner, promiſes to become productive. Indirect 


taxes, ſo often rejected by the economiſts, are the 
witeſt means. of reviving our republic. 


The placard covers, colours, and clothes Paris 
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CHAP. CCXXI. | * 
GUYOT'S DICTIONARY. | 


tec PI „ is a a 
truly afflicting; we feel ourſelves loſing the re- 
ſped we ought to feel for the word /aw, when 
we add the word laus; we have then the idea 
only of an immenſe ocean, in which the mind, 
attention, and memory make ſbipwreck. 

In our regeneration it was neceſfary to be 
quick in building; when large holes are made 
the void becomes very perceptible, and neceflity 
compelled us to fill it up in a precipitate manner. 


The political body is a perfect reſemblance of a 


fick body overwhelmed with remedies. "To 
thoſe laws, created in times of ignorance, often 
without any connection or harmony, fometimes 
mefficacious, often ill executed, are joined ours, 
imperfeCt in their compilation, ſtilt uncertain ;. in 
ſhort, too new to agree with our former notions: - 

If we have broken the yoke of routines and en- 
traves, we have not heſitated in giving ourſelves 
new ones. 

Nothing is more formidable than this ſuper- 
fetation of the laws; and nothing perhaps is a 
greater N of the legiſlative mania, of the 


haughty 


NEW, PICLURE OF PARLS. 287 


haughty confidence of theory, than this code, 
which is become thicker in a. few years than all 
the other codes in the world. | | 

Who does not ſtart back with diſmay on ſee- 
ing this voluminous maſs? However great the 
neceſſity, the moſt intrepid citizen cannot help 
loſing courage, when he wants to conſult on the 


one band every thing which he has to know for 


the regulation of his civil conduct, and, on the 
other, inveſtigate the formidable difficulties which 
ſurround him on every, ide; if he be ings to 
conciliate doctrines ſo; diverging.. . 

There ate no queſtions. which; do not —_ 
ticular embarraſſments, reſulting from that chaos 
of ancient laws which have not been abrogated 
and of more than twenty-five thauſand new ones; 
What an-inextricable labyrinth! who will give 
us the clue fit to guide us through! this immenſe 
Dadalus: | 

An antient judge of the tribunal of ee 
the C. Guyot, has undertaken this taſæ. He has 
juſt analyſed not only the laws, but the ſenſe of 
the laws; he has reduced to palpable: forms 
thoſe laws ſtuck round with contradictions, and 
has cleared them away; his ſtile is conciſe ; he 
has introduced us, in ſhort, into a regular edifice, 
and we ſhall walk no longer in darkneſs, 

All the deciſions, which can excite our intereſt 
or our curioſity, are claſſed after the alphabetical 

mode, 
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mode, the mode which anſwers beſt to our daily 


wants, as well as our natural impatiene. 
There is no part either of civil or criminal ju- 
riſprudence which has not been 'handled ; and 


| the cuſtoms and uſages have been more examined 
during five years, than 1 the ſpace or 


" T 


twenty ages. 
+ If the philoſopher FO over . thouſand 


perplexing formula with which we have ham- 


pered ourſelyes, the author of this Dictionaire 


raiſount des Lois clears away the rubbiſh ; with 


a ſtrong mind, tinctured with the principles of 
liberty, and at the fame time conciſe and regu- 
lar, he points out errors and amendments on 
every ſide; which will not fail to deſtroy that 
pedantry of regulations, which has ſo much ob- 
ſcured the valuable works of the revolution. 
His reſpectful complaints will teach wiſdom to 
new legiſlators ; they will ſecond their - eodrage, 
mature at leaſt the end of a' revolution, which 
was undertaken only to give to human dignity 
the greateſt latitude of liberty. 

You will find in Guyot's diſcos, a ey 
tation of the whole ſyſtem of juriſprudence; a 
plan in which he introduces all the ideas of our 
legiſlative aſſemblies; ofttimes found: reaſoning, 
ſometimes the energy of a firm and” daring 
mind; views of reform; and thoſe precious qua- 
Ities are not disfigured: by-the dry pedantry of 

0 erudition, 
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erudition, by a continual abuſe of citations, by a 
weariſome and wandering prolixity, by the dif- 
guſting ſtile of the profeſſion; _ 

- More than one reader, who begins to feel 
diſguſt at the ſtudy of our juriſprudence, who 
trembles at the details, will take up the work 
of which I am ſpeaking; he will meet in it 
inſtruction without dryneſs ; he will not find it 
tedious ; he will give himſelf up to a ſcience 
made to intereſt him'; he will be fond, in ſhort, 
of this good book, which is more' than elemen- 
tary, and which beſides is not voluminous. 
Thoſe who are inveſted with any portion of 
public authority ought to conſult it in pre- 
ference; but other citizens may alſo read this 
dictionary, and they will eſteem the author for 
it. What more glorious nn can crown 
ſo uſeful a worxk ! 
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ji Tur peruy women and the wages 67 the 
day continue to ſweep: the muddy ſtreets of the 
capital with their flowing and tranfparent robes. 

The erent ſky) of Greece, the mild and equal 
temperature of its climate; the dleanneſs of the 
ſtreets of its opuletit cities, juſtified; the form and 
the wearing of Athenian gowns ; but in Paris, a 
eity af mud and ſmoke, in the winter eſpecially, 
ſuch e muſt „ We ndiculous to people of 
fenſe. 

The faſhionable We vegis t to „el b 
ſhawl, with which, in their turn, our plebeian 
ſtrollers decorate themſelves. It is laid aſide for 
a doll's boddice, narrow and pinched, and ſhows 
a ſhape lately inviſible. 

Not a petite maitreſſe, not a griſette, who 
does not decorate herſelf on a Sunday with an 
Athenian muſlin gown, and who does not draw 
up the pendant folds on her right arm, in order 
to drop into the form of ſome antique, or at leaſt 
equal Venus aux belles feſſes. 

The men wear a ſquare coat of an immea- 
ſureable length, folded over the knees; the 


breeches 
2 * reec 
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breeches cover the calves of the legs; the ſhoes 
are ſtuck on to the point of the foot, and are 
thin as paſteboard; the head repoſes on a cravat 
as on a cuſhion, in form of à waſh-hand baſon; 
with others it ſerves as a grave for their chins. 

The hair is either ſtivering, or divided on the 
forchead, the banging ſides float behind the ears. 
No longer ruffles and chitterlings; the rage for 
linen fine as cambric is univerſal. - A golden pin, 
in form of a ſtar or a butterfly, diſplays the fine- 
neſs and whiteneſs of the ſhirt. 

Equipped in this ſort, the Aa ſtruts 5 
Hercules; a knotted ſtick in his hand, and ſpec- 
tacles on his noſe. 

We have loſt all right of laughing at our 
grandfathers' long-ſkirted coats, with long fac- 
ings : the great ſacks of our great-grandmothers 
have, with great reaſon, the merit of antiquity 
above thoſe of their great-grand-daughters, 
pinched up like puppets of the natural fize of 
the polichinelloes in the ſhops. WS, 

You find them till, in all their freſhneſs, in 
the old-clothes ſhops at the Halle ; precious de- 
poſits, which offer to the thinking man, and to 
wiſe children, true models of ſimplicity, widow; 
and domeſtic economy. 


without breathing a ſigh, without thinking on 
the hunger which expoſes them to ſale, when 
v2 they 


Ah! what feeling man can behold them 
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they ought to have been the reward or portion 
of a good and well-educated daughter. ; 

We admire at the Bois de Bologne the 
| bengbty and majeſtic beauty of our modern Ca- 
lypſos and Euchariſes ; we are in extaſies at the 
ſight of their zones, their wigs, their open robes, 
which diſcover a leg of exquiſite grace; we juſtify 
the luxury, or rather the diſſipation of their dreſs. 
But is there one of theſe reſplendent beauties 
who has founded a bed in an As ae for the 
ſick and indigent man? * 

They are occupied by more impacts pro- 
jeden their boudoir is in want of a marble 
Cupid ! 

In the morning they ſtudy the Journal des 
Dames, and the ſketches of the faſhions; diſcuſs 
with their hair-dreſſer on the efficacy of the wa- 
ter of pleaſure, the proſpectus of which, 4iſtri- 
. buted at the Palais Egalite, informs: the readers, 
that it has the property of hindering huſbands 
from becoming faithleſs to their wives while they 
are lying in. 

To ſee thoſe i pen and merdoilleuſes i in their 
droll accoutrements, any one would aſk if the 
toilette of an Adonis is longer than that of a 
nymph: the loſs of time one would ſuppoſe was 
the ſame on both ſides. The incroyables perfume 
themſelves like the women, and, like them, they 
have as many roſes to tie, and as many knots to 
make. 


The 
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The toilette of their courſers is till longer 


than their own. How ofter does the horſe of 


that Amazon ſtrike his foot on the ground with 
impatience under the ſeiſſars of the groom. + 

After theſe ſingularities, there are others 
which are not leſs piquant; I mean the ſtreet- 
ſingers. Theſe choriſters have attained a certain 
degree of perfection: they frequent the Faydeau 
concert, and form themſelves after the beſt mo- - 
dels. That man in particular, at the wheat 
quay, the Orpheus of the Limouſins, after ſun- 
ſet, carols already in the ſtyle of Garat, and his 
enchanted auditors repeat his delicious warblings 
in piano, | 

The porters of the Halle are not quite ſo deli- 
cate ; it is true that their ſongs are in the down- 
right ſtile of republican liberty ; they expreſs 
alike the word and the thing; to the great ſatis- 
faction of the boys and girls who liſten to them. 
The auditory of that region have ears 1 their 
windpipe. 

While the fiddler ſets the teeth on IF with a 
violin with three firings, his female plays on 
another. The blind men of the Quinze-vingts 
have no longer the privilege of thrumming the 
fiddle, and ſhaking our brains with the military 
drum; their gains are ſhared by other blind la- 
bourers. Thoſe famous fiddlers, whoſe walking 
orcheſtra followed the car of Reaſon in the glo- 
rious days of „ act tragedies and co- 

medies 
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medies at preſent... This, difficult operation is as 
eaſy; of belief as the motion of a blind man, who 


pretended at the tribune of the J acobins, that 


he ſaw clearer into finance than the ae of the 


nen body. 


- CHAP. CCXXIV.. 
4 
DEMOLITION OF CHURCHES. 


—_ 


Taz churches are tumbling down on all fides ; 


in a few years. we ſhall no longer know where 


the churches of the Cordeliers, of the Jacobins, 
of the Auguſtins, of the Carmelites, of the Ber- 
nardines, of St. Opportune, of St. John-en- 
Greve, and of St. Germain-le-vieux, once ſtood. 
St. Jacques le Boucherie, whoſe origin is loſt 
in the night of time, and whoſe tower riſing to 
the clouds has conſtantly defied the thunderbolt, 
and has been ſpared, is falling at this moment 
under the ſtroke of the pickaxe. This church 
will coſt much more to demoliſh, _ it coſt to 
build. | 
On an epitaph faſtened to one of its pillars 
we read, that a workman gained nineteen ſous 
nine deniers for nine days labour. The plaſter 


colt 
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_ coſt a ſous the fack, and the mark of ſilyer was 


then anly ſeven or eight livres. In turning over. 
the leaves of the pariſh regiſter, we find the names 


of very extraordinary pariſhioners; ſuch as Guil- 
laume-hauſſe-cull, Perette Gaudete. Two chan- 
ters were named, one, John Carmen, the other, 
John Flageolet. d 

Thoſe Gothic temples, under the vaults of 
which the ſpiders peaceably wove their heredi- 
tary webs, will no longer reſound with the timid 
hymn of the infant choriſters, nor the meaſured 
ſong of the cloiſtered females. We ſhall no lon- 
ger hear their pſalmody, in the ſong of ſongs, 
with a gentle and delicate voice, the tender 
verſe, Veni, mea columba ; columba mea, yeni... 

And that ſolitary bell, whoſe prolonged found 
was; diſtinguiſhed through the whole of Paris 
during the ſilence of the night, will no longer 
call to matins thoſe celebrated monks, who, from” 
a ſpirit of penitence, made the ſeas tributary: to 
their tables, converſed anly with their bottles, 
cut toothpicks, ſerenaded their birds, framed vir- 
gins in wax, and died at the age of eighty, their 
cells full of ratifial and confectionary. 

The women's monaſteries, the ſeraglios of the 
grand viſitors, are changed into grocery ware- 
houſes and rural balls; the triumphant loves 
hover over the ruins of thoſe dormitories, where 
ſo many tears of love have been uſeleſsly ſhed, 

and 
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and where youth, ſecluded by ſuperſtition, wi- 


thered away like the roſe thrown on the cold 
and murky ground. | vo: 


a 
1 
. | i 


CHAP. CCXXV. 
k ARREST OF AG AND DROUET. 


# HERR we are, once more eſcaped from a new 
| | _ conſpiracy, which would have ſecured the tri- 
F] umph of the moſt hidepus ſyſtem of plunder, and 
which in a few hours, in a day at moſt, would 
have exemplified all the horrors, all the crimes 
of the revolutionary regime. 
But muſt we be for ever ſubjected to theſe re- 
volutionary tempeſts, and is our political exiſt- 
ence to be as inſecure as the phyſical fituation 
of the inhabitants of the torrid zone, where a 
few calm days are ſucceeded by the thickeſt 
darkneſs, broken only by the lightning's dreadful 
flaſh. ns | 

The factions, which raged during the long ſeſ- 
ſion of the national convention, ſeemed to have 
found a term in the birth of our new govern- 
ment, It was imagined that a conſtant calm was 


at 


\ 


NEW PICTURE OF PARIS: 297 


at length about to ſucceed. ſuch a ſeries of con- 
vulſions, and that none in future would dare to 
attempt the deſtruQtion of the people, in the 
people's name: they had been ſo often deceived 
by their falſe and faithleſs friends, that it ſeemed 
they were no longer to be the dupes of the 2. ; 
lies, or the ſame impudence. 
We heretofore thought that 2 talents was 
neceſſary to diſturb ſtates; and that great villains 
were even endowed with a ſort of ſuperior mind: 
our revolution has proved to us, that this opinion 
was not always true. We have ſeen men who 
were abſolutely nothing, and whoſe exiſtence. we 
were ignorant of the day preceding, appear in 
the ſcene; men, the very outcaſt of ſociety, but 
whoſe ephemeral exiſtence has cauſed more diſ- 
aſters than the long career of Cæſar and Crom- 
well ever occaſioned to their reſpeQive coun- | 
tries. | 
But is it to the habit of political convulſions, 
or to a melancholy apathy, that we ought to at- 
tribute the little ſenſation which thoſe later plots 
of the violent and crafty enemies. of the repub- 
lic have excited; or ſhall we impute it to that 
frivolouſneſs, to that levity, which has made us 
glide over every event, which dried up the next 
day the tears of the paſt evening, and which 
permitted us lately to ſing on the banks of a 


wide river of blood, and dance by the 85 of 
funeral torches. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe ferocious men, adepts in revelutionary 
crimes, counted x good deal on this indiflerence,” 
on this forgetfulneſs of the paſt, on that fatal in- 
dulgence which ſcreened fo many criminals. It 
was the hope of impunity which emboldened fo 
many men, who miſtook impudence for 'great- 
neſs; they made a parade of a fort of political 
depravity, and of that daily aſſaſſination of laws 
and civil order, which is the moſt dreadful of all 
ſcourges both for nations as well as individuals. 

The clear perception of the paſt is the con- 
ception of the future; there are no more limits 
for him who has overleaped every limit; the pro- 
ſtitute never bluſhes but once; the drinker of 
blood ſhudders only at the firſt crime; the con- 

ſpirators, ſince the 10th of March, are, and al- 
ways will be, the fame. September, in ſhort, has 
| given birth to all the crimes which have e 
Fi ed the dreadful filence of the laws. 

#1 Figure to yourſelf a traveller ingulphed in a 
ravine of the Appennines, and who finds himſelf 
compelled to meet the attack of a ferocious ani- 
mal, a wild bear; he cannot combat, conquer, 
and kill him, without aſſuming ſomething or his 
be fer ocity. F 
| 4 It is for hiſtory to fay. why Babeuf was pu- 
a niſhed, and the os of the priſon „ to 
Drouet. | 


vg 
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suors; SMALL SHOPS, 411. 


Waar is moſt in evidence in the city is to 15 
the quays, the bridges, the croſs· ways, the public | 
places, the corners of the ſtreets, and ſtreets. the 
whole of their length, obſtructed by moveable 
ſtalls; barracks, even warehouſes of grocery and 
cutlery, ſtretching out to the middle of the pave- 
ment. The parapets of the quays are covered 
with books; there are more bookſellers than cake- 
ſellers; there muſt be a prodigious number of 
readers, for you ſee ſtalls of books every where; 
there are bookſellers' ſhops in hand-barrows, who 
make off when it rains, and return in fine wea- 
ther. They have diſcovered the ſecret of putting 
the greateſt number of ſhops in the ſmalleſt 
place poſſible. They have dug under the 
walls, and ſome ſtreets of Paris are like a bee- 
hive, in which that problemof geometry is rived 
by a mercantile mechaniſm. EY 

On whatever fide you turn your ſteps you ſee 
the permanent fair of France, where traders. are 
niched in the ſmalleſt hole poſlible. You ſee 
luſty capenters, who with brawny arm are buſy in 


mounting ſcaffolding, . placing props, and ſuſ- 
pending whole houſes on croſs beams. 


Here 
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Here you find workmen, who, climbing up on 


ſhort ladders, demoliſh, cut, pierce through ſtone 


work of four feet thickneſs, to change ftables into 
counting-houſes. The maſulipatan, the madras, 
the ſhaw], diſplay their glowing colours at the 
place where the prancing nag champed his hay 


from beneath the rack ſtaves; and the ſhed of 
the groom 1s become the milliner's boudair ; the 
ſmell of the dung yet remains. 


have taken'a ſhop, and begun trade, is what 
all theſe ſellers of every thing and doers of no- 


thing tell you ; this, however, finds work for the 
ſmith, who is every day inventing ſure locks ; 
the joiner, who makes window-frames in the mo- 
dern gothic, in order to throw the light more 
delicately on the ſtuffs ; the painter, in ſhort, who 


yaries his arabeſque according to the caprice of 
his employers. The ſhops are reſplendent with 


light, and the ſmalleſt have their ſuns and their 


argands. 
The orthography of the modern fi ins no lon- 


| ger fear the cenſure of the puriſt, while the let- 
ters of the names preſent ſtrokes, the elegance 
and boldneſs of which deſerve the attention of 


ſworn writers: this is a viſible amelioration. 

But a great number of theſe ſhops, ſo brilliant 
on the outſide, have nothing but faQtitious riches 
within. Thofe boxes, ranged with ſo much 
ſhow in their caſes, contain nothing pretty ge- 
nerally but hay; nevertheleſs, every one wiſhes to 


appear 


vw IcrURE OF PARTS. 301 


appear a confiderable dealer, and the ſucceſs of 
the ſale depends more or leſs on the dexterity of 
the ſhopman who is the decorator. This is the 
mode. A handkerchief: ſkilfullydifplayed makes 
à dozen in the glafſes oppoſite ; and, thanks to 
their magic, more than one ſhopkeeper poſſeſſes a 
double warehouſe. Beſides, it is a truth too well 
known, that of thirty ſhops of freſh date there are 
ſcarcely ten which 1 n e with ad 
* follow a 120 bene the - 
tax is paid the ſhop is let to another tradeſman, 
who boaſts already of this title, which he will not 
keep for a long time. Blunders, inconſtancy, and 
falſe calculation, are the characteriſtics of a multi- 
tude of heads which are to uin wy 

at Paris. "4 
Lu four W . lnuminstedd with 
all their ſplendour: the fineſt ſhop in the quarter; 
to-day a ſingle candle with its timid light be- 
trays the ruin of the maſter.) Ah! if it were 
known by how many ſacrifices ſuch a woman 
purchaſes the glory of exhibiting herſelf in a 
wig behind the counter, above which her name 
ſhines in letters of gold, how many people would 
be cured of the fatal itch of making themſelves 
tradeſmen! for how many individuals imagine 
they can, without ſtriking a ſtroke, tranſact the 
commerce of both the Indies, becauſe they have 
ſeen the brilliant warehouſes of the Palais Royal. 
Imitation 
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Imi dtionraatcifes an incredible empire” over: = 
multitude of weak minds 1 ag 

What particularly ſtrikes: the fot arethwgbdds 

{miths, who, acroſs their ſquares, difplay riches in 
which taſte predominates over value. This frail 
rampart ĩs conſtantiy teſpetted by the pick pocket 
and the thief: it has ſcared ex ever been owe 
_ that a ſquare has been brokenns: 

Such is the cupidity of the . thark he | 
ſees nothing in Paris but his ſhop and his getting 
forward; it is the centre of commerce: he makes 
a ridiculous abuſe of this Seda be _ ne- 

„Babes 9 dads Det 
in a city where the number of traders ſurpaſſes, 
if we may uſe the expreſſion; the number of buy- 
ers, whom the extreme ſcarcity of money, and 
the taxes incurred by the enormous expences of 
the war, forbid not only all ſuperfluous CKPEre 0s, 
but even thoſe of the ſtricteſt neceſfity;' 5 

Beſides, the too great concurrence between 
the great and little tradeſmen tends only to drive 
away induſtry, which cannot be a long time ſuſ- 
pended without being loſt and annihilated. The 
deſtruction of companies has engendered this nu- 
merous race of little tradeſmen, who have neither 
probity, honour, nor conſcience, and who, having 
paid the patent, imagine they have acquired a 
right to ſwindle. Sooner or later this legion of 
miſerable retailers will repent of having renounc- 
ed 
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ed their former calling; for is it in the order 
of things that a barber ſhould become a wine- 
merchant, a coachman a coffeehouſe-keeper, a 

lackey a goldſmith, a clerk a grocer, a, kettle- 
mender a bookleller, and a porter an u pholſterer. 
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'A xtwb of contribution, to which the ede 
aſſembly invited every citizen, in order to ſuccour 
the wants of the tate, rvined 90 the 77 wh 
tions of the court. ON 

An old warrior, who had e no W. 
from the prince for whom he had ſhed his blood, 
poor but proud, lived retired in the country with- 


out regretting the leg he had loft ; hen they came 


to aſk him, in virtue of the decree; the new yuar- 
ter voted, It is in vain to aſk me,” ſuys he, * for 

< my quarter, a cannon-balt took it from me at 
©Kloſtercam.” 1419115 118 ke Ra SN avﬀviy 
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NEW CARRIAGES. 


'Trzsz have not, under the republican regime, 
the heavy air of the carriages of the firſt preſident 
of the parliament, the melancholy rumbling of 
that of the keeper of the ſeals, the amplitude of 
thoſe of old dowagers of the blood royal; theſe 
diminutives of the coaches in the time of Henry 
the Fourth have given place to. the lighter ber- 
lin,. the ſuperb deſobligeant, to the motionlefs 
dormeuſe, to the rapid phaeton, the eaſy whiſky, 
and the cabriolet ſolo with its jingling bells. 
The carriages are cut ſquare, and mounted 
high; their rolling is eaſy; the ſeat of the coach- 
man is a large and long canopy with rich fringe ; 
he is perched fo high, that you might call him a 
telegraph ; the pannels of the carriages are or- 
namented with flips and knobs of metal; there 
are neither arms nor cyphers; a ſmooth varniſh 
gives them all an air of reſemblance. The coach- 
man, from his height, is more maſter of his 
horſes, but if it was not his duty to be con- 
ſtantly attentive, he might obſerve every thing 
that paſſes in the entreſſols. The chariots of 
the happy of the day are ſimple, elegant, with- 

de out 
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out gilding, light as. the clouds borne inn | 


the wind, made to follow the flight of the ſwal- 
low, or carry off the prize in the Olympic games; 
they fly like lightning, and this is the reaſon 
why the foot · paſſengers appear to the eyes of the 
drivers nothing but ſtraws/or ſtone s 
mis extreme quickneſs leaves no interval be- 
tween the exchange and the money-jabber's ho- 
tel. It is in ſuch carriages, alas! too ſpeedy, in 
which thoſe terrible proconſuls, who left after 
them in every department the ſmell of human 
blood, which they ſhed in torrents, traverſed 
France in every direction, and at the ſame time 
not a ſingle avenging hand was to be found® in 
any great, or in any croſs road. | | 
If, at leaſt, theſe carriages had had. the Fa 
neſs of that of Louis the XVIth, when through 
the perfidious counſels of his neareſt relations, 
and of the traitor Bouille, he fled from Paris 
on the night of the 21ſt of June, 1791, to go 
to Montmedi, a ftrong place, where he was 
to head the nobility, and make himſelf chief of 
a party againſt his people, the evil would not 
have operated with ſo much ſucceſs, and above | 
all with ſo much celerity. 
Louis the XVIth withed to travel faſt, but with 
as little inconvenience as if in his elbow- chair at 
home; his carriage, of quite a new conſtruction, 
was almoſt the chateau of the Tuilleries in mini- 
ature; there was drawing- room, lee ping · room, 
VOL, IT. X ward- 
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wardrobe, dining-room, kitchen; hothing was 
5 wanting Hub the: Abe * 8 n 
ſicianss dt Ro %. 

It is fad that the rho eh Woch their 
fdeverithdinihice; when they ſaw themfelves in 
the open country, at the idea ho the Pariſians 
would be thunderſtruck. They did not foreſee 
that this heavy trundle was about to be cruſhed 
under its own weight; that the time which 
wouldibe loſt in repairing it would put them 
again into the hands of the crafty La Fayette, 
who led them back ignominiouſly to Paris along 

an bedge of fix hundred thouſand men under 

arms. | | | 


ly 6: CHAP. CCXXIX. 
| | PHILANCLOCHES, 


DzoLL name given to all thoſe little devo- 
tees, who were for ever exclaiming at the tribune 
that we. ought to-give back the bells to all the 
ſayers of maſs, in order to revive proceſſions, pil- 
grimages, fraternities, the penitents of every co- 
Jour, and all the phalanxes of ſuperſtition. 
Papiſm is like a ſugar-mill, if it ſeizes the tip 
of your finger your whole body muſt paſs. | 

1 2 * | Who 


_ vierung or aA 3807 
Who does not now perceive, that in the de- 
ſtruRion of ſo many ſhameful prejudices, and in 
the reform of ſo much abſurd belief, if you grant 
a fingle point to the enemy of the human under- 
ſtanding, of the dignity of man, the worn * the 
ons wound _— FOO ome Broth ws 0 


* . 


THE MARRIAGE-ADVERTISER. | 


Ir is the name of an office, and the title of 
a journal, the frontispiece of which offers us an 
half agreeable image, and which promiſes a little 
more than the Liar, the Bat, or the Penny-poſt. 
This is the newſpaper of an able and diſcreet ne- 
gotiator, who without ſhame, and with the ap- 
probation of the wg, tranſacts 255 of the 
heart. 

With his aſſiſtance, the man dumb NN timi- 
dity, or who, after having conſulted his looking- 
glaſs, finds himſelf no longer either young or 
handſome, ſpeaks, courts without being ſeen, 
and does not ſhew himfelf, except by reverbera- 
tion, till the denouement. This office has at its 
orders even a poet, who makes madrigals and 
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| acroſtics at a fixed price; and it/is ſcarcely to be 
= imagined Oo ak ſometimes cm os "Oo | 
chaſes;; 4 1 441i b 
The man or woman WY propaſe foes 100 fail 

to put the fair fide foremoſt; that is to ſay, their 
fortune, their clear revenue in lands and houſes, 
the produce of their actual ſituation, and, above 

all, their future expectations. 

In order to attract general attention to me 
advertiſement, they glide in a few very ſoft words, 
certain phraſes ready prepared, ſweet, honeyiſh, 
which da the office of a pocket lJooking-glaſs, and 
which help to divine the figure, the "ſhape, the 
proportion of the body, the complexion, the con- 

ſtitution, all in a favourable point of view. | 

To theſe firſt hints of invitation. is joined a 
little.note of agreeable accompliſhments, ſuch as 
ſinging, the forte piano, the clarinet, the - harp ; 
but with reſpect to economy, modeſty, in dreſs, 
or the taſte for domeſtic duties, not a word is 
ſaid ; apparently. that is underſtood: The go- 
betweens are very polite kind of people; you 

enter their offices as you would thoſe of a no- 
tary; the rent- roll is verified in a twinkling; 
ſometimes even the parties have not ſeen each 
other when the preliminaries of the contract are 
formed; for it is to be remarked, that the de- 
mands of each on their ſide ſtipulate the recipro- 

cal equality of fortunes as an eſſential clauſe of 
the contract; they count alſo for a good deal the 
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hope of inheritance, but ready money is the pre- 
ponderating reaſon for the concluſion?n 
The demands of widows of twenkg-five years 
old, without children, who wiſlÿi to join in ſecond 
nuptials' with widowers of thirty-ſix and forty, 
likewiſe without children, are very numerous. 
All our writers of little *ebmedies, which, as is 
known, never terminate but in a marriage, are 
invited to repair to this office, where they will 
find denouements ready made, and as precipitate 
alſo as thoſe which they invent. In theſe ſorts of 
negotiations it is not Jove, it is the ſtrong box, 
which becomes the third party; and the ſtrong 
box une r iy aden better 1 | 
love. © "> 4 T1 
This then, is a Lubſeription quite open for 
marriage, which is no longer a ſacrament, but a 
knot almoſt as eaſy to break as to form, and in 
which many people engage under the faith of a 
proſpectus. It is not ſaid that there are more 
complaints at this mode of contract than for that 
which admits of trials, flames, and fighs. The 
parties accuſtom themſelves to believe what has 
been ſo long ſaid, that marriage is à lottery. The 
ancient Amazons of Thermodon burnt their 
breaſt, in order to draw the bow with more fa- 
cility. As for the Parifian women, they deſtroy 
the inſide of their boſoms by drinking too intem- 
perately of wine, even brandy and ſtrong liquors, 


ſo that almoſt all ſpeedily make away with them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves. An uncivil candidate having made a 
more particular enquiry on this ſubject than the 
ſpace woulg. permit, the clerks would not en- 
regiſter this unſeemly note. The deſire or wiſh 


is often maſked in ſpeaking of em bon int. 


Every one may well ſuppoſe that in all theſe 
demands mind enters for nothing. Who is the 
fool that would have a wife who was a great wit? 
Who is the woman who aſks for any other mental 
qualification in her huſband, than that of amuſing | 
ber? What has the conjugal bed to do with 
genius? The people wha. have too much un- 
derſtanding are nice and difficult; as they ſee 
better than others the defects of every thing, 
they are but ſeldom ſatisfied, and the ſpirit that 
animates them makes them expreſs their ſenti- 
ments in a quick and ſometimes ironical man- 
ner, at which the pride of others is diſagreeably 
humbled. On the other ſide, thoſe of limited un- 
derſtandings, but who are blind enough to think 
themſelves ſuperior geniuſes, are till more inſup- 
portable; they imagine that they can repair 
their inſufficiency by a cauſtic and imperious 
air, which puts every one out of patience, be- 
cauſe it is accompanied with no kind of judg- 
ment. What is then to be done? Go to the 
marriage advertiſing- office, and draw at the lot- 
n — 
The pendant to this office ſhould be that 
where a woman might learn to regain the heart 


of 


* 
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of her huſband ; but as this office would be a de- 


fart, it is not worth while to write the frontiſ- 
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uns it © han that it was c Robeſpicers' 
wilt that none of the prifoners who were to ap- 


pear at the bar of the reuvolutionary tribunal 


ſhould eſcape death, Fouquier-Tinville made the 
jury underſtand that ſuch were the orders of Ro- 
beſpierre, by crying out to them, as they turned 
to. deliberate on their verdict, Fey-de-file, and 
the jury aide "Ry RR the MOINS of Kan 
cb inet baltins B50 b 5 
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Arnoves royalty has its agents, its emiſ- 
ſaries, its blind or fanatical partizans in every, 
quarter, there are many ſingular events and un- 
meaning ſayings, which we muſt place to the ac- 
count of contradiction or '#/z2arrerie. In 1783, 
whenever the (Engliſh were mentioned in com- 
pany, theſe 1 two. anon ue were <ited : 


= 
99 4 " * P a. F 
wo ; * hd 1 & 3 


"Oh barbares Anglois, dont les Ae couteaur 5 
Coupent le tete aux trois, e et la $ Queue AUX cyan. {5 


(11 17 


Theſe verſes were found very witty; and every 
body laughed. About that time a bad tragedy 
of Laharpe's was acted, entitled Jeanne de Na- 
ples, in which were theſe two verſes: 


Quand un maitre aux ſujets preſcrit des attentats, 
On preſente la tete, et Von ne obeit pas. 


« How Larive murdered theſe fine verſes,” ex- 
claimed a marquis, turning on his heel in a gilt 
drawing-room, © he ought to have ſaid, 


Quand un roi des ſujets preſcrit les attentats 
On lui coupe la tete, et l'on n'en parole pas.” 


I have 
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- T have twenty times heard theſe verſes cited 
witha'fort of reflective gaiety, and it is now in 
theſe very drawing rooms that they are eternally 
lamenting, from ton, a cataſtrophe brought aboyt 
by all the winds which have blown” from the 
four corners of Europe. Every alluſion againſt 
royal power was ſeized” with eagerneſs at the 
theatres, and thoſe very comedians,” who now 
act the royaliſt, endeavoured to excite — I 
bifth to thoſe applauſes. r 
"No" force was uſed to drag the Palas to 
their ſections of Marat, and the bonnet-rouge; in 
the midſt” of the Brutufes and the Cafſſiuſes of 
thoſe times, who performed at their eaſe the parts 
of the Demoſthenes and the Ciceros; at half 
paſt ſix double ropes would not have held the 
Pariſians in their ſhops, while now we are forced 
to make laws which ſend them, and almoſt to 
compel theſe idle and indifferent citizens to go 
and vote in their primary aſſemblies- They fay 
they are afraid of a chair being thrown at them, 
and declare that they are too genteel to meddle 
in the election of the magiſtrates of the people. 
Vet this is not merely the right, but the duty 
of every citizen; and this duty is ſo little felt at 
the time I write, that it is almoſt turned into ridi- 
cule. Such is the b/zarrerie of the human mind, 
or rather that ſpirit of contradiction which op- 
poſes every thing either from hebetude or the 
wiſh of appearing to obey only its own caprice. 
It would be difficult enough to explain what ex- 
cites 
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cites. and what ſuddenly cools the zeal. of the peo- 
ple. At one epocha it riſes againſt, kings, at 
another it regrets them; ĩt is now proud of exert · 


ing its rights of ſoyereignty, and now. the. firſt 


to turn them into ridicule. All theſe rapid and 
contradiftory ſhades of character will render the 
pen of the hiſtorian undecided. There are with» 
out doubt determining cauſes, but effects ſo op- 
polite are difficult to explain. Formerly at Athens 


the gates of the city were ſhut, and the only 


ſtreets left free were thoſe which led to the pri- 
mary aſſemblies, This was well done: the Athe⸗ 
nians did not conſider this law as derogatory to 
their liberty. It was to them no. reſtraint, but 


2 light impulſion, which. determined their will 


without thwarting it. They laughed at 
own indolence, and while 9 ae ae 
the law. ; — 
Amongſt thoſe who have the right: of voti 
here are ſcarcely a tenth who condeſcend to give 
themſelves the trouble. How can; we explain 
this indifference. in perſons, who. from morning 
till night. talk of nothing but public affairs? 
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Wilks moſt attrafts the conn) in the . 
ficent gallery of the Louvre, What moſt fixes the 
eye and the attention of every beholder, are the 
ſingular ſketches of Le Brun, who has connected 
the phyſiognomy of certain men and animals. 
It jeads the mind to reflection, to compare the 
principal features of the phyſiognomy of men, 
whom we have ſeen or known, where we find a 
ſlighter or more ſtriking reſemblance to thoſe of 
animals. However diſtant this reſemblance, it is 
often ſufficient to recall the ideas of cunning and 
ſtupidity, of mildneſs or dene ce 10 cer. 
tain countenances. + . 
Some, after this examination, güde Ally! to- 
wards the great mirrors at the bottom of the gal- 
lery, to verify their faces in the glaſs, and obſerve 
whether they are moſt like the Indian cock or 
the eagle, the dromedary or the lion, the mon- 
key or the hog; but the ſcience of phyſiognomy 
can never be learnt by compariſons or rules, we 
muſt lay aſide in ſome ſort the viſible traces. The 
ſtudy of phyſiognomy ie not a ſcience, but an in- 
ſtint; we muſt foel, not gueſs, and be born 


phyiog- 
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phyſiognomiſts. You will not arrive. at the 


knowledge of the character of man by the ſci- 
ence of aſtronomy or oſteology; your eye muſt 
pierce into the mind; folly and cruelty ſome- 
times afſume an open countenance, while wit and 
goodneſs are ofttimes found in a Socratic head. 
Never ſtudy portraits, particularly of great 
perſonages; they are always falſe or fictitious; 
they diſplay only one view! of the countenance; 


and even that is changed. An infinite number 


of portraits have been taken of Voltaire; all are 
alike, and yet there is not one in my opinion 
which reſembles him. He belonged-a good deal 
to the family of the great monkey ; but he had a 
ſparkling eye, which diminiſhed his e caſt 
of uglineſs, 708% „ ein 

What we call line 18 hd change, 
but phyſiognomy is indelible ; this we can trace 
beneath the wrinkles of age, as beneath the 
bloom of youth; this not only eſcapes: the chi- 
ſel and the pencil, but even ſpeech: fails to define 
it. Let us not be ſurpriſed, that breath divine 
which is hidden within us, can only be ſeized 
by the mind, by the pureſt act of our intelli- 
gence, by that connection which eſtabliſhes it- 
ſelf between two ſouls who ſeek each other, and 
who, as it were, converſe, to know each other 
perfectly. | 

Quackery has ſeized upon the blen of obeys 


ſiognomy, becauſe it is a ſort of moral dictature, 
which 
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which often diſturbs our ſelf love or our diſſi- 
mulation; but in my opinion neither the ana- 
tomy, nor the obſervation of the animal part of 
the individual, nor the connection between the 
faces of animals and the countenance of man, 
forms the true phyſiognomiſt. The exceptions 
are ſo much more numerous than the rules, that 
thoſe drawings which alarm or terrify us are 
merely the reveries of painters. | 
Robeſpierre, it is true reſembled a wild cat, 
Marat a bird of night, and Collot d'Herbois 
had, in his hard and narrow forehead, ſomething 
of the tiger. Some mouths are viſibly cruel; 
and how apparent this was in Billaud de Varen- 
nes! with thoſe favage eyes, with that cold 
and liſtleſs attitude, he would have attended the 
funeral. of the world“; and that Danton, whom 
pleaſure itſelf did not render human, which is 
the true mark of a ferocious character, what a 
ſeal of reprobation in his hideous flat counten- 
| ance! and the eternal paleneſs of CG... 
Notwithſtanding all this, our phyſical frame is fo 
deceitful, that it is impoſſible to diſcern the 
mind by the ſpring of our machine; we muſt go 
beyond matter to ſeize upon the mind of man. 


I charaRteriſe the firſt Mirabeau, by ſaying that he re- 
ſembled a lion who had had the ſmall pox ; but it would. be 
abſurd to pretend that this reſemblance had any influence on 
his character. 


The 
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- The ſtill portrait is much more difficult to 
trace, than when we animate it with paſſion: 
the paſſions are never equivocal. Sheep are all 
alike, and women reſemble each other much 
more than men. I believe that all books and 
reaſonings on phyſiognomy lead aſtray; ana- 
tomical engravings are, of all things, the moſt 05 
luſive. A log of wood is not a tre. 
Man is not entirely in the face, in the dend or 
even in the buſt; he is diſcovered in his gait, in 
his accent, in his demeanour, in his attitude, in 
his repoſe, in his ſleep . . Heavens! I have 
told the half of my ſecret, in his ſleep! +. . . The 
man who ſleeps diſcovers more to the phyſiogno- 
miſt by inſtinct, than... . fearful ſleep of the 
wicked. . . . I would have all public men obliged 
to fleep in public. | 
Let us throw afide portraits, drawings; pro- 
files, bones of the head, the length of the jaws, 
the diſtance of the eyes, the ſize of the noſe, 
chin more or leſs pointed, ftrait or tranſverſal 
lines, and let the eye of him, who is endued 
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by with that precious inſtinct which we hold from 
vn nature, and which we cannot learn from books, 
kg | meet the eye of the man whom he would judge: 
8 we can only appreciate what lives, and every por- 
. trait is dead. 


A curious perſon had read one evening, in one 
of thofe books which amuſe and deceive, that 


thoſe who had great beards were uſually giddy : 
he 
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his choſe to look at his on in the glaſs with a 
candle, and going too near, burnt the half of it, 
and immediately wrote on the — of __ 
book, As for that rule, it is certain. 
Man reſembles only man; he is one Slaps 
point in the creation, and the form of each of his 
members was the reſult of à ſublime thought: 
he is placed upright” on the earth; his foot 
touches it only by one point, as if to warn him 
that he ought not there to fix his affections, and 
that his eternal country is above. In the orga- 
nization of his admirable frame there are hidden 
beauties more admirable ſtill, The hand of God 
has ſolemnly traced a line of demarcation be- 
tween man and the brute ; and I turn away my 
looks from that impious pencil, which, by the 
aid of a few lineaments, dares aſſimilate the 
countenance of man to the 'muzzle of the ſtupid 
ox; or from the obſtinate head of the long- 
necked camel, frame men-horſes, men-lions, men- 
magpies, men-monkeys, &c. | | 
If we take the head of a monkey, and com- 
pare it to that of a man, we ſhall never find in 
the narrow caſe which incloſes the brain of that 
miſchievous being, the ſeat of that brain which 
invented the watch; nor can I believe that an 
aquiline noſe is a ſign of wickedneſs, becauſe it 
recalls the formidable beak of the eagle devour- 
ing his prey. 
The painter uy firſt repreſented Adam and 
Eve 


1 
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Eve in their terreſtrial paradiſe, ſurrounded: by.all 
the animals, peaceful and fubmilive,! formed. a. | 
magnificent and incomparable picture. There. 
every animal has his primitive phyſiognomy, 
from the terrible lion to the innocent ſnueep; but 
the fineſt form is that of man; and when I ſee 
his head proudly riſe above the reſt, I exelaim; 
this is the firſt living being in nature, the reſt 
are formed to creep at his feet. I do not aſſert 
that we muſt not conſult the eyes, the forehead, 
the mouth; yet the mouth compoſes itſelf, the 
eye is hypocritical, the forehead is diſſimulating; 
the hand has an unalterable character, and the 
tread. of the foot cannot be counterfeited. I 
have ſaid, that the laſt and true ſtamp of the 
character of man is on the hand and the foot “. 
The animal has the head and the brain, he has 
neither the hand nor the foot. 8. 

Our forefathers aſſerted that the devil had a 
cloven foot : the wiſe man treats theſe old opi- 
nions with the ſame reſpect as he does old pro- 
verbs: but every thing is extraordinary to habi- 
tual folly and liſtleſſneſs, as every thing is . 
doxical to idleneſs and inattention. 


* T have not ſaid the feet, which wel not have expreſſed 
my idea; ſtill leſs would I ſpeak of the marks of the hand. 
I deſpiſe chiromancy. The hand ſpeaks to thoſe who know 
how to examine it, ſhut or open; this is all I meant to ſay. _ 

+ This devil, or devils, were fauns, ſatyrs, or giiffins; and 
thus, in the moſt horrible degradation of the human ſpecies, 
nature reproduces the head, and not the foot. | 

The 
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The hands: when open, forms a half circle; it 
has the power of ſtopping, by means of culture, 


the petrification of the globe; and of ameliorat-- 


ing, for the benefit of future generations, that 
great nurſe of the human race. The hand forms 


the hymn of adoration on the organ, for the 
tongue ſeems powerleſs for this religious ho- 
mage. He who would give you a perfdious - 
kiſs does not extend his hand to you; the moſt 


eunuch is a frozen hand. If you could ſee the 
hand of Brinvilliers, which mixed poiſon ſeven 
times in the food of her father, you would know 


ſight. | 
When Veſtris ny falls, A again, re- 


gains his feet, detaches himſelf from the ground. 


at his will, ſkims along like a bird, flies with 
rapid grace, and always in perfect equipoiſe, it 
is on the point of his foot that he atts the arch- 
angel. The admiring ſpectators conſider him as 
a great dancer: I diſcern in him quite another 
image. I ſee him looſen himſelf from the earth, 


break the laws of gravitation, become an inhabi- 


tant of air, for ſome minutes aflimilate himſelf to 
his future deſtiny, and form the prelude to thoſe 


days of happineſs and glory when thought and 


motion ſhall be the ſame, - After admiring Veſ- 
tris, mark the ignoble jump of the monkey, oc 
the dance of the bear. 

VOL. II. N £:6h Examine 


it again, for you would en ſhudder at the 


of 
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"Examine the naked foot, examine next how 
man places his foot, and forms, in a more or leſs 
exact manner, the fine-perpendicular hoe! An 
antique ſtatue is ſometimes the finer from being 
man . feature enen tha chiſel or 

It was an ancient e! to kit, in Atepeck 
ful manner, the foot of the dead; N even to 
judge, by the repoſe of the foot, of their ſtate of 
bleſſedneſs. The child with its foot ae een 
itſelf from its maternal priſon; the foot, in 
ſhort, is the baſis of this wonderful edifice, and 
this foot, divinely faſhioned, belongs only to a 
mortal being. Painters and ſculptors affirm, 
that the expreſſion of the foot is the laſt effort 
of their art: that of Milo of Crotona cries, and I 
have no need of ſeeing the ſuffering head. 

The day after the maſſacres of September, I 
walked with ſlow ſtep down the Rue St. Jacques, 
petrified with aſtoniſhment and horror, and fur- 
priſed to ſee the ſky, the elements, the city, and 
its inhabitants, all equally dumb. Two. carts full 
of dead bodies had already paſſed me; a carter 
quietly drove them at mid-day, half buried under 
their black and bloody garments, to the deepeſt 
pits of the plain Mont Rouge, where I then lived. 
A third cart came up——a foot ſtuck out from 
amidſt the heaps of corpſes; at this fight I was 
ſtruck with awe: that foot beamed with immor- 

| „ tality! 
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tallty! tie to Wbom it had belonged was al- 
ready an inhabitant of heaven ! and thoſe remains 
wore an air of majeſty which the eye of the mur- 


derer could not perceive. I ſa that foot; and 


I ſhall know it again at the laſt great day of 
judgment, when the Eternal, ſeated upom thun- 
der, ſhall judge kings and ſeptembriſers. 
A world without God, ſays the atheiſt! But 
Lavater, the reader, and myſelf, who ſee rathet 


a God than a world, while every thing in the 


univerſe and in man is full of the divinity, let 
us ſeek, examine, and diſcover, where is the par- 
ticular ſeal whieh he has en below on his 
favourite creatures. | 


: P ) 


CHAP. CCXXXIV. 
REMEMBRANCES or BABYLON, 

Wirtz Paris offers to the bee of all 
the people in the univerſe the immenſe palace of 
the Tuilleries, and its magnificent garden, the 
colonnade, the Garde Meuble, the mint, the 
portico of Servandini, that of the Pantheon, the 
Palais Royal, and ſo many other ſumptuous edi- 
fices, it will lead them always to with for larger 
A 2 > and 
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and ſtraiter ſtreets, houſes with ſmall abt be. 
tween each other, ſquares more vaſt and airy; 
aqueducts more numerous to uy them, and 
ben dhait ſelubrii y. 
The pictures, the re ie and 9 Wedel of 
Italy will add nothing to its beauty, to its ex- 
ternal convenience. Will this mythological 
world, pent up in its cloſe muſeums, ſpeak. to 
the eyes of the philoſophic traveller as eloquent 
as the place where Babylon, that proud city, 
was ſituated, which occupied, on the eaſtern 
ſhore.of the Euphrates, a ſpace of fix 1 eagues in 
length, and which was near Palmyra, and the 
country of pearls and of gol. | 
No, Paris will. never leave in hiſtory traces of 3 
grandeur and magnificence comparable to that of 
Babylon, whoſe walls ſurpaſſed in heighth the 
towers of Notre Dame, which are 204 feet. 
The : breadth of thoſe walls was 64 feet, and 
three cars might paſs a-breaſt. The walls were 
flanked with 250 towers. The hanging gardens - 
had nearly a ſuperficies of two acres; and let no 
one imagine that the centre of the city was ſo 
overloaded, with houſes as Paris. According to 
the teſtimony. of Quintius Curtius, there were 
no edifices but in the ſpace of 90 ſtadia. The 
buildings were inſulated, in order to prevent the 
rayages of fire. = 
The inhabitants ploughed and owed all the 
reſt and could, in caſe of f hege, ſupport them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves with the grain which they gathered from 
this ſoil. The arable land contained within the 
walls of Babylon was divided into 73,602 acres ; 
and all the ſuperficies of the ground amounted to 
78,509 acres. An acre of ground furniſhed 
enough for the ſubſiſtence. of Ls perſons; and 
the taxes of government amounted TOUT to 
about thirty millions of our money. 
 Dewceilly, an architect, exhibited; many years 
ſince, in the ſalooh of the Louvre, a project of 
the gradual reconſtruction of the ſtreets, of the 
edifices and e of Paris, with . 
ments. | 
This new plan would have given Paris the de- | 
| fired regularity, but left the houſes contiguous to 
each other, made the lovers of the fine arts and 
of antiquity regret the intelligence of the plan 
of Babylon. The modern architett had foreſeen 
neither the events of a ſiege, nor the accidents of 
fire, - againſt which all poſſible ae 
nies would be totally inan r 
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CHAP. CCXXXV. 


"CANT PHRASES: | 

Oxz. of the moſt common reproaches of the | 
Pariſian gentry, which we hear moſt frequently 
repeated, and which circulates continually among 


the thick-headed bourgeoiſie, is this; Why did 


the majority of the Convention ſuffer themfelves 
to be beaten by the minority ; and why, with pure 
intentions, did they not contrive to keep the up- 
permoſt? We reply, that the minority of the 
convention was ſupported by the Jacobins, by 
the commune of Paris, which had the military 
force in its hands, by the royaliſt ſections, and 
by a crowd of foreigners, who perverted the opi- 
nion of the public; we alſo reply, that the peo- 
ple of Paris would never make any diſtinction 
between the republicans and the anarchiſts; that 
they diſſembled to themſelves the tendency which 
they always had towards royaliſm, with the con- 
fuſed hope that a monarch would bring them 


great riches. We may alſo add, that though 


the national repreſentation was the cauſe of their 
ſecurity and opulence, they have never had a 


proper ſentiment of its value; that, continually 


excited by falſe ideas, as the acts of government 
were 
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were only theatrical ſcenes in their eyes mbre or 
leſs curious, more or leſs amuſing, they opened 
their ears like idle ſpectators, rather to the cla- 
mours of impudence than the yoice of wiſdom, 
pteferring always the tricks of intrigue; and even 
acts of violence. The danger of the republic 
was a thing that did not intereſt them; as they 
were in the centre of the motion, they thought 
themſelves out of the whirl; and if there be k 
government, it is conſtituted, in their opinion, 
only to guard them in preference, and hows 
their ſhops. 

Such are Pariſian ideas; 0 they are Fe 

to thoſe which they have formed of their ſupe- 
riority over the other departments; and Patris 
can never renounce the idea, that gold, ſilver, 
warehouſes, and riches of every kind, the depots 
of the arts and ſciences, ent only to the ca- 
pital. 
Between the royaliſt and the anarchiſt Eden, 
the Pariſian has preſerved no medium, but has 
careſſed both in their turn; he has never ſeemed 
alarmed in days of inſurrection: to pleaſe him 
there muſt be ſomething more or leſs ſactious in 
the phyſiognomy ; - the wiſe, the prudent, the 
impartial, the philoſophic, are not men for him. 

His public ſpirit is in general a mixture of 
both factions; and, to ſay all in one word, if he 
durſt be open and decided, it would be for the 


 royaliſt with the red cap. He might have de- 
teſted 


| 4; 
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teſted the tyranny of Robeſpierre and Marat, but 


he was delighted in his heart at the war which 


they made againſt the rich, who were, never- 
theleſs, the perſons he holds in the higheſt vene- 
ration. We may venture to ſay, that their fa- 
vourite, the man who in contrary circumſtances 
would have been truly their idol, he, in ſhort, 
whom they would raiſe to the pinnacle, w was Ba- 
bœuf. n | 
Babœuf and his gang would have op 3 | 
ported by that brutal and numerous crowd, 
which peopled the revolutionary committees, 
and who remember having lain in our beds, and 
drunk the wine of our cellars ; and who, calling 
all thoſe -ariſtocrats and ſuſpected perſons who 
had a library or a pendulum, placed under the 
ſeals all our patrimonial furniture, as property 
which ought to be legally divided. 8 
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CHAP COXXXVI. 
_-. PROFESSORSHIPS. © 


ProFESSORSHTP, if we are not on our guard, 
will take the place of the prieſthood, and create 
again a crowd of men, wordy, preſumptuous, 
and GY, largely paid, and ee uſe- 
le. hs 
There is enough to ſwell the POTN of twenty 
Democritus's, and furniſh pictures to ten Mo- 
lieres, in ſeeing this regiment of profeſſors of the 
human underſtanding, of legiſlation, - of | hiſtory, of 
morality, of folitical economy: ' profeſſ ors, and no 
diſciples! The pupils might in this way call 
themſelves profeſſors, as much as the ee 
themſelves. | 
Profeſſors of hiſtory ! ah, my poor pupil, take 
a book and read. Will thy. profeſſor invent hiſ- 
tory? Are our libraries then reduced to aſhes? 
Political economy, legiſlation, human under- 
ſtanding ! ſtill profeſſors! O my dear Rabelais! 
Thoſe matters, which are ſo nearly allied to 
the deep obſcure, are not taught; man is born 
for theſe kinds of knowledge, he ruſhes into them 
of himſelf , and to direct on this point baſtardizes 
the mind more than it elevates. 
| Now, 
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Now, after ſo many- profeſſors, there muſt be 
alſo profeſſors of foreign languages? Foreign 
languages! I thought that there had been only 
one language i in Europe, that of F rench repub- | 
licans. 7 

Even before the revolution, our language was 
that of Europe; all our books were tranſlated; 
we were ſtrangers no where; we were anſwered 
in French from the mouth of the Tagus to that 
of the Newa. France preluded its high deſtiny 
by its patriotic writers; our tongue will never 
degenerate in the hands of a free people. 8 

Not only is the French language the richeſt in 
works of taſte and genius, but it is alſo the moſt 

amiable, When you underſtand proſe, you com- 
prehend verſe. There is ſcarcely any difference 
between the proſe of Telemachus and the odes 
of Rouſſeau ; it conſtrains every writer to follow 
the eſtabliſhed rules. The moſt illuſtrious writer 
cannot be audacious, nor can the ſeribbler give 
a twiſt to his ſtyle. It is this regularity which 
forces every author, notwithſtanding the purity 
of his genius, to have a certain fort of common 
ſenſe, a clearneſs, an order in his ideas, which is 
not met with amongſt our neighbours, where the 
capricious inverſion and diſorder of periods fa- 
vour every headſtrong imagination. 

Is it not to be feared, that too ſtrict an acquaint- 
ance with foreign tongues may change among 
us that clear and luminous ſtyle, that national 

_ ſtyle; 
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ſtyle, the admiration of Europe; and that we may 
precipitate ourſelves into the bombaſt, or into 
the ſwollen phraſeology of the Eaſt ? | > 

Agreeably to the wiſh hid cy hg 
univerſal, that there ſhould be but one language 
in Europe, cannot we add, wi pride, ou 
ours will obtain this honou.. 

A dead language is fixed, 4 is 
not fo. How gueſs at all thoſe ſhades, fo varia- 
ble and changing? Among all the people of 
Europe there is a lettered and a popular lan» 
guage. We may know the one and be igno- 
rant of the other ; to teach them both is a thing 


impothble. 


The language of Dam is « different vn + 


from that of Merafafio ; the language of N- 
ock is not that of Geſner; and as among us; 
Montaigne, Marot, and Rabelais, have quite a dif- 
ferent ſtile from that of Claulieu, Dorat, and 
Parny, ſo among our neighbours this difference 
of language exiſts between one province and 
another, one town and another. Who will aſſure 
me, that the profeſſor will not teach a particular 
jargon inſtead of a determined language? and 
if, through taſte or error, he ſhould diſtribute 
among his pupils a ſuperannuated language, what 
would it benefit the ſtudent to underſtand Chau- 
cer, and not know how to aſk his way in * 
gli? 


* 


1 hould 
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I ſhould have been guilty of a great abſurdity, 


if I had condemned the ſtudy of the living lan- 


guages. Let me be underſtood : I condemn 


only the rofſſonſſits, becauſe I am convinced by 
my own experience, _ a language is learnt 


only by the eyes. | 
I have been a profeſſor, 41 1 maintain that it 
is as impoſſible, to learn a language from the 


mouth of a public profeſſor, ſpeaking to twenty 
or thirty ſcholars, as it is e of 
making fireworks by ſeeing them let off. #4 © 


- The teaching of a language cannot 25 com- 
an with a phyſical or chymical experiment. 
The pupil muſt exerciſe himſelf in the perpetual 
handling of the dictionary; muſt find his own 
words, muſt examine the compounds, and return 
again upon it; he will then have no need of a 
profeſſor, but of a pedagogue, a private maſter 
entirely to himſelf, patient, zealous, attentive, 
who will lead him ſtep by ſtep, and who will 
not ſuffer him to make a a ſingle one without 


grounding him. It is only in this manner 


that the firſt difficulties of a language are con- 
quered ; and without the conſlant practice of 
ſteps no one will ever aſcend; _ : 

If you wiſh that France ſhould poſſeſs a lite- 
rature truly great, new, and original, leave her, 
Legiſlature, to herſelf The greateſt error in go- 
vernment is the defire of governing every thing. 


It 


”—— 
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If you wiſh public inſtruction to make great pro- 
greſs, protect it, but do not pay it; favour pre- 


ceptors of every kind, but do not let the republic - 


pay them ſalaries ; recompence labour, but do 

not give places; for places are ran after, and 

lazy and chattering profeſſors are idle men, who 
never riſe above mediocrity. 

Thoſe arts of refinement, thoſe brilliant and 
taſteful arts, will thenceforth be cultivated only 
by thoſe who are urged on by irreſiſtible genius, 
the warrant of true ſucceſs. ' Literature is a cup 
ſufficiently intoxicating to invite thoſe who are 
not born to touch it with their lips. Taſte for 
literature has made a crowd of beings wretched. 
Me ſhould thin the flock: of the lettered tribe 
inſtead of extending it, and, I avow it openly, 
for the intereſt of the republic. 


| Superficial ſtudies of a few poets and n 


orators have engendered that horde of newſpaper 
libellers, who, like the locuſts of Egypt, have pu- 


trefied the whole harveſt. The only puniſhment 
to inflict on them is to embolden them to n 
en to! write. 


* 


: 1 
* - 
% 
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Tun ſcandal of the olg of i zatereent lated. 
for ſome tine: z it was a conſequence of the ideas 
and requiſitories of Chaumette: He had informed 
the people that there was nothing after death; 
and when I was à priſoner, my errand-boy; about 
fourteen years old, ſaid to me, There is no 
© longer any God ; there is no other than Robeſ- 
< pierre's ſupreme being.” — had 1 
its ravages. 

But are laws then neceſſary to tel this et | 
to abandon the corpſe of his father; to oblige 
the friend to follow the coffin of his friend; 
not to let it be borne ſolitary away on mercenary 
ſhoulders, without attendance, without mourning, 


animals? One would ſuppoſe that friendſhip, 
love, and nature no longer exiſted. No more 
tears, no more attendance ; the corpſe remained 
unfollowed ; and when it croſſed the ſtreets, no 
one knew if it had left behind a ſingle being 

who had taken an intereſt in it. 
This dereliction, this ſolitude, this cold indif- 
ference for a relative, a mother, or a friend, had 
| ſomething 
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ſomething tod revolting nat to lead us to regret 
the duties of every poliſſied, and even of every 
ſavage nation. It was impoſſible for the dignity 
of man to remain a longet time under ſuch ag- 
gravated inſult: when the ſcaffolding of mate» 
rialiſm was broken down with the ſcaffolds, a 
project of a law was preſented at the tribune, 
which appeared to me in general fo incomplete, 
ſo infufficient, fo dangerouſly innovating, that I 
roſe, and ſpoke in the following manner * : 

< I feel myſelf irrefiſtibly led to this tribune to 
oppoſe the project of a reſolution, which bas 
juſt been preſented to you by Daubermeſnil, 
in the name of a ſpecial commiſſion, in the fit- 
ting of the 21ſt Brumaire, Theſe private inter- 
ments, the objects of a very ſpurious ſenſibility, 
theſe infectious piles, theſe cadaverous flames, 
this ſubſtraction of the dead from the earth, 
our common mother; all theſe innovations on 
long-eſtabliſhed cuſtoms revolt my mind, my 
reaſon, and my feelings. What is the purport _ 


* This diſcourſe will give an idea of the diſpoſition of 
every mind at that time, and of the ſtrange maxims which the 
total. forgetfulneſs of religious principles had ſpread amongſt 
this deluded” and unhappy people. Oh, I will repeat with- 
out ceaſing, that Voltaire, by his licentious writings, has been, 
without knowing or foreſecing i it, the forerunner of Chaumette. 
The journaliſts, in giving an account of my ſpeech, ſaid that 
my voice was weak, and that they had not been able to hear 
me, They heard me but too well! but many love to turn a 
deaf ear when we combat the ſyſtem of materialiſts. 


4 
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of the preſent motion? Jo give us back the 
lares, the domeſtic altars, the cinerary urns, 
the phials, the lacrymatories of the ancients; 
or is it to make us Egyptian mummies, to 
wrap us up in bandages, and throw us back 
into the errors "he CY of Pager 
niſm: 5 

This is the band reading of that Abe 
report which has been made to you. How can | 
we have glided over it ſo lightly? The only. 
perſons who were ever burnt” amongſt us, were 
poiſoners and ſodomites. { 

The groſs plagiaries of ancient 5850 will 
fon introduce the ridiculous uſages of all the 
nations. of the earth, which can be found in dic- 
tionaries ; and our fanciful minds are quick in 
ſprouting! It is who ſhall ranſack his brain to 
copy pictures more or leſs extravagant. 

The funereal ceremonies of the moſt ſuper- 
ſtitious nations are going to give each other the 
meeting in France, and naturalize themſelves 
agreeably to the whims of all proline and _—_ 
maniacs. | 
"> OS Inhumations 4 biirials are Sade de at 

the ſame time with civil, religious, and political 
relations; and theſe relations are fo delicate, 
that we muſt make uſe of the greateſt wiſdom in 
reconciling them. Let us take care that the 
dead do not trouble the repoſe of the living; 


this has been ſeen in many countries; and this 
projet 


ö NI Perus ar rast. 207 


proje@ hes 4 tendeney: to rene it; for: private 
interments, which is the abject af the propo· 
ſition, I ſcar, with ſome feaſon, may lead us to 
troubles as unforeſoen as there have been- Let 


the image af death. laſe nothing! af its charatter; 


to modify it ta the favey of men is degrading: is ; 
let this teligious charaſten be always unifara;- - 


Your already perceive, legiſlators,” ne ex | 


treme difficulty of a lam on theſe ſerious objetts, 
and particularly in ha preſent circumſtances; 
let us do nathing predipitately:; let us rather be 
wiſe and circumſpet, (far: we have a diſpoſition 
ſtill ta abuſe this word-hberty,this abſtra&t term; 
by ſaying that the corpſs of bur neighbours, of 
our wives, af gur friends, belang to us. No 
no | they belong indiſtinctiy to the earth, which 
bas lent them 8 * e . the 
earth alon. 

« Every nova in this kind neigh 1 
proud rivalries, inſolent diſtinttians, and ſaanda- 
lous diſcuſſions, which would be holding out per: 
petual food to ſuſceptible and ſuperſtitious ima · 
ginations; and what more fitted to nouriſh ſuper» 
ſtition than theſe mournful ceremonies, which 
each might modify according to his fancy. . 

If decency has been wounded in our days, 
when à general overthrow: of ideas has taken 
place, ſimple laws of police may, and ſtill can; 


repair ſuch abuſes ; but L can aſſure you, that 


they do not exiſt at the moment I am ſpeaking: 
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-*5' Happy changes” are taking place every day; | 


without tumult, without exertlonf and without: 
noiſe; and it is thus, if I am not deceived, that 
we ſhould act in theſe difficult circumſtances - 


nete a nation Has had the mibfortane of nor 
being able to caſt in a ſingle! mould its religious, 


political, and eivil inſtitutions; or that, in a ſtill 
more difficult dilemma, it finds itſelf in extraor- 
dinary circumſtances, which hinder ſuch à union 
from taking place, it muſt wait the events of 
time for ſuch obſtructions to diſappear- 
It 1s around the tomb that the bea ima- 
gination creates and heaps up phantoms; and it 
would be difficult at that moment to impoſe 
any reſtraint, however little indulgence may have 


nation at ſuch a time becomes as formidable as 
the n RY; which 1 it is buly: in conteta- 


plating. 
When the ſoul, the emanation of PO: ag 


has abandoned the body of the man, this body is 


no longer him, but his cloak ; we ſhould reſpect 
theſe remains, but not idolize them, and take 


— — 


care even to put every thing out of the way 


which might re ſemble him. 1 Pride has built 


mauſoleums, and is always tending to rebuild 
them. What is required by the body deprived 


of the divine breath which animated it? To be 


reſtored to the earth, becauſe it is made to de- 
W itſelf. lowly and ſucceſſively there by 


_- phyſical 
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es known-laws.: Ibis there-thakit pays 
the debt which it contratted when it was born, 
and it is honourable and uſeful only there 
Jo burn bodies, as demanded; by the repotter, 
is a graſs error, if it be not alſola phyſical crime, 
a ſacrilege towards nature; for it is hindering ihe 
return of the component parts, which form the 
riches, dbe nouriſliment, and the ornament of the 
globe. Fire is a deſtructive engine, which changes 
the nature of every thing which it diſſolyes; it 
would take, therefore, from the earth what it has 
a right to expect for the reproduction of vegeta : 
bles, and the formation of calcareous earths. Fire 
vould give every thing to the ait, which would be 
a pure waſte; the pile, beſides, would require com- 
buſtibles, and our foreſts would evaporate in vain 
ſmoke, . of dds, eu hearths and our 
forgeg, en s en Stern dice Hl gi 

The e ſo ignorant in phyſics, have rea- 
ſoned ill on the burning of bodies ;, it ſpreads be- 
ſides an infection, which is however the leaſt in- 
convenience of this inconſiderate uſage. No; 
it ought not to be permitted for every individual 
to take poſſeſſion of the corpſe of his father, of 
his ſon, of his wife, his miſtreſs, and his friend. 
Our houles would ſoon be transformed into 
cemeteries, | and pride would be led to imagine 
obſequies, which would be attended at leaſt 


with dangerous ſingularities. We ſhould again 
ä have 


their appeutatibey und that fyflem of lying would 
can he in vogue which; under the nuthe bf fu- 
vert $yativns, fiotsed emphrvicauy from the 


cen ts muess wech We dhe exhibit with 
Rentatioi; Wild ext 
fignalise 15 Ettipite dh à Tube Which Heites 


in poſſeſſion of nothing more than a mere viſcera. 
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dure Bbdedcomated in es of gold md aer; | 
epitsþhv atid'hired.mburners would agai make 


möuths of pubegyriſts.. 7 7710. {BC 2 55 WO3 Jv 8 2. 8 
The late which ſhould Rade vbrpſes at the dil 


908 the futicies of individuals) would een 
theſe corpſes to profanationy even by eonjugal- br 


fliat tendernefs. Singularity aha falſe fetifibility 
would fead us back te ben eHahnings; and 


favegante; in (ert, would 


the imagination to the moſt dangefous deviatiens. 
Such à one Will carry off car müfdle which we 
name the heurt; and will töt iflaghne that he is 


A ſtupid admirer would"teal the bratm vf ſdme 
ſeientine man, and quppoſe that he is maſter of 
what was his unideeſtaiding: // 0 0 0 

True ſenſibity, {6 diſtinct from Eidülſn, Ab 
taches itſelf not to material and Hideo0s objects, 


but to a letter; a leembfhree; an epgcha; and 


above all, to mort Act. Would you re- eſtubbiſh 
the altars of iddlatry? Let us ſepartite; let s 
diſtinguiſh, let us Preſerve; lets decorate corpſes; 
to-morrow we ſhall addreſs them; to-morroW "We 
Mod ater and a mae whe 

c The 
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— cheat af 
terments, in the building of mauſoleums, and the 


gilding of ſarcophagus. True grief is dumb; 
mqourning dreſſes is not mounning. Ohl ho 
gan ook at the portrait of à dead friend. The 
extravagance of mankind has its full play over | 
the tombs of the dead. Ihe end af human hopes 
and of life has been the ſignal amongſt almoſt 
all pgs of moſt uncouth 1 ' Ceres 
of | nhl have exon became objeds of pride 
and oftentation. ut 

Death A datdofiriaiicn ; let us be carefulleRt 
vain ceremonies plunge us into poetical chime- 
ras, or into ideas ſtill rr nan 9746 
ſtitious * 55˙ 
9 nj ee 

1 | 

* Libs never more ban beer kerne 
the adoption of religious ideas than at the Grep? ,Chaptreu/e of 
Grengble. You are there, indeed, ſtill ip the world, but only to 
recognize its nothingneſs. To hear nothing but the ſound of 
the bell (this ſound cſeems to call aur ſauls, and intraduce 
them into eternity), to ſee only men dumb and pale with peni- 
tence, fixed continually in prayer, we tremble .eyen.at our own 
innocence, in being unable io place ane's foot, except an the 
border. of a precipice or a tomb; ve feel the rottenneis of the 
baſes of fortune, of pleaſures, and of what we call happi- 
neſs, Thoſe white ſhades walking atound that melancholy 
cemetery, develope that ſublime thought of Noung's Man 
dives into the tomb 10 rife immortal. It is there he muſt ter- 
minate the day which will have -no morrow. Every thing 
on that ſpot abandons man to himſelf, and, free from illu- 
ſions, he becomes better acquainted- with truth. Lregret. that 
there 
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There is no bizarrerie which the deſire of ido- 
lizing the dead, and of exhibiting them with 
pomp, would not ſuggeſt to proud, melancholy, 
or - fantaſtic minds, if the law which” conſigns 
the dead to their laſt 'dwelling did not belong 
exclufively to ſociety; and if reaſoh as well as 
policy did not imperioufly command it. I know 
no law” more diſaſtrous for religion and morality 
than that which ſhould abandon corpſes to the 
changeable caprices of the interrers, or the frenzy 
of blind tenderneſs.” Human aſhes, from the 
ſuperabundance of homage arid ceremony which 
would be paid them, would be no longer ſacred ; 
at leaſt pride would give a frequent wound to 
equality, and at a moment in which we ae __ 
all become in reality equal. 

lt is charity which preſcribes the fr a mode of 
burial; it would be vanity, arrogance, the fome- 
diſm of ſentiment, which ſhould ordain the latter. 
When man re- deſcends into himſelf, he finds 
a world more aſtoniſhing ſtill than that which 
ſurrounds — What is our dody ? | 


thereis no e, any of thoſe flent ay exiſting, in \ which 
man, haraſſed and burnt up by worldly paſſions, might go io 
cool and regenerate himſelf, by taſting that repoſe, or rather that 
intimate joy, which we feel under the empire of religion, when 
we are ſincerely in ſubjection to it; I mean that religion which, 
far from every kind of idolatry, conſiſts in finding God in 
- ourſelves, in confiding in him, in adoring and loving him, 
and in the lively hope of an happineſs which he alone can be- 
ſtow. It is thus only that undeluded men can fly from che 
world, and innocence ſhelter itſelf from the wicked. 


41 
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«It is matter. only. transhgured, which circulates 
on a tn individual varieties are con: 
tinually turning around the eternabty pe 3 hut the 
action of producing and vivify ing is of an · order 

too elevated for us to be inſtructed:in ĩt by divine 
power. The principle which ſerves to balance 
life and death will; be never laid open to man 
as long as he ſhall be an occafional agent, Who 
receives life without feeling it, and ho gives it 
without conceiving it ; but this ignorance! it. is 
death which will deliver us from it, by leading us 
back to the ſource of ideas 
dd is the immediate author of our ſenſations, 
and our bodies exiſt only in idea. Every ſenſa- 
tion paſſing in the ſoul,” and having God only for 
its author, is the only e exiſting i in * a to 
matter. aue 5,06 

The forrituality of the font is not only 3 
but alſo an inherent and unjverſal ſentiment; ſince 
ideas are the aliment of the ſoul, and we con- 
ſole ourſelves for the ſtroke of death 3 the Ran 
life is but the prelude of a better. 

> There 1 is an immutable relation between the 
hope of another life and virtue; and if this hope 
often produces morality, it happens ſtill oftener 
that it is the moral goodneſs of the man which 
produces hope, 

« We have a diſtin&t knowledge of wetting 
which is not material; and when we deſcend into 
ourſelves, we are conſtrained to ayow that if there 

. exiſt 


36 VEW BICDURE/ OP ran. 


5 bee a eee eee 


Tneught is but the 'developement of à thing uni- 


hug, indiviſible, indeſtructible; matter oan have 


hd he ledge or perception; it does mot exiſt. 
« Ah, why ſhould not à lively ſentiment be a 


profound reaſoning? What is it in us which 


| Pixeives beauty, harmony? | We thall find that 
it is ſomething immaterial, I cannot conceive a 


man without-chvughy, IſtinQ, und nean, the 
ſign of both natures, ſays Paſcal. 18368 

The univerſe contains me, and been me 
up as a point, and 1 by thought ſwallow up 


me univerſe. Although this paſſage of the ſame 
author offers abuſes'of terms, it nevertheleſs gives 


a great idea of men, Plato has faid, we have ah 
intimate ſenſe which perceives the future. 

_< Behold death elanking the keys of the tomb 
What a misfortune to believe nothing beyond it! 


Who is he that feels with tranſport the mild 


harmony of nature? He who believes in another 
ft. But it is the corruption of great ſocieties 


which depraves dur mind; a feoret ſentiment = 


'oalls us back to our celeſtial origin. The ſtars 
by are 


_ exiſt any ſiced permanent truth, it in that ö che 
immertalty of the fou, We ſhall always be 
forced'to ackyowletge that the mind and bod? 
ure really diſtinct, and that wr cannot confound == 
mem without overthrowing eee "Wb: 
and moſt reaſonablè opinions. 


199 'QU * 


What is existence but the confciouſneſs of ſelf. 


— — 
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art divinecyphers Wide bh the besen de müie 
us real above our heads the bock in Which che 
Eterftal has written his name. 
Out paſſions tyraniiize us, amd we ſhut" our 
ear to the Velen e een to ware 
confoles us. ien d 515K £10 er 25. 

1e feel burfetves united do u creating being! 
What” is dere hen 9 this = 
tion ORE 2D een 

Nie otter and calamtties of the wa 
world; what a Rowe without the NE 
of e Poul! 8 

* It was aevſety thut the dine breath Meld 
animate our firſt thoughts. It is certain that we 
have ideas independent of ſenſutions, otherwiſe 
man would be only a watch. How is it we re- 
folve geometrical queſtions at eight years of age? 
Pardon me, legiſlators, if I have been too diffuſe 
in giving my ideas on the confoling ſentiment of 
the imftortality of the ſoul; it has faſtained me 
in times of opprefſion and tyranny; it has grven 
me that calm and courage which 1 ſhould 
have ſcarcely found elſewhere; it would have 
made me march to the ſcaffold tranquil and re- 
ſigned.” But 1 return to the queſtion TefpeRting 
private interments. Citizenreprefentatives, (and 
I beg you to mark), they would give full Tight 
and authority to exterminations. After having 
entruſted interments to the arbitrary ideas of rela- 
tions or neighbours, they would have a right to 
place 
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place or diſplace the dead at their pleaſure,;; We 
Hould be every year witneſſing new ſcenes of 
an indecent piece of fally,; or | a, ridiculous la? 

erymania. . Domeſtic preparations would take 

place, which coming” acroſs other images, and 
as it were on a ſudden, might affright or afflict 
ſations on fibres too ſuſceptible, on thoſe of in- 
fancy and youth. A funereal ceremony would 
affect the young bride; the ſongs of mourning 
would interrupt thoſe of joy. But nature has 
impreſſed a repulſive aſpect on corpſes, in order 


that they may be carefully concealed. from every 


eye. Maniacs might rehearſe at thelr fancy the 
ſpectacle offimulated grief. - 35; 378 
Religion had placed the — ws its ſacred 
and immutable ſafeguard; let a political law be 
its imitator on this point; let it keep under its 
empire the wrecks of humanity without permit- 
ting their diſperſion, which would be the germ 
of ſcandal and folly; and if we have examples to 
borrow from the ancients, let jt not be their bad 
uſages," eſpecially when infected with the ſpirit 
of idolatry, Is it nat that ſpirit which has ex- 
tinguiſhed in man all great and elevated ideas, 
and which has IE him down to the level of 
idols. 
« What abuſes would reſult 15 this pretend- 
ed liberty, which, to my very great aſtoniſhment, 
your commiſſion propoſes for our acceptance? 


Would - 


; n aw 


Would you play then with the dead? they 
would be no longer ſure of repoſing in peace. 
The-maniaes are more numerous than you think. 
| Senfibiliſm, permit me again to uſe this term, is the 
portion of a multitude of weak and little beings, 
of feveriſty ſentiments, and of ſuch as are the eter- 
nal comedians of true ſenſibilit . 
Alf the progreſs of n the tranſ- 
port of a few corpſes: into our amphitheatres, 
prudence and wiſdom are careſul that the eyes 
of thoſe who are unconcerned in the operations 
ſhould not be daily ſhocked ; but does it not ſome- 
times happen, in ſpite. of theſe precautions, that 
the eye has been ſtruck with theſe frightful 
ſcenes, and that the people, ſtarting back with 
horror, have taken the ſtudious work of the e 
for the horrible crime of an aſſaſſin? | 
«, How much-:does it Fab bj ie: to re- 
move corpſes . of every age and ſex from the 
phantaſies of pride, and the errors of ſeritiment! 
To grant them to him who: ſhould: claim under 
pretence of parentage or ſentimental connexion, 
would be opening the moſt unlimited field to per- 
haps ſacrilegious abuſes; we cannot calculate, 
at leaſt, the effects of ſo imprudent à permiſſion, 
ſince this toleration, beſides ſhocking a crowd of 
religious ideas, would act in a manner ſo diffe- 
rent with reſpect to popular ideas, already ſo va- 
riable, already ſo extraordinary, ſince our revolu- 
tion. French heads are no longer the ſame; they 


have 
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the mind of the public, kas demanded a year 


for the accompliſhment of their project. It feems 
to me impracticable under every point of view, 
a year hende as much as to- day, and I cannot 
recover my aſtoniſhment that we ſhould have 
Ho grokly mn the . 3 bes 
1 of tes 

Bri e n in my oum maine the 
ne of the fifth article, conceined in theſe 


terms: Every perſon is permitted to burn, ar 


inter, in whatever place he ſliall think fit, the 
body of his relatives, or of ſuch as hall be dear 
to him, conforming himſelf nevertheleſs to- the 
« laws of police and of ſalubrity. The impaſ- 
ſiemed head of a romantic young man decorat- 
ing tombs and ſcribbling epitaphs could mot 
have more completely confounded the expreſſions, 
which are dear to him. What a latitude ! it terri- 
ſies my imagination! in | whatever glace he fhatl 
think fit. What a promenade for the dead! what 
n career open to the wildeſt ideas! And this is 
-what they venture to propoſe. Na, Iwiſh for none 
of their infectious piles; I wiſh for none of thoſe 
-domeſtic eemeteries, of thoſe gardens paved with 
the dead, of thoſe preſſes where one man will 


thing ; ae n mee the reghibiicens 


ſhew © 


have made as many commentarĩes on the word . 


9 — 
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ſhew me his grandfather, another his great uncle. 
Our chimney-pieces would be ornamented with 
embryos inſtead of Chineſe 'mandarins ; human 
extravagance would waſte itſeiſ on objects formed 
to ſtrengthen it; I wiſh, in ſhort, for none of 
thoſe trahflatfotis'6f corpſes; and ature and po- 
licy, the police and ſalubrity, are equally averſe 
to it. Private burials are a crime againſt t the  peac: 

lane of e l "+; 
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"4p is no longer with lla night-caps, pls 
loons, dirty thirts, 'and tucked-up Tleeves;: that 
the exerciſe of the ſovereignty of the people ail: 
plays itſelf. 'A decent and even dignified de- 
meanour is what we Yemark in the "cteftors of 
Paris. Cabriolets, berlins, and phaetons, bring 
and take back a a part of the members of the af. 


ſembly. Let us take cate, however, that hixury, 


and all the vices it voy, ps a0 not ares 
themſelyes among us. 1 3 
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Peet dere Kano in eabrets/ Ad Corpe 
fponded from one quarter to another. *Alt the“ 
correſponding ſounds were united to a” commot | 
centre; ſome event was expected whenever they 
redoubled their noife : you liſtened for a long 
time, but comprehended nothing: thoſe ſounds 
were, however, the tongue” of fedition. | Thoſe 
conſpiracies, though ſo loudly proclaimed, were 
not on that account leſs dark and fecret. . 

It has bed! obſerved,” that? when fires took 
place, the ſignal was more quick, rapid, and 
piercing. At the time of the fre ut the Celeſtins, 
near the arſenal, my head was ſplit the even- 
ing; preceding. with, the ſounds of horns; ano- 
ther time it was the cracking of whips ; on certain | 
days it is the noiſe of gunpowder crackers : e 
wete tormented by thoſe loud and daily alarms, 

It is in this manner we have lived for eight 
years paſt. At the theatres ſome thundered out 
the Marſeillois hymn; others hiſſed and groaned, 
in order to hinder the continuance of the ſong, 
and demanded, with menaces, ſome other piece 
than that which was to be repreſented. It is 


e eight years that we have been in full revo- 
lution; 


£. 
LY * — 
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lation3/-it is this day eight: yeats that the fall of 
the Baſtile ſhook:the:foundation-6f the molt- an- 
cient monarchy of Europe. Ho many events 
wiat a hiſtory! how long We Raverlived during 
theſe eight years! We are how Being to cele- 
brate the commemoration; of; the 14th of July; 5 


our poſterity will be ſtill more diſpoſed, than our · 


ſelves to celebrate the anniverſary; of ſa, memora- 
ble an epocha. We have had the labour, and 
they will reap the fruit; they will forget our Jar 
bours, our dangers, our combat; they will, per- 
haps; load us with: unjuſt reprogehes, becauſe it 
will be-impoſlible; for them to have any juſt idea 
of the tempeſts by which we haye been beaten; 
but whether they honour our memory or not, 
there is one ſentiment which conſoles me for 
every ling: I was born 4 lebe 7 felt die d re- 
n. n 57050 

„ a true Ray they, ks to have ſeen 
the celebrated epochas of the 44th- of July, the 
4th of Auguſt, the õth of October, 21ſt of June, 
10th of Auguſt, 3 1ſt of May, 13th Vendemiaire, and 


18th FruQtidor ; they ſhould have deſcended into 


dungeons, be tied to the plank of the guillotine; 


and have been in continual view of death, either | 


by the fury or error of a great people in inſurrec- 
tion. What does it matter? my wearied life 
has been full; I have ſeen what other men have 
not; I have been preſent at terrible and diſ- 
aſtrous commotions, which enlarge and fortify the 

ſoul, 


959 
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fouls which render it fuperior to events; and | 
make ĩt brave death. I would not excbange this 
ſtormy but inſtruttive exiſtente for another more 
ealm and tranquil, - After what Wen 
munen my mind. ere gie Soil 

I have AA before) me the images ey the 


View 4 8 Vespa e- day the noiſe af 


drums, the retreat, the beat to arms, the cry of 
the ſeQionaries; the claſh of ſabres the fear of 
ſome, the ferocleus joy of others, predictions of | 
the moſt frghtful cataſtrophes, the neoeſſity af 
marching between wyaliſts and anurchiſts; and 
when they rallied and joined their forces; there 
was Seem "oa he the e err N 
fion of blood. Rei vad?! odio 100 
And what" Afinations)! Paris: aſſaſſinated 
Michael Lepelletier, St. Fargeau; Charlotte 
Corday poignarded Marat; Robefpierre, envying 
Collet d'Herbois the dense of the attempt on 
his life, dreams, and publiſhes that a girl of ſix · 
teen wanted to attempt his days; Tallien, ſind- 
ing his thermidorian influence on the wing, con- 


trives to be miſſed by a piſto-ſhot in the Rue de 
Ferle; the young and innocent Ferraud is mur- 


dered at the foot of the tribune by furies who 


nid themſelves in the crowd; Lepelletier is aſſaſ- 


ſinated at Chartres; and Syeyes was deſperately 
wounded by a prieft. named Poule ; a''tribunal 
condemned this laſt only to the galties. What 


3 If there have been any ſuch of old, I do 
not 
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not recollect them aud amidſt ſo many horrors, 
balls, concerts, galas, new. dreſſes rivalling each 
other in brilliancy, uſeleſs expences, an we com- 
plain of robbers, mud, and the want of lamps? 
There have, however, been days in which 
Paris was perfectly calm, in which we had no 
more the appearance of being in war than in 
revolution. Foreigners, who read our newſpapers, 
ſee us covered with nothing but blood, tatters, 
and all the livery of miſery. What muſt be their 
ſurprize, in arriving at Paris. by the road of 
Chaillot, and croſſing that magnificent avenue of 
the Champs Elyſees, bordered on both ſides with 
elegant phaetons, and peopled with charming 
women; continuing their route, attracted by that 
magical perſpective, acroſs the garden of, the 
Tuilleries; traverſing this beautiful garden, more 
rich and better kept up than it was even in the 
moſt proſperous times of the monarchy? What 
muſt they think of the French and of their newſ- 
papers, of their hiſtory, and of their miſery ?:  ;; 
The women are brilliant, the carriages, nume- - 
rous, and the Bois de Bologne crowded. We hear 
nothing, however, but the cry of miſery; and 
the cauſe of this is, that behind theſe rich tape- 
ſtries are hidden the rentiers, the ſtate penſoners, 
the unfortunate, who have been cruſhed. by the 
revolution. Thoſe perſons exclaim, and they 
have juſt cauſe. A Juvenal would alſo make 
the air-reſound with his. cries; but could-he make 
VOL. 11. Aa „ ene 
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is voice ſufficiently heard, ſo as to put an end to 
the hidebus contraſt of the "moſt infolent luxury 
e, e en rr 
miſery? * | 
Such is the almoſt inevitable 00 of . im- 
menſe population. The word equality does no- 
ching for the thing; that is the work of time, and 
2 civil inſtitutions the moſt difficult to trace 
How ſhall we remedy the inequality of 
> how fix a juſt medium, while it is ſo 
natural for the governed as well as the gover- 
nors to precipitate themſelves into extremes? If 
you have induſtry, you will neceſſarily have lux - 
ury, and you will have poor ; if 'you have no 
induſtry, 'you will have an equality of miſery. 
| Democratic and deſpotic equality are ſituated at 
| two oppoſite points of the political axis; they are 
equally dangerous. Where is the ſecret of going 
on a long time without uu. Fog ds or te other 
df theſe rocks ? | 
But I hear the complainings of ſome worthy 
father of a family. Look a little, ſays he, at 
that fine equality which reigns among citizens 
at Paris! After eleven o'clock, the foot · puſſen- 
gers, who walk before a guard-houſe, are obliged 
to enter, and produce their card of ſurety, or 
their paſſport ; but the ſmart gentlemen in car- 
riages have the privilege of paſſing and repaſſing 
without any inquiry. Is the being rich enough to 
have a carriage, or hire a 27 amr Hans: wa a brevet 
of civiſm, 


For 


3 
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CARDS OF RESTAURATEURS, 

You receive them as you enter, pant a 
ſheet in folio. One man, leaning with both el- 
bows on the table, ſtudies a long time before he 
decides ; another feels his fob, to ſee if he has 
enough to pay for his dinner, for no one now 
dines cheap. Calculate well, if you do not wiſh 
to be taken unawares, and obliged to leave your 
watch or ſnuff-box at the bar, in mortgage for 
half a capon. 

- You fee the price plainly marked; vn yen to 
not ſee the diſn: when it comes on the table, 
what it contains might be ſerved up in a ſau@er. 
You behold in the firmament the increaſe of the 
moon; at the reſtaurateurs, you ſee nothing but 
the decreaſe of the diſh ; but the price is fixed 
and irrevocable as the polar ſtar. The meat is 
cut, in filigree, bye and bye it will be cut in 
laces. One would ſuppoſe that oxen were 

Aa 2 n 
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| dviddlediints the ſize of tuxkies; half an ounce 
bas taken place of half-a pound ;. the apothecary 
does not weigh out his doſes more {crupulouſly; 
When you aſk for a cut of eel 2 /a zartare, they 
bring it you; but this cut is not above an inch 
and a half in length: take care that the card 
expreſſes how many inches you ſhould have, 
without which your cut will be only a little roll. 
It is the ſame with all other diſhes; they are all 
of the moſt delicate ſmallneſs; you would ima- 
gine that they were only bringing you ſamples of 
ſome future repaſt. Alas, citizen-cooks, I do 
not want to have a coat made; I want to dine. 
There would not be money enough in Paris to 
give a ſingle dinner to every individual in Paris, 
at the price that coſts a ale repaſt, not far 
from the Peron. 1 
Leet your purſe, when you enter a eee 8. 
be better furniſhed than the card, and take care 
that you do not faſt, though you pay a good 
deal. Nothing is more deceiving than the view 
of the prices, . becauſe the reſtaurateur, though 
fat and thick, looks upon all thoſe. whom he en- 
tertains as real Lilliputians. A. wag ſaid, © I 
will make my dinner in five acts, with change 
of ſcenery, but not in the ſame theatre?“ 
There are ſome droll terms in theſe cards. 
We hear a waiter crying out to a kind of maitre 
d'hotel, Bring a potage d /a ci- devant reine, with 
| 2 95 © _ two 


NE pretun® br PARIS . 
two kidneys 4 14 brochette't bring a yotagh 3 


c-devant Conde, with à ragout of hare.” There 


you eat the potage of that Conde, who fled fo 
quick, ang fo far, which ſounds along the ta- 
bles, and which ſignifies 07's wp, which hon 
OUS Ie N MOTO 727 M7" $0 
A ſole au gratin,” ſqueaks a little trill 120 
feminine pipe; A quarter of a 3 un 
a ſtrong and maſculine voice.. 
Four potage, your petits pates, your cutlets, 
your fricandeau, your apple, your biſcuit, all is 
enregiſtered the moment you ſwallow it; and if 
your ſtomach doubts what you have ſwallowed, 
a proces-yerbal places it before your eyes. For 
as to'the account,” it is made 'after the rules of 
Bareme ; Pays and 1 a you to go and — 
elſe where. 

They offer you' at theſe tables the Lives of a 


Cordelier turned player, addreſſed to a Carmelite" be- 


come a milliner. There is nothing but the title 


which is piquant. If you liſten to what is paſ- 


ſing around you, you find a droll mixture of 
folly and reaſon, ſorrow and gaiety, filence and 
noiſe, wit and ſtupidity, of ſlavery and liberty ; 
the converſation is a true mm en like the 
diſhes. 


At the Courtille, the petit Pologne, new 


France, the traiteurs are more loyal than thoſe. 


in the city; in theſe guinguettes, you ſee the 
diſh 
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diſh together with the price; you may compare 
them, and take them away, dreſt or undreſt. 
The old - clothes men ſell their merchandiſe in the 
ſhade, in order to conceal the ſpots; the reſtau 
rateurs ſell diſhes inviſible, and which the ſcul- 
lions never diſplay till you are engaged; the 
reſtaurateurs; deſerve therefore the wth of * 
as much as the cloathſmen. EG | 
They get rich pretty faſt; and what AST 


this is, that you ſee; written up in great charac- | 


ters, Such a one, ſucceſſor to ſuch a one. Leda 
already rivals the celebrated Meot. Eating is 
the fundamental baſis of ſociety at preſent; eat- 
ing is the only ſerious occupation; to dine well is 


the ſummum bonum; and all thoſe looking-glaſſes 


which decorate the rooms of theſe reſtaurateurs, 
reflect nought but egotiſm devouring every thing 


at its eafe ; and which, when it has Gee, is 
n with no one's misfortunes. — 
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PRIMARY ASSEMBLIES OF vun YEAR 6. 


IT is, above all at * * bee 
aſſemblies, that the enemies of the republic are 
careful in diſtributing their parts to thoſe whom 
they think moſt capable of filling them. They 
have their frow/ers, their commiſerators, their calum- 
niators, and their diuiders; thoſe laſt are ſpe- 
cially commiſſioned to break up the union which 
reigns amongſt the moſt decided republicans ; 
to kindle their perſonal paſſions, for which, ne- 
glecting the affairs of the republic, and employ- 
ing themſelves only about their own private 
intereſt, they fall into certain deviations, which 
ſubje& them to a warrant of arreſt. Then they 
ſay to them, You ſee now that theſe arbitrary 
« impriſonments weigh upon republicans as well 
« as royaliſts. There is no knowing where we 
are. Every thing is topſy-turvy. Is it not 


better to ſave twenty who are guilty, than con- 


demn one who is innocent? And in this 
* ſtate of things, would it not be as juſt as it 
would be politic, to give all their liberty?“ 
Then would come an amneſty; after an am- 
neſty, nee, ; after conſpiracies, treaſon ; 


after 
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after treaſon, civil war; and this is the happy 
moment our enemies: are looking. for, to deſtroy 


the republican government, and ſet Tarquin 
again on the trage * Hare- the Rs 6s with 
him. 

Mirabeau ſaid, mats; 5 of tlem is 
wiſhing only for a ſhred of the royal cloak. | 
No! the republic will not periſii, it is immor- 
tal. The royaliſts, affrighted at the ſucceſs of 
the 18th. Fructidor, begin to be afraid. They 


exclaim in their rage, O ſirſt of Vendemiaire! 


% abhorred day, in which the throne was broken 


Day more horrible ſtill, loth of Auguſt, in 


„which the throne was annihilated, and we 
* alſo. Till lately, crouching at the look of 
« kings, and the nobility, the people felt them- 
* ſelves honoured by one of our ſmiles; a ſingle 
« word from our lips made them happy, or forced 
them to tremble. At that time they did not 
© know their ſtrength; but every thing has 
« changed: we were for a long time difficult to 
e be perſuaded, that France could exiſt without 
« a king and without nobles; France has taught 
« jt us to our ſorrow. O accurſed day, O firſt of 
« Vendemiaire (6th year)! how are all our pro- 
« jects overthrown! . . . . Coaleſced Europe, our 
« knights of Coblentz, our heroes of the poig- 
« nard, our black huffars of Tivoli and Italy, our 


„ marſhal Pichegru, the bells of Camille Jordan, 


«even the homilies of Laharpe, all has been 
| « wrecked 


naw eee, oi "7 


«hero of r O Ay O my 
King! ſuffer your rebel ſubjects to celebrate 
e this firſt of Vendemiaire ; the next year you 
« ſhall celebrate St. Lewis in your pariſh of 
« Verſailles; we ſwear it by the holy phial, and 
eon our ſwords. 2 | 

And we ſay on our parts, * Hail, firſt of Ven- 
« demiaire, to the end of ages! thou wert for 
France what Hercules was, when he cleanſed the 
e ſtable of Augeas; what Jupiter was, when he 
*« conquered the Titans; hail!” 

What proves that a decree in favour of the 
prieſts, monks, and monkeſſes had been projected 
in the union at Clichy, is the ingenuous decla- 
ration of a Carme arreſted at Saintes, in the ha- 
bit of his order. The news had been ſpread in 
Spain,“ ſaid the monk, that the legiſlative 
body of France was going to put things in 
* fatu quo, relating to the religious orders; and 
„give us back our eſtates and bur convents.” 
The declaration of this Carme agreed perfectly 
with what was paſſing under our own eyes. Dreſſes 
of monks and nuns had been making for ſome 
time paſt in Paris. This is not all: there exiſts 
in the houſe of.. . Rue Honore, a ſociety of 
novices, who appeared in the court, and at the 
windows, in ſtomachers and veils. In the ſame 
houſe is a charming little refractory abbe, who 
from his window enters into converſation with 

thoſe 
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thofe beguines, and who ſays to wet lt enery 
moment in a gentle tone, Patience ladies, pa- 
by 10 aro the n n n * 19805 
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IuIs law was projected in 1790, in the whin- 
ing papers of the Duke d' Orleans, of that prince 
revolutionary for his own. advantage, corrupted 
and guillotined, and who had a virtuous woman 
for his wife. This fundamental law was decreed  _ 
the 20th September 1792, in an evening fitting, 
without diſcuſhon, by fitting and riſing, and 
cauſed a general mourning. throughout France, 
ſcandalizing foreigners, who have loaded us with 
ſo many reproaches on account of it ſince. Thoſe 
who are the friends to ſocial order, and indeed 
all men of ſenſe, acknowledged that it opened 2 
wide door to the licentiouſneſs and depravity of 


manners, which was already ſo general, | 
It was much worſe when the convention de- 
creed the additional laws reſpecting diverce; of | 


the 8th Nivoſe, and the 4th Floreal, 2d year, 
which 
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Whichchaye ſo much baumd- the diſſoluteneſs 
of the paſſions. de 10 ei iin AGE 


By thoſe laws, the ads abſence of fix 
months is a ſufficient plea for divarce ; and either 
of the parties may contract without delay a new 
marriage: in conſequence of which, the only fe- 
male claimants for divorce were the wives of de- 
fenders of the country, and of public function- 
aries, diſtant from their-home for the ſervice of 
the republic. The legiſlators Oudot and Pons- 
de-Verdun had even announced a new project 
of a law, which ſhould-make divorce more eaſy ; 
but this divorcing paſhon was ſpeedily repreſſed. 
Attornies and pleaders ſeized. with avidity on 
thoſe fatal decrees, and a diſſolution took place 
in the bonds. of ſociety. Every debauched, un- 
principled, ambitious, immoral man, Tatished his 
inordinate taſte, his reſentment, and his avarice. 
No one can imagine the abuſes which have re- 
ſulted from thoſe: laws ſo clumſily conſtrued, 
and-ſo favourable to immorality. There was no 
longer any reſpe& paid to oaths, to perſons, or 
to properties, How many private diforders have 
corrupted: public morality, and is the veound 
moſt difficult to cure. 

Nevertheleſs, the numberle * abuſes, the hi- 
deous ſyſtem of libertiniſm, which divorce ap- 
pears to have introduced into our manners, are 
not ſo much the effects of the inſtitution itſelf, 
as of the bad law which ſanctified it at firſt. Re- 


form 


4 
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form this law, and thoſe which follow it; put 
ſuch conditions on divorce as ſhould make it 
very diffeult to be obtained, and you will then 
have fulfilled your duty, and conciliated the in- 
TOW of greg per a with __ Me ae ge” 
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FIGURES IN THE ron rie or * NOTRE DAME. 
es you ne h thoſs kingk of the 
portico of Notre Dame, thoſe unformed maſſes, 
thick as elephants, which formed a long proceſ- 
fion in the niches of the front of the firſt church 
of Paris? All the firſt race was there, and pretty 
well blackened by time; but you might diſtinguiſh 
the monarchs in ſtone, which was cotemporary 
with the ages in which they lived, and who all 
in one day have been levelled with the earth. 
Do you know what is become of them? They 
lie in heaps on each other behind the church, 
where they are buried under every kind of filth. 
Their gigantic ſize attracts the looks of every 
paſſenger ; and their great ſceptres in their hands, 
and the different and droll mutilations which 
they 


0 NEW. PICTURE OF PARIS. - 365 


they have received, force a ſmile of pity, when 
we reflect on the ſingular decrees of time, and 
the ſtrange ſtrokes of fate. | 

Chance, without doubt, rather than miſchievous 
intention, has preſided over this groteſque and 
humiliating degradation; but it is unneceſſary 
that both ſight and ſmell ſhould be offended by 
their preſence.” q "TRAP biſtoty' fmells ill bags 
already. 085 duduq = ν J 

A grenadier, with his pipe in his own! 
ſcales the protuberant belly of Charlemagne, and 
lops off, without fear and without reproach; the 
emperor's great noſe, taking a tranquil ſurvey 6f 
the other coloſſuſes, who have ſtill their crowns 
on their heads. His « comrade” follows his ex- 
ample,” without condeſcending to enquite the 
name of the viſage which he is going to disfigure. 
King Pepin is there, ſword in hand, and a lion 
under his feet, in commemoration of that which 
he killed in a combat which took place in the 
abbey of Ferrieres; his lion and his ſword remain 
motionleſs in ſpite of ſo many inſults. : 

Such is at preſent in Paris the new St. Denis, or 
rather the muſeum of thoſe antique and royal 
ſtatues. The virtuoſo, in croſſing it, holds his 
noſe, fearing leſt thoſe effigies, more ſtinking than 
| n ſhould rr the pager: 
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Turan was in the e ee ue Jacob Dur 
4 pont, who made a public declaration at the tri- | 
$ bune of his being an atheiſt. - This fanfaronade, 
F: the value of. which was duly, appreciated. at the 
time, was treaſured up by every foreign writer 
hoſtile. to the revolution. They calumniated the 
0 whole convention, and made of us what the hard 
| Janſeniſts, in their theological diſputes, made. of 
_ a the Moliniſts. From that time the deputies have 
been conſidered . by certain, weak-headed, men as 
men capable of every crime. 

Jacob Dupont has therefore done the 3 
injury to an aſſembly, which, I am confident, con- 
tained no decided atheiſts, and this is more than 
we have ſeen in * MET n leſs made 

f to harbour them. 

1 This Jacob Dupont 7 was a — — "fel. 

q ow, who ſtuck up a courſe of public inſtruction 
on the walls in Paris, and wanted to ſet up his 
pulpit ſometimes i in the ſquare of the Revolution, 
and ſometimes in the church of Notre Dame. 
He taught every thing, was verſed in all ſciences, 
and wrote to the two councils to be made public 


and umverſal profeſſor. 4 
| t 
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At any other time, ſuch a madman would have 
excited nothing but a ſmile; but there were fomany 
other jugglers in different fiyles, that this man has 
| . — 
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 Hoxove to our own times, which, 108 the 
Janſeniſts, the Economiſts, the Maratiſts, have 
engendered alſo the Mr. The Fitiaticer (or 
he whom we are agreed to call by that name), 
talks alſo of morality; for there is no one but the 
banker which barters money; a financer is mo- 
deſt, he would not dare to do it; rn wan 
he fits in the legiſlative body. mn 

We will take the liberty here of repeating to 
the financer the argument to which he has turned 
a deaf ear, and which is, that for upwards of 
three years paſt, notwithſtanding the drawing 
of the lottery has been diſcontinued in France, 
ſpeculations in foreign lotteries have conſtantly 
taken place, and even at this moment the lottery 
of Cologne, which is drawn every decade for 
the benefit of the emigrants, is eagerly fallowed: 
10 '. _* > *:+ "MME 
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Here che ſpeculators purchaſe their chen at 
private offices or of bankers, Who, being all in 
direct oppoſition to the law, play a double trick 
on the purchaſer, either by not paying him wen 
there turns up a conſiderable prize, or by ſubſti- 
tuting falſe tickets in place of thoſe really drawn. 
The true morality of the Yenerables* ought to 
have been, or I am much dereived, to ſave the 
2 ueny bon, 
they are continually the dupes. , - 5 
If, therefore, no law, % hitshibition, could 
ſtop this fury of running the chance of lotteries, 
why ſhould not the government have made fo 
univerfal a paſſion turn to its owi advantage, 
eſpecially if it was deſirous of applying the bene- 
fit to means which ſhould concur to the public 
good? This is the true point of view, under 
which we ought to conſider the queſtion: tie 
reſt is: declamation, i ee, or intentional Here | 

verſity. 
| Itis the exceſs of gerd to ke: ns ” 
me as the champion of the Joto. I have ſaid re- 
peatedly, that it is for mathematicians to giye us 
1 the mode of the eſtabliſhment of a lottery founded 
T on new calculations, ingenious and truly philan- 
thropical ; and ſince there has been a talk about 
immorality, it might t take place if on one ſide the 
government expoſed itſelf to.a loſs, or if on the 


Alluſion to the council of the elders, The had at feſt re- 
| jected every plan of a lottery. | 
other 


* 
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other it gained more than is allowed to a public 
game granted to that hope which is the ſpring of 
action in every mind. To ſhut the door againſt va- 


grant knavery, wh ch haunts Nd a blic places with 
an impudence that N chi preſs; to make 


the chances more favourable to the: ſpeculator; to 
137 purchaſers from going to to forei offices; to 


217285 


3 the cupidity of the private receiyer and the 
4 financier, who is continualſyr returning his 
funds ; to accelerate the drawings; to give hope, 


Ine 


confoling at every moment the moſt ſpeedy deci- 
ſion; to receive depoſits from the loweſt to the 


t ©, % 


higheſt price; to force, A great Eireulation of n mo- 
ney, which cpuſtittes riches this is what the 
legiſlator ought to propoſe to himſelf. He ought 
to enact neither the, Sorbonniſt nor the theplo- 
gian, but try | to congiliate, the intereſt of the E 


vernment and that. of the ſyeculator, fince he 
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""Bznorp Parks 6 6 mamehted with the molt 80. = 
rious ſpoils. of. Greece and Italy in Behold the 


1. 


prodigies of the arts collected ke on . 


fame ſpot, which is, become : the depoſita 
every thing moſt, curious in 1 the world. 6 
ever you can imagine moſt rare in the pats ut 
tions. of nature you. will here find ; all the won- 
ders of taſte, of ſcience, an | and of literature, are 
before your eyes, and you, are, invited every day 
to the enjoyment of them. "You ſee nothing but 
. collections of books _ of e of 
ry kind; we talk of nothing but laying new 


i De the at OWNER. of new ſcien- 


tific treaſures, and we are nevertheleſs every 
where ſaying that there is no public inſtruftion. 
1 think we mean to ſay in other terms, that there 
is no public teaching, or that it is good for no- 
thing, which comes to the ſame thing. 

Public inſtruftion is every where, fince at every 
ſtep we take we find libraries, profeffors, and pub- 
lic lectures. You want only eyes to ſtudy na- 
tural hiſtory and botany, with the aſſiſtance of the 
fineſt ſpecimens of the productions of the three 
kingdoms ; 3 you want only eyes to ſtudy chy- 


miſtry 3 


N 


*. protons or pans 1 851 
miſtry; your. eyes alone are ſufficient to perfect 


yourſelf in the taſte for painting. 

This vaſt gallery, called the Central Moles 
of the Arts, is a city ol piQures;, but there are 
ſo many, that the eye is fatigued, of the atten- 
tion wearied; we ſee nothing, becauſe we * too 
a much. I mg 27} 1c wal 5; 

ſs do not know; whether all, thoſe — * 2 
lected a at fo great an expence do not mutually 
injure each other, and if the mind be not con- 


fuſed amidſt ſuch. a. variety of objects. The 


Raphael's, the Michael Angelo's, the Carracci” 8, 
the Titians, the Correggios, the Guidos, the Ru; 
bens, are come to find you, to affail vou, to 
beg your approbation, while perhaps it was your 


buſineſs to have made the firſt advance, and go : 
and viſit them in their ſanctuaries. All theſe 


creations to the diſdainful Pariſian ſeem a debt, 


which is paid bim, and which ey to ** al 
hin | | 
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15 Wi fever remember the büine of Methjbe 
[7 and his magnetic tub, but to laugh at the cre- 
4 dulity of the public, and the traps into which 

they fall when the charlatan is'a little adroit, If 
we ſhould retrace all the extravagant ſcenes 
which took place during the experiments of the 
German doctor, the picture would ſeem merely 
imaginary of the affemblage of individuals who 
co-operated by the ſtrangeſt, contortions and the 
moff ridiculous grimaces to the ſame follies. An 
hundred louis muſt be paid before admiffion to 

a the influence of the doctrine of animal magne- 
tiſm. A few farmers. general ranked themſelves 
among the adepts. What proves that the moun- 
taineers had no appetite for blood, but in order 
to confiſcate property, is the haſte they made in 
labouring for the death and plunder of the far- 
mers-general. It was here that the Committee of 
GeneralSurety, though it was ſufficiently immoral 
and tyrannical, ſurpaſſed every thing which could 
be expected from the vileſt and moſt impudent 
ruffians. They commiſſioned a man of the name 
of Dupin, the ſame who had denounced them at 


the tribune ; they charged this mountaineer with 
4411. „e * the 


wh evt ö n: 3 


the luventöty ind” the prbbes-Verbul wick fe- 
garded the department of Puffs. Actufed of 

difapidativn;'vF Having mache ute öf fate fee, F 
Having his Hands füll of various Jewel belonging | 
to the” fotmer fäfmefs⸗gengrml, the Tghe- and 
groans of theit widows and theit chifdren were 
loft in alt; the devaſtating executiöner kept the 
ſpoits witkr the ſume umpüdence that gechent of 
Paris wore bn His finger the agate torn froth the 
hand of one of the murdeted in September, wn 
thofe two murderers abfitly the chitabtet of re- 
preſentatives f che people, tobk fefuge in the 
mountain as a fort inacceſſible 90 cries en Wann 
mations. 

What is become of ente of iniquity; | 
who rung the tocſin of death, and of an unjuſt 
death, over ſixty citizens, among whom we num- 
ber Lavoiſier? Exhaling around him the odour 
of crime, he came to the priſon emptied of the 
farmers-gehefal ' who had been immolated, and 
inſulted the ſeventy-three. I could only addreſs 
him in theſe words: * 1 have the condition 
* of being no longer ſeated by the fide of thee.” 
Ho many crimes remüin utipunithed! But 

if Duplt, as well as othets, have eſcaped the 
vengeatice of the laws, they are give ovet to 
the exectation bf mankind. 

Thofe farmerz-general wete condemned for 
having put water if the ſnuff. I ſaw in my 
priſon an unfortunate did tan who bats my 


name, 


4 
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name, who was the ſon of the.. nurſe, of Louis 


the XVth: he could not have made a ſur of 
addition; another perſon filled bis functions. He 
had. Gap an hundred ene erqwns. which 


me 2 Wh this, fatal meeting; i 4 lamented. oyer 
my deſtiny, and I, wept over his; for innocence, 
was impreſſed on his forehead as it had been on 
his paſt life, and in bis heart. Ohl who will rey 
lieve me from the remembrance of thoſe bloody 
days! But no, I will treaſure it up to puniſh and 
cover * s of them e e in 24 6 


* 
* 
- 


cuar LVH. 
: © PUNISHMENT O0 F ae e 


" Nabas hall I get calourꝭ t to paint the gene: 
al cry of public joy amidſt the moſt horrible of 
ſights, the exploſion of that tumultuous tranſport 
which ſpread, and which reſounded even at the 

foot of the ſcaffold? His name, loaded with im- 
| precations, was in every mouth; ; it was no longer 
the incorruptible, the virtuous Robeſpierre; the 


maſk was fallen off; he was delivered over to 


univerſal execration, and made reſponſible for all | 
the 
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the crimes: of both committees. Tbe Rtalls;nthe 
ſhops, the windows, were crowded ; ;the.roofs . 


were covered with people -of every claſs, who 
had only one obje8, pat: Hei Robeſtierre ed 
to death,» On 251 1 mor div am 


Inſtead, af a Aiftator's! * he lay roclined 
in a cart, which carried alſo his accomplices, 
Henriot and Couthon. There was a noiſe, a/tu- 
mult around him, which was made up of a thou: 


ſand exclamations of joy, mingled with mutual 


congratulations. His head was wrapped round 
with a dirty and bloody napkin, and only half 
of his pale and ferocious viſage was ſeen. His 
mutilated. and disfigured companions bore leſs 
reſemblance to criminals. than wild beaſts caught 
in a gin, and which could be ſeized on only by 
breaking ſome of their limbs. A burning ſun 
did nat hinder the women from expoſing the 
roſes and lilies of their delicate cheeks to its rays, 
wiſhing to ſee the, aſſaſſins of their fellow-citizens. 
The horſemen who eſcorted: the cart brandiſhed 


their ſabres, and ſhewed bim their naked points. 
This pontiff-king no longer drew after him the 


convention at ten ſteps diſtance from his perſon; 
he ſeemed to have preſerved the remains of life 
only to ſatisfy divine juſtice, and its terrible ven- 
geance on hypocritical and ſanguinaryj men. 


When he came near the place of puniſhment, 


and before the houſe where he lodged, the peo- 
ble made him ſtop; and a group of women 


formed 


— 


. —— 
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formed: a dance to the noiſy clappings of the 
multitude. One of them feized the moment; and 
agoſtrophizing him with violenoe of geſture und 
voice, exclaimed, * Thy puniſhment intoxicares 
4 me with joy. Deſcend to hell, covered with 
tlie curſes of every wife and every mother of a 
« family. Robeſpierre remained dumb. 
When he mounted on the ſcaffold, the execu- 
tioner, as if animated by the public deteſtation, 
tore rudely off the dreſſing put on his wounds; he 
threw out the cry of a tiger; the lower jaw: then 
detached itſelf from the upper, and ſtreaming | 
with blood, made of this human head one of 
the moſt monſtrous and horrible that the pencil 
could exhibit, His two companions, not leſs 
| hideous in their torn and bloody garments, were 
the accolites of this great criminal, whoſe ſuf- 
ferings excited not the ſmalleſt fpark of pity, 
Mortally wounded, public vengeance called him 
to undergo a ſecond death; and the people 
ruſhed: on in crowds, not to loſe the moment 
when his head Ihould bend under the axe where 
he had precipitated ſo many others: the ap- 
plauſes continued for fifteen minutes. 
Twenty-two heads fell with his. The next 
day ſeventy members of the commune went to 
join their chief; they were the ſame who came 
to our dungeons to carry off our food, and load 
us with inſults. The day after, twelve other 
members of the commune paid with their heads 
for 


*. freroae or vis, "Hf 


for their connection with che chief of the'coifp 


_ tators, but theſe ignoble and vulgar heads of 
a Ee Wes WRT e noge 
way couneed:”” * 

b ee nen 
rage; Had he moumed on horſeback, he might 
perhaps Have been followed by the fame multi- 
tude who covered him with maledictions. Ros 


beſpicrre repoſed ou Henriöt; and or his Tacos 


bins, but they had neither firmnefs nor boldnefs 
when they were neither executioners nor aſfaffins. 


Theſe coHHiratots all turned pale when they faw 


thekfefred wer, "i UDC VERT put them 
out' of the Iath. 88 97 e eee re: 


It is frigbtfs to reflect * Robeſpierre fell 


only becaule the Committee of Public Safety was 


oppreſſton would tif have laſteck; two triurtvi- 
rates were quite prepared to contitiue the courſe 
of this incredible tyranny ; and I do not exagge· 
rate in maintaining, that the remaining members 
fill flattered themſelves with the duration of 
that chaos, the grave of public liberty. They 
ought, had they been wiſe, to have thrown every 
thing on Robefpterre, and have declared them- 
ſelves lis enemies, after Having equafled, and 
fornetinies firpaffed hitn in inſolence and fero- 
city. But the thirſt of dominating, and the hope 
of maſtering the convention, and by this means 


the reſt of Fraſice, did not forſake their hearts. 
They 


* - 
| L 


divided; had they been in accord, the bloody 


1 
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as valets, and whom. they-would not have op- . 
poſed at laſt, if they had not themſelves been 
proſcribed. -* But for that liſt of proſcription in 
which they bad ſeen their own names, they would 
{till have been proſcribing with, and; under the 
ſanction of . Robeſpierre. Thoſe cowards were 
far beneath him whom they e "eb . 
they overthrew only from fear. Sie: 

True republicans, . and I eng the. eren 
mained ſtill in dungeons, from the, inconceivable 
impudence of the decemvirs, and the inexpli- 
cable cowardice of the national convention, which 
convention indeed ęxiſted np longer on the ſeats 
where thoſe deputies were crawling about, but 
where the honourable priſoners were ſhut up; it 
was we alone who ought to have ariſen again, 
and reſtored and given it back the majely th 
energy which it had loſt. 

Certainly we were juſtified by, all the. n 
of the accomplices of Robeſpierre; but what 
man, even after thoſe days of victory and jul: 
tice, dared demand that a repreſentation of the 
people, irreproachable under every point of view, 
ſhould. re- appear at its poſt? It was neceſſary 
to make another diviſion among theſe aſſaſſins, 
and oyerthrow them one by the other till they 
were ſo weak as not to be able to retard our 
triumphal entry. They wiſhed to deſtroy, in or- 

der 
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ger to reign, but not to eſtabliſh. the: republic. 
The event has proved that this horde of ruffiang 
could not bear the ſight of goed men, nor reſpect 
dat liberty to which thoſe had given; the firmeſt 
ſupport. Our looks, our names, transfixed them 
with. the pain of the moſt; merited-reproach;z and 
what evil have they done their country! as 
much as we wiſhed to have done it good. Few 
amongſt them haye eſcaped the fate which 
awaits: them all; they vainly endeavour to unite 
their cauſe with that of the revolution, they 
will neyer ſucceed; they alone have imprinted 
on it a diſguſting character; and time, which 
aſſigns to every thing its place, has already;mark- 
ed their names, and encircled them with public 
contempt and horror, whilſt their hands are co- 
vered with blood; they are like; the wife of Mac- 

beth, they cannot wipe out or turn aſide their 
looks from the ineffacable ſpo t. 

What rendered the ſyſtem of Bebe te . 

rible was not ſo much its madneſs and atrocity 
as its duration. The decemviral tyranny which 
covers us all at preſent with ſo much confuſion, 
would not have exiſted had there been a dicta- 
ture of thirty-ſix hours; that would have cruſhed 
the ſucceſſors of Robeſpierre. But men hid them- 
ſelves one behind the other, in order to be ſtill 
more atrocious and more wicked than thoſe who 
Were open and .gvowed. 


| Pavrers, 
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Barrere, Collet, Billaud, thoſe maſters dif- 
vowed by humari nature; appetred after the death | 


of Robeſpierre, and ſat in the CoD; fifty 
- thouſand citizens, hom they bad tabled to be 


murdered, could obtain no other vettgeante chan 
the t of their aſſuſſins; ufd it was it 
this mode that the government palſod rapidly 
from a ſyſtem of the moſt deteſtable tyranfiy th 
that of the moſt fatal indulgenet. After che 9th 
of Thermidor, it entered int6 comprothiſe with 
the/ afſafſing;” and the tonſpithcies ſinct that time 
have been the fruit of I know not what fear, of 
rather delirium, which had feized every head. 
The royal re- action took place becauſe it had 
been propoſed to frame # law which ſhould dbo- 
liſh the pain of death; à law which ſuppoſed 4 
conſtitution already tried, à government ſeated. 
on a ſolid baſis, # decided national charabter, of 
which we had not even the elements. 
Robeſpierte and his faction had made a tteaty 
with Philip d'Orleans, and had iid to him, 
Thou ſhalt give us thy gold in exchange for 
© our crimes.” Louvet, the courageous Louvet, 
denounced that infernal faction. The artful Bar- 
rere warded off the blow which the convention 
was going to ſtrike, How many crimes would 
have been prevented by this act of juſtice ! | 
Contraſt the puniſhmetit of Robeſpierre with 
that of the Counteſs Dubatry. of what uſe was 
| the 
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the, murder of this woman puniſhed by Vaude · 
villes, and fallen into gontempt. If ſhe had been 
ſoen getting naked ont of bed. the bed of her 
royal Joyer, making the Pope's nuncio hand her 
one of her ſlippen, nd the grand almoner of: 
France the others Was this a mative for ſend- 
ing her to the ſecaffald ? or did they covet her 
beautiful houſe at Pucienne? The ruffians had 
often no other policy than the thirſt af gold, and 
tough Robeſpierre was a ſabguinary monſter; we 
ſhould alſo add, that he Was an axnricious wretchs 
that aeg an GN 9 in the end 
ow e * 4a 
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Tak 1 of Paris over the whole of France 
when thirty thouſand armed men ſurrounded 
the convention declared the defenders of order 
and property traitors to their country, and de- 
manded their heads, will de a ſubje& of eternal 
reproach | from the whole of France againſt this 
city. The reporter of the commiſſion of twelve 
was about to name the true accomplices of Du- 
mourier ; the aſſaſſins, the ruffians, the promoters 
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of anaithy, were on the point of being enmnaiked? 
the triumvirate of Danton; Marat, and Robe 
fpierre, would not have takten place, and the de- 
cemvirs;'the offspring of the ttiumvirate; would 
never have tetriftedl the nation and hiſtory with 
thieir abuminable crimes. Dangerous example 
of à minority, which having its protectors and 
ſupports under its Hand, in d narrow ſpace, be- 
comes much ſtronger than à majority wWhoſe re- 
wources are ſcattered; and aus ir were, loſt over 
13 a Fragoe 81 US IU Pint * 


tion 50 itſelf from them, and ſuffered them 
to be dragged to the ſcaffold or periſh in priſons. 
And what was the language of the plain? ſuch 
as the government holds at preſent when ſeated 
on the baſis of victory, wiſdom, and moderation. 
« It is time to build up, after having demoliſh- 
ed ſo much.” The violent meaſures which have 
ſaved us from oppreſſion will, if we continue to 
uſe them, force us back again under its yoke. 
We believe that a republic can be founded only 
on wiſdom and moderation; that to overcome 
prejudice and ſuperſtition, we ſhould enlighten 
and not exterminate; that a magnanimous peo- 
ple may know their ſtrength without abuſing it; 

and that they ought to diſdain under the empire 
of the laws, to obtain by rapine what they might 
claim from virtue. 


* 


We 
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We believe that we may be republieans with! 
but being fanatics, philoſophers without becom - 
ing profeſſors of plunder, patriots without being 
camibals, and fulfil bur duties as Tegiſtators with- 
but becoming aſſaſſins; Mie were deſirous git is 
true, of faving the king from the ſcaffold j we 
were afraid of raifing the whole of Europe againſt 
us, and of prolonging the war; we thought it 
more uſeful to keep the king as an hoſtage; we 
were willing to make his life ſubſervient to the 
acquiſition of peace, aud to haſten on its return; 
and we thought to ſpare the effuſion of blood, 
and to bring France to a happy point of proſpe- 
rity, by abridging in the quickeſt manner poſſible 
the courſe of its calamities. We did not aſcribe 
ſuch importance to a king as to think that his 
death would be a giant's ſtep towards public. fe - 
licity, as our ferocious rivals would have it be- 
lieved3” nor have we thought, like them, that to 
cauſe the head of a prince to fall under ene 
was the maſtet· ſtroke of philoſophy. 513 
The great ſhe· wolf, the mother and nurſe of 
the Jacbbins; kept then her infernal den at Paris; 
ſhe Was put in motion by the aſſiſtance of the po- 
pulat ſoeieties, and after her howlings had.thrown 
terror afar the ſhock of tumults and the tempeſts 
of diforder were framed, in order to launch during 
the orm the moſt monſtrous and horrible decrees, 
Had the convention been in any other place or 
N ik never would have yielded, and with 
it 
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it the whole nation. When the. aft of command- 
ing the Pariſian inſurreſtion in a minute had been 
| formed, thers te oh bberty 0 vs; 
— private — nit great Pop, 
een them at its ee ene jo (of 
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| 1 Aeg 3 od 3 reſiſi- 
ance; a reſiſtance tao hot and obſtinate at the 
firſt ſtep of the revolution, gave it many very con- 
ſiderable advantages, for which great obligations 
are due to ye, gentlemen-ariſtoerates- Nothing 
remains of the government which the revolution 
bas deſtroyed : but the cat of the reyolution did 
ſo much miſchief becauſe we threw ourſelves 
the wheels. Going back bas ſtill been more ter- 
rible than advancing. The coachman who drove 
over the leg of a poor wretch, when they eried 
out to him on all ſides, Stop, ſtop ] dre 
back, and paſſed over his body. 


* # * 
Thi 
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This car had to run through à vaſt ſpace; be. 
cauſe it had been launched from a vaſt” height. 


The foaming courſers and . Wheels o_ 


nothing fo much as repoſe,” 1+ 754) ce 
A government at once Freſh and ———_ 
nifeſted its form, its power, and its life ; no one 
can deny the creation of this body politic ; it is 
young, and not leſs robuſt ; it is living, and ought 


to have the affent of every reaſonable man; it is 


the intereſt of the whole that it exiſt, for the 


beſt form of government is that which ariſes 


from the perfection of the mind of a nation whole 
and entire; and as it is not to be preſumed that 
it would give itſelf up-agam-to-remembrances 
as powerleſs as they are miſerably ſuperſtitious, 
the hope is, that it will naturally fall in with the 
government which has been juſt formed, and 
which is, as it were, of ancient date, for this ſim- 
ple reaſon, becauſe it lives and goes on. It is 
by its ation, and not * 2 that we 
ought to regard it. 

If deſpotiim hold ever return in ch 
would be the moſt terrible of all tyrannies, be- 
cauſe the : intermediary powers would hataſs, 
weary out, and oppreſs alternately the people 
and the monarch. The deſpot, having no longer 
either clergy, or nobility, or parlament to reſtrain 


or conciliate, the rod of power would ſtrike the 


people with its full fwing, and they would have 


neither organ to complain, nor means to defend 


VOL. 11. Cc them- 
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themſelves: it would be a long and extermi- 
nating war. There are thus ſeveral degrees of 
ſervitude; but this ſervitude. would form an abyſs 
deeper than deſpotiſm itſelf. Ihe Danes were 

| guilty of a moſt cowardly dereliction of their li- | 
berties; hatred againſt the nobles. dictated that 
ſhameful conceſſion in which they ſold themſelves 
to a king. Mankind would turn away their fight 
with horror from the moſt ſeryile flock of the de- 
graded human An if it was ohn 0 us to 
nnn Attard do mn od 


CHAP. CCLI. 
FRINAIRE, SIXTH LEAR. 


IT las been for a long time obſerved, that 
in revolutions the habitude of encountering dan- 
gers, the ſacrifice of private affections, and the 
ſentiment of public evils, have Jed men to ſport 
with life, and embarraſs themſelves: little about 
dying; but it is with pain that we have ſeen aſlaf- 
fins mount the ſcaffold with an air of unconcern. 
Four, who were lately executed, affected a brutal 
inſenſibility ; one cried out at the moment of exe- 
cution, I die like an honeſt robber! another, caſt- 
ing a look on his. companions, already thrown 
Aae "if t into 
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into the fatal hamper, ſaid 'gaily to the execu- 
tioner, Stow them then a little _ re! toi not 
be room for me room for him! ne 10 

A ſew days ſince two young viel were gun 
lotined, who were convicted of murder; they 
went to the ſcaffold as if it were a feaſt, ſinging 
couplets of libertine ſongs. Theſe two young 
girls, who from their ſex, their figure, and their 
age, might have excited an emotion of unreflect 
ing commiſeration, inſpired nothing but a ſenti- 
ment of horror. The people clapped their hands 
as their heads fell. Charlotte Corday went to 
puniſhment with a countenance dreſt in ſmiles, 
but ſhe did not ſing. | 

This final impenitence can be attributed only to 
the unhappy triumph of a doctrine which reduces 
us all to animal automatiſm; and as irreligion has 
deeply tinged the people with immorality, it is for 
the wiſdom of legiſlators, duly penetrated with the 
importance and dignity of their functions, to give 
a new courſe to religious ideas; for there is with- 
out doubt ſome means of remedying | this degra- 
dation of the human ſpecies, which, attaching 
no value to exiſtence, conſidered at all times, and 
by all animated beings, as the greateſt benefit of 
nature, muſt, in conſequence of this inſenſibility, 
to deſpiſe, forget, and tread under foot both virtue 
and talent, and, in general, every thing which 
render them of value, and adds to their charms. 

Ce? tue 
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The Chanſſerrs have already ſhocked the tribu- 
nals with the recital of their cruelties. Aſſaſſins 
of a new kind have juſt been arreſted: they had 
taught dogs to ſtrangle men at the corner of a 
wood, whom they afterwards” ſtript at their lei- 
ſure. When examined; they on” NG It 
js not wre who killed tb em 

Every thing proves the wecelhy of more re- 
proflive; more firm and vigorous meaſures, in the 
reform of the criminal code; for human perverſe- 
neſs, in ſhaking off the reſtraint of religion, has 

diſplayed itſelf under a point wy view © moſt . 
ous, ang > yh nee ot LIT 


Lick CHAP, CCLIL. 


# & & F 


PANTHEONISED.. 


"A PERS0F carried to the Panthoci after death. 
Pantheonife a ſcoundrell! Even after the 9th of 
Thermidor, Marat was pantheoniſed, and then 
depantheoniſed. Mirabeau, accuſed by the iron 
freſs of having ſold himſelf to the court, was de- 
pantheonifed. The body of Lepelletier St. Far- 
geau was given back to his brother. | 

It is thought that it was on the demand of the 
royaliſts that Monteſquieu was to be pantheoniſ- 
ed, 
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ed. Will Voltaire be depantheoniſed at ſome. 
future day? How can we reconcile TRAN 

writings and republican maxims? 
When there is any queſtion about canoniza- 
tion, we ſee the deyil's advocate make his ap- 
pearance. Chenier, a great amateur of proceſ- 
ſions and ceremonies, wiſhed" one day to ſend 
Deſcartes to the Pantheon. Toppoſed his motion. 
Paſcal would have been of uy nnn mn 
is what I ſaid: | ale 
Citizen repreſentatives, it is 16 one 1 
dred and fifty years ſince Rene Deſcartes received 
at Paris, in a church, the honour of a funeral ſer- 
vice, attended by a deputation of the parliament, 
the Sorbonne, the rector of the univerſity, the 
four faculties, and all the theologians, logiſts, 
phraſers, and ignorant naturaliſts of that time. 
A rhetorician came next, who elevated his voice, 
and made his eulogium for an academical prize; 
at length he had a ſtatue in marble, in the court 
faſhion, under the reign of the laſt tyrant. 1 
am of opinion that all theſe honours are ſuffi- 
cient for the memory of Deſcartes, and that bis 
ſhade ought to be perfectly ſatisfied. Ion that 
I alſo made in my younger days an eulogy of 
Deſcartes*, but 1 was at that time the dupe of 
| Names 


* It was printed in 1765. T he tone of the /chool was then 
a great flow of ſounding words. The ſtile of Thomas, the 
great 
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names held up {in- academies, . and I. did not 


then know that the greateſt charlatans of * world 
were ſometimes very * men. * 


great pugilift in this kind, ves d 3 inflated and Cone 
out. Freron ſaid wittily enough of him, I amuſe myſelf in 
frricking his bladder with pins, When the ſeaſon for laughing 
comes, I ſhall perhaps publiſh the academico- literary hiſtory 
of thoſe years. The deſpotiſm of the grand /cigneur Voltaire, 
and of his vir, and haclas, will be duly diſplayed ; we ſhall, 
aboveall, be aſtoniſhed to ſee near two-hundred men of 
paſs in review, all labouring for immortal glory, and whoſe names 
are already buried in oblivion. _ . 

That bureau d'eſprit, called French Keaton, has done much 
miſchief to original talents; but it was the road to fortune for 
ſuch abbẽs as conſented to be ſuch philoſophiſts. It was ne- 
ceſſary, under pain of being ſtifled at your birth, to take the 


 academical lait. The ſupple Maury took it to perfection, and 


laughed at my want of accommodation. Maury told me twen- 
ty- three years ſince, I will faſten myſelf on the academicians, 
who will crown me, and who will, in conſequence of this diſ- 
tinction, get me to preach a lent at Verſailles, I ſhall enter 
the academy ; from this affair I ſhall 6btain an abbey, then 
we will labour in the clergy; I am reſolved to have 60,000 
livres revenue, and then my litele horſe will carry me to 
Rome. He has told me twenty times that he would be a car- 
dinal; but he depended greatly for his ſucceſs on his prize from 
the academy. As all great tragedies are followed by a farce, I 
expect to ſee Maury pope. O Rabelais 

Maury alſo tried his hand at making eulogies, and if Iam not 
miſtaken; he had undertaken that of De/cartes. What I recol- 
lect is, that we printed, in oppoſition to each other, a fine aca- 
demical diſcourſe on the mi/cries of war. As the academicians 
never went there, there was neither prize nor acceſſt for that 
time. There was never but one verſe of mine cited at the 
French academy, and that made a /c/z/m. This is the verſe; 


Le cœur qui n'aima point fut le premier athee. 


Cc Throw- 
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«Throwing aſide then thatextravagance of clo- 
5 ſo familiar to panegyriſts, the proud pre- 
judices of nations, and even their political rivalry, 
which has but too much influence on philoſophy, 
permit me to give a ſketch of the evil which Deſ- 
cartes has done to his own nation, whoſe pro- 
greſs he viſibly retarded by the long tyranny 
of his errors: he is the father of the moſt imper- 
tinent doCtrine that ever reigned: in France. It 
is  Cartefianiſm which deſtroyed experimental 
philoſophy, and which formed a ſchool of pedants 
inſtead of a ſociety of naturaliſt obſervers. .- | - 
Nature, ſays Bacon, is an immenſe book to 
devour; but we muſt begin by the alphabet. 
Deſcartes was one of thoſe preſumptuous mortals 
who wanted to gueſs at nature inſtead of ſtudy- 
ing it with reſpectful attention. He was one 
of thoſe raſh men that talk with confidence of 
their ſyſtems of the world, as if they had affiſted 
at the creation, Look, ſay they, at the concep- 
tions of a great genius; behold the luxuriouſneſs 
of the human mind; but-others will conclude, 
and' with more reaſon, that there lies his extrava- 
gance. All theſe arrangers of worlds, all theſe 
fabricators of ſyſtems, make a world without God, 
and build a univerſe in expelling, if I may uſe 
the expreſſion, the ſupreme intelligence. None 
ſcarcely have ever underſtood this ſublime ex- 


preſſion, Ego e qui ſum. 0% 


Nee Der 


* 
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Peſcartes ; ſubtle matter, his contrifogal | 
force, his globular matter, his fine duſt of 
which he forms the habitable globe, his whole 
ſyſtem. of the world, in ſhort, is a delirium f. 
He next led himſelf aſtray in his optical re- 
ſearches. [He was fantaſtic and romantic even 
in his, phyſiology. Deſcartes' man is got. ſhe map 
W he has pot even, the firſt feature g. 


he me motion and nature,” ſaid Defcartes, « and I will/ | 
W Tes, thou wilt make a world (for we can - 
not forhęar ſmiling); as a turner makes a block for a perriwig, 
Fool] and intelligence the only real and exiſting cauſe, and the 
initial projection and the final cauſe, ... but my three elements, 
my principal ploxe, where I lodge the ſoul, my waiverſal ſcience. 
Alas! I recognize thy theological tone, and nothing more, 
mounted only on an anti. pe ripatetick mode. To replace ridi- 
eulous aſſertions by affertions not leſs —— WR = ef. 
. bans}! 15 
+ This hollow brain ande * He had at * 
mined for the vacuum, but father Marſenna, a minion, having 
written to him that they laughed prodigioufly at Paris at the va- 
exum, he turned back to the fide of the lem. 

1 Ambroſe Pare has rendered the greateſt lest to huma- 
nity on this queſtion; but his works were the reſult of fact and 
experiment; the name of a man who had not wee great 
dreams was never pronounced with emphaſis, 

Ambroſe Pars had written; the immortal Rogen had enten: 
Deſcartes read neither, 1 am aſtoniſhed that ſo little is ſaid 
about Caſſendi; it is probably becauſe he was of a religious turn 
of mind, becauſe he was not dogmatical, and becauſe he did 
not pretend to hold in his hand the ey of the univerſc. 
| Deſcartes finiſhed one of his chapters by theſe words, Aud 
this is the great ſeeret of the myſtery of generation. Has not the 
poet Buffon attempted alſo to myſtify us with his organic mole- 
cules, a leſs pleaſant thing however, than his incande/cent globe, 
which afterwards cools; and his comets, clit from the ſun, 


&c.? 
: “% While 
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While natural philoſophy andchymiſtry, rege- 
nerated in our days, and riſing from the long ſleep 
of death, which the ſec of the author of the 
Tourbillons had imprinted on them, admit no other 

diſcayeries but ſuch as are confirmed by experi- 
ment, abjuring all hypotheſes, ſhall we bear to the 
Pantheon the remains of that viſionary, who ſo 
long retarded the promulgation of phyfical truths, 
who made no experiment, who even diſdained 
them, and who conſtantly wandered: from every 
path that led to obſeryation? - Strange contradic- 
tion! After having advanced that all ſcience 
ought to begin by methodical or preparatory 
doubt, faithleſs to his on maxim, he was the 
firſt to affirm what he did not underſtand. How 
long a time, and to the ſname of true ſcience, 
was ſcientific France ſervilely attached to the 
viſions of Deſcartes! He allied to this want 
of reaſon, which builds dreams on dreams, that 
audacity which forces men afterwards to adopt 
them. His partiſans imprinted a theological tint 
on his phyſical errors; it was the vice of the time 
L agree ; but what is it but a tyrannical ſyſtem, 
which clips the wing of every other ſyſtem more 
ſuited to the progreſs of facts and experiment. 
He was nevertheleſs a geometrician, if he was not 
a great philoſopher. The application which 
Deſcartes firſt made of algebra to geometry, a fins 
invention, though inferior to the application which 
Galileo had made of geometry to nature, 1s his 
great 


tional partiality ſo fatal to mankind; in conſe- 


= 
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great glory in the phyſico-mathematical ſciences. 


No perſon will conteſt this with him, and it is 
the only diſcovery which juſtifies the pompous 
eulogies which have been laviſhed on him; and 
this is the only title on which is founded that na- 


quence of which Fontenelle ventured to place 
Deſcartes in a parallel with Newton. This bel 
eſprit ſaid (and the crowd of panegyriſts have con- 
tinually repeated it) that we muſt paſs by the 
Tourbillons to arrive at the true theory of the 
world; as if error could ſerve as a ſtep-ladder to 
truth ; as if Deſcartes, coming after Kepler and 
Galileo, had not had under his hand, as well as 
Newton, the true elements of the theory of the 
univerſe; and as if any other thing was wanting 
than the great art of putting them in practice. 
* The French were ſo much the more eaſily 
and more ſtrongly led away by the opinions of their 
adoptive philoſophy, as this nation has a lively 
tendency towards the pleaſures or wanderings of 
the imagination, Jealous even of their errors, 
they wiſhed to remain in peaceable poſſeſſion, and 
for forty years repelled the ſame truths which our 
neighbours ſeized with avidity, and idolized as 
ſoon as they appeared. Maupertuis was the firſt 
who had the courage to declare himſelf a New- 
tonian ; a crowd of adverſaries roſe up againſt 
him, ſupporting themſelves by the operations 
made with ſo little exattiicſs in France; and it 
| was 
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was in order to ſilence theſe enemies of truth that 
two companies of mathematicians undertook to 
verify at a great expence, the one at the polar 
circle, the other at the equator, what Newton had 
diſcovered without going out of his cloſet, The 
reſult of theſe two, celebrated operations confirm- 
ed the Newtonian theory; but Newton was held 
in no higher reſpe& than truth, Clairant and 
D'Alembert, not knowing how to combine their 
calculations with the movement of the apogee of 
the moon, imagined they had ſhewn the falſity of 
the primordial law of attradtion, and cauſed their 
memorials to be printed with an air of triumph. 
At length they perceived that the error was in 
the calculation, and rendered a tardy and forced 
homage to the genius of Newton, 

*I will not here ſpeak of Deſcartes' metaphy- 
ſicks, becauſe there are no longer any metaphy- 
ficians after the adorer Plato; becauſe order and 
harmony are every thing ; becauſe there is no- 
thing real but intelligence ; becauſe the being who 
has no conſciouſneſs of his being is as if he did 
not exiſt; becauſe the breath of the divinity 'is 
in us; becauſe this ſou), diſtin from that which 
we ſhare with animals, compoſes our morality, 
and is neither bound nor ſubjett to bodily organs. 
Never does Deſcartes in his books adore, as New- 
ton has done, that great, that firſt mover, that 
only intelligence, which had projefied for ages 
known to it{cif alone the initial plan of the uni- 
> oy verſe, 
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verſe,, An initial impulſion was wanted to ſhake 
the celeſtial ſpheres; it was uniform, as well as 
the cauſe which ordained it. Unhappy he, who. 
ſees nothing but ſenſeleſs agents, forced aggrega- 
tions, pullies, wheels, cordage, atoms, tourbillons, 
and who does nothing but trace geometrical 
figures! Is it aſtoniſhing that the final as well 
as univerſal plan ſhould eſcape him: 
Deſcartes was half way on the road. to! the 
bigheſt order of truths, when he religiouſly maintain- 
ed-innate ideas; but it appears that he had not the 
intimate conviction of the deus eff in nobis, when he 
withdrew himſelf from Plato, and loſt himſelf in 
a ſcholaſtic logomachy. He made nothing of this 
luminous principle, and was therefore as if he 
had advanced nothing. Ihe ſentiment of the 
fair, the juſt, and of conloience, do not acknow- 
ledge ſenſations. for their ſource ; conſcience is 
not an accident; this is what he ought formerly 
to have ſaid, and what he did not ſay ; he has 
not therefore been able to raiſe himſelf to the 
height of the queſtion. Locke and Condillac 
afterwards came to poiſon us with their groſs 
reaſonings on the human underſtanding. Blind 
mortals! they had the cataract, the gutta ſerena 
of the ſoul; they were unenlightened by the torch 
which they held in their hands“; they have never 


Man is a ternary being. Let a ſervile diſciple of Locke 
tell me on what fibre plays remorſe, which at the end of thirty 
years 
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felt the intimate conneQion” of man with uni- 
verſal harmony, connection ſo independant of 
the ſenſes. What droll metaphyſicians are meta- 
_ phyſicians who are not ſpiritualiſts! Senſations 
never make moral ideas any more than printing 
types form the Iliad. Morality and the will are 
every thing, order every thing, and moral inſtint 
is unceaſingly freed from material organization. E. 

Is it not aſtoniſhing that this doctrine of So- 
crates, Plato, and Marcus Aurelius, ſhould have 
been trodden under foot in our days, and that we 
ſhould have forgotten the Savoyard curate's rofeſ+ 
fron of faith, which embraces the wiſdom of the 
higheſt antiquity? Ye who haye been anxious to 
govern, men and make laws by throwing afide 
theſe fimple and religious een all your ſteps 
have been crimes. 

« Struck with the profane immorality of a ge- 
neration in which we have ſeen for the firſt time, 


perhaps, the TE of the impetuous paſſions of 


the ſavage and of the depravity of civilized life, 
I have often thought with myſelf, what then 
are the principles, which from being either badly 


years 1 the foul of an adaſfin, _— the zds | 
of an innocent man accuſed of his crime, and which makes him 
cry out, It is I who am the guilty man, and not he; I infift on 
finding relief in the huniſiment which was frrhared for him. O 
moral inſtinct, divine ray, thou holdeſt to the ſpirituality of 
our ſoul pure emanation of a good and intelligent cauſe; it is 
thou who exiſteſt, and what is not thee (taken in a philoſo-' 
phic ſenſe) does not exiſt at all. 


felt 
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felt Fe comprebended, have vitiated: fo many 
heads? and I have thought that I had diſcovered, 

in the attempts made againſt the ſpirituality of 

man, the truth of that infernal ſpirit which has 
I ſo many ſcenes of mouming and car- 

Man has ceaſed to be the mirror of the 

8 2 this mirror has been broken without 
pity or remorſe; daring naturaliſts have made the 
way for the reign of thoſe guilty: philoſophers who 

are anxious to explain every thing by the bodily 
ſenſes, and who would reduce every thing to ob- 

jects purely phyſical. + Fatal philoſophy, which 

haſt only ſought to animaliſe man] it is thou who 


Jacob Dupont declares at the triburie that ke is an atheiſt, 
a fanfaronnade which lent arms to calumny againſt the national 
convention, and which loſt its confidence through the whole 
of Europe; ſo dangerous is a ſingle madman! Danton, ſteal - 
ing a phraſe from Buffon, exclaims, Nature embarraſſes Herſelf 
but little with individuali, Me is intereſted only for the ſpecies, and 
applies inhumanly to politics the thought of the naturaliſt, 
Theſe plagiariſts never comprehended the evi! which words 
might do when they were unnaturalized. It is by ſtealing phi- 
loſophical ideas, and tranſlating them into the idiom of folly, that 
we have witneſſed thoſe times of extravagance and delirium in 
which, at the voice of a tribune, the hideous image of atheiſm 
preſented itſelf to our looks in every direction in theſe deſolat- 
ing words, Death is an eternal fleet. And can we, without hav- 
ing the laugh of the world raiſed anew againſt us, recal to its 
remembrance that decree which gave back its creator to the 
univerſe, Take care to obſerve that it was during the total 
abſence of religious ideas that the greateſt cruelties met, inde- 
270 pendently of the executors and accomplices, with the greateſt 
"= number of cold and impaſſible witneſſes : they ſaid, The guil- 

1 lotine is a very mild fruniſkment; beſides, death is an eternal 
Aeeſi. | 

f | haſt 
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haſt formed a callus in the ſouls of all our mur- 
derers, who have ceaſed being men, for I have not 
yet heard them exclaim with the voice of repent- 
_ ance, We have been monſters | Ke - 
* It is ſince the time of this 8 of an 
ideal world, and in imitation of him, that proud 
geometry, ſtepping out from its domains, has come 
with the frigidity of its method, the rudeneſs of 
its barbarous terms, and the nothingneſs of its 
abſtraQions, to exerciſe an air of ſelf-ſufficiency 
on every kind of ſubject. Almoſt all the ſciences 
have been infected with, it; every thing is em- 
broiled in an immenſe chaos of calculations; the 
moſt filly hypotheſes, the moſt abſurd ſyſtems, 
have been accredited by means of this kind of 
charlataniſm ; reaſon. has often been compelled 
to hold her peace before the oſtentatious exhi- 
bition of algebraical calculations; a certain re- 
putation, an affirmative tone, and figures of gri- 
; mace, have made the moſt. n = 
ſitions be received as truths *. 1 
We do not here ſpeak againſt geometry, but againſt the 
inveterate abuſe of its language, which has been tranſported 


into politics: it has nevertheleſs its dangerous fide. Let him, for 
inſtance, who likes it, love the productions of that ſad and cold 
geometry which calculates the means of deſtroying the ramparts 
which it has itſelf raiſed for the defence of man, and which 
perhaps even does not look on itſelf as having reached the ſum- 
mit of its art, until it has triumphed over itſelf, and cauſed what 
has coſt whole years to raiſe to be deſtroyed in aa inſtant. 


"Ive 
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% 
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The abuſe of this ludgünge ates from Deſcat- 


tes, who gave the dangerous example even in his 
private letters; but at leaſt he did not exerciſe it 


on politics, for he wrote nothing on this ſubjeck. 
Social mechaniſm, which is ſtill (ot nearly ſo) a 


ſecret for the eighteenth century, was then ſub-⸗ 
jected to a ſort of filent admiration; The court 
of Chriſtiana, her travels in Holland, in Getmany, 
in Italy, in England, inſpired him with nothing, 
not a phraſe that we can quote on this head; he 
was born for an imaginary world. During the 
holding of the ſtates of the kingdom, Wp at 
Paris in 1614; Deſcartes did not fay's word. 

e He wrote on morality; on "WHicki'it f is almoſt 


impoſſible to ſpeak ill; and ke had for his dif- 


ciple that fantaſtic queen of Sweden, who was a 
vagrant throughout Europe, and afforded France 
the ſight of art aſſaſſination before'which all the 
philoſophers of the time kept a profound filence. 
It would not appear that the morality of Deſcartes 
had greatly influenced the heart of Chriſtina, who 
thought herſelf a philoſopher becauſe ſhe laughed 
at the pope, and had added the reveries of her 
maſter to the vain reveries of a a woman and of a 
crowned head. 

„ But although Deſcartes ould have been 
a wiſe philoſopher, a patient and attentive ob- 
ſerver of nature, a Spallanzani, are we here to 
build the palace of fame, to diſtribute degrees 


among * and naturaliſts? We muſt 
have 


| v rierung or ente 101 ; 
hape the uibunal, 'otythe-exidence of many ages, 


to form a true judgment of the man df genius. 
Nuture miles at our vain: ſyſtems, orlich, ſcarcely 


fall and vaniſh, becauſe »univenſal/ laws go on 
invanably and without -ecafing,»whilſt our -opi- 
nions are moveable and changing it is ignoranee 
always which has deified error, ancaflmiration in 
truſt is what deſpotiaes over our credulous under- 


ſtandings. If the author of Geneſis be not in 
great repute as a naturaliſt; far ſometimes his 


ſyſtem gains, at other times, at leaſt ſome part 


by facts than other iſyſtems of natural philoſophy, 


let us modeſtly own that we are ſome what in- 


capable of claſſing theſe great reputations, and 
let us reflect that a new experiment onhy may be 


wanting to diſſipate in a moment all our pompous 
reaſonings, and cover them with the ſame ritlicule 
as we have covered thoſe:of the ancients. :Chy- 
miſtry will perhaps prove to us t- morrow that 


there are but two elements inſtead of aur. We 
are on the brink of a-world altogether newzalet 


us not hurry our apotheoſes; I have witneſſed the 


birth and death of many reputations: who had 


alſo made their romance of the univerſe. 


The Pantheon is a republican temple; let us 


reſerve i it for the heroes and martyrs of the revo- 


lution... Leave the books of Deſcartes; as well as 
all other books, to the endleſs. diſputes of men; let 
Vor. 11. f D d | us 
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us not decree a privileged crown; this would be 
offering incenſe to ourſelves," and opening tob 
- wide n field to ſubtle and idle diſcuſſons. Let 
us leave the land of chimeras, and march on ſolid 
ground; let us attach ourſelves to republican vir- 
tues, which wear an inconteſtible phyſiognomy, 
and of which we are the firſt and the real judges. 
| May he wWo ſhall have ſhed his blood for his 
| country receive the homages of that country. 
| May the pen of the legiſlator place itſelf by the 
fide of the ſword of the warrior; but may other 
pens, when the fanction of ages is neceſſary either | 
to decide on their tranſcendency, or mature their 
— go and hate 9 in r 
The republic of Ls its We A as een 
das its debates; let us not enter into its diſcuſ- | 
ſions, nor diſtribute its palms; let us ſtore up our 
great men, that is to fay; thoſe who in the moſt 
aſtoniſhing, as well as moſt terrible of political 
commotions, ſhall have preſerved an equal mind, 
ö a firm. and republican ene! 1 . 
3 may appreciate and honou. 
| Our predeceſſors, more fixed and ſolid in their 
ideas of regeneration, would not have embarraſſed 
themſelves with hewing-out literary ſtatues, for 
theſe are raiſed and thrown'down at the ſport of 
men's fancies; they would not have opened the 
doors of the Pantheon to that great poet, that 
grand corrupter, who flattered every king, all the 
| | great, 
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great, and all the vices of his age; who careſſed 
every licentious error accredited in eourts; who 
Was undeceived even in his Brutus, through which 
his monarchical genius pierces in ſpite of all the 
ſtrengtd of his ſubjeR *.. Ie did not know how 
to ſtrike at ſuperſtition, without giving a mortal 
wound to morality z. unlike Hercules, who trans- 
pred the Centaur without Ling the beautiful 
Damit. Je 1 


= [you wh toe bm qui ni el e 
1 Adelaide bod Gveſclin: ; 5 
rai Fang raya Ra af 

+ T6t ou tard il faudret que de ce tronc ſacre, 
Les rameaux deviſcs et courbẽs par Porage, | 
Plus 1 et plus Een ſoient yo * _ 


„ A fb her Ea butin F 
is wanting that Cæſar does not become an o jet of regret. 
| This bad and faithleſs imitation of Shakeſpeare that Vol- 
taire did not feel in the Engliſh poet the concentrated part of 
Brutus, and that he did not underſtand this, hiſtorical and dra- 
matical maſter-piece, 

Voltaire praiſed for fifty years the moſt immoral man of the 
age, the Dyke of Richlieu ; he made verſes for for 
Dubarry, for all the princeſſes and their chambermaids, and for 
eyery miniſter in place, Exerciſing a literary deſpotiſm ana» 
logous to his ardent jealouſy againſt every kind of ſucceſs ; he 
flattered every thing that was ſervile and fawning, is order to 
ſnuff up the ſmoke of their incenſe. He cajoled Frederick; 
2nd when he died, he placed on his tomb the moſt virulent of 

{atires againſt his hero. The Ae of Louis AIV th, the Age of 


 Lovis XV, and the panegyric of this laſt; are proofs that he 
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. He aby nochüng in the Tiegel ot Leboirz, 
| the Eden of books, but the Tabjeft of the ro- 
mance of Cundide, that wretched: production, 

— attacks the conſulatory Yoarme'of pro- 
Videnbe. | Together with bis eternal ſurddonie 
ſmile, he has betjueathed us a ſhameful Pyrrho- 
mim, and with it perhaps hat cruel levity which 
makes us glide over wirtues as well as crimes. 
The writings of the author of the Pucelle and 
republican manners will never aſſociate. The 
Phyſiognomy of Voltaire {I ſweur in the name of 
public e will never be an TE phyfng: 

nomy. I 04103 Naas; en, 548! 

Let us take care then Idticeforth not to 
panthbeonize ſo lightly, for we ought to be ido- 
laters no longer. The Pantheon has already 
been twice fullied f. Let us duly penetrate 
ourſelves with this but little acknowledged and 
ill felt truth, that we have not the true and 
fure ſcales fit to weigh thinking heads with 
exadctneſs. Our learned men, or thoſe who call 
themſelves ſo, who thought they had ſurmounted 
a hoſt of prejudices, are in fact the men moſt un: 


What an inroad into our mene has endung wands. 
1 appeal to experience, it is the code of our youth, who know it 
by heart. Talk then, after that, of Socrutes, Plato, Epictetus, 
Marcus Aurelius, and Seneca. How the — of 4 Rouf- 
ſeau repulſes that of its neighbour. © | 
+ Even if Mirabeau had ſaid as We ett dein Bess 
nondas, We believe that it is with money, as with every other 
thing, that there are honeſt means of giving and receiving, and 
that there are alſo diſhoneſt” ? 


der 
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der, ſybjeRtion.to, them; dong amang them know 
"which of aur opinions will be pppermot, in fifty. 
vears, or which of gur books, wilh aſtoniſh. inſtrug. 
qr charm poſterity. Frgpaſſeſſian is the lay. gt 
the French 7, and. this is. the fatal work, of aca- 
ern rr te heir preſumptioo}in judging. of 


It 1000 415408 TY 99 n 
11 H. Fa tot they ” F Fes F777 
'* t cd. of — e, lis ech his reju- 


dices, or even 1 on W 1 1 favourite author 
as id in the Bantheonz this tewple wobld wa ſhort time 2 
g Hunt a, 21 er 

Ws 12 — 1 I * n at che 5 
niffcence of a ſtarty heaven, feels 4 fecter and deep charm in 
the contemplation of — — 5 
has eee ALL CAP ach Pa gf.all, en, 
theſe ſtem · mo 8 in geometrical pro- 

bl are fo fqueamiſh'" 5 We IeTR. of God, a8 if 
it was a name fit on for the vulgare Moſes,” Mabomet, Zos 
roaſter, Confucius, Marcus Aurelius, N e Euler, vever 


unced this name but with re awe; this is be- 
caufe the fout® (tlie fool 8 ave Ry ay cok bim) feels and 


petbeives him. Some of our aftragdmers have been looking at 
the. heaveny all their lives; buy as! they, have vever..ſery 
that great heaven. O pectora cæca! 

"Profound ſpeculariſts, tell me chen wh Tek 5b Tadore, 
and this is the beginning of ſeience as well as of wiſdom. © 1 
adore and proſtrate myſelf, and never. feel, myſelf mqre ſtrong, 
more happy, more enlightened, than in this , ſympathetic 
connection with beaven. How, ſuperior to Deſcartes, Paſcal, 
(who was alſo a e appears to me, when be ſaid, 
All our reaſuling educes itſelf to to ſentiment let man feel has value, 
it is great; an what reveals his randeur to him is, that he knows 
himſelf to be wretthed, < 1 do not now a finer thought, 

"Poltaire, who dyring a very long life has never had mor 
than from eięlieen to twenty-rwo years, has criticiſed Paſcal with: 
out comprehending him; he alſo took the liberty of calling 
Clarke un moulin au 3 two words abſolutely contra- 

2 | dictory; 
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2 i — 1 —— 4 


46 VA merit Wellen 


every thing, they have aledirit us to fendt y: 
rinder our eyes. The real glory of Writers does hlt 


depend on us, it is confrmed or deſtroyed by time 
alone; their apbthebſis is in their Books, and nd 
where elfe. Let us leave them to die or live in 


their works. As for the true glory of republicang,' 
it is and ought only to be in a greater ſum of li- 


berty and happineſs, Let us not be offended at 
the ſuperiority of an Engliſhman; Newtan be- 
longs to the world. Let us be no more jealous 


of him than of Tafſo or Virgil. Let us not be 


creating particular riyalries, . nor r place i in oppo». 
ſition to each other thoſe men who belong to 


every age and every country ; let us above all 


take care not to renew, and after another faſhion, 


the ridicule of catonizations,) Jeſt the modem be, | 


laughed at as well as the ancient. erke 


—_ | 


_ © When a perfect equality reigns alk the 
a and after we have ſcattered the proud duſt 


of tombs crowned with trophies or Ming mar. 


bles, let us not reviye a Worn- out idolatry, and 
carry about in proceſſion worm- eaten bones; let 
us open a book of Ae, and let the _names of men 


difory ; but he wanted to make the French laugh, i 1 it was bs 


like Preville on the ſtage. How many profound authors 
are forgotten ! Clarke and Cudworth, whohave written with ſo 
much force, clearneſs, and ſentiment, againſt materialiſts, are 
ſcarcely ever cited in France, We have immenſe libraries, 
and we never read ; OY have been deſtroyed by b books. 
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of genius be written therein . This will be 
— — ————— which: dare 
ſometimes alſo a ſingular and uncouth aſpeQ.. * 
* What ſignifies it to the people that the author 
of tourbillons and of ſubtle matter, Deſcartes, be 
the writer of a romance, or a ſcientific genius? 
When they ſee his ſtatue paſe, they will look at 
it with the ſame eyes as at that of the Grand 
Lama; they will find out neither the end nor the 
neceſſity of ſuch an apotheoſis f. How many 
men in this great city are abſolutely ſtrangers to 
Deſcartes and his doctrine. There are not thirty 


in this commune. who have read the hooks of 
Deſcartes. 1 e eli 


9 2 e dating that the legiſlative 
y gedit Welt neither into 20, .academin 


75 

* It Deſcartes is abſolutely to be pantheonized, I ſhall _ 
no farther oppoſition; but I ſhall certainly infift that that vile 

matter which is not Deſcartes, be not carried to that edifice. I 
ſhall move that they carry hit name. 
Of what ſervice is this ſumptuous edifice ? 10 harbour 
rats, | bats, and the coffin of poor J. J. Rouſſeau, who during 
his iferime wanted wood to warm himſelf. | Win whit! that 
dome has coſt we might have built thirty convenient, healthy, 
and airy houſes of charity. O cruel architects! and you pain- 
ters, ſtatuaries, decorators ! dangerous, uſeleſs artiſts, devourers 
of the republic, and of every private fortune, who would 
exhauſt mines of gold with your varying and ruinous caprices, 
enemies of the true, moral, conlolatory, EDITH: cy -5,7/0nnc] 
You ſhall not eſcape IRE.” | 
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ofpR., nor lowering itſelf ta the ſentimunt of 
national vanity, leave the: mem of: Deftartes 
to live andi die is his works,. ande alſp : he rep 
of the decree of the 2d of Octader $1793 (o 
ſtile), which orders the tranilation of his aſlies to 
the Fees) algazg od3.03 d 298ingh t864-? 
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How different are things when they ate near, 
from what we judge them at a diſtance. Every 
thing weary a deceiving appearatice.”' Paris is 
deſcribed as overturned by every political commo- 
tion, and children placed on the ſpit by the canni · 
bals who took the Baſtille and the chateau of the 


Tuilleries. It is the wind which carries the re- 


port of the gun to a diftance, we hear leſs of it 
by its-Gde. + Krün mia 

The famous ſitting ien aetided" the fate of 
Louis the X VIth laſted e bours. Any 


* 93 — was on dee eve of that day we 
Amar went coolly and tranquilly to move at the tribune the 
death of forty-two repreſentatives of the people, and the arreſt 
of ſeventy-three. The Conventiondid not breathe then, I think, 
in an atmoſphere very philoſophical! | 

One 
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ws a ſcene. . WA eee | 


religious, terrox g, aB, all, the, end) c ther hall 


Was, kransformech: it, ben, en 


and-dxinking ligueuxs, — — 
| mne ene. The 


parts oſ — — 
were employed every inſlant in turning the key in 
the doors of the fide galleries, and gallantly eſcort- 
ing the miſtreſſes ofthe: Duke ef Orleans Egalite, 
capaxiſoned with three colouxed ribhands. 
Altbougb every mark of applawſe or difappro- 
bation was forbidden, neyertheleſs on the ſide of 
the Mountain the ducheſs dewagen, the- a magen 
of the jaeobin hand, made long ha, ba's! when 
ſhe heard make ſtrongly twang in ved 
ears, hn 9:4 9A - 187 £20191 9H 441 ; e331 

49 The lofty e deſtined for the people 4 
ing the days which preceded; this ſemaus trial, 
were never empty of ſtrangers and people of 
every. elaſs, Who drank wine and brandy: as if it 


had been, a tavern. Bets were open at all he 


neighbouring coffee · hauſes. Aide ni aba Sch 

Liſtleſſneſs, impatience, and ſatigue, were mark> 
ed on almoſt every countenance; each deputy 
mounted the tribune in his turn, and every one 
was aſking When his turn came. Some deputy 
came, I know not Who,. fick, and in his morning» 
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gown and night-cap.” This phantom enuſed a 
| good deab of diverſion in mme üemb t. 


Te countenances of thoſe” who” went . 
tribune, rendered more *furiereal" from the pale 
gleams of the lights, and who in a Now! and ſe- 
pulchral voice pronouneed only the word death ! 
All theſe” pbyſiognomies' which ſucceeded one 
another, their tones, their different keys; ; 'D'Or- 
| 16ans hifſed and groaned at when he voted the 
death of his relation; fome (calculating if they 
ſhould have time to dine before they gave their 

vote; whilſt women with pins were ' pricking 
| cards, in order to count the voiees; deputies who 
fell aſleep, and whom they were forced to awa- 
ken in order to vote; Manuel, the ſecretary, ſlid- 

ing away a few votes in order to ſave the un- 
happy king, and on the point of being put to 
death in the cotridors, as a puniſhment for his in- 
fidelity ; theſe ſcenes can never be deſcribed as 
they paſſed, it is impoſlible' to figure what wad 
were, nor will hiſtory be able to reach them. 
-- Such has been the caſe with each of the memo- 
rable days that have taken place; I was there, 
and never knew where I was, or comprehended 
the danger in which I was involved, or'all the 
ſingular things that ſurrounded me. 

I ſaw the head of Feraud borne on a 1 and 
I can give no account of his aſſaſſination; I ſaw 
Henriot give the. word of command to the canno- 
neers, and I know not how I got free and to my 
11 | own 


own Houſe; 1 learnt news of the vidtory 
13th Vendemfaire when ſeated in my curüle 


chair, and 1 did not yet know if there had been n 
battle. I ran to the palace f the Luxemburg 


on the 18th öf Friftider, without Enöwing tbe 
importance of that day; 1 neyer believed in the 
inſblent and fangufnary audacfty ef the” Nous 
taineers; becauſe I was near them; 1 late the in- 
ſtatit when Dyberret gave the Hignal of falling on 


forty wretches, who ſtiled themſelves excluſively 


the founders of the republle, and of ridding both 
France and the World of fuch monſters; that held 


to a thread; the cots droit for à long while loft 


the majority, only becauſe they had too much 
contempt for their adverſaries. None of us had 


any faith in their inconceivable. triumph! 1 ſay 


again, every thing is optical; it is impoffible to 
furniſh any adequate deſeription; the Mallet du 
Pans, for want of being with us, and of writing 
on the ſpot, ſketch nothing but images of their 
own fancy; every thing is falſe, lying, exagge- 
rated, out of the viſual line; all their reports are 


like old almanacks, and nothing they ſay ĩs either 


applicable to the morning or the evening. 


As every revolutionary criſis is compoſed of "ſl 
finiteſimals, theſe form the eſſential baſis of every 


event. | In general, the obſerver has had reaſon to 
be aſtoniſhed, becauſe all theſe events have-not 
only been unforeſeen, but were beyond the belief 


of _ man of ſenſe.” And how could we have 


formed 
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ſonmed any idea of ſuch, an excels of uſeleſs cru: 
elty, of ſuch abominable. extrayagance, without 
ax end a dodrine like that of Marat 's finding 
4 baſts,;, bagchaptes . anreulottiſed; and ad- 
mired, i in progortian as, they made een, 
| deous ; and Robeſpierre, aided, by the 
ſubjeRing to his arbitrary will theſe wen rho; 
Were as ambitious and. as profligate as bimſelf, | 
Ihre witneſſed the triumph of laquacigus and: 
iofuriated vulgagity, but I peyer, could have be- 
lieved it the day. before, becauſe I never, could 
have: admitted the delirium ox lethargy f a hole 
nation, nor of. power placed in the hands of inca- 
pacity and fglly. ,.. Impudent; crime, as it ſeemed, 
to me, :9ught/ to have concealed itſelf ip, the 
ſhades of night; I have ſeen it n ** ap- 
plauded. A ni i 3 ie 2 aich I 
| Notwithſtanding which, thoſe ho are. 10 2 Uli. 
tance from the ſcene pretend to explain the 
cauſes of ſuch and ſuch events of the revolution, 
ny they only confound b PRES. and Nr. 
How will the 8 — nt of this 8 
rinth? How will he avoid the ſway of his own 
opinion, when thoſe wha have the moſt penetrat- 
ing eyes have had ſuch; difficulty ip ſeizing the 
point of view; and of fixing an object in ſuch ex- 
treme and continual change of poſition?  _ 
It will be almoſt an umpoſlible taſk to write 


the n of the revolution till half a century has 
elapſed, 
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elapfed, becsufe its agents, ſtill more variable 
wan their paſfons, often eſcapè the eye, though 
it follow them attentively, and the principles 
which directed the day were no longer thoſe of 
to- mort w. Hoy wfite ſuch a hiſtory, if on 
Tofe the link of each day? for ſome events have 
taken place in à matmer ſo unexpeRted; that 
they ſeem to have wg een and not be- 
ann S111 5407 +40 
The <eannon-ball which r tins of the 
drawebridge of the Buſtille, would twelve hours 
ſooner or liter have remained without any effect; 
and if, on the day in which Robeſpierre reſtored 
the SupremeBeing to France, the bad had the wit 
to open all the priſons,' and proclaim the reign 
of clemency, like the Supreme Being, he would 
have erected for himſelf at the ſame — 
throne and an altar. | -4 
How many actors on this great thieatre! Game 
playing the part of Mahomet, others contenting 
themſelves with the ſubaltern characters of the 
Seid. You might as well fue the colours of the 
clouds as attempt to paint their phyſiognomies. 
If you are aſtonithed that fo many crimes have 
been committed, you naturally "enquire how ſuch - 
and ſuch men ſtopt in their carter, or how they 
ſtrayed out of their way? Great images, when 
neat us, are not therſamey all thoſe" injurious epi- 
 thets gen to our Ir to its authors, and 
rar N 11 wer its 


1 
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its partizans, fall to the ground when, \ we. fee it 
purſuing its march quite alone, and at thoſe times 
when it had no ſupport. The names of repub/ie, 
of refireſentative government, of hatred to hereditary 
governments, have operated on every brain. The 
deſtruction of privileges, and the ede de- 
e were univerſally felt: if 
War rages in Europe, . are 
fepplignntd undermining thrones. The potentates, 
jealous of retaining their ſtern domination, and 
coaleſcing with each other to keep, the human 
race in chains, conſpire againſt the nation which 
has given the rapid ſignal of liberty, to the world. 
They conſpire in vain; theſe kings, aſtoniſhed 
to ſee the ſceptre with which they oppreſſed 
their ſubjects, eſcaping at length from their hands; 
their conſpiracy is net * ove of Ford eges 
is paſt. 

And it is in order to 8 their privi- 
leges, to put birth in the place of virtue, ti- 
tles in the ſtead of labour, that a ſew men have 
ſeparated themſelves from their equals, and are 
anxious to exerciſe their vengeance. Les, it is 
a war for privileges which has devoured Europe. 
They are in open' hoſtility with human reaſon, 
and what is the aer by rare, Ns voice can be 
enced Fn ha 
Ineloſe a gde denehef SONG; in 2 As 
of the globe; the ſtronger the preſſure, the greater 
the exploſion. It is the ſame with the rights of 


man; 
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wan; attempt to annihilate them, and they are 
inſtantly eſtabliſhed; that is in other terms, their 


triumph i is henceforth ſecure in e e and 
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_ CHAP. CCLIV; 


DECREE. 


[ 


Br adecree of the executive directory of the 
lixth year, every journal or periodical writing in 


Which the old æra, which exiſts no longer for 


French citizens, ſhall be henceforth joined to the 
new era, even with the addition of the words 
(old ſtile) as has been indecently praftiſed hither- 
to, ſhall be prohibited. This article, at firſt fight, 
does not appear of very great importance ; but in 
the eyes of every reflecting republican it is evident 
that under the new regime we e the 
laſt root of the old. 

Since the 14th of Germinal, tub hae) he 
direAors of the theatres are obliged to regulate 
their repreſentations according to the republican 
calendar, and repreſent exactly every decade, and 


the days of national fites, without attending to 


Sundays and the fetes of the old calendar, when 
2 hoſ 
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thoſe days do mot occur either win un ordi- 
22 day. of amuſement, or Win n day of 
national fete, or with a decade. Dvery 'qheatre 
in contravention to this decree of the direttory, 
was to be ſhut up: nevertheleſs there will be al- 
ways ſome theatres open on Sundays. Go on 
thoſe days into our ehurches, und you will ſee a 
crowd ſo much greater, as they go in gratis. 


ee cf 


* 1. wi - <a, 


108 \MARGARITA.) bi vt mids; 


"the prief 75 vicar of St. 3 
bas juſt retracted his oath. Eaſter was approach- 
ing, and the odd old devots would no longer 
confeſs themſelyes to this great ſwearer. The 
new-born and the dead would nct, it is ſaid, have 
any thing to do with his buptil, or his de ra- 

fundit. bio ad 49 1901 n 
In Vain had he 8 fine fair locks, and 
put a fine, green nibband in his hat. This toilette 
LY not. ſeduce” them.. He. takes, another. reſolu- 

1 Her mounts his, pulpit, and declares to his 

5 — flock, that the oath which he took was only 
a matter of form, and that he repents and re- 

| tracts 
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tracts it. He beſeeches them afterwards, with 


the oily | eloquence of an artful hypocrite, to 


give him back their confidence, which he ſhould 
never have loſt but for this vilanous revolution. 
The whole auditory melted into tears ; and what 
was the reſult? that he had fourteen voices to be 
elected; and that fifteen only rejected him. 


CHAP. CCLVI 
Monopol Iz ER. » 4 


Tank are many kinds of them: ſome are in- 


duſtrious in buying up, caſh in hand, ſuch mer- 
chandize or wares as are at a low price, in order | 


to ſell them at an exorbitant price when they 
ſhould have become ſcarce. They have for this 
purpoſe a barometer in their warehouſes, which 
they raiſe or lower at their pleaſure. 


Their only end is to enrich themſelves, without 


troubling their heads whether the patriot or the 
ariſtocrat is in the right. The white cockade, or 


the national one, are perfectly indifferent to them, 


provided they gain ſo muck. This is the word 
with which they are beſt acquainted in the lan- 
VOL. 11, Ee guage, 
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gSuage, and which PDE to wel to have _ 
W 3M; 

be eb eldes DENY Oy ich: more ln 
ty. It is not their on private good which: they 
ſeek; in monopolizing objects of the firſt neceſ- 
fity; they ſet fire to every harveſt; they buryx 
their geld twenty feet under ground, without 
the leaſt regret. It is the general evil which 
they are anxious for. They are in hopes that 
the abſolute want of things of indiſpenſable 
neceſſity will begin by diſcontenting the people, 
that the people diſcontented will finiſh by re- 
volting, and then (the monſters!) comes the 
happy moment which they have languiſhed for, 
in order to make common cauſe with them, in 
having the air of compaſſionating them, and of 
kindling the torches of civil war, with Which 
they flatter themſelves that they "ſhall deſtroy 
the republic which they deteſt, becauſe it forces 
| their pride to bend to the level of equality. 
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EIGHTH OF SEFTEMBEER. 


Tux Parifians, under the old regime, went on 
the Sth of September in pilgrimage to Calvary, 
to addreſs their prayers ta the good Jeſus on 
the croſs. They have diſcontinued this holy exer : 
cife, fince Jefus is no longer at Calvary, and that 
it is in poſſeſſion only of the Bed thief — What 
do you call him Oh! It is nat I Who will tell 
you his name. I had much rather tell you 
ſomething quite new, which is, that the repreſen- 
tative Tallien is diſpoſed, according to Poultier, 
to accompany General Buonaparte in the great 
expedition which is preparing. Such are the 
pleaſantries which the Parifians allow themſelves, 
b f on TR ale 
_ the firſt, 
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CHAP. CCLVIIL | 


© MEN OF LETTERS. 
It is who ſhall uſurp the title of man of let- 
ters; you know not how to give or how to 
conteſt it; and it is at Paris particularly that we 
ſee many writers ſcarcely known, and whoſe pa- 
triotiſm is more than doubtful; in haſte to get up 
a little piece, vaſtly republican. Ha, ha! ſay they, 
you reproach men of letters for not ſhowing 
themſelves. Well! here I am with my civic 
drama. 
A very painful refleAion, which muſt frike 
every perſon, is, that theſe men of letters, who 
have contributed moſt by their writings to make 
our glorious revolution, have all died before its 
immortal exploſion. Here, ſince liberty is eſta- 
bliſhed, what writings would not the Monteſ- 
quieus, - the Voltaires, the Roufſeaus, the Ma- 
blys, the Helvetius, the Diderots, have publiſh- 
ed! thoſe who, under deſpotiſm, holding the 
torch of truth in their hands, dared to ſhake off 
from it but a few ſparks! I wiſh a philoſophical 
writer would undertake a work in the form of a 
dialogue, in which theſe great men, meeting in 
the 72 1 fields, and conſequently diveſted of 
i 4 paſſions, 
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paſſions, ſhould ſhow each other to what degree 
each of them in particular co-operated by his 
genius to the regeneration of France. I ſhould 
think I had deſerved. yell of my,country, if when 
I died I left this work on my tomb! Alas! I 
am looking particularly at Paris, for the ſucceſſes 
of the illuſtrious writers whom I owe . apt 
vor clamantis in deſerto. i 
I do not reckon. among men e thoſe 
who with juſt contempt are called journeymen, 
and of whom the public ſometimes avenge them- 
| ſelves in a ludicrous manner. A piece lately 
met with the greateſt ſucceſs at the theatre; a 
journeyman writer of the Petites Affiches took it 
into his head to abuſe in his newſpaper the work 
which had been received with approbation by 
the public; the public, ſeated. on their tribunal, 
ordered the newſpaper to be brought before 
them, and condemned it to be torn in 6272808 
the __—_— which pace was Guly 8 
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W are indebted to Ae of the academy 
of ſciences, for theſe heavy and uſeleſs: barriers, 
a ner ſpecies of oppreſſion exerciſed by the raiſ- 
ing of taxes on their fellow- citizens. But, alas 
this great 8 1 Was a farmer. 
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ud Et raccourcir,notre horiſon, . 8 1 
Le ferme a juge neceſſaire | 
'De nous ee. 
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4 we Wan bine which the Pari · 
ſians made againſt this inſulting encloſure. Thie 
ſecret end in view was to maſter and reſtrain the 
city, many of the edifices at its entrance being 
real fortreſſes. 

When the Duke of Nivervois' advice was aſk- 
ed in this new encloſure, he anſwered angrily, 
I am of opinion that the author of this project ſhould 


be hanged. The unfortunate Lavoiſier was not 
hanged, but guillotined by the decemviral tyran- 
ny, which in its profound ignorance confounded 


« of the firſt rank TW an apothecary. 
The 
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The walls are ſtil ſtanding ; tha de teſtable in- 
cloſure aids the collection of the roa - tall, which 
is levied. notwithſtanding. the remonſtrances 
againſt it; but as it is the carriages which pay, 


the toll, which is applied to the re 
roads, tbeſe gomplaintũ hh varealopable ip 
every man of ſenſe. - 


1 1 * | 27 ty; |; 


and whoever keeps a carriage can very wel pa 


_ Theſe barriers. differ- from each * Th 
in their form, ſize, and internal conſtruction. 


Some reſemble caverns, others tombs, churches, 
and ſome are» as magnificent as Palaces, The 


architect has exhauſted e his fantaſtic deſigus. 
The farmers-general gave . pit the 


city conoled iel ith in- 
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ſpeak, more 


properly, the Pariſians garden of love. 
Scarxcely has the zepbyr in the firſt fine days of 
ſpring fanned the lilach with its odorous breath, 
than a thouſand ſwarms of airy nymphs aflemble 


in this . ſpot. Lou * them tripping 


along 
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| along the narrow pathways edged vin dose 
ſhrubs, warbling their notes, and quicker- eyed 
tan the Arguſes who are ſet to wateh them, 
they pluck with their little” nimble fingers the 


fragrant branches. © Theſe treaſures open and are 


vaniſhed in a day. It is an babitual ſort of theft, 
which every year before the wenn — 
officer love Juftifies by the intention. = 

But it is in the middle of June, the time Gen 
the cherties redden like rubies on the trees, 
vhen the young peaſant- girls gather the cooling 
_ currants; and carry off the baſkets of ſtrawberries 
on their heads, that you ſee the multitude” wind- 
ing along the paths, and climbing to the top of 
Belleville, to regale themſelves with theſe re- 
freſhing fruits. The children trip along before 
their parents, carrying their proviſions for dinner, 
a walk which had been à long time promiſed 
them as the reward of their good behaviour. 
Tranſported with joy, they are anxious to reach 
the top. The younger ſiſter fits down by the fide 
of her brother at the foot of the windmill, from 
which the eye plunges down on Paris and its 
antique towers. On that ſpot all the girls are 
pretty; the 0 baer b een their 
cheeks with roſs. 

What pencil Wan . the tamen of 
the fad inhabitant of Rat-ſtreet, or Rag-lane, who 
fees no other garden than the pot of mint at his 
ne, when he beholds the immenſe proſpect 
| which 
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which from the beights of Romainville, where 


| heſarfives covered With ſweat, Uiſplays Itſelf at 


once to his view; particularly in one of thoſe 
ine days when the azure of the heaven extends 


its — n above this 1 = 


; ture. ane ie en wg as 


With abe delight doth Noo wile 
the ſoft undulations of: the diſtant! hills and the 
_ yellowing harveſts! How he admires thoſe fer- 
tile plains, which are cut at intervals by long 
avenues, clumps. mn trees, _— 1 
hamlets!” 0 wr 


Proud of the e which be is exploring, 


the young huſband is anxious to make his young 
companion, who leans languiſhingly on his ſhoul- 
der, perceive all its beauties. You' might ſup- 
poſe them two lovely children, looking with 
. tranquil pleaſure at the e * the Ie 
land in the Bibſe. 


| While the higher claſſes wk chizein, hd bans | 


atededed: the high nobility, fly in cabriolets 
with two courſers towards the new gardens of 


Armida, to yawn under weeping willows loaded 


with ſeven-coloured lamps, or contemplate, f py- 


glaſs in hand, a few ſheep wandering over moun- 


tains: fix feet high, the labouring claſſes,” diſ- 


daining thoſe faſhionable puerilities, continue to 
go and admire at EIDOS in "the _ of 
St. Gervais. 


"OE | 7M Theſe 


| 
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- +; Theſe ſtnilipg orchards are not haunted by re- 
ſtaurateurs, Who ſerve up ſoups n i Conde 3> but 
here you meet with the [refreſhments of dairies, 
or guinguettes, where the violin animates the 
branches; there you meet with none but joyous 
gueſts, who, fitting under the ſhade of apple: trees, 
make a rural vepaſt among butterflies and 
flowers. NBA Yi WI euere 
55 On chin alight ſpot every thing is natural, 
evety thing is freſhmeſs, life, and animating 
beauty. You have the warbling of birds, and 
the voices of -a thouſand lovers, for a concert ; 
for a ſhade, alleys of cherry+trees ; for parterres, 
beds of perfuming ſtrawberries'; for caſcades, ri- 
vulets which ſport with murmuring note over a 
bed: of pebbles their limpid ſtr em. 

And when autumn protrudes its head, loaded 
with fruits, when the vine lets its purple grapes 
hang from the tops of elms, which it embraces 
with its branches, thither they return to enjoy 
thoſe gifts; ſome to taſte the forbidden apple, 
others to ſteal more gentle favours. 

Ah, how many charms at the end of a ſine 
day have theſe enchanted places; and how many 
tender deſires are 4. _ the OE of 
* | 
Often at dis happy moment a ene 

2 from an arbour, flies another Apollo. 

| The 


Lo 
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The: 4over, with eye -inflarhed, purſues on the 
wing of deſire che Ohjett of his love. How for- 
tunate he is ; he reaches her, and ſhe does not 
change into laurels in his arms. 
It is in theſe Jabyrinths of rural pleaſure that 
the citiaens of Paris, waiting for the glorious 
| peace which ſhall ſecure to the world the. li- 
berty of the ſeas, go and repoſe from theit 
labours. What philoſopher can behold them, 
without a ſentiment of pleaſure, deſcending in 
long ſtteams on the evening of a fine day the 
mountain of Belleville, athwart the illuminations 
of the guinguettes and the joyful exclamations 
of the dancers, who dance the pas de charge f |, 
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ta there are no * een r 
pliced,; or caſſocked folks, and that we may 
laugh at the dreſs of a biſhop or a cardinal, we 
ſee nothing in the gallery of paintings but monks 
of all colours, 'deacons, prieſts in function; and 


alonglide,' $ is natural, executioners and Puniſh- 
ments. There was a regime of terror of old. 
and 
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and theſe ſacerdotal furies have been 3 
talized by the pencil of great maſters. On hat- 
ever ſide I turn my eyes, I ſee blood in theſe 
cebélebrated paintings. Have they brought them 
from ſo great a diſtance, and expoſed them with 
ſo much affectation, in order to juſtify our on 
exceſſes? By the ſide of ſo many bloody i images, 
how many impertinent ideas! what a worn-out 
ſyſtem! what à ridiculous” ſelection! what 
poverty in all theſe. eonceptions called religious! 
The Saint Cecilia of Raphael, with all her vio- 
lins/ at her feet, and her book of muſic open, 
will never ſing; the lion of St. Jerom will never 
let us hear any of his roarings; the executioner's 
arm, for ever ſuſpended, will happily never de- 
ſcend on the neck of that poor Girondin, I ſhould 
einn | 
| Piles, cords, croſſes, heads cut off 1 ſtuck 
on pikes, or laid in diſhes; theſe frightful images 


recall the frightful days of Robeſpierre, that new 


Domitian. Is it to accuſtom our eyes and our 
hearts to ſcaffolds and tyrants, that all thoſe 
paintings have been accumulated? How hi- 
dkous and diſguſting they are! Put them out of 
the way, unleſs you offer them as an inſtance 
of the exceſſes of the human mind: but at leaft 
do not baptiſe with the name of maſterpieces 
works which cannot explain themſelves, nor 
ſhew with what intentions _ been. com- 


Paved: | 
The 
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The fineſt and moſt energetic heads are always 
thoſe of the executioners. Poor young man, 
who have juſt been copying theſe hideous fea- 
tures, you will perhaps admire; them, and call 
them energetic ;' you will ſpon take murder for 
greatneſs, and become as ferocious as your maſ- 
ter David, the: admirer and erte, of — ood 
his peers. | 

We ſurvey with ecſtaſy all theſe — 
paintings, which propagate ſuperſtitious ideas; 
we dwell upon them; we follow the animated 
geſtures of thoſe lifeleſs figures; we ſind motion 
in motionleſs images; we are waiting for the 
words that are coming out of their half-opened 
mouths; their heads ſeem alive, and yet are al- 
ways fixed in the ſame poſition; we remain, in 
ſhort, in awful aſtoniſhment. before each of thoſe 

deſigns which never vary; and nevertheleſs, a 
ſimple villager who paſſes near thoſe pictures, 
juſt gives them a glance. I gueſſed at his good 
ſenſe, I accoſt him, I ſpeak to him; the whole of 
this is nothing to him but lying images. 

He ſtops a longer time before the ſpectacle of 
nature; he has not forgotten, that above his 
head the ſun, eternal lamp of the world, ſhines 
with incomparable ſplendor, enlightens the 
works of God, who hath ſuſpended it in the 
immenſe vault of the ' heavens; he hears with 
delight the murmur of a rivulet, which, burſting 
out from its ſource, flows in limpid ſtreams. acroſs - 
a meadow j 
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Piece of canvas; he picks it, and runs to. put it 
in the boſom of his miſtreſs; he is give to ob- 
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&rtheallow;” ds berstbes Saar jer abe dg of 
the flowers which the zephyr wafts on its wings 3 


# field roſe on a thorny buſh is not for him a 


jets of feeling alone; if he ſees a dance of ſhep- 
herds under the elm, he flies there, and chuſes 
the beauty which pleaſes him; he joins her hand 
to his; he has no need, in order to know the plea- 
fare of the dance, to conſult Watteau or Teniers. 
He ſmiles with -pity when he hears that a rich 


man has paid forty thouſand livres for a piece of 


painted cloth of four feet in length. 1 ſhould 
much rather,” anſwers he, have a farm in 
« bearing, and- trees that produce 1 8 en a 
* landſcape in painting“. 

The longer you look over a vaſt extent of 


country, the more you are perſuaded that it is 


not with terreſtrial obje&s that we ought to re- 
preſent terreſtrial things. What repreſents na- 
ture is an animated ftile, a deſcription ;' all other 
means are weak; powerleſs, bounded, and place 
the admirer at the feet of the painter, and the 
painter with his frame murders nature. It is 
only in deſcription that conſiſts the imitation of 
3 to a high degree. Me 

Far from me, material images to expreſs ma- 
terial things! Intellectual ideas only can repre- 
ſent them, for the reproduction of objects, and 
perfect imitation, are in us, and not out of us: 
k do 
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do not go elſewhere to find them; Shut your 
eyes, it is then that you inhabit an intellectual 
edifice hung round with magnificent - piftures, 
and ſuch as the muſeum cannot offer. Speech 
is every thing; and the other arts are nothing in 
compariſon. | Speech! hear the harangue of the 
fſavage; read the erb ee ee n 
the fables of Fontaine! | 

It is worthy of a man 5 ſenſe not to let ""- 
ſelf be controuled by a paſſion for pictures. Why 
place the image without us, cold, confined, ina- 
nimate, while we can poſſeſs it within us living, 
and always in harmony with nature? | 

It is in the eneloſure of cities, of thoſe great 

priſons, that began that falſe taſte, which makes 
us look at a landſeape on a wall, inſtead of going 
to viſit the neighbouring foreſt. I never met in 
Switzerland but one amateur of pictures; he 
was old and bedridden. In view of the Alps, 
copies of nature would be as miſplaced as the 
marine pieces of Vernet in ſea ports. Can the 
pencil ever raiſe the waters _ this: Wen of 
Virgil? En43549% 9g 
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The life of thirby Raphaels iii cafficient 
to tranſlate the ſecond book of the Ancid; and 
what is Albano, compared with the tears and 
_ of the tender Tibullus. 9 


When 
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with ſome impudent advertiſement, propoſing a 
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When our ſight has been familiariſed for-any 
lei of time with a crowd of moving objedts, 


the frame of which is immenſe, that is tb:ſay, 
when we have travelled ſome months, and\efpe- » 
cially poſt, it is impoſſible to regard the ſky of a 


painter otherwiſe than as a groteſque imitation; 
nevertheleſs, theſe frivolous things throw nations 
and certain men into incalculable expences. 
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- CHAP. CCLXIE 
ADVERTISEMENTS IN 1796. 


Wi can ſcarcely take a ſtep without meeting 


loan, on good ſecurity, at a reaſonable intereſt ; 
and this reaſonable intereſt is * or you per. 


cent. per month. on: 3H a 


How ſhall we 00 40 3 avarice of 


uſurers, who poſt up on the walls the confeſſion 


of their own: knavery? What makes the poli- 
tician and the moraliſt lament is, that this uſury 
ſtalks along with bead erect; and if we let it go 
on much longer, will ſwallow up the remaining 
ſpoils of rentiers, clerks, and every honeſt public 
functionary. Paris, nevertheleſs, preſerves a 

wonderful 
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wonderful air of tranquillity. The money- job. 

bers of to-day are no way behind-hand the ci- 

devant men of the court, and rather ſurpaſs them 

in folly. One might ſuppoſe that pleaſures and 
riches are created for thetn alone. 

Never were there ſo many theatres, concerts, 
dances, dinners, traiteurs, limonadiers, public 
gardens, fireworks, lyceums, journals, and wine- 
merchants. This variety of amuſement is a 
phenomenon in the midſt of a moſt murderous 
war, at the end of a revolution which ought to 
excite only melancholy ideas; this oftentation of 
opulence, diſplayed by ſo many individuals, amidſt 
the diftreſs of government; this ſpirit of indif- 
ference, diffipation, and prodigality, which has 
taken poſſeſſion of every claſs; this thirſt of gain, 
and want of œconomy; this plratical avidity, 
which is put in play to obtain riches; and this 
ſort of extravagance with which they are diſſi- 
pated, are real phenomena. This day creates 
fortunes, to-morrow witneſſes their deſtruction. 
That man, deſcending from his garret to inhabit 
a palace, is by and bye conſtrained to repair to 
his former haunt. 

The noiſe of a diſcordant violin invites every 
evening the mechanic, the ſoldier, the griſette, the 
water-carrier, to the brandy-ſhop, converted into 
a hall for dancing ; while the drawing-rooms, 
which'you might ſuppoſe created by the wand of 
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fairies, are Sled with thoſe who, are grown 


newly rich. a 

In the former of theſe two claſſes, the lake, the 
language, as well as the coſtume of the /ans culot- 
terie, is preſerved in all its purity ; in others, on 
the contrary, whatever recalls the republican 
form, is put carefully out of the way; every effort 


is made to ape the old court, and the former 
bonne comfragnie ; and they imitate them as hap- 


pily as Jodelet and Maſcarille imitated their maſ- 
ters, when they dreſſed themſelves 1 in their ſtolen 


Coats. 


The theatres have been very much frequented 
this winter; but it is not there as at the ball; 
each claſs has not its theatre; all claſſes mingle 
at Nicolet's and the opera; for the people who 
formerly went only to Nicolet's, pique themſelves 
at preſent on going to the latter. Do not how- 
ever imagine, that they have gained any ihing in 
the way of inſtruction, and that the taſtes which 
have an air of greater delicacy are the indi- 
cation of a change of manners. The dearneſs of 
handycraft work, fruit of the revolutionary 
regime, has ſpread over the lower claſſes 
of ſociety an eaſe hither unknown, which per- 
mits the mechanic to ſatisfy his old incli- 
nations for intemperance, and indulge that kind 
of inſtinct which draws. him on towards enjoy- 
ments, of which formerly he never had an idea. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. CcLXII. 
MED I CINE. 


 Mzp1icins is the moſt intereſting part of 
phyſics; but although the moſt cultivated, is the 
leaſt advanced, and the leaſt underſtood. It is 
now what, at the beginning of this century, were 
the other branches of experimental philoſophy. 

Caſt your eyes over the moſt eſteemed treatiſes 
on medicine, you will find, inſtead of a ſimple 
and luminous theory, lying hypotheſes ; the ab- 
ſurd ſyſtems of animaliſts, vitaliſts, pretended chy- 
miſts, irritaliſts, in the place of evident princi- 
| ples; and a blind and dangerous routine inſtead 
of ſimple practice, founded on inconteſtable prin- 
ciples. Shall we be very wide of the truth, if 
we ſay of medicine, of modern medicine eſpe- 
cially, what Heraclius ſaid of art, 1 name is 
life, but its work is death. 

Anatomy has made conſiderable n and 
it is almoſt the only part of medicine in which 
uſeful diſcoveries have been made. The moſt 
valuable is that of the immortal Harvęy; and 
yet, what has reſulted from it? the ridiculous 
ſyſtem of the ſource of all diſeaſes being in the 
blood; the abuſe alſo of bleeding, abuſe a 
Ff 2 | thouſand 
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thouſand times more fatal to mankind than the 
uſe of gunpowder, 

We. ſhould conſider true phyſiology as the 
Principal baſis of ſound practice; but this im- 
portant part of the art of curing is not known 
amongſt us, ſince in the numerous volumes which 
we have on this matter, we ſee no ſolid expla- 
nation of the animal functions, of the relation 
between the ſolid and fluid parts of al human 
body 5 &c. c. 

Is the moſt eſteemed noſology any other thing 
than a faſtidious nomenclature, infinitely more 
fitted to lead medicine aſtray than enlighten its 
practice? 5 

One of the ie of medicine has pre- 
tended to Eſtabliſh ſixteen hundred kinds of 
fever. 

All the noſplogiſts without any 8 give 
a great number of ſymptoms as diſtinct diſeaſes. 
This miſtake inevitably throws the practitioner 
into errors, oftentimes dangerous, ſorgetimes 
fatal. 

Hitherto we have my nothing but 8 
about pathology, which is all error, obſcurity, 
and incertitude. The materia medica is the 
opprobrium of phyſicians. There groſs igno- 
rance lays itſelf quite open; no ſyſtem is ſo ex- 
travagant that has not been built on the ope- 
ration of drugs: ſome give them the mechani- 
cal. powers of the wedge, of the knife, of a point, 

" It &c. 
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dec. c.; others make them act by à kind of 
magie on the different parts of the body ; hence 
remedies We cordial, Petia hepatic, bees 
Kc. N 

Treatiſes on ane might furniſh us with 

a thouſand new proofs that, the materia medica 
is till in its cradle. Let us open one of theſe 
hieroglyphical repertories; we ſhall find that the 
far: famed therical tincture is compoſed of fixty- 
five drugs, and of thefe three are compounded. 
God alone knows the effect which may be pro- 
duced by remedies compoſed of ſo great a num- 
ber of drugs, fo different from each other, and ſo 
little fitted, at leaſt ſome of them, to enter into 
the fame compoſition. But the height of folly | 
is the advertifirig courſes of chymical materia me- 
dis; as if the real materia medica could be 
treated after other principles, and by other pro- 
ceedings, than thoſe of chemiſtry. If you wiſh 
for a more ſtriking proof of the profound igno- 
rance of phyſicians on this importagt part of the 
art of euring, we ſhall find it in the materia ne- 
dire of one of the moſt celebrated phyſicians of 
this age, where we ſee in a preſcription, in as 
many letters, the ſalt of duobus and vitriolated 
tartar, There is not an apothecary's apprentice 
who does not know that the ſalt of duobus and 
the vitriolated tartar is one and the ſame ſalt. - 
Prefervative medicine is what has occupied 
phyſicians the leaſt. It ſuppoſes a degree of 
knowledge 
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knowledge which is certainly not acquired 0 
ſchools, and which we ſhould look for in vain i in 
books; beſides, in inveſtigating this important 
part of medicine, would not thoſe miniſters of 
health be afraid of hurting their perſonal | in- 
tereſt ? ad 

The teoproftigue ſeems to have caged their 
whole attention : they hold however very erro- 
neous ideas on that point. But what can we 
expect from a practice which is not enlightened 

by a conſiſtent theory, and which has no incon- 
teſtable principles for its baſis. They are not 
more happy therefore in the cure of acute, than 
of chronical diſeaſes. It would be eaſy to prove, 
with reſpett to the firſt, that the practice of the 
divine Hippocrates, and of his true followers, 
was more ſucceſsful than that of our modern 
phyſicians ; probably becauſe. theſe old maſters 
did not believe that the ſeat of all theſe diſor- 
ders was in the blood, and thought it their duty. 
not to be prodigal of this vital fluid.. 

Chronical diſeaſes are the ſtumbling blocks of 
our phyſicians ; they ſcarcely ever cure one, and 
they have ſometimes alſo the mortification of 
ſeeing quacks perform what they believed and 
declared to be impoſſible, If they triumph over 
any diſeaſes, it is by mere chance; and ſo it 
ought to be, ſince having entertained wrong ideas 
about them, their treatment muſt neceſſarily be 
wrong alſo. To be convinced of this, you have 


only 


1 
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only to hear them talk about inflammation, fe- 
ver, apoplexy, dropſy, malignant fever, on va- 
pours, on all ſorts of diſeaſes, and ſee how they 
treat them, &c. To form a true judgment of the 
profound ignorance of phyſicians, you ſhould ob- 
ſerve them with their patients. They would 
have nothing to ſay if they had not contrived 
this convenient ſubterfuge, that agitations and 
pains are nervous movements. When a doctor 
anſwers, it is nervous, he thinks he has given a 
moſt luminous ſolution. | 
The misfortune of phyſicians is having looked 
on medicine as a particular ſcience, and not hav- 
ing conſidered it as the moſt important part of 
phyſlicks—chymiſtry ; theſe two ſciences make 
at preſent but one; but from having been too 
long enchained by the ſpirit of ſyſtem ; from not 
ſtopping to examine what falls under obſervation ; 
from having drawn falſe conſequences from the 
diſcovery of the circulation of the blood ; from 
having been the copyiſts of each other ; from 
having taken a blind routine inſtead of the plain 
road, all which unhappily are the exact features 
of our mode of practice, what is it but a ſyſtem 
of the moſt dangerous empyriciſm, Might we 
not apply to the phyſicians what Cicero ſaid of 
the augu rs, That they could not meet each auler 
without laughing ft © 
Let us not, however, deſpair of iedicine; It is 
likely that the moment is near, when we ſhall/ſee 
| | it 
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it make the moſt rapid progreſs. For ſome 
years paſt, the natural ſciences, chiefly true phy- 
ficks—chymiſtry, has made fuch confiderable way, 
that it is become impoſſible for medicine to wal - 
low much longer in its ſloth, or for thoſe great 
wigs not to give up their old nonſenſical kitchen 
preparations. The dropſical are no longer con- 
demned to be devoured by thirſt. This ſucceſs 
will very probably be followed *. a dit num- 
ber of albern. | 


CHAP. ccLxIV. 


BONAPARTE AT THE PURLIC ASSEMBLY QF. 
THE. NATIONAL INSTITUTE, 15TH. 
NIVOSE, GTH YEAR, 


On! how intereſting was that aſſemblage of 
celebrated, diſtinguiſhed, and ſcientific men of 
every deſcription, among whom was feated Bo- 
naparte! The inſtitute ſhone on, that day with 
all the glory of the hero. In vain did he endea- 
vour to hide himſelf from the looks of the ſpec- 
tators under the dreſs of a comman individual ! 
It was he alone whom they ſought; and the plea- 
ſure of poſſeſſing him. was diſplayed. in the eyes 
of 
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of the iltuſtrious men who! were in bis pre- 
ſence. 


What a * ape the Wies of me 
canqueror of Italy! We were afraid, if I may 
be allowed the expreſſion, to interrupt his me- 
ditation and the repoſe of his foul. It was no 
longer the ſhrill ſounds of the trumpet which 
gave the ſignal of the fight ;-a mournful muſe, 
throwing flowers over the tomb of the pacifier of 
the Vendee, mowed down in the ſpring time of 
life, ſpoke to the French Achilles of his worthy 
and valiant friend. Such is the fate of warriors, 
death and glory! and as they offer up the moſt 
precious of ſacrifices to their country, my fame 
is great and tranfcendant ! | 

Fine verſes, well recited, make 5 the 
ſame impreſſion on the foul as the ſound of can- 
non in battle on that of warriors. Every heart 
was glowing, and the whole RP roſe up 
when this line was repeated, 


„L' Angleterre palit au ſeul nom de klaue ts 


Applauſes were alſo. renewed on this other line, 

where, ſpeaking of our young heroes grown old in 
the art of war; the 2 exclaimed, m —— 
accents, 


a Iss franchirent les monts, ils franchirent les mers!” 
Among the engraved portraits of Bonaparte, 
that of Henſeliz alone has retained the features of 
the 


* 
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the hero. 1 am alſo going to take my graving- 
tool, or rather (for I ought to be modeſt in 
ſpeaking of Bonaparte) my pencil. 

Bonaparte is of the, middle fize, a little ſtoop- 
ing, thin, of ſomewhat a delicate frame, and ner- 


vous; his hair is of a deep cheſnut, falling over 


a large forehead; his eyes are large, dark, quick, 
and piercing, aquiline noſe; a raiſed chin, like 

that of the Apollo Belvidere, pale complexion, 
hollow cheeks, a voice unreſtrained and com- 
poſed; he liſtens attentively to thoſe who ſpeak 
to . and anſwers briefly; bis air is ſolemn, 
but open; he has not the auſterity which cha- 
racteriſes the head of Brutus: you may judge 


from his addreſs that he is a temperate, medi- 


tative man, but tenacious in the point which he 
has in view; that his pale complexion reddens 
in a deciſive action; that his body is all nerve, 
like that of the lion; that he fights in the ſame 
way; that he is indefatigable, and flies like 
lightning towards the enemy, before whom he 
never knew fear ; this fire is concentered ; he re- 
ſerves it for great and ſtrong exploſions, and it 
does not i1print on his motions that reſtleſſneſs 
natural to men who. are only ardent, and who 
have not the faculty of ſelf-poſſeſſion. 
Serious as Cato, from him the French will 
learn to be ſedate, to reſpett their magiſtrates, 
their repreſentatives; to deſpiſe that light airy 
9 for which they have been charac- 
teriſed; 


* 
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teriſed; to lay aſide their habits of punning, which 


are fit only for giddy-headed men and the maſ- 
ters of puppet-ſhows. 

Let republicans then take Bonaparte for a 
model, and ſince they reſpe& him both as a wiſe 
man and a warrior, let them imitate his reſerve 
and demeanour ; let them afſume his ſimple and 
ſober dignity. Fewer words will evince more 
reflection, and leſs mobility of features more of 
greatneſs and reaſon. The ſacrilegious double 
entendre, which diſgraces many of our ſocieties 
and our theatres, ought no longer to diſhonour 
the ſtyle of a great nation; let us learn to 
converſe as we have learnt to conquer, with- 
out violent exertions, and without exaggeration ; - 
let us be the example of wiſdom, after having 
been that of victory; and let not a bon mot, 
made or repeated by a pamphleteer, turn into 
ridicule amongſt us the Ay letter of the laws, 


i 
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CHAP. FLY... 
"MY LAST VERSES. 


Mr dream of life is about to finiſh „ 1 
ſoon end. What ſhall I have to fegret? The 
hatred of the wicked! the clamours of envy? the 
poiſon of calumny, of which nothing can ſtop 
the courſe! the vexations which always purfue 
innocence | the capricious tricks of adverſe for- 
tune | the ſeditious pamphlets of a hero of the 
academy ee is the 3 of 
life. x $17 

My days were as a point; but this point, my 
friends, you may readily believe me, prefents to 
my eyes the great events of hiſtory. How many” 
crimes have been committed, how many ſublime 
virtues have aſtoniſhed France. I have ſeen the 
ſword of tyrants fall on peaceful innocence ; I 
have ſeen the people honouring ruffians, and 
while they ſatiated their vengeance in the name 
of that people, decorate their fury with the 
ſounding title of courage. 

I have ſeen pretenders to ſcience change their 
maſk, their language, and give their ſuffrages to 
thoſe monſters of blood. . I have ſeen the tomb 
of Marat near that of J. J. Rouſſeau. What, 

Frenchmen, 


1 
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Frenchmen, dared. ye place an abhorred mon- 


ſter near a writer honoured by the whole world! 


What rending recollections! Ah, horrible days, 


the recital of which will freeze our poſterity | 


with horror ! days for ever preſent to my remem- 


brance ! I have witneſſed their melancholy hats 


tory, 
It is time for me now to lie down in the night 
of the grave, there, forgetful of the aſſaſſins of 


my country, I ſhall find repoſe... Ah, poor. 
human race, art thou always, to drag along thy 
heavy lengthening chain ! 


But you, whoſe inſulting acclamations were 


heard on every ſide; you, who amuſe yourſelves 


to-day in ſallies more fooliſh than wicked, When 


the executioner lifted up his fatal arm, and 
ſhook before your eyes the bloody head, when 
terror had erected ſcaffolds on every ſpot, when 
the repreſentatives whom you now inſult were. 
loaded with chains as the reward of their cou- 
rage, your ſavage tyrants appeared without ſpot, 
and blameleſs. While you ſuffered Condorcet to 


periſh in a dungeon, and while theſe aſſaſſins 


were glutting themſelves with vengeance, you, 
like baſe and dumb ſlaves, held your peace 


Pillage, murder, conſpiracy, every thing then was. 


good in your eyes; and when our courage over- 
threw the execrable work of the monſters, ſhame- 


leſsly confounding perſons, times, and places, 


your abſurd arrogance inſulted innocence equally 
with 


45 
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with guilt If you were unhappy profiigate 
kbelliſts, did we fleep on roſes? : 
As when Liſbon, amidſt the uproar” of thun- 


der, crumbled down beneath its overthrown 


walls; when ſubterraneous fires roſe up in array 
againſt it, indiſcriminately ſwallowing up men, 
women, and children, this terrific earthquake 
ſpared ſome of its vileſt inhabitants: a block- 
head, whoſe ſhoulder was bit by a flea, exclaims, 
Quick, quick, a club; oh! I am bit 
I will proclaim it through the world, and what 
is ſtill better, I will write; all Parnaſſus ſhall 
know it; Pegaſus, if it be neceſſary, ſhall be the 
newſcarrier ; the muſes ſhall awaken France by 
their cries: one of the forty... . O gods, that 
my old body ſhould be expoſed to ſuffering? I 
feel my indignation riſing: quick, quick, my pen, 
as the wind.” Sudden from his brain ſtarts forth 
a new work. © Oh! how finely it is turned, 
how new, how beautiful! we ſhall ſee in the end 
if in my rhetoric, which I may pique myſelf on 
knowing, in a diſcourſe which can be under- 
ſtood by me alone, ſo beautiful is it, gentlemen, 
that I ſhall render ye all, myſelf excepted, as 
black as Lucifer.” Such were the reflections of 
an old rhymeſter, who called himſelf a chriſtian, 
yet knew nothing of the duty of forbearance; 
who thinks himſelf the father or the ſupport of 
the tragic ſcene, for having made a few ſtill-born 
children to the fiſter of Thalia, which are already 
forgotten, 
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| forgotten, and who, to maſk himſelf more com- 
pletely, calls himſelf an honeſt man. But let 
him declaim ! let him regret in his vain rage the 
triple dynaſty of kings! why trouble ourſelves 
about this noiſy idiot, this empty rhetorician, 


'whoſe folly leads him to join the filly invective, 
the ſeditious cry of impudent royaliſm, to the 


bite of calumny? Truſt me, that he who is the 
leaſt diſpoſed to ſerve his country, who cries the 
loudeſt, and who forgets nothing that can diſ- 


* 


turb or irritate it, is, and ever was, the Acade- 


mician “. 


[ 


CHAP. CCLXVI. 
" BELLS. 


Tax bells have never made ſo much noiſe as 
ſince we have taken out their clappers. But 


what a clatter they will make for the dead, the 


new-born infant, and, I was going to ſay, for 

marriages ? but I recollect, the ſacrament of mar- 

riage was never accompanied by a peal; it was 

the moſt ſad of all ceremonies; they did not even 
ſing. | 

* Laharpe. | 
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The defenders of the religion of our fathers 
pretended. that bells were an effential part of 
divine ſervice. They are miſtaken ; matins were 
ſung for a long time, and bread and wine chang- 
ed into God, before that convenient invention of 
calling the faithful to church was thought of. 
Bells have alſo been very often uſed for profane 
purpoſes. In ſome provincial towns they rang 
at ten o'clock to ſummon the tipplers to leave 
the taverns—At the end of a quarter of an 
hour, every friend of Bacchus who remained in 
the cabaret was ſwept off by the patrole. | 

| The bells have no longer any tongue, which is 
very commodious for the ſick, the convaleſcent, 
and women in childbed; no other bell now is 
heard, than the little tingle, to ſummon the ſer- 
vant maids to ſweep the dirt before their houſes, 
In thoſe days of faction, every bell might have 
been made a tocſin: there is at preſent only one, 
and that is confided to the guard of the council 
of the elders. The great bells are all melted 
down, except the drones of Notre Dame, which 
hang ſtill in air. As to the chimes of the Sama- 
ritan, they ſometimes enliven us with their jingle, 
but only on public fetes ; heretofore they played 
when the king, queen, or dauphin paſſed : they 
play now with as good a grace for the anniver- 
fary of the 10th of Auguſt, and in that reſemble 
certain tongues that are not made of metal. 


CHAP. 
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1 will be for evety talking of catholiciſm 
as of the religion far exrelience 3: they will be for 
ever inviting every one by printed advertiſements - 
ſtuck on the wall, to come and hear an apo- - 


Jogy for religion, which they are to pronounce 


p 


on a fixed day againſt the innovators. Theſe 


innovators are the Proteſtants, who profeſs the 


religion of Enoch, Elias, Abraham, and Chriſt. 


Pure and Grople' homage \ rendered to the 


Supreme Being, the rewarder of virtue and 


the avenger of crimes; ſongs of 'gratitude, in 
which they celebrate an active Providence wes 


watches over the happineſs | of - mankind; 


_ courſe of practical morality, ſtript of the * 
of precepts ; man contiriually placed in the pre 


ſence of a heavenly judge, his own conſcience ; 


worſhippers towards heaven, and relieving the 
mind from the attention which, it has given to 
| the teaching of the miniſter ;, this is what the 
catholic. prieſt calls an impious innovation. , 
vor. 11. r To 


the duties of the citizen, and the public man, 
explained with conciſeneſs ; inſtruction mingled 


with harmonious muſic, elevating the heart of the 


\ 
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To the probability of the rapid propagation 
of the worſhip of the Proteſtants, is joined 
the neceſſity of recurring to religious ideas, of 
putting aſide whatever there is myſterious. or un- 
intelligible in dogmas, in order to preſerve in 
all their purity thoſe principles, thoſe moral inſti- 
tutions which have no limits, inaſmuch as they 
embrace every thing which can extirpate vice, 
prevent crimes, and encourage virtue. 


. 


CHAP. oc Vn. age. 


unt, MAxAGER, 4; eee 

ZN cent 60 Nicolet, and who exhibits all 
hols pantomimes in which figure monks, whom 
we ſee no longer in France, bloody nuns, black 
penitents, all the frocks, cordons, and ſandals of 
the ancient monkery ; he is the man to act all 
ſorts of religious farces on his theatre; ànd Fhave 
heard ſay, that he is going ſoon to repreſent the 
maſs. Opinions are already divided on this point, 
and bets opened. It is even ſaid, that a certain 


fat vicar, who is now aſking alms, will act as 
heretofore the part to perfection, that he will 
ſuck the —— with a deliciouſneſs ſo as to en- 
TY 2 chant 


* | q * * * 
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chant the audience, and which he will perform | 
with the greater glee, as it was a long time ſince 
that he taſted wine. The part of the grand offi- 
ciator will be conteſted, on account of the ſize of 
the ſacred hat, which is very large, and the wafer, 
which is to be a thick cake. The reſemblance, 
it is ſaid, will be terrible, and ſo great, that the 
devotees will think they ſee Satan rather than 
the identical prieſt. By the ſide of the little 
maſs will be celebrated the great; this laſt is 
to have a chalice, which holds two quarts; the 
other is to be only an egg cup. ; 

The expences of this pantomime will not be 
very coſtly, ſacerdotal dreſſes of every deſerip- 
tion are to be purchaſed on every ſtall; people 
make them into-morning-gowns, as well to keep 
them whole as to amuſe the Theophilanthropiſts, 

and make the proteſtants ſmile. 

This manager, endowed with an inventive ge- 
nius, yielding in vigour to no perſon breathing, 
was at firſt a vender of pumice ſtones, then a 
.- drummer at a puppet ſhow, player, manager of 
the playhouſe at Rouen, and, as this is the age of 
promotion, director of all the dumb ſhows, which 
ſeem to promiſe us the reſurrection of that kind 
of amuſement ſo dear to the Romans, and for 
which they ſplit into factions. | 

At preſent you meet the director Ribie (for 
he bas no other title on the Bulevards) ; you 

meet him, I ſay, driving always a pair of moſt 
G g 2 elegant 
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elegant horſes, preceded or followed by à horſe- 
man dreſſed a la Franconi; and the model of an 


elegant carriage is that which tranſports the di- 
rector from one theatre to another, for he is . f 


manager of two; he directs two republics. 


Thus have 1 ſeen Poultier, a monk, l 5 

of tricks of light of hand, a Stentor at country 
play-houſes; adept in arts of grimace, author, then 
repreſentative of the people; and; to crown ſo 
much glory, journaliſt and editor of the Ami der 


Loi. But the director Ribie i is more Nn 
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"16 bild e ok wil at t Wes: 
ances, who ſees only the ſurface of things at 
Paris, every thing is tranquil, every thing ap- 
bears to go on very orderly. Every one thinks 
only of his own affairs; as for thoſe of the x, 3d 
lic, no one cares about them. | 
The happinefs which is promiſed us, al the 
maſs of inſtruction with which we are tobeillumin* 


8 . | ed, 
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are ſtill and will a long time remain faſt ſhut 
up in the great philoſophie volumes, which the 
people will never read, and thoſe which the phi- 
loſopher reads without believing a ſyllable. 
Inſtead of theſe, great books open the human 
baun, penetrate into the boſom of families who 
have ſhared neither in the extravagances of the 
ſovereign ſections, nor the horrible profits of 
money. jobbing: ſee them waiting with the impa- 
tience of grief for the phyſician who is to dreſs 
their wounds. They do not diſſemble that the 
victory of the 13th of Vendemiaire, neceſſary "a 
it was, has become a national calamity. , 


Look again at that mother, in the midſt of Eh, 


ive children, ſeaſoning a ſmall meaſure of beans, 
which coſt her twenty-five livres in aſſignats, with 
a quarter of a pound of butter of ten livres, and 
a quarter of a peck of charcoal, which coſt moe 
livres. 
This ſingle diſh of dried beans, this diſh which 
| coſt thirty-eight livres, this diſh which her chil- 
dren already devour with their eyes, is all her din- 
ner and that of her children. Her du gains 
only forty livres a day. 
With the forty ſous that remain he ling, to 
pay for the breakfaſt of his children; as for her, 
ſhe breakfaſts no longer; their ſupper, for ſhe 
eats none. He has alfo to pay the rent of his 
houſe, the waſhing, a crown for his ſhirt, ſhoes at 
15 two 
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two hundred livres, wood at a mn 88 
eandles at forty-five livres. | 
Think you that this woman is happy. and tran- 
quil? I know well that the convention is anxi- 
ous to diminiſh her misfortunes, which it laments. 
I know that it is encumbered with affairs; be- 
trayed, or all ſerved; But the evil is there; it 
weighs, every day, every minute on the heart of 
that unfortunate .. Hope! Ah, yes! hope, ſhe 
has great need of it; it is the repairing balm of 
every evil, it is the laſt conſolation which benefi- 
cent nature reſerves to us during the anguiſh 
of life, But always hope! Let us go out, let 
us quit this ſcene of ſorrow, and ſee what is paſ- 
ſing at the public places. What a change both 
in the decorations and the actors! The cabarets 
are filled with tipplers, one would ſuppoſe the 
wine coſt only fix ſous, and it is worth fifteen” 
livres, | 
The bets are 3 with gay 
ſongs, or patriotic diſſertations, and. the coffee 
coſts ten livres the cup. 1 | 
The theatres are brilliant, with crowds of well- 
dreſt people, The traiteurs ! ah! I dare not ap- 
proach theſe inviting tables, where the leaſt diſh 
is eſtimated at the value of fifty dinners. And 
the political news! ſome take no part in them, 
but inaſmuch as they furniſh occaſion for raiſ- 
ing their commodities ; others wait for the event. 


CHAP. 
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As WOMAN, e nin ſeemed to announce 

ſome education, and a certain degree of informa- 
tion, had been robbed of a ſilver ſoup-ſpoon. 
Overwhelmed with affliction at this loſs, which 
it required no great philoſophy to ſupport, ſne 
ſaid with ſimplicity enough, ſpeaking of the con- 
vention, But what are thoſe deputies doing, 
ſee if they will give me back my ſilver· ſpoon. 

How many others, without making uſe of the 


ſilly frankneſs of this language, are nevertheleſs 


employed only in getting back their ſouf-ſpoon, 
who make it the central point of all their ideas, 


of all their reflections, and of all their conver- 


ſation! Are they not ſaying in other terms: Le- 
giſlators, liſten only to my pretenſions and my 
hopes ; give me back my blue ribband, my ab- 
bey, my coat of arms, my tithes, my ſhrine, my 
livery. The revolution has ruined me; it has 
taken from me my place, cries one; and this 
place was valet of the wardrobe. The thunder 
of heaven ought to fall and puniſh all the revolu- 

tioniſts. 
How many perſonal intereſts are there which 
manifeſt themſelyes with this kind of indecency, 
it 


— 
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it would be endleſs to count them. Some of theſe | 
complaints are exaggerated, others are ludicrous ; 
but one would ſuppoſe, in hearing them talk, 
that the government was eſtabliſhed only to ſa- 
tisfy the private ambition of idle intriguers. 
It is, who ſhall enyy his neighbour ; thoſe who 
are in place, and thoſe who are out, are equally 
diſcontented, and exhale: themſelves in regrets ; 
merit, virtue, and talents, are overlooked ;\ every 
one boaſts of the ſacrifices which' he has made, 
the ſervices which he has rendered, the votes he | 
has obtained, and talks aloud: of the ingratitude 
with which he is treated. The places the moſt 
difficult to fill are not dreaded by incapacity ; on 
the contrary, they are indiſcriminately ſought af- 
ter, whilſt it were to be wiſhed that the citizen 
could not be a legiſlator, or fill up other import. 
ant functions, till he had acquired at once the 
age, the knowledge, and the ExPerienics ſuited for 
the occupation if a ſont e 
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Ix 1788, a. very Gogular moral phenomenon 
took place in Europe; a great nation, jealous 
of its liberty, conceived a paſſion for a nation 


who was the profeſſed enemy of liberty; a peo- 
ple fond of the arts, for a people who deteſted 


them; a tolerant and mild nation for a perſecut- 
ing and fanatical people; a nation ſocial and gay, 
for a people grave and miſtruſtful; in a word, the 


French were ſeized with a paſſion for the 22 \ 


according to M. Volney. 


The laſt Turkiſh ambaſſador has 3 made his 


entry, which was not very ſplendid, and was the 
talk only of ſeven or eight days. You meet 


with him every where, and he is every where 


treated with indifference. Neither his turban, 


nor his private habits, furniſh any longer matter 
for converſation; the little theatres i invite him al- 


terhately, as a ſupplement to their comedies ; no 


one ever reflects that he has not yet received the 
ſacrament of baptiſm. _ 

He was told that a great event had juſt Fas 
place at Paris, the 18th of FruQtidor, and that the 
directory had gained the victory. After having 
hiſtened 1 with the greateſt ſang froid, he aſked how 


many 
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1 many heads were ſtuck on the wills of the direc- 
| torial palace. © Not one: a drop of blood has 
* not been ſhed.” He could not recover his 
ſurpriſe. The following bill, ſtuck on the walls 
of Paris the ſame day, was read to him. A 
good reward to whoever will find a fine miniſter | 
* of Louis the XVIIth, quite covered with ſteel 
of the beautiful manufacture of Verſailles. No 
one knows what is become of him ſince the ' 
; « famous day of the 18th of Fruttidor. Who- 
* ever diſcovers any traces of him are invited to 
give information to the citizen Thibeaudeau, who 
« will pay the reward.” 
He was very much ſurpriſed to ſee that we 
had not only fine horſes, but ſtill finer than his 
own. I ſaw one of his attendants mount a moſt 
elegant and fleet courſer ; and though a line. of 
Virgil, which paints the horſe ſtriking | the earth 
with equal rebounds, is admirable, it is ſtill finer 
to ſee him running at liberty, his mane floating in 
the wind, and his noſtrils breathing flame. Such 
an image can never be worn out if we are fond 
of ſeeing this noble animal in his courſe. - 
What is laughable is, that beſides a great round 
fan which he holds in his hand, and which he fre- 
quently makes uſe of when he is at the theatre, 
one of his attendants fans him with another; it 
is probably the ſame officer who drives away the 


flies from him at dinner, | 0 : 
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„ e deen ſprend hut he had put to 
death one of his attendants, convicted of a theft 
at a jeweller's ; the fact was falſe, but it was al- 
ready a ſubject of examination how the ambaſ- 
ſador ſhould be tried, and it was concluded in 
uniting philoſophical and republican ideas tage- 
ther, that he could not eſcape capital puniſhment. 
This mode of reaſoning would not have taken 
place in 1740, for it was then imagined that 
the inviolability of a Turkiſh ambaſſador extend- 
ed even to the exerciſe in his hotel of the ee 
of E and death. A 


* 


cHAP. CcLXxI. 
GOOD TO KNOW: * 


Ir is well known at preſent that ***** de 
e, was the greateſt enemy of his brother 
and his king, and that he was \ always cons 
triving to make him fall into ſnares, hoping to 
' reap for his own account all the fruit which 
ſhould reſult from his ruin. This ***** was 
a bel-eſprit, and this is how he came to paſs for 

ſuch twelve times a week, and could ſpeak be» 
fore a circle of academicans. He could ſpeak, 1 


2 . . ſay, - 
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fay, nearly by the ſame mode of proceeding. as 
the ſpeaking doll of the Boulevards anſwers; the 
queſtions of the credulous and curious Pariſians. 
One Feres, his valet- de- chambre and ſecretary, 
taught him both the queſtions and anſwers of ſub- 
jects prepared and agreed on. When ***#* ſhall 
be at his petit leyes, I will tart a difficult queſtion. 
On this ſubject, his favourites preſent will torture 
their brains to get at the explanation; by and 
bye **#*#**, by a ſort of unforeſeen and offt hand 
anſwer, will relieve them from their embarraſſ- 
ment, and then every one will exclaim, *#*#*# 
is a mine of kiowledge, ah rh 15 the beſt informed 
man in the kingdom. PTY 
The Count E“, daily crammed with his 
ſecretary's wit, reminds us of the human voice 
of. the organ, which gives out ſuch charming 
ſounds only from the intervention of the organiſt 
concealed behind the pipes. At preſent, con- 
tractors for wit are plentier than ever. The rea- 
ſon of it is, that all men in place have more or 
teſs need of it, and when they do not or cannot 
manufacture wit themſelves, they. buy it ready 
made. 
There are therefore contradtors of every kind; 
contractors for bread, and contractors for meat; 
contraQors for wine, vinegar, brandy; 3 
for harneſſes, ſaddles, houſings; contractors for 
candles, pipes, wooden legs, crutches; in fing, 
contractors for wit, but thoſe: are the, contrac- 
HEN | | tors 
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'LirrLE Shack with ſhort 1b hare who 
effect the coiffure of the Roman emperor, ſon ß 
Veſpaſian, and lover of the beautiful and chaſte 
Berenice. Thoſe little chevaliers of the throne 
have created a vague kind of alluſion, and the 
name Titus is equivalent in their eyes to that of 
Louis the XVIth. The borrowed hair which 
formerly covered only the ſkulls of phyſicians, 
barriſters, bailiffs, and fiſcal attorneys, now orna- 
ments the heads of theſe young debauchees. Theſe 
Tituſes are in half-boots, moſt of them are ſpiti- 
dle-ſhanked and heRic'; they wear à button on 
their ſhoulder, decorated with the illuſtrious num- 
ber (which, readers, you may eaſily gueſs at), the 
number eighteen; it is placed almoſt on the part 
where the executioner heretofore engraved the 
fleur de lys., It is faid, that this mal-a-drefſe has 
terrified many of their partizans, and with good 

| reaſon; ; it has put a ſtop to the progreſs of the 
noble aſſociation of the Tituſes. 
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It you accoſt them, after heaving 2 figh = ac- 
; cording to cuſtom, they tell you, I have been 
* to Marli, but I have not diſcovemd Marli.“ 
One would ſuppoſe that the preſervation of all 
_ thoſe royal houſes intereſted the peace of the 
whole world, and that a nail, or a cloaths' preſs, 
ought not to have been deranged. The whole. 
band of theſe Tituſes are the official panegyriſts | 
of ahumane and virtuous prince, who would have 
conſented to the ruin of the capital, and the diſ- 
memberment of France, provided he had been left 


in peace to drink as he liked, to make locks, and 


hunt ſtags. Could any one have imagined that 
faſhion, though it be a divinity extremely fanciful 
and ſingular, would ever have introduced the Ti- 
tuſes amongſt us; who whiſper low, that they 
are the avengers of the throne; or have gueſſed 
that this fooliſh kind of impudence could have 
lodged itſelf in the. bodies of pygmies, while the 
republican patroles, who marched to the taking 
of the Baſtile, have advanced as far as Rome, 
Berne, almoſt to the gates of Vienna, * by and 
by to thoſe of. 
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1 8 of that wunde ERS 
mended by every philoſopher, and which is ſo well 
faited' to the ignorance and weakneſs of mankind; 


but if a kind of patent which the police-diſtri= 


| bures to the keepers of E. O. tables, one and 
thirty, c. with which privilege they ſet. at 
nougnht all the aſſaults of juſtices. of the peace. 
Their gaming-houſes are as open and as tranquil 
as if they fold cakes; their cuſtomers go in and 
out in open day as if it were a coffee-houſe; it 
is an invincible taliſman, which can neither be 
ſeized nor carried before correctional tribunals, If 
the proprietor ſhould be arreſted; he would take 
a paper out of his pocket with a ſmile, and cry, 
Halt ! there's my permiſſion. | 

A man of principle, one of theſe: men, who 
have always the words, laws, principles, in his 
mouth, may choke himſelf with rage, and ex- 
claim, that there is a law exiſting which for- 
| bids gaming, and which, until it be repealed, 
ought to be literally executed; the police is 
not leſs ſtedfaſt in farming out all the gaming- 
houſes at 120,000 livres a month. 


This 


** 
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This fum i is deſtined for the diſcovery of lifor- 
derly perſons of every deſcription which infeſt tlie 
republic, for the inſpeQtion of diſorderly "houſes, 

and the looking after ſwindlers and Marpers; it 
is in this manner that a diſorder become inevita- 
ble is regulated, and the maſs of vice dimi- 
niſhed, when it is impoſſible to extirpate it .alto- 
gether. It is thus that the peſtilence is concen- 
tered, in order to put a ſtop to the r 4 
fion of its ravages. Ofttimes has the honeſt fa- 
ther of a family, better inſtructed or protected 
by the overſeers of the police, been warned away 
from thoſe haunts, and which lwallow up es 
private fortune. if f i un 21 He fen 
- Ihe great art of e er 92 
pulation is knowing how to compound with 
men and their propenſities, happy alſo, if politi- 
| cally we can prevent guilt and erimes, by tole- - 
rating a few abuſes, which deter men from 
theſe exceſſes of which they are ſuſceptible. > © / 
moraliſts in OT” you love Pw Pe ink, and 
Aer; 
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CHAP. CCLXXV. 
HIDING PLACE. 


Tnis, in the language of the revolution, is a 
ſecret aſylum for thoſe who were proſcribed un- 
der the decemviral tyranny. 

Honeſt men could not find a hiding-place at 
Paris: a workman diſcovered the hiding-place of 
Rabaut St. Etienne, thinking only that he had 
found 'out a receptacle for hidden plate. 

What! in the time of Robeſpierre were there 
then no longer any relatives, brothers, or friends? 
And was there not in all France a hiding-place 
to conceal Condorcet, or Vergniaud, or Lavoiſier, 
or Briſſot, or Andrew Chenier? Condorcet was 
hunted from his aſylum, and forced to wander in 
the woods. Who has been able to ſave a ſingle 
celebrated man in Paris? O feeble mortals! muſt 
we ſtill be labouring for you? 

The art of ſubjugating a nation is the art of 
terrifying it. Charette maintained himſelf by ter- 
rifying the greateſt part of the farmers ; the na- 
tional convention was terrified by Robeſpierre. 
How many legiſlators will have no other excuſe 
to alledge before poſterity than theſe words, © We 
were terrified !” The Romans built temples to 

voL. . H h Fear: 
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Fear: the French nation in maſs ought to erect 


an immenſe altar to this divinity. 


Whenlre- entered that hall from which had been 


d | baniſhed the repreſentatives of the people who 
had been moſt faithful to their oaths, what a la- 


mentable fight it preſented to my eyes! Here in 
this place, where ſat my generous colleague, I 
ſaw his headleſs trunk. I do not conceal it, I 
abhorred that place, the walls of which had been 
ſo long encruſted with incenſe laviſhed by mob- 
biſh ſottiſhneſs to infuriated tyranny, I panted 
after ſome other ſpot to fit in. 

I recollected, here have been paraded figures of 
all the proveditors for the ſcaffold ; there I heard 


the vociferations of the furies of the guillotine ; 


here I have been a witneſs of the crimes of Prai- 
rial; there the feeling eye is affrighted by hideous 
Pictures: and every thing, even to the palette of 


the painter, had taken the cadaverous tint. I ſee 


the tribune where the ſavage Amar demanded the 
death of ſo many virtuous men, and he was not 
puniſhed on the ſpot! He is not even yet! No, 
this tribune is for ever ſullied ! 

But fractions of the people can never call 
themſelves the nation; commiſſaries of the aſſem- 
bly will no longer go to diſplay their procon- 
ſular pride and tyranny. Our conſtitutional edi- 
fice is ſolid and majeſtic : it will laſt, becauſe it 
ſecures to the government all the unity and in- 
tenſity of which it has need: it has democra- 

tical 
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tical energy by the diviſion of powers, and the ſe- 
curing to the people the exerciſe of its ſovereign- 
ty in the primary aſſemblies for its baſis; and it 
has given for the ſummit an executive power, phy- 
ically leſs dangerous, and metaphyſically more 
eaſy to be ſhaken, than that of a ſingle perſon. 
The preſent government of France is the govern- 
ment of things ; and when things are well ſettled, 
the power of men is almoſt nothing. | 


CHAP. CCLXXVI. 


COLOURS IN THE TEMPLES. 


 Asovs the evangelical pulpits, the figure of 
the catholic religion holds at the end of a pole, 
a three-coloured flag, on which is this inſcription : 
Liberty of worſhip. 

The catholic prieſt mounts his pulpit, and 
makes a ſermon before the tablets, on which 
are inſcribed in capital letters the theophilan- 
thropical maxims. It would be now very diffi- 
cult to meet with Bourdaloues and Maſſillons. 
Some churches are full at the feaſts of Pente- 
coſt and Eaſter, but the taverns are much more 

ſo: 
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fo: ths Tivolis, the groves of Paphos and Id8tia, 
draw away the crowds; there are none but old 
women who now attend the wrecks of the catho- 
lic faith, but lately ſo ſplendid. It is, however, 
doing every thing to recover its ancient ſplendour, 
but it will not ſucceed ; it ſtruggles, but cannot 
contend againſt thoſe crowds of new ideas: and 
manners which puſh it back bali! into con- 
tempt and oblivion, . 


FINIS. / 


Sheedily Twill be fublifhed, 
MERCIER's | 0 
PICTURE OF PARIS BEFORE T. HE REVOLUT. TON, 
Of a size and letter to correspond with the present Work. 
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ing celebrated characters - with their reſpective Biographies: 
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| Parr, with their reſpective Biographies. 
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= Bridge. Price 6s, bound. We 
% *, * In this Grammar conciſeneſs and perſpicuity have been 
_. eſpecially attended to, by which, the ſtudent” will be enabled 
. to avoid much unneceſſary trouble and perplexity. The 
German type cut on purpoſe for this work by Mr. ©aſlon, is 
the firſt of the kind that has ever heen caſt in this country ; and 
it is preſumed will be found, on inſpection, to be much ſupe- 
rior in elegance to the ſame kind of type in uſe on the Conti - 
nent. An engraved alphabet, and examples of the German 
writing char ler are likewiſe given, which will enable the 
learner to read with facility any written correſpondence in that 
language; an advantage which cannot be found in any other 
4 Grammar of the German Language, or indeed any other Eng- 
liſh publication. if 3 
13. THE ROBBERS, a Tragedy. Tranſlated from tbe 
German of Frederick Schiller. By the Rey. W. Render, 
Teacher of the German Language in the Univerſity of Cam- 
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i KAaMTSCHATKA, a Tragi-Comedy, in Five Acts, by Baron 
* Kotzebue, Author of the Strangers, Lovers“ Vows, &c. &c. 
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1 *“ He has produced an ADMIRABLE TRAGEDY,-THE 
{5 2367, in our opinion, that has appeared from the German. 

{4 a Nie Critical Review, June, 1798. 
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